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TO HER MOST GRACIOUS MAJESTY 



THE QJJEEN. 



Madam, 




TRANSLATION of a record of the exploits which 
feated William Duke of Normandy on the Englifh 
Throne, could be infcribed to no one fo appropriately as 
to Your Majefty, Who defcending from The Conqueror 
and from The Plantagenets, Reign in the Ifland Kingdom, which, 
eight centuries fince, tempted the ambition of an Invader. 

The permiilion fo gracioufly accorded, to dedicate to Your Majefty, 
this attempt to render in Englifh Rhyme, Wace's Poetical Chronicle 
of the Conqueft, is a favour, which while it leaves much room for 
apprehenfion of the offering being deemed unworthy of the Altar on 
which it is laid, penetrates with fo much the deeper gratitude, 

one of Your Majefly's 

moft devoted and faithful 

Subjeds and Servants, 

The Translator. 



Stttrobttction. 




ACE, Vace, Vaife, Gace, GaifTe, or Euilace, the Author 
of the following Poem, to whom, it appears, though on 
uncertain authority, the name of Robert has been given, 
V *yS^vO£2J^2l^ was born in the Ifle of Jerfey at the beginning of the 

-^ twelfth century, and died in England, a. d. i 184. 

He calls himfelf Mafter Wace, was in clerical Orders, and, at the 
clofe of his life, held a Canonry of the Cathedral of Bayeux, which 
was beftowed on him by King Henry H. as a reward (an inadequate 
one, as Wace appears to have thought) for his literary labours. 

Wace was a voluminous writer;^ but the work which has the 
greateft intereft for the Englifh reader is that in which he relates the 
hiftory of the Conqueft of England, by William Duke of Normandy. 
It is the objedt of the Tranflator to lay before the Britifh Public, in a 
more popular form than has as yet been done, fo much of this Poem, 
entitled Le Roman de Rou (Rollo,) as fpecially refers to the Conqueft. 
The Tranflator commences with the illnefs of Edward the Confeflbr, 
^" a fcene from whofe life forms the firft compartment of the Bayeux 

Tapeftry. 

Wace appears to have finiftied this Poem in 1 1 60, nearly a century 
after the events which he recounts ; but he affirms that he had 
converfed with Men* who faw the Comet of 1066, the year of 



^ The Roman de Rou alone contains nearly 18,000 lines. 
• Vide page 55 of the Poem. 

b 



X INTRODUCTION. 

William's expedition ; and records his diftindt recolledtion of the 
account given by his Father of the number of veffels which failed from 
St . Valeri : — 

** Quer jo oi dire a mon Pere, 
Bien m'en fovint mez varlet ere ;** 

his tradition, therefore, was only from father to fon. 

M. Frederic Pluquet,^ the learned and judicious Editor of the 
Roman de Rou, bears honourable teftiniony to Wace's veracity, and 
fays, " Wace is perfuaded of the truth of all that he writes, and if he 
" deceives his readers, does it with the beft poflible good faith." 

Wace himfelf fays, — 

** Jo ne dis mie fable, jo no ne voil fabler ;" 

and the conftant recurrence in his Poem of fuch expreflions as " I 
cannot myfelf fay," " I do not know," ** I cannot affirm," '* I was 
not prefent that day," &c. are fo many pledges of the truthful nature 
of his narrative. 

With reference to that part of the Poem which is offered in the 
prefent form to the public, and which begins at line 10,687, ^^^ ^^^^ 
with line 14,465 of M. Pluquet's Edition, this gentleman fays, — 
" But that which gives it the higheft degree of intereft, amongft all 
" our old Chroniclers, is ^^ fcrupulous fidelity with which Wace traces 
" the minuteft particulars, which brought on, fignalifed, and followed 
** the expedition of William the Conqueror ; one of the greateft political 
" and military events of the middle ages." 

Great part of Wace*s work is a poetical amplification of the " Gefla 
Guillelmi Ducis Normannorum," of William of Poitiers, who was 
chaplain to the Conqueror, and whofe work is univerfally admitted to 
be one of the moft authentic records of the time. 

Neither the poetical form adopted by Wace, or the defignation of 



^ I^e Roman de Rou, public pour la premiere fois, &c. par Ferderic Pluquet, Membre 
de la Societe des Antiquaires de France, et plufieurs autres Societes favantes ; Rouen, Edouard 
Frere, Editeur, 1827. 
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Roman, given to his work, can' be fairly held in any degree to invalidate 
the claims of this production to be looked upon as a true account of 
the events which it records. Wace wrote at the period when the 
defire for more acceflible fources of information, than thofe afforded 
by the Monkifh Chroniclers, began to be felt, but while the habit of 
liftening to the Troubadour was ftill prevalent. 

His work is then to be confidered as a remarkable monument ; — 
marking as it does a period of literary tranjition; — produced by a 
Clerk or Churchman, but in the vulgar tongue, and, in reality, a tribute 
or conceilion to the growing fpirit of inquiry of his age. 

Wace's details of the actual events of the Battle of Haftings, (with 
the exception of the number of combatants on the Englifh fide, which 
he feems to have overrated,) are Angularly confirmed by the Saxon 
Chroniclers Ranulph Higden, William of Malmlbury, and the unknown 
continuer of the venerable Bede ; and thus, though he has written in 
a poetical form, his work may be fairly admitted to be invefted with 
the dignity of hiftory. 

As might be expected from a writer of Norman birth, he fliows a 
bias in favour of his countrymen ; but this leaning does not betray him 
into any glaring unfairnefs towards their opponents; and it will be 
remarked, that he puts into Harold's mouth the beft poflSble plea for 
the non-obfervance of his oath to William, and which is of a nature 
to abfolve him, as fome would judge, from all obligation. 

As regards the literary value of Wace's Poem, competent judges 
have pronounced that it is not deficient in delicacy of feeling, or 
elegance of exprefliion ; but the obfolete language in which it is written 
enables few to form an opinion of either quality. Wace*s defcriptive 
powers are far above the average of other writers of his epoch ; and his 
pages contain many points of great intereft, in reference to the received 
notions of the moral and religious culture, of the age in which he 
wrote. He indulges in no lofty poetical flights, but occafionally 
introduces well turned philofophical or religious reflections ; and his 
compofition eminently pofl!efl!es the quality which the French term 
ndrvetSy which is by no means without its charm. 
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Wace's roll of the Norman Chiefs prefent at Haftings will be one 
of the moft interefting portions of the Poem to many Englifli readers. 
It contains a few errors, which are pointed out in the notes ; but the 
general accuracy of this nominative lift, as far as it extends, (and Wace 
himfelf allows that he has made many omifiions,) is well fupported by 
collateral authorities ; amongft others, by our own Domefday Book, 
and by the lifts publiftied in that rare and valuable work, entitled 
" Hiftoriae Normannorum Scriptores Antiqui,'*^ and other reliable 
authorities. 

As regards the illuftrations, conjedtures have been hazarded that 
Wace muft have feen the Bayeux Tapeftry, before writing his Poem ; 
and that the portion of it here tranflated is in fad; an illuftration of 
that remarkable relic. This fuppofition is ftrengthened by the fadl 
of his having held an ecclefiaftical dignity in the Chapter of the 
Bayeux Cathedral. The converfe opinion, that the Tapeftry was 
made from the defcriptions contained in the Poem, has alfo had its 
fupporters. 

The balance of evidence, however, is in favour of the prior exiftence 
of the Tapeftry, and that " this noble and exquifite relic of antiquity," 
as Mr. Edgar Taylor denominates it, was really the work either of 
Matilda of Flanders, the Conqueror's Queen, or elfe was made by 
diredtion of Odo Bifhop of Bayeux, his half brother. 

, At any rate, no more appropriate illuftration could be found for 
this rhymed Chronicle, than a work of Art fo intimately connedled 
with it, that uncertainty has arifen whether it was made from the 
Poem, or the Poem compofed from the pictorial reprefentations of the 
Tapeftry. 

Thofe who feel intereft in the fubjed; would do well to confult 
the Appendix to Duncan's Dukes of Normandy.^ 

It would be difficult to find any fubjedt, in the range of our 



^ Hift. Nortnann. Scriptores Antiqui, ab Anno Chrifti dcccxxxviii. ad annum mccxx. 
Lutetiae Paridorum, a. d. mdcxix. 

^ Harvey and Darton, London, 1839. 
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national hiftory, more intenfely dramatic, than the events which form 
the fubjed: of the feledted portion of Wace's Poem, 

There is confiderable art in the way in which no fecondary 
intereft is permitted long to divert attention from the two great 
central imperfonations, William, and Harold. 

Though Gurth is made of fome importance on the Englifli fide, 
and William has his Senefchal and Barons, who play fomewhat the 
part of the chorus in the Greek Tragedy ; — from the moment in which 
the apparently involuntary oath is taken by Harold, till the inevitable 
Nemejis of his glorious but painful death, with that of the flower of 
his nobility and people, — the intereft is powerfully fuftained. 

Then comes a paufe, — and all the fubfequent events of William's 
reign of twenty-one years, are hurriedly pafTed over, to bring us to the 
cataftrophe attending the laft illnefs of the Conqueror, and the ftrangely 
impreflive and tragic circumftances of his death and interment. 

The Tranflator muft not omit ftating his great obligations to M. 
Frederic Pluquet's Edition of Wace's work above referred to, as well 
as to his worthy collaborators, MefTrs. Langlois, Henault, and Le 
Prevoft ; efpecially to the invaluable genealogical notes of the latter 
gentleman, of the information contained in which he has largely 
availed himfelf. 

He is alfo greatly indebted to the Englifli profe tranflation of part 
of Wace's Poem, by the late Mr. Edgar Taylor, F. S. A.^ 

Mr. Taylor had opportunities, which the Tranflator has not enjoyed, 
of confulting MS. copies of Wace ; but he alfo principally availed 
himfelf of M. Pluquet's work. 

Both authors give ample references to the authorities they confulted, 
and their indications have enabled the Tranflator to verify the greater 
portion of them, by having accefs to the valuable ftores of the 
Frankfort Public Library, which poflfefles an extenfive coUeftion of 
early hiftorical works. A few extrads from them are added in the 



* Pickering, London, 1837^ 
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fliape of notes, by the Tranflator, where they illuftrate or confirm 
remarkable points of Wace*s narrative. 

M. Pluquet*s gloflarial notes render the Norman-French text 
intelligible to any one familiar with the French language; ftill the 
Tranflator does not hefitate to avow his obligations to Mr. Taylor's 
verfion, and bears willing teftimony to the fidelity of that gentleman's 
interpretation of his original. Few paflages will be found to vary in 
fenfe from Mr. Taylor's rendering ; and where this is the cafe, the 
variation has not been adopted without good authority. 

The Tranflator muft now refer to his own deficiencies. — Mr. 
Taylor, in his introduftion, exprefTes a ftrong opinion againft the 
pradlicability of any other than a profe tranflation. His words are as 
follow: — " It was confidered to be an idle attempt to pretend to reprefent 
fuch a work in modern Englifli verfe. In fo doing, the fidelity of the 
narrative muft have been more or lefs facrificed, efpecially if Rhyme 
" had been attempted ; and without Rhyme there could hardly have 
** been much refemblance." 

In this paragraph the writer hopes that an apology may be found, 
for many of the fhortcomings of his own attempt at a metrical verfion. 

An ardent defire to be as literal as pofiible, has guided him 
throughout ; and to that objedl Poetry is neceflarily facrificed. He is 
perfeftly aware that a poet would have made a more graceful verfion ; 
but in default of the work having been taken up by any one better 
qualified than himfelf, he has done his beft to fubmit to the public 
a production which may be found to poflefs an intereft from its intrinfic 
merits. 

The Tranflator has moreover to beg efpecial allowance for liberties 
taken in the ufe of various metres. This deviation from the received 
pradlice has not been unintentional ; but he has no other plea, than 
that they have been employed by him as the adlion of the Poem 
feemed to require, or admit, and with the notion that fuch an innovation 
might not be more inadmifllble, than the Andante^ the Allegro^ or other 
changes of meafure in a piece of mufic. 

Always minded to tranflate as literally as poffible, care has been 
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taken to ufe the fimpleft words, as beft rendering the metrical Norman- 
French employed by Wace. If the verfification is found too homely 
to fuit the refinement of poetry, the Tranflator can only truft that 
criticifm will be modified by the fincerity of his endeavour to give jl 
true rendering of his original. 



P. S. — The Tranflator has great fatisfaftion in acknowledging the 
obligations he owes to Mrs. Edgar Taylor, and the executors of the 
late E. Taylor, Efq., for their liberality in permitting him to ufe Mr. 
Taylor's notes fo largely as he has done. 

Having been able to verify nearly every reference made by Mr. 
Taylor, and not finding one note that was fuperfluous, or that could well 
be difpenfed with, it is a pleafing duty to bear teftimony to the value 
of fuch deep refearch, and fuch critical accuracy as Mr. Taylor's notes 
exhibit; thofe only who have been engaged in fimilar labours, can 
properly eflimate the worth of fuch guidance ; it is like following a 
vigorous leader through a fnow-wreath. 

A. M. 

Frankfort, 

Jugu^ 31, i860. 



N. B. — The initials A. L. P. indicate notes by Monfieur le Prevoft, thofe with A. M. 
by the tranflator : — all other notes are thofe of Edgar Taylor, with the exception of the 
citations from the monkiih and other Chronicles, which have their proper references ap- 
pended or prefixed. 
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ERRATA. 

Page X. note 3, /or Ferderic read Frederic. 

Page 25, fide-note,yor Robert read William. 

Page 29, line iS^/br Sea read Lea. 

Page 52, note nij for ferair read ferait 

Page 54, line 11 y for afleler read appeler. 

Page 145, note 5,/^r cuneti read cundi. 

Page 227, note 10^ for fauciatus r^^^/ fauciatos. 

Page 233, fide-note, /or tris read tres. 

Page 247, note 4, /or abfolutorium, read abiblutarium. 

Page 255, line 6, /or ere read e*er. 

Page 268, note 4, /or pratis read pretio. 

Page 273, lines 14 and 15,/or Catalogues r^tf^;Catalogus. 
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PAR FREDERIC PLUQUET. 



V. 10,687, ^^• 



B 



fit Boman tie idou. 



Edouard ' defire 



^ I Reis Ewart out bien velku, 
f"" i«- I, E fun regne out lunees tenu ; 

X Ne n'out, 90 li poifa," enfant, 
^ Ne nul pro9ain apartenant, 
Ki emprez li fun regne ^uft, 
Ne ki maintenir le p^uft. 
Porpenfa fei, quant il morreit, 
Ki de fun regne ^ritereit ; 
Porpenfa fei h dift fovent, 
K'al Due Willame fun parent, 
Ki eft li mielx de fun lignage, 
Voldreit duner fun ^ritage. 
Robert fis pere le norri, 
Et Willealme Tout mult fervi. 
Tut li bien k'il a rec^u, 
A il par eel Ugnage'' ^u ; 
Ki ke il ftift bel femblant, 
II ne amout nul home tant. 
Por I'enor del been parente 
Od ki il out norri efte, 
E por la valor de Willealme 
Le volt fere eir de fon r^alme.^ 
En la terre out un fenefcal, 
Heraut out nom, noble vaflal ; 
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Clie Conqueft of €nslanli. 




OR many a Year on King Edward's brow Edward confcf- 

Had refted the Crown of England, but now 1041 — scene 

opens probably 

Aged and childlels He faw, and with pain ^- »• '0^4 

No Heir of His blood, in His Realm to reign. 
Oft dwelt His mind on the Rule and the State 

He muft leave like a waif, when call'd by fate, 

And oft as He caft His thoughts around, 

Duke William beft of His Kin He found. 

Duke Robert — His Father — guided His youth, 

William He lov*d, and had oft prov'd His truth. 

All that was good in His Life, He could trace 

As owing to none but men of that race. 

On others at times, His favor might fall. 

But William the Norman, was better than all. 

Friend of his youth, and worthy the gain. 

His be the glory o'er England to reign. 
Now Edward had made Him a Senefchal,^ 

A mighty Vaflall, and brave withal : 



*■ Ce qui I'affligea. ^ Cette famille. ^ Heritier de (on royaume. 

^ Senefcha], ^* lieutenant du due pour Tadminiftration civile;" ^^ ce mot, derive de la 
langue Franke, (ignifie proprement ferviteur gardien des troupeaux ou gardien de la famille, 
fenes'Jkalch, C'etait un office de la maifon des rois franks, et, par fuite de la conquete, 
une dignite politique de la Gaule." — Thierry, i. 270. 



MASTER WAGE'S 



Details fur Ha- 
rold, fils de God- 
win. 



Harold pafle en 
Normandie pour 
reclaimer let 
otages livres par 
Godwin. 



Por fun pris h por fa bunte 
Out el regne grant poeft^, 
Li plus fort horn fu del pais. 
Fort fu d'homes^ fort fu d'amis, 
Engleterre out en fa baillie** 
Com home ki a fenefchaucie.* 
De par fun pere fu Engleiz 
Et de par fa mere Daneiz. 
Gite fa mere fu Daneife 
N^e h norrie en grant richeife ; 
Mult gentile dame eftre dut, 
Suer^ fu fa mere el Rei Kenut, 
Mere Heraut, feme Goigne, 
E fa fiUe Edif fu RoYgne. 
Heraut fu ben s de fon feignor, 
Ki a feme aveit fa feror. 
Quant lis pere fu defviez,** 
Ki del morfel fu eftranglez, 
En Normendie volt pafTer 
Por les oftages d^livrer 
Dont il aveit mult 'grant pitie. 
Del Rei Ewart a pris congie, 
Et Ewart bien li defv^ia* 
E defendi e conjura 
K'en Normendie ne pafTaft 
Ne al Due Willame ne parlaft ; 
Toft i porreit eftre engigniez, 
Kar li Dus ert mult vefiez : ^ 
S*il voleit aveir fez oftages, 
Si env^iaft altres meffages. 



"* £n (a garde, en fon gouvernement. * Senechauflee. ' Sccur. 

* Favori. ** Eut perdu la vie. * Lui defendit. ^ Avife, clairvoyant. 

^ Alias Githe or Githa. 
' £ad-githa of the Saxon chronicle, who married in 1043, ^^^ ^'^^ '" '075. 



CONGEST OF ENGLAND. 



Strong in adherents^ and flout of hand, 
Senefchal-like he rul'd the land. 
Harold his name, and in each thing 
Bearing himfelf as next to The King. 
While in his veins commingling flow'd 
The dream of Danilh, and Englifli blood. 
Githa' His Mother, princely Dame, 
Of The Royal Stock of Denmark came. 
High born, and nurtured by the fide 
Of Canute Her Brother, She was Bride 
Of Godwin ; Harold was their Son, 
Edith^ their Daughter. When (he won 
Her Queenly feat on Edward's Throne, 
Her Brother in Royal favour fhone. 

When on Earl Godwin had clos'd the Tomb,* 
(Who was chok'd at a feaft, and fo met his doom) 
Harold was minded to crofs the Sea 
And vifit the Court of Normandy. 
His heart was fore for the kindred Band, 
Whom Williani as hoftages held in His Land : 
And trufting their freedom to obtain. 
He fought King Edward's leave to gain. 
But deeming that fcheme not overwife, 
Edward forbade his bold emprife. 
Warned him of William's craft to beware, 
His plan might lead him into a fnare ; 
'Twere wifer meffengers to fend, 
And the beft means to gain his end. 



Edward's Prede- 
ceflbr Hardica- 
nute. 



His own brother 
Wilnoth, and 
Coufin Haco, 
given as hoftagei 
for Godwin's 
good condud to 
K. Edward, and 
lent to Duke 
William for 'Tale 
cuftody. v. 

Wace, ante. 



♦ Radulf de Diceto relates the death of Earl Godwin while dining with Edward the 
Confeflpr as follows : — 

'^ Godwinus focer fuus recumbens juxta eum dixit : ' Saepe tibi Rex falfo delatum eft, 
me proditioni tuae invigilafle, fed fi Deus coeli verax et juftus eft, hoc panis fruftulum con- 
cedat, ne michi guttur pertranfeat, fi unquam te perdere vel cogitaverim.' 

'^ Deus autem verax et juftus audivit vocem proditoris, et mox eodem pane ftrangulatus, 
mortem praeguftavat aeternam.*' He places this event a. d. 1054. 
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Ifli Tai jo trov^ efcrit, 
Et un altre livre me dift 
Ke li Reis li rova' aler 
Por li r^alme aff^urer 
Al Due Willame fun cofin, 
Ke il r^uft emprez fa fin ; 
Ne fai mie cefte achoifon,"^ 
Mais Tun e Taltre efcrit trovon. 
Kelke bufuigne k'il qu^rifl, 
E ki ke fuen fere volfift," 
Heraut a la veie fe mift, 
Coment ke puiz li avenift.® 
Adventure ki eftre deit, 
Ne pot remaindre k'il ne feit,P 
E chofe ki deit avenir 
Ne pot por nul rien faillir. 
Heraut fift dui nez atorner,^ 
A Bodeham entra en mer. 
Ne vos fai dire en ki pecha, 
U en icel ki governa, 
U en Tore ki trop verfa/ 
La mcr ic jettc Maiz jo fai Wen k'il mefala ;* 

Po'nihlef " '" Tres k'en Pontif Teftut figler ;^ 



' Lui ordonna. '" Cette circonftance. 

" Quelque chofe qu*il voulut faire. 
"" Quoi qu'il put lui en arriver par la fuite. 

P On ne peut empecher ce qui doit arriver. ** Fit preparer deux navires. 

^ Ou un vent qui trop tourna. * Qu'il alia mal. 

* Jufqu'en Ponthieu il lui iallut cingler. 

^ Benoit de Sainte-More fends the archbifhop of Canterbury to William, at Edward's 
defire, to convey his intention of leaving to the duke the inheritance of the Englifh crown. 

L'arcevefque de Cantorbire, 

Li plus hauz horn de fbn empire. 

Out en Normendie tramis, 

Les anz avant, (i cum je vos dis, 



CONGEST OF ENGLAND, 

So faith one Tale : * but others fay, 
That Edward bade him take his way^ 
T'afTure the Duke, that England's Throne 
Was his, when Edward was dead and gone. 
Where lies the truth 'tis hard to fee ; 
I write as the tales were told to me. 

Whatever queft he meant t'effay, 
Harold fet forth upon his way. 
None may pretend the fates to bind, 
Or mould their fortunes to their mind. 

Two Veffels launch'd from Bodeham's Bay^ 
Bore Harold on his venturous way ; 
But as it chanc'd, the Veffels faiPd 
To reach the Port for which they fail'd. 
Whether by Pilot's maladdrefs. 
Or change of wind or Tempeft's ftrefs, 
I know not ; — but they fetch'd the Strand 
Of Ponthieu, and were forc'd to Land 



Por afermer ce qu'il li done. 

Tot le reaume e la corone. 
And Harold's miffion is defcribed as being expreflly intended, in the following year, to con- 
firm the (ame bequeft : — 

Por eftre plus certains e meres, 

£ qu'il n*i forfift encombrier, 

Relbut Tovre plus esforcier. 

Heraut, qui quens ert del pais, 

Treftot li plus poefteis 

Que nul des autres del reiaume, 

Ce jui tramift al due Guillaume, 

Que del regne enterinement 

Tot qui a la corone apent 

Li feift feute juree, 

Eiffi cum ele ert devifee : 

Veut qu'il I'en face ferrement 

£t qu'il I'en donge tenement . . . 
^ Bofham, near Chichefler ; a manor which Domefday (hows to have belonged to 
Harold's father Godwin. See Ellis, Domefday y i. 310. 



Guy. 
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Ne pout ariere retorner, 
N'il ne fe pout iloc ccler." 
Un des pefcWors de la terre, 
Ki out efte en Engleterre, 
E Heraut out fovcnt v^u 
L'a encerci^^ e coneu 
Al viaire et a la raifon.'^ 

II eft reconnu El Cunte dc PoUtlf GulOU 

par un pccheur, ' a i J* • 1 

ctiivrcau comic Ala dife priveemcnt,* 

Ne volt fere altre parlement, 
Ke il li fera mult gaaingner» 
Se il le volt acumpaingner ; 
Doint liy vint livres folement, 
II Ten fera gaaingner cent, 
Kar tel prifon* li liverra, 
Ki cent livres u plus donra.^ 
Li Quens Ten a afl'dur^ 
K'il en fera fa volente, 
E cil li a Heraut monftr^, 
Ki le gaaing a defire ; 
A Abeville Tont men^. 
E Heraut a par un priv^ 
En Normendie el Due mand^ 
Tut ifli cum il a efre,^ 
Ke d'Engleterre a li alout, 
Maiz a dreit port venir ne pout ; 
A li dut aler en meffaige, 
Maiz il failli del dreit paffaige. 
Li Quens de Pontif Taveit pris, 
E fanz forfet en prifon mis ; 



"^ Cacher. "" Epie. "^ Au vifage et a la parole. 

"^ £n particulier. ' Qu'il lui donne. 

' Car il lui livrera tel prifonnier. * Lui donnera. ^ II a voyage. 
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Whence nor could they put back to Sea, 
Or hide themfelves from an Enemy, 

A Fifher fpied them by chance on the fhore, 
Who Harold in England had feen before ; 
Who knew his voice and who knew his gait, 
And he hied him to Guy^ of Ponthieu ftraight. 
Privily then to the Count he taught^ 
What a prize the Sea to his Coaft had brought. 
For twenty Livres, he promised to fliew 
This prize to the Count, worth a hundred or mo : 
For if fuch a Captive the Count had in hold 
He'd purchafe his ranfom with heaps of gold. 

The Count to the Fifherman liften*d well-pleas*d, 
And under his guidance. Lord Harold was feiz'd ; 
Thence to Abbeville taken, but while on the road. 
His mifhap to Duke William he privily® fliew'd. 

How the voyage he planned for Normandy, 
Had ended in Ponthieu, by ftrefs of the Sea : 
A Miffion he bore — to Duke William he came, 
And right of free paflage could openly claim. 
Wrongfully then, and with no plea at all 
Had Guy of Ponthieu put him in thrall. 



7 Guy fucceeded his brother Enguerran, William's brother-in-law, who was killed be- 
fore Arques. Guy, after bemg captured at Mortemer, was, according to Ordericus Ft talis j 
p. 658, kept prifoner at Bayeux, and was ultimately releafed on homage and fealty to the 
duke. Benoit ftates pofitively that a ftorm carried Harold to Ponthieu : — 

— trop lor fii la mer iauvage : 
Kar granz tempers e fort orage 
Ne les i laifla ariver : 
Ainceis les covint devaler 
Dreit en Pontif. La priftrent port, 
Eiffi ateinte eiffi mort ; 
Mieux voufiflTent eftre en (exile. 
^ ConftriSus ergo Haroldus quemlibet ex vulgo, mercede illedum clam ad Comitem 
Normanniae dirigit, exponere quid illi contigerit. — Sim. Dun. p. 196. apud Twyfden. 
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Le due Guil- 
Uame le re- 
clame, et il lui 
eft remit. 



Bonne reception 
faite a Harold 
par Guillaume. 



Harold promet 
de lui livrer 
I'Angleterre a la 
mort d'Edouard. 



Delivraft li s'il le poeit, 
Et il fereit kank'il voldreit^^ 
Gui garda Heraut ^ grant cure;^ 
Mult en cr^uft m^faventure ; 
A Belrem le fift env^ier 
Por fere del Due efluingnier. 
Li Dus penfa s'il le teneit, 
K*il en fereit bien fon efpleit. 
Tant pramift el Cunte et offri, 
Tant manacha h tant blandi,® 
Que Gui Heraut al Due rendi 
E de Heraut li Dus feifi. 
E li Dus li a fet aveir 
Lez Tewe d* Alne ^ un bel ihaneir. 
Willealme tint Heraut maint jor 
Si cum il dut i grant ^nor. 
A maint rice torneiement 
Le fit aler mult noblement ; 
Chevals et armes li duna 
Et en Bretaingne le mena, 
Ne fai de veir treiz feiz u quatre. 
Quant as Bretuns fe dut combatre. 
Entretantfi^ a li Dus parl^ 
Tant ke Heraut li a grae,^ 



*" Tout ce qu'il voudratt. '' Soigneufement. 

* Flatta ^ Le long de la riviere d'Eaulne. 
^ Pendant ce temps. ^ Lui a accorde, lui a promis. 

9 Beaurain on the Canche, arrondifTement of Hefiiin. 

* According to fVilUam ofPoitierSy Guy himfelf conducted his prifoner to William at 
£u. Benoit afcribes the furrender to William's threats and military preparations, for 
which purpofe 

manda li dux fes genz 

Sempres, a milliers e a cenz ; 
Vers Ou chevaucha irafcuz 
Dunt Heraut ne li ert renduz. 
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If William the Duke, would get him fet free, 
He*d do what he wifh'd, whatever it might be. 

Meanwhile Count Guy who was well on his guard, 
Kept Harold confined in clofe watch and ward. 
And mew'd him in Belrem's^ walls, as they 
Were farther from the Duke away. 

Had I Harold in thrall, thought the Duke in his heart, 
He fhould do my beheft ere Fd let him depart. 
So he fpake the Count fairly, who being well pleas'd 
Forthwith from his Prifon Lord Harold releas'd.^ 
Yet free was he not, to the Duke handed o*er 
And captive, as ftill in another man's pow'r. 
But the Duke's thanks to Guy were bounteoufly (hewn 
By a Lordfhip in fief on the banks of the Aulne.* 

Long time with the Duke, Harold took up his reft. 
All honor, as due, the Duke fhew'd to his Gueft. 
With arms and rich veftments He kept him fupply'd 
And mounted and arm'd him at Tourneys to ride. 
Then when on the Bretons the Normans made war 
He took Harold with him the peril to fliare.^ 
So deftly meanwhile had the Duke ply'd His tongue 
That a promife from Harold He fairly had wrung : 



« The Eaulne. 

•' ** Tales togeder thei told, ilk on a good palfray." Robert Brunne^s Chronicle, quoted 
in Thierry^ i. 250. Benoit dc Sainte-More (ays of this part of the ftory, 

Od que li Dux out joftees, 

Mult granz e mult defmefurees : 

Por aller effilier Bretons, 

Vers lui torcenos e felons 

Qui n'el deignoient (bpleier, 

Le mena od fei ofteier ; 

La lift de lui fi grant cherte 

C'unc tant n'out de fa volunte, 

Ne fu nul leu mais tant joiz 

Qu'il cil a&ires fu feniz. 



promefle invio- 
lable. 
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Ke Engleterre li liverra 
Tres ke li Reis Ewart morra ; 
Et ^ moillier^ s'il velt prendra 
Ele'^ une fille ke il a : 
Co fe li plaift li jurera, 
Et Willame le graanta.^ 
Rufe employee Pof rechoivrc ceft ferement, 

par Guiliaome 

pourrendrecette pjft affembler uii parlemeiit 

A Baieues, 90 folent dire, 
Fift aflembler un grant concire ; 
Toz li corz fainz fift demander, 
Et en un liu™ tuz afembler; 
Tut une cuve en fift emplir, 
Pois d'un paele" les fift covrir, 
Ke Heraut ne fout ne ne vit, 
Ne ne li fuft moftr^ ne dit. 
De fuz out une filatire,^ 
Tut li meillor k'il pout eflire, 
E li plus chier k'il pout trover : 
Oil de boefP Tai 01 nomer. 
Quant Heraut fuz fa main tendi, 
La main trembla, la char fr^mi ; 
Poiz a jur^ et a prami 
Si come home ki efchari :^ 
Ele, la fille al Due prendra, 
Et Engleterre al Due rendra ; 



' A femme. ^ Adelc, * Y confentit. 

"' £n un lieu, ^ Un poifle ou paifle \ de pallium, drap d'or ou de foie. 

** Reliquaire ; philaderium. p A caufe de fa forme. "^ Qui affiime. 

^ Adela. According to Ordericus Vitalis it was Agatha, another daughter. He adds a 
pathetic ftory as to her falling in love with Harold, and dying of grief at her difappoint- 
ment» and at an attempt made to confign her to a new match with the king of Gallicia. 
The ftory of her attachment to Harold is rather inconfiftent with the date of 1053, ^^u^Uy 
affigned to William's marriage ; as his daughter would not be more than eleven years old 
at Harold's vifit. According to Benoit de Sainte-More, it was part of the agreement that 
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When Edward the King, ftern Fate fhould overwhelm, 
He'd himfelf help the Duke to fucceed to the Realm. 
To AdMe* the Duke's Daughter he'd next pledge his troth 
And his faith — if fo wifh'd — would confirm by an Oath. 

Duke William aflented, and turn'd in his mind 
How the oath Harold's confcience moft firmly might bind. 
At Baieux/ fo is faid, He determin'd to call^ 
His nobles together, — moreover bade all 
Holy bodies of Saints, — where'er they were laid. 
To be gather'd, and for them a Chefl to be made. 
On the Chefl was a Pall, which ferv'd for a Lid, 
So that Harold knew nought of the relics it hid. 
And none gave him warning, or once let him know 
That the Bones of thofe holy men refled below. 
Over all, as to honor fuch relics was due, 
The Duke fpread a tiifue of marvellous hue, 
CEil de Boeuf ^ it was call'd, and in finenefs and cofl 
It all elfe furpafs'd, and was valu'd the mofl. 

When Harold in form of the Oath he fhould take, 
Stretch'd his arm o'er the Chefl, his hand 'gan to fhake, 
He felt his flefh creep — but he fpake out and fwore 
He would marry Adcle, and the kingdom give o'er ;^ 

Harold fhould not only have ^* Aeliz la proz e la iage," but with her ^^ del regne une 
moitie." Nothing is (aid by him of any contrivance as to the relics on which the oath 
was adminiflered. 

* Ordericus Vitalis fixes the (bene at Rouen, and WlUiam of Poitiers at Bonneville-fur- 
Touques. The latter places the event before the expedition to Brittany ; which, except 
on Wace's authority, is not known to have occurred more than once. 

^ Either from its figure or the ornaments upon it. 

7 Simeon of Durham ftates that Harold had three fons, Godwin, Edmond, and 
Magnus, and one daughter, Gifla. 

Benoit de Sainte-More is therefore evidently in error, when he makes Harold's invafion 
of Wales and the death of Grifrid take place after his return from Normandy. Radulf de 
Diceto places the vifit to Normandy, a. d. 1063. It is true that Saxo Grammaticus only 
fpeaks of two fons and a daughter of Harold, but it would appear either that William was 
ignorant of Harold's marriage with Alditha — or meant that (he fhould be put afide, in fa- 
vour of his own daughter. See the Note on Saxo Grammaticus in the Appendix. 
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Retour d 'Harold 
en Angleterre. 



Derniers mo- 
mens d'Edouard. 



De 90 li fera fon poeir/ 
Sulunc fa force e fon faveir 
Empres la mort Ewart, s'il vit ; 
Si veirement Dex li ait,* 
E li corz fainz ki iloc font ! 
Plufors dient : Ke Dex li dont ! * 
Quant Heraut out li Sainz beifiez, 
Et il fu fuz levez en piez, 
Verz la cuve li Dus le trait," 
E lez la cuve efter^ le fait : 
De la cuve a le paefle oft^, 
Ki tut aveit acovet^ ; ^ 
A Heraut a dedenz monftr^ 
Sor kels cors fainz il a jur^. 
Heraut forment s'efpoanta 
Des relikes k*il li monftra. 
Quant fon erre out apareillie* 
Al Due Willame a pris cungie, 
E Willame Ta conveie,y 
E de bien faire aiTez pr^i^, 
Poiz Ta el departir beifie 
Par nom de fei e d'amiftie. 
Heraut pafla delivrement. 
En Engleterre vint falvement. 
Li jor vint ki ne pout faillir, 
Ke nus hoem ne pout treffaillir,' 
Ke chefcun deit par mort finir ; 
Li Reis Ewart eftut* morir. 



' Son pouvoir. • Dieu lui aide. 

* Lui donne, lui oftroie. " L'attire, le mene. 
^ Refter. ^ Cache. 

"" Quand il eut fait les preparatifs de fon depart ' Invite. 

* Eviter. • Convint, Mut. 

" ** Ke Dex li dont ! " It is unneceflary to obferve how varioufly thefc events have been 
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Thitherward his whole wit and pow'r fhould tend, 
Unlefs before Edward's, his own life fhould end : 
'' So might God, and the relics therein, be his aid ! " 
" God grant it fo be,"® — many byftanders faid. 
Then kneeling, and ftill with his hand on the Cheft 
In reverent guife he his lips to it prefs'd. 

As he rofe to his feet, the Duke took his hand, 
And faft by the Cheft bade him ftill keep his ftand ; 
The Pall he uprais'd, and made Harold aware. 
How folemn an Oath on fuch Relics he fware. 
And he, when he faw what was hid by the Veil, 
And what he had fworn upon, felt his heart quail. ^ 

After this, on his voyage he bound him to ftart 
And took leave of the Duke who would let him depart. 
Yet much he befought him, and pray'd him take heed 
How he kept to his promife, in word, and in deed. 

At laft when they parted, the Duke as in ruth 
KifTed Harold, in token of friendfhip and truth. 

Thus freely did Harold go forth on his way 
And reached England's (hores without let or ftay. 



The day dawn'd at length which to all men muft come 
When Edward of England (hould yield to His doom. 



told. In the words of fFilliam of Mabnjbury^ ^' Le£torem premonitum velim, quod hie 
quad ancipitem viam narrationis video, quia Veritas fa£torum pendet in dubio." The 
accounts of Thierry, Sir Francis Palgrave, and Depping, may be referred to as thofe of the 
lateft writers. In Wace we are following the ftory of a Norman, as told at a Norman 
court : but on the whole there is little in his hiftory that is at variance with probability, or 
with the beft evidence on the fubjed. It wilt be obferved that he does not go the full 
length of fome of the Norman hiftorians, in pretending that the Englifli nation gave any 
formal aiTent to Edward's views as to the difpofition of his kingdom in favour of his kin^ 
man William. 

9 Senfit Haroldus periculum undique nee intellexit qua evaderet, nifi in omnibus volun- 
tati Wilhelmi acquiefcerit. — Sim. Dun. p. 196. apud Twyfden. 
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On extorque (on 
confentement a 
cc qu*HaroId lui 
iticcede. 



Mult li fuft bel fe il p^uft, 

Ke Guillealme fun regne euft, 

Maiz trop eft luing h trop demore, 

Ne il ne pot aloigner Tore.^ 

Ewart en enfert^*^ g^feit 

Del mal dunt il morir debveit. 

Mult efteit de mort ag^hiz,^ 

£ mult ja efteit afi^bliz. 

Heraut afembla fis parenz, 

Amiz manda et altres genz. 

En la chambre li Reis entra, 

Cels ke li plout od li mena. 

Un Engleiz a avant parl^. 

Si com Herout out comande. 

Sire, dift-ily grant duil avon 

De 50 ke vos perdre devon ; 

De 90 fomes efpoent^. 

Mult en creimon eftre efgare. 

Ne poon ta vie aloignier, 

Ne ta mort por altre efchangier ; 

Chefcun por fei morir eftuet,* 

Hom por altre morir ne poet ; 

Ne te poon de mort garir, 

Ne tu ne poz a mort faillir ; 

A terre deit terre venir. 

Nos ne remaint^ emprez ta mort 

De tei nul eir ki nos cunfort : 

Vielz hoem es ja, pofe as vefcu, 

E ft n'as nul enfant ^u ; 

Filz u fille ne nul altre eir, 

Ki por tei poifTe remaneir. 



^ L'hcure. ^ En mfirmite. ^ Prefle. 

"' II faut mourir chacun pour foi. ' II ne nous refte apres ta mort 

^ According to the quotation in Thserryj i. 236, Edward's laft moments were difturbed 
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Long time had He wifh'd^ when His own life (hould end, 

That to Normandy's Duke His Crown (hould defcend ; 

But time was i^aft fleeting, the Duke far away, 

The ebb of His Life nothing human could flay. 

Enfeebrd and flruggling with mortal difeafe. 

On His Couch, He awaited his final releafe.^ 

Now Harold on watch for whatever might betide, 

Had fummon'd his kinsfolk and friends to his fide : 

To the King's fick Chamber, he made his way, 

Intruding therein with a long array ; 

And there, as they gathered around the King's Bed, 

An Englifhman, prompted by Harold, faid, 

** Sire, with the bitterefl grief we perceive 

" Our King is about this Life to leave. 

Fear and difmay our hearts overwhelm, 
" At perils impending over the Realm. 
" Our lives for Thine, would we readily give, 
" But not e'en that would make Thee live. 
" Each for himfelf his mortal breath 
" Owes to the Lord of life and death. 
" No art or fkill of Leech can fave 
** Our King from going to His Grave, 

For Earth mufl take the Earth fhe gave. 

Moreover none lives of Thy own royal Race, 

To confole us, or take Thy Kingdom and Place ; 

A reign full of honor — a life of full years, 

Have been Thine to enjoy — but Thou leavefl no Heirs. 
" No Prince, or Princefs from Thy Body defcend, 
** Thy Throne to inherit. Thy People defend. 



by melancholy forebodings. " Behold," he cried, " the Lord hath bent his bow ; the Lord 
hath brandifhed his fword, and made ready ; by fire and fword will he chaften ! " Benoit 
merely lays, " Glourioufe fin out e (ainte ! " The reader may ufefully compare the narrative 
here, with the illuftrative quotations from the old chroniclers, which are to be found in 
Thierry. 
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Ki nos gart e ki nos maintienge, 

E par lignage Rei devienge. 

Par ceft paiz plorent h crient, 

Se tu lor fauz, s morz funt, 90 dient, 

Jamez ne kuident paiz aveir» 

E jo kuide ke il dient veir,^ 

Kar ja fanz Rei paiz n'averon, 

Ne Rei n'aron fe par tei non.* 

Dune tun regne a tun vivant 

A tel ki face paiz en avant. 

J^ Dex n*otrei, n'a li ne place, 

Ke Reis ait ki paiz ne nos face ! ^ 

Malveiz eft regne h petit vaut, 

Dez ke juftife e paiz i faut.^ 

N'a dreit el regne ke il ait," 

Ki paiz e juftife ne fait. 

Bien es, bien as fet, bien feras, 

Deus as fervi h Deus auras. 

Ci eft li mielx de tes pais, 

Tut li mielx de tes amis ; 

Treftuit te funt venu pr^ier, 

E tu lor deiz bien otr^ir. 

Co poife nos ke ja t*en vas, 

Se por 90 non ke Deus auras. 

Ci tuit te viegnent hui° requerre 

Ke Heraut feit Rei de la terre ; 

Ne te favom mielx cunfeillier, 

Ne tu ne poz mielx efpleitier.° 

Dez ke cil out Heraut nome. 

Par la chambre ont Engleiz crie 

< Si tu leur manques. ^ Vrai. * A moins que par toi. 

^ Que jamais Dieu ne permette que nous ayons un roi qui ne nous maintienne pas en 
paix. 

^ Un royaume eft mauvais et de peu de valeur lorique la paix et la juftice y manquenc. 
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'^ Or to keep and to guard this Kingdom of Thine, 

By right of defcent from Thy Regal Line. 

Juft caufe hath the Nation Thy lofs to deplore 
•* And deem they die with Thee, when Thou art no more. 
" 'Tis a mafterlefs Land when Thy hand drops the helm ; 
'^ So I deem reafon fpeaks in this cry of the Realm ; 

A State is no State with no King on its Throne, 

And no King have we, unlefs Thou makeft one. 
'^ Ere death overtake Thee, name that man to reign 
*^ Beft able the Peace of the Land to maintain. 
'^ God forbid any other that ftation fhould fill, 
" Than a Guardian of Peace — both in pow'r and in will. 
" 111 efteem'd fliall the Land be, and low in the Scale, 
" Where Peace is not nurtured, where Juftice can fail, 
" And Princes Who both do not ftridkly preferve, 
" The rule over Nations in no wife deferve. 

Good wert Thou, and art, and good haft deferv'd. 

And God will reward Thee, The God Thou haft ferv'd. 
We who in Thy prefence, before Thee here ftand. 

Are all Thy beft friends, and the beft of the Land ; 
" By us all, with one voice, one pray'r is preferred 

And well will it be, if the grace is conferred. 

We mourn Thee, — but deeper our Hearts will be riv'n 

Leav'ft Thou that undone, which will (hut Thee from Heav'n. 
Here gathered before Thee this day, we demand, 
" That Harold be chofen as King of the Land. 
" Better counfel than this have we none to afford, 
" Nor canft Thou better do, than give ear to our word." 

As the lips of the Speaker pronounc'd Harold's name, 
*Twas greeted by all with a fhout of acclaim : 
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™ Celui qui ne procure point la paix et ne rend point juftice n'a aucun droit au royaume 
qu^il pofsede. 

" Aujourd'hui. ® Faire. 
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Ke bien parlout h bien difeit, 

E li Reis creire le debveit : 

Sire, dient-il, fe tu nel' faiz, 

Ja en noz vies n'aron paiz. 

Done s'eft li Reis el liet affis, 

Verz les Engleiz turna fun vis : p 

Seignors^ dift-il, afez favez, 

E maintes feiz ii avez 

Ke mon regne ai emprez ma vie 

Dune al Due de Normendie, 

E 90 ke jo li ai dun^ 

Li unt alquanz^ de vos jure. 

Done dift Heraut, ki fu en piez : ^ 

Ki ke voSy fire, fet aiez, 

Otreiez mei ke jo Rei feie, 

E ke voftre terre feit meie ;» 

Jo ne quier ne maiz voftre dreit, 

Ja mar^ plus por mei en fereit. 

Herauty dift li Reis, tu Tauras, 

Mais jo fai bien ke tu morras ; 

Si jo unkes li Dus eonui 

E li Barunz ki funt od lui» 

Et la grant gent k'il pot mander, 

Nient ne t'en pot forz Deus garder." 

Done dift Heraut, ke bien fereit, 

Dift li Reis 90 ke il voldreit, 

II fereit 90 ke k fere aveit ; 

Normant ne altre ne creimeit.^ 

Dune fe turna li Reis, fi dift, 

Ne fai fe par boen euer le fift : 

Ore faeent Engleis Due u Rei, 

Heraut u altre, jo Totrei.^ 



P Son vifagc. «» Aucuns. ' Qui ctait debout. 
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Sage words and well fpoken, they each of them thought. 
The King muft needs liften to that which they fought : 
'' For Sire," faid they all, " if fo be Thou abftain, 
" There ne'er will be Peace in the Kingdom again." 

Thereupon the fick King fat Him up in His Bed, 
And turning his face to thofe Englifhmen faid, 

Seignors, full well, and long time have ye known 

That Normandy's Duke fhould be Heir to this Throne, 
" When my own Life fhould end, and this my intent, 
" The oath of one prefent hath fandtion'd, as meant." 

Then Harold flood forward, and faid, " What wag done, 
" By Thee in fore time. Sire, regard as foregone. 
" God forbid I e'er crave other guerdon as mine, 
" Save to rule by Thy grant, o'er the Land that is Thine." 

Then anfwer'd The King, " Harold, fo fhall it be, 
" But Death's in the gift as I well can forefee ! 
" If Normandy's Duke in aught I have known, 
" And the warlike Barons who circle His Throne, 
" 'Gainfl them, aiid the Force they can bring to the Field, 
" Nowhere but in God, — canfl thou e'er find a fhield." 
" Let mine be the hazard," — flraight Harold reply'd, 
" For if with his pray'r King Edward comply'd, 
" And on him would His fov'reign grace but beflow 
" The Norman he feared not or other Foe." 

Then out fpake The King, — yet know I not, I, 
If He fpake the words fpontaneoufly, — 

Our Royal right ufing, — We grant and give. 

To our People, the high prerogative, 

And right, to choofe freely, whom they will, 
" The Duke or Harold Our Throne to fill." 






* Mienne. 

^ A Dieu ne plaife que Ton n'en Me davantage pour moi. 

» Garder, exceptc Dieu, ^ Nc craignait. "^ Je le permets. 
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Mort et enterre- 
inentd*£douard. 



Couronnement 
d*Harold. 



Iffi a fet Heraut fun eir 

Ouant Willame ne pout aveir. 

Rei a regne aveir eftuet,* 

Regne fanz Rei eftre ne puet. 

A fez Barunz a graant^)^ 

K'il en facent lor volenti. 

Li Reis morut, ne pout remaindre ; 

Mult en orent Engleiz ^ plaindre. 

Li corz ki mult fu ^norez, 

A Weftmoftier eft enterrez ; 

Mult fu riche fa fepulture 

Ki faite fu et encore dure, 

Dez ke li Reis Ewart fu morz, 

Heraut ki ert manant h forz* 

Se fift ^noindre^ h coroner ; 

Unkes al Due n'en volt parler. 

Homages prift h fteltez 

Des plus riches e des ainz nez. 



Guillaume ap- 
prend ce qui fe 
pafle en Angle- 
Cerre. 



En Roem ert li Dus el Pare, 
Entre fes mainz teneit un arc, 
Encorde I'aveit h tendu 
Et entef<^ e defentu.^ 



" II faut un roi a un royaume. ^ A accorde. ' Demeurer. 

^ Riche et puiflant. ^ Oindre. ^ Et band£ et arme. 

* Benoit de Sainte-More's account is fomewfaat diilerent. He in particular denies that 
Harold was anionted at all, or had any title but his own ufurpation. 

Heraut de coveidie efpris, 

Senz autre confeil qui'n fuft pris, 

Saifi le reigne demaneis ; 

Parjurez e faus fe fift reis, 

Eiffi, fenz icele undion, 

E fenz cele facration, 

Qu'en deit (aire a rei £iintement 

Le jor de fon coronement. 
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Thus Harold became The King Edward's Heir 
Perchance by default of the Duke's being there. 
Of King on its Throne every Realm hath need. 
Without one, it is not a Kingdom indeed. 
So granting His Barons to do as they would. 
They us'd The King's licence as feemed them good. 



The King's life was ended — He could not remain. 
All England with mourning was fill'd, and with pain. 
For His Corpfe, to which ev'ry honour was paid, 
In Weftminfter Abbey a grand Tomb was made. 
There in ftate, with vaft pomp, The King's Body lay, 
And the Monument o'er it exifts to this day. 
No fooner were Edward's days ended, by fate. 
Than Harold whofe riches and power were great, 
Tho' cautious from William to keep it unknown. 
As King of the Land, took His feat on the Throne. 
And homage and fealty to Him, were fworn. 
By the beft of the Realm, and by all the high born.^ 



With a Bow in his hand, in his Park at Roem,^ Rouen. 

Now flacking the cord, — now drawing it home, 



In this part of his chronicle he relates an expedition by Harold againft ^ 11 Galeis' and ^ reis 
Griffins, qui d'eus ert fire/ 

Heraut Tocift, 

Sa femme Aldit faifi e prift, 

Qui fille ert del bon conte Algar. 
But there muft be an error as to the period of Harold's marriage, for he had at leaft three 
children by Alditha. The Englifh writers fay that GrifFrid was killed by his own People, 
and his Head brought to Harold. Vide William Gemmeticencis, Brompton, &c. 

^ The park of Quevilly. Henry II. built a palace there, which eventually became the 
priory of St. Julien ; the chapel of which ftill fubfifts. An exteniive foreft adjoined. 
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A un varlet Tout fet livrer, 
Aler voleit, co crei, berfer,^ 
Mult aveit od li Chevaliers 
E dameifels et efquiers. 
Eis voz al poftiz un Serjant, 
Ki d'Engleterre vint errant, 
Al Due vint dreit, oil falua ; 
A une part li cunfeilla^ 
Ke li Reis Ewart ert finez/ 
E Heraut ert ^ Rei levez. 
Quant li Dus ot bien efcolte, 
E tute fout la v^rit^ 
Ke a fa fin ert Ewart trait, 
E ke Haralt efleit Reis fait, 
Semblant fift d'home corocie. 
ceete nouveiie L'ovre del boiz a tut lefiie, 

le rend penfif et _ ^ t i • / 

Toucieux. Sovant a fun mantel lacie, 

Et fovent Ta deftachie ; 
Ne il a home ne pari a, 
Ne home a il parler n'ofa. 
A un batel Saine pafTa, 
A fa fale vint, enz entra ; 
Al chief d'un banc s'eft acotez, k 
D'ores en altre*' s'eft tornez, 
De fun mantel covri fun vis, 
Sor un pecol * fun chief a mis ; 
Ifii penfa li Dus grant pofe, 
Ke Ten parler i li n'en ofe. 
Plufors demanderent en derriere : 
Ke a li Dus, ke fet tel chiere?^ 
Eis vus a tant^ li fenefchal, 
Ki del Pare veneit a cheval. 



** Chaffer. • Lui parla en particulier, lui dit tout bas. ' Etait more. 
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Stood William the Duke, who a hunting would go, 
And he call'd to a Varlet, and gave him the Bow. 
There were Knights and Efquires, who ftood by his fide, 
And gentle Youths,* ready to run or to ride ; 
When a Serjeant came to a Poftern Gate 
From England arrived, on the Duke to wait. 

So he bow'd him low, and the Duke lent ear 
To the weighty news he was now to hear. 
Thus he learnt that Edward of England was dead. 
And Harold was crown'd as King in His (lead. 

With mien of intenfe concern, each word. 
Of the tale 'that was told, Duke William heard. 
Much mov'd he feem'd, and he fet afide 
The Chafe to which he had meant to ride. 
Silent and ftern, he ftrode along. 
His fingers clutching his Mantle's thong. 
To none he fpake, — and none to him 
Durft utter a word — he look'd fo grim. 
Then a Boat He took, and pafs'd the Seine, 
And came to his Hall, and entered in. 
Upon a Bench he laid him low. 
And there kept tofiling to and fro. 
His Mantle over his face he drew. 
His head againft a pillar threw. 
Long wrapt in thought he dwelt, and none 
Durft aik him what he thought upon. 
But many were they who afk'd afide, 
What chance had happened or might betide. 

There as he lay, in mood fo dark. 
Came his SenefchaP riding from the Park; Robert riu or- 

ber, of Breteail. 

« Au bout d*un banc s*eft appuye. ** D*heurc en autre, de temps en temps. 

* Support, appui. ^ Telle mine. * Voila, dans ce moment. 

* * Damoifels,' young men of gentle birth, not yet knights. 

* William Fitz Osbern, Lord of Breteuil (de Bretolio), in the arrondiflement of 

£ 
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Confeils qui lui 
font donnes par 
Guillaume de 
Breteuil, Ton fe- 
nce bal. 



De lez li Dus"" pafla avant, 
Par la fale ala chantufant ; ^ 
E plufors li vunt demandant 
Por kei li Dus fet tel femblant. 
Et il lor dift : noveles orreiz ® 
Maiz d'oir mar? vos haftereiz, 
Kar novele tel coftume a 
Ki ne Tout nove, viez Tara- 
Dune leva li Dus en fciant,^ 
E li fenefchal dift itant : ' 
Sire, fire, por kei celez 
Li noveles ke vos favez ? 
Se la novele ne Toon,* 
Pot eel eftre viez la fauron ; 
Ja el celer^ prou n'en aureiz, 
Ne el dire rien ne perdreiz, 
De 90 fetes grant chierte, 
Ke tuit fevent par la cite.'^ 
Par cele cite vunt difant, 
Tuit le fevent petit e grant, 
Ke li Reis Ewart eft finez 
E de ceft fiecle trefpafiez, 
E Heraut eft Reis devenuz, 
Et el r^alme receuz. 



Evreux. He was, by his father, the grandfon of Herfait, brother of the duchefs Gunnor ; 
and, by his mother, grandlbn of Ralf, count of Ivry. Both father and fon held the office 
of fenefchal, thefe houfehold offices being among the Normans held by the perfons of 
higheft birth and eminence. Wace fays of the houfehold of Richard II : 

Gentil furent li capelain, 

Gentil furent li efcrivain, 

Gentil furent li cuneftable, 

£ bien poefTanz e bien aidable ; 

Gentil furent li fenefcal, 

Gentil furent li marefcal, 

Gentil furent li buteillier, 
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Clofe by the Duke he pafs'd along, 

And humming as he went a fong. 

Many came round him, and fought to know, 

What news fo clouded their Seignor's brow? 

Said the Senefchal — " There be news indeed, 

** Yet tarry awhile, if ye lift my rede, 

" For news that oozes not forth in its prime, 

" Will dawn on your fenfes all in good time." 

The Duke meanwhile, on the bench where he lay, 
Sat up, and the Senefchal 'gan to fay, 
" Sire, for what caufe is the news concealed. 

But now to thy private ear reveaFd ? 

That which at prefent to few is known, 
** To-morrow becomes the talk of the Town. 
" Where is the gain of keeping it clofe ? 
" Or if fpread abroad, what is there to lofe } 
" All that within your bofom you hide, 

Through Rouen is bruited far and wide. 

That Edward is dead — Harold King of His State, 

Is everywhere known to fmall and great." 









Gentil furent It defpenfier ; 
Li chamberlenc e li uiffier 
Furent tuit noble chevalier. 
William became earl of Hereford, and was killed in 1070. Ordericus Vitalis^ 536, exclaims, 
^ Ubi eft Guillelmus Ofberni filius, Herfordenfis comes, et regis vicarius, Normanniae da- 
pifer, et magifter militum bellicofus ? Hie nimirum primus et maximus oppreflbr Anglorum 
fuit, et enormem cauiam per temeritatem fuam enutrivit, per quam multis millibus ruina 
mifera: mortis incubuit/ His family were ibon involved in rebellion, and difappeared in 
England. The Ofbernus epifcopus — of Exeter — in Domefdayy was his brother. See 
Ellis's IntroduSfion to Domefday^ i. 460-5 1 1 . 

"* Pres du due. " Fredonnant, chantant legerement. 

"^ Entendrez. p Mai a propos. 

"^ Sur fon feant. ' Alors. 

Ne Tentendons. * Profit. 

"^ Vous faites grand fecret de ce que tout le monde fait dans la cite. 
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MefTages entre 
Guillaume et 
Harold. 



Defi adrefle a 
Harold par Guil- 
laame. 



Qo peife mei, dift li Dus, 

Maiz n'en pois mie fere plus. 

D'Ewart me peife h de fa mort, 

£ de Heraut ki m'a fet tort : 

Tort me fet ki li regne a pris» 

Ki m'efteit dun^ h pramis^ 

E Heralt le m'aveit jur^. 

A eels paroles refpondi 

Li filz Ofher el cuer hardi : 

Sire, dift-ily ne vos targiez, 

Delivrement vos porcachiez/ 

Ke de Heralt f^iez vengiez, 

Ki fi s'eft verz vos defloiez ;^ 

Se boen corage ne vos faut,* 

Ne remaindra terre k Heraut. 

Mandez kanke>^ mander poez, 

Paflez mer, terre lor tollez : 

Prufdhoem ne deit nient comencier^ 

Ne efmover por delaiffier, 

U comencier et a chief traire,' 

U tut laifiier fanz noife faire. 

Ifli ala par la cuntr^e 

Del Roi Heraut la renomee. 

Willame li manda fovent, 

K'il li tenift fun ferement, 

E Heraut li manda vilment/ 

K'il ne fereit por li n^ient,*^ 

Ne il fa fille ne prendreit, 

Ne il terre ne li rendreit. 

Et Willdalme le desfia,<^ 

E desfiance li manda ; 



" Mettez-vous en befogne j agifTez. 

' Ne vous manque. ^ Tout ce que. 



Delie de (on ferment. 
' Terminer, mettre a fin. 



«( 
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Him the Duke anfwer*d, *^ Thence my grief, 
" But how, or whence, can it find relief? 
" King Edward's death doth grieve me fore, 
*' But Harold's wrong afifeds me more. 

Wrongfully fits he on the Throne 

Promised and pledg'd to me alone, 

Honor and oath he hath both foregone." 
Gallant Fitz 0{ber made anfwer, ** I pray 
" Chafe thoughts like thefe. Sire, far away. 
" So adl that Harold's treach'rous deed 

In thy jufl vengeance find its meed. 

Dare greatly, and that Englifh Land, 

Shall pafs from Harold's grafping hand. 

Thy forces fummon— crofs the Sea, 
** And feize on England, Land and Sea. 
" The teft of a brave and prudent Man 
** Is carrying through what he began, 
'^ Or (hould he deem his fchemes muft fail, 
** He giveth them up, and doth not bewail." 

Ere long, and throughout all the Land, it was known 
How Harold was feated as King on the Throne. 
Duke William reminded Him oft and again. 
That he held Him bound by the Oath he had ta'en. 
But matters grew worfe upon Harold's reply, 
For He anfwer 'd the Duke injurioufly ; 
Refufing his Daughter to take as His Wife,^ 
Or to render the Land, the caufe of the ftrife. 
Then bafing the challenge upon his good right. 
The Duke defy'd Harold, to meet him in fight. 



* D'une maniere vile. ^ Neant, rien. ^ Le provoqua au combat. 

^ At ille nee illud quidem &cere fe velle, nee hoc formidare dixit. — Sim. Dun. p. 196. 
apud Twyiden, 
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Normands chaf-. 
Ics d*Anglcterre. 



Guillaume fe de- 
termine a aller 
revendiquer la 
couronne d*An- 
gleterre. 



E Heraut toz terns reponeit*^ 
Ke nule rien* mez ne creimeit. 
Normanz ki el pa'iz maneient,^ 
Ki fames et enfanz aveient, 
Ke Ewart i aveit men^z 
E granz chaflels h iieus dunez, 
Fift Heraut del paiz chacier, 
N*en i volt un foul leflier ; 
Li peres cacha h li meres, 
Filz e filleSy ferors e freres. 
Heralt prift corone a noel, 
Mielx li venift aveir fait el ; s 
Ne fift a fon eir fe mal non,^ 
E a tute la region. 
For li regne fe perjura, 
E li regne poi li dura. 
A tut li regne fift damage, 
Et en triftor mift fon lignage : 
Ne volt mie fiUe el Due prendre, 
Ne cunvenant tenir ne rendre ; 
Maiz malement le comperra' 
II e la gent k'il plus ama> 
Willame fout e entendi 
As noveles ke il o'l 
Ke Heraut rien ne li fereit, 
Ne covenant ne li teindreit : 
Cunfeil prift ke mer paffereit 
Et a Heraut fe combatreit ; 
Se Dam le Deu i cunfenteit, 
Del perjure fe vengereit. 
Li Dus Willame a mult penfe 
Ke Heraut Tout en grant vilte,* 



Repondait. 



NuUe chofe. 



Demeuraient. 
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But other anfwer he never got 
From Harold, but that He fear*d him not. 
Not few of the Normans whilft Edward reign'd, 
With Wives and children, had Lands obtain'd. 
And Caftles and Fiefs ; but them one and all, 
Harold drove forth from the Land, great and fmall. 
Fathers, and Mothers, and little ones too. 
Brothers and Sifters, — the whole of the Crew/ 
'Twas Chriftmas when Harold was crown'd as King, 
Unwitting what ills on His land He (hould bring. 
Elfe had He fcap*d from the blot on his name. 
And the ruin that over His Kingdom came. 
For the gain of a Crown, — He was forfworn. 
Soon from His head, that Crown was torn ; 
His reign to the realm, with evil fraught, 
Deftruftion on His lineage brought. 
In that He broke His plighted troth, 
To the Duke's Daughter, and His oath, 
Dread retribution (hall it coft, 
Himfelf, and all He lov'd the moft. 

Duke William at length became fully aware. 
That Harold was falfe to the Oath that He fware. 
And much he refleded, and turn'd it well o'er, 
How the Sea he might pafs, and attain England's Shore. 
And how, — if The Lord deign'd to favor the right. 
He beft might feek vengeance, — and right him, by Fight. 
All the paft fcanning over, — he thought much and long ; 
What affedled him moft, in this manifold wrong, 



^ Avoir fait autre chofe. '' Sinon du mal. ' Le paiera. 

^ Lui et ceux qu'il afiFe(^ionna le plus. ' Mepris. 

^ The Ejtoire de Seint JEdwardle rei^ (a MS. in the univerfity library at Cambridge,) 
makes Harold's tyrannical proceedings a prominent motive for William's expedition. 
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II raflfemble fes 
principaux ba- 
rons pour leur 
demander leur 
aififtance. 



K'il n'en deingna ^ li parler, 

Ainz" kil fiJift coroner. 

Co ke Ewart li out dun^, 

E ke Heraut li out jur^, 

Li a tolleit h trefpaft^, 

E li iien ferement fal£^. 

S'il le poeit, 50 dift, grever 

E damagier fanz mer pafler, 

Volentiers le damagereit, 

Et ainz,° 90 difl, mer paflereit, 

Ke de Heraut ne fe vengaft, 

E ke fon dreit ne porcachaft. 

Li Dus dift ke mer pailera, 

E de Heraut fe vengera. 

Pur cunfeil prendre de cefte ovre, 

Ainz® k'il ^ altre s'en defcovre, 

Manda Robert li Conte d'Ou, 

Ki marchift i eels de Vimou^P 

E Rogier de Mongomeri, 

K'il teneit mult por grant ami, 

E li fils Ofber de Bretuil, 

Guillaume out non, plain fu d'orguil, 

E Gautier GifFart a mand^» 

Ki done efteit de grant bont^. 

L'Evefke Odun manda fon frere, 

E Robert ki Moretoin ere ; ^ 

Robert frere li Dus efteit, 

Ki en grant chiertd le teneit ; 

Amdui cil' efteient li frere, 

Mais 90 efteit de par fa mere. 

Rogier de Vilers fift mander, 

Ki mult efteit ^ ^norer ; 



" Avant. 



" Plutot. 



* Avant. 



8 
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Was the filent negledl, which Harold had (hewn, 

While bufy'd in feating Himfelf on the Throne. 

No Envoy from Him had been fent to the Duke, 

To explain, or fay wherefore, the Sceptre He took ; 

But He bafely ufurp'd it, — this too, tho' He fwore, 

Himfelf would the Kingdom to William make o'er. 

Much he wifh^d that he had not to pafs the Sea, 

To wreak his revenge on his enemy ; 

Yet rather than vengeance *gainft Harold forego. 

Determined to crofs, and encounter his Foe. 

Ere then to others his projects he brake 

He caird certain Lords, their counfell to take. 

Robert the Earl of the County of Ou, 

A Seignor whofe lands march'd with thofe of Vimou. 

And Roger the Seignor de Montgomeri 

Whom faft in his friendihip he well knew to be. 

William Fitz Ofber, Lord of Breteuil, 

Proud of his birth and Princely rule. 

Walter GifFart, the brave and good. 

And Bifhop Odo, his brother half blood. 

Robert de Moreton^ was alfo there. 

Another half Brother whom he held dear. 

Both were his Brothers on mother's fide. 

And both the Duke fought, for counfel and guide. 

Roger de Vilers,^ a Counfellor fage. 



P Qui €tait voifin de ceux du Vimeu. ^ Qui etait de Mortain. 

' Ces deux-ci. ® Vimeu. 

9 As to Roger de Montgomeri, Walter Giffart, Odo, bishop of Bayeux, 
and Robert, count of Mortain — comes Moritolii — fee our fubfequent notes on the 
chiefs at the battle of Haftings. 

^ Roger de Vieilles, not Villers, — ^nor Veules, as often written, owing to incorred 
tranflation of the latin title, de Vetulis, — fon of Humfry of the (ame name, who is ftated to 
have died at Preaux, 1074. Vieilles is a fmall commune in the canton of Beaumont, 
arrondiflement of Bernay ; where the family appears to have been eftablilhed before the 
building the caftle, which ftill bears the name of Roger. Roger is below, and ufually, ftyled 

F 
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Mult efteit tenu por fage, 
Et jk efteit de grant aage, 
Sez filz aveit yi chevaliers 
» Bien nobles homes h bien fiers ; 
Sire ert de Belmont-le-Rogier, 
Grant terre aveit ^ juftifier. 
E Iwun' manda al chapel, 
Ki a fame aveit Muriel, 
Seror li Dus de par fa mere 
E Herluin aveit 4 pere ; 
Ne fai fe enfez d'els naiki, 
Maiz unkes^ parler n'en of. 
A eels Baninz dift fun cunfeii 
Ainz k'il f^ift grant apareil ; 
Dit lor a com il pert fon dreit, 
Et come Heraut li toleit : 
Se il Tofoent bien loer, 
Por fei vengier paflereit mer. 
S'il s'en voleient bien pener 
Od la gent k'il poeit mander, 
E Dex le volfift graanter," 
Bien porreit fun dreit recovrer. 
Et il dient ke tuit funt preft 
D*aler od li fe meftier eft ;^ 
Ja por lor terres engagier, 
Ne por vendre, s*il eft meftier,*^ 



DE Beaumont or BBLLOMdNT. He could not have been very old at the conqueft, (if 
Wace is to be underftood as fo aflerting,) for he lived till thirty years after. His fon Robert 
became earl of Leicefter on the grant of Hen. I. ; having been adult, and diftinguiihed htm- 
felf at Haftings, according to WilUam of Poitiers* See our iubfequent note, and EUis's 
Dmntfdajy u 380. 

• Yvon. * Jamais. " Permettre. 

^ Si befoin eft. ^ S'il eft befoin. 

^ Beaumont-le-Roger on the Rille. 

^ Hiftorians have not mentioned an uterine fifter of William, called Muriel, but Wace's 
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Much honor'd and far advanc'd in age, 

Was alfo caird. — Six Sons had he. 

All Knights, and worthy their Chivalry. 

Of Belmont le Rogier^^ he was Chief, 

Adminift'ring a mighty Fief. 

He fummon'd too Ivon al Chapel, 

Spoufe of the Lady Muriel ;^ 

Whom the Duke's Mother whilome bore, 

To Herluin, but men ignore. 

If e*er of Ivon and that Dame, 

(I never heard it,) offspring came. 

To thefe then his Barons, ere yet he began 

To make preparations, he open'd his plan. 

Of his rights and how he had loft them he fpake, 

Of Harold, and of the Oath that He brake. 

And how by their Aid, if they granted it, he 

Would vengeance prepare, and crofs over the Sea. 

With help of The Lord, and his good People's aid. 

Of gaining his rights he was no whit afraid. 

The Barons declared, with a common accord, 
They were ready to follow their fuzerain Lord. 
Nay more, they would pledge, or difpofe of their Lands, 
If fuch were the help he required at their hands. 

account is confirmed from other Iburces. It would feem to have been to her, then a 
widow — ad Muriel fimftimonialem — fifter of Odo, Bifhop of Bayeux — ^and therefore fifter, 
or more properly half-fifter, of Adelidis, that the poet Serlon, the canon of Bayeux, (as to 
whom fee i9^acey ii. 235, 393) addrefled his verfes di capta Bajocenfium civitaU. The 
baron here called Iwun-al-Chapel feems to be Eudo de capello— du manteau, or capu- 
chon — ^fon of Turftain Halduc and Emma his wife, and fubfcribing himfelf Eudo Haldub 
in a charter of 1074. Mem. Ant. Norm. viii. 436. He was dapifer to Duke William ; 
although not the Eudo dapifer of Domefday^ who was fon of Hubert de Rie. He was the 
head of the houfe of Haie-du-Puits in the Contentin, and undoubtedly married a Muriel, 
as appears by the charters of Leflay, whether fhe were a daughter of Herluin or not. The 
eftates of Eudo went to his nephew, which confirms Wace's account of his having no 
iflue. See the Leflay charters in Dugdale and Gallia Chrijliana^ and our fubfequent note 
on de la Haie. 
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rale des baroM 
nonnandi. Dc- 
mandei du due. 



Lea barons deli- 
birent 



Ne perdra rien k'il aveir deie^ 
Mais fez homes h fez clers creie. 
Vos aveZy font-il, grant barnage, 
Maint horn avez vaillant e fage, 
Ki funt d'altrefi grant poeir 
Et altretant kuident valeir 
Come nos a ki vos parlez : 
Cefte parole lor moftrez^ 
Bien deivent al cunfqil venir, 
Ki el travail deibvent partir.* 
Ifli funt li Barunz mand^ 
Et i un jor tuit afembl^ ; 
Dift lor a li Dus h moftr^ 
Come Heraut Ta engini^ ;T 
Co done Ewart Tout fet fon eir 
L'i a toleity ner pout aveir. 
Vengier fe volt s'il unkes poet, 
Maiz grant aie li eftuet ; * 
Ne pot mie fanz lor aie* 
Aveir grant gent ^ grant navie : 
Die chefcun ke il li fera, 
Kels genz e quantes n& merra> 
Cil dient k'il en parlereient, 
Et par cunfeil Ten repondreient, 
Et li Dus lor a graant^.^ 
Al cunfeil unt lunges eft^, 
Li cunfeil a lunges dur^. 
E lunges unt entrels dot^^ 
Ke diront h ke refpondront^ 
£ kele, aie li feront. 
Mult fe font entrels demente ; ' 
Sovent, 90 dienty funt grev^ ; 



* Participer. ^ L»a tromp€. " Lui fiiut. * Aide. 

^ Et combien de navires il menera. ' Y a confenti. "^ Hefite. * Plaint 
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Whatever his rights were, he thofe fhould have 
If truft to his Clerks and his People he gave. 

^* A mighty Lordfhip owns thy fway, 
" Wife men and brave thy rule obey ; 
** Men in all points as good as we. 

Who here this day thy Counsellors be : 

Tell them thy tale, and let them (hew. 

What they advife, as beft to do. 

In Council, they {hould have their fhare 
" Who muft a common danger dare." 

Thereafter his Barons were fummon'd, and they^ 
Were gathered together, all on a fet day ;^ 
Them did the Duke addrefs, to fhew 
The tale of Harold's guile, and how 
He had been robb'd of the Kingly feat. 
Which Edward will'd him, by deceit. 
Fain would he venge himfelf ; and pray'd. 
This end to gain, their lib'xal aid. 
An Army and Fleet, by their means alone. 
Could be raised, which wanting, nought could be done. 
So he afk*d them to fay, in view of this end. 
What Ships and what Men they would each of them fend ? 

They anfwer'd, ** Thereon 'twas their wifh to debate, 
^* And after difcuffion, their counfel to date.*' 
The Duke gave afTent, and the Counfel begun, 
Where long they debated o'er what fhould be done. 
And firfl, what reply to the Duke fhould be made, 
Regarding their fervice, in yielding him aid. 
Hefitations and grievances made themfelves heard. 
And fome on the flate of their means faid a word. 



* Conventum magnum apud Lillebonam fecit. — Anonym, Contin. of Bede^ 331. 
^ Wace does not name the place of meeting of this great council. William of 
Malmijbury informs us that it was at Lillebonne ; where the remains of the ancient caftle 



ftill exift. 
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Mult fe vont entrels dementant. 
Par tropeax fe vunt cunfeiUant, 
Ci vinty ci quinze^ d quarante, 
Ci trente, ci cent, ci feifante. 
Li uns dient ke n^ fcront 
Et od li Du8 mcr pafleront ; 
Li altres dient ke pas n'iront, 
Kar mult deibvent h povres font ; 
Li uns volent, li altres non. 
Entrels aveit grande contention/ 
Quant le filz Ofber vint avant : 
K'alez V06, dift-il, eftrivant ? 
A voftre natural Seignor, 
Ki s'entremet de querre enor,s 
Ne devez vos mie faillir ; 
De vos fieus le devez fervir, 
Et quant vos fervir le devez, 
Efforciement^ le fervez. 
N'atendez mie k'il vos priet,^ 
Ne ne demandez nul refpiet,^ 
Alez avant, fi li offrez 
Mult plus ke faire ne poez : 
Ne fetes mie k'il fe plaigne 
Ne fon erre' par vos remaigne.™ 
Se la bufuigne remaneit. 
Par adventure toft direit, 
A 90 k*il eft achoifonoSy^ 
Ke tut areit perdu par nos ; 
Fetes li tant ke il ne die 
Ke s'erre feit par vos faillie. 
Sire, font-il, la mer doton,^ 
Ultre mer fervir ne devon, 
Parlez por nos, 90 vos pr^ion, 
La parole for vos meton : 
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By tens and by twenties, and fixties or more 

Groups flood in difcuflion, and talk'd matters o*er. 

While fome were all ready, and prompt to agree. 

To crofs with the Duke in their Ships over Sea ; 

Others faid they would not, — Debt burthen'd them fore, 

Such venture befitted not men that were poor. 

Some would not, — ^fome would, and difcord was rife. 

When thus fpake Fitz Oiber, appealing the Strife : — 
" Which way do ye tend. Sirs ? Why fails the accord, 

" And the duty ye owe, to your Seignor and Lord ? 

** If he feeking honor, goes forth on its track, 

** What man is there here who would dare to hold back ? 

" The fervice ye owe him, for Lands held in fee. 
Ye needs muft difcharge, fo difcharge heartily. 
Wait not till the Duke for your fervice may pray. 
Let each do his duty, and crave ho delay. 
Go gallantly forward, and be not afraid 
Of exceeding your means in your offers of aid. 
Ne'er let it be faid, that your Duke's fcheme had fail'd. 
From lack of fupport, or from courage that quail'd. 
Sufpicious he is, and perchance he will fay. 
That yours is the &ult, if he meets with delay. 
Should his proje£t mifcarry, to all he'll proclaim, 
'Twas ye caus'd the failure, and yours is the blame ! " 
The Barons made anfwer, ^^ The Sea is our dread ; 

** To the Land, Sir ! — our fervice is limited ; 

" We pray and entreat thee, for us to decide, 

" And by that decifion we all will abide," — 

Said he, " Do ye me with full pow'rs invefl?" 

•* Yea," anfwer'd each man, " we'll obey thy behefl ; 
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' Difpute. » Dc chercher honneur. ■* Dc tout votrc pouvoir. 

* Qu'il vous pric. ^ Delai. * Son expedition. 

°^ Manque. " Soupfonneux. ^ Craignons. 
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Vos direz 90 ke vos voldrez/ 
N6s feron 90 ke vos direz. 
Metez le vos, dift-il, for mei ? 
Oil,P dift chefcun, jo Totrei ;^ 
Alon el Due, por nos parlez, 
Ki nos aflentemenz'^ fave:^. 
Le filz Ofher done s'en torna, 
Devant els vint, por els parla : 
Sir6, Sire, tornez vos 9^ ; 
Soz Ciel, dift-il, tel gent ne a 
Ke Sire deie tant amer, 
Ne ke tant face ^ ^norer 
Come la gent ke vos avez ; 
Amer h garder la devez. 
Por vos, 90 dient, avancier, 
Se lerreient^ en mer n^ier 
U en feu ardent geter. 
Mult vos poez en els fier, 
Lungement vois unt ji fervi, . 
Et a grant coft^ vos unt fui, 
E volentiers vos ferviront ; 
Se bien Tout fet, mielx le feront ; 
Enfemble o vos mer pafleront, 
Voftre fervife dobleront. 
Ki folt** mener vint chevaliers, 
Quarante en merra volentiers, 
E ki de trente fervir deit, 
De fefahte fervir vos Velt,^ 
E cil ki folt fervir de cent, 
Dous cent en merra ^ bonement ; 
E jo merrai en boen amor 
En la bufoigne mon Seignor 
Sefante n^s apareillies 
De homes cumbatanz chargies. 



€i 



CONGEST OF ENGLAND. 41 

** To the Duke let us go, thou Spokefman flialt be : 

" Our wiflies and purpofe are all known to thee." 
Fitz Ofber look'd round him, and leading the way, 

In the Duke's prefence flood, — and thus did he fay ; 
Deign, Sire, to regard us, — and know that there be 
Under Heav'n's high dome — none fuch VafTals as we. 
So true to their Liege — ^who his honor more prize. 
And doubtlefs their Seignor loves them in likewife. 
In Sea might you drown us, or into flames thrufl. 
If your fervice required it ; — fuch Men you may trufl. 

" But fervice fo faithful, and Treafures fo vafl, 

" Devoted to thee in the times that be pafl. 
Shall be nought to the Service now laid at tHy feet, 
We'll double thy Forces and double thy Fleet. 
For twenty Knights, — forty fhall go to the Field, 
And fixty for thirty, this Mufler fhall yield ; 
Whilfl Lords who a hundred fhould have in their pay. 
Shall come with two hundred, in battle array. 
I myfelf, in my Love for my Seignor and Lord, 
Sixty Ships will equip, — with arm'd Crews aboard." 
Fitz Ofber thus fpake, but the Lords flood aghafl. 

And marveird and trembl'd at that which had pafs'd. 

Such pledges of Service, in aid of the War, 

Exceeded the SenefchaFs warrant, by far. 

Many faid they retraced, and clamoured aloud, 

Confufion and murmurs pervaded the Crowd. 

They fear*d that their fervice thus doubled, for once. 

Would for ever be fix'd, — not claimed for the nonce. 

Thus trouble ran through them, fo that not one word 

Of reafon or fenfe *mid the Tumult was heard. 
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P Qui. *» J'y confens. ' Nos intentions. 

' Se laifleraient. * CoAt, depenfe. "^ Qui a coutume. 

" Vous vcut. ^ En menera. 
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Li Barunz tuit fe merveillierent. 
Mult fremirent h grondillierent* 
Des paroles ke cil difeit, 
E des pramefTes k*il fafeit^ 
Dune il ne aveit nul garant. 
Plufors Taloent defdifant ; 
Mult oiiiiez cort eftormir,^ 
Noife lever, Barunz fremir. 
Li fervife ki eft doblez 
Creiment k'il feit en feu tornez,' 
Et en coftume feit tenu, 
Et par coftume feit rendu. 
Mult part fu la cort trobl^e, 
Grant fu la noife e la cri^e ; 
Nus hoem ne poeit altre entendre. 
Parole oi'r ne raifon rendre. 
Li Dus a une part fe trait ^ 
For la noife ki li defplait ; 
Li Barunz manda un h un, 
Dift a e prei^ ^ chefcun 
Ka ceft grant befuing tant li face, 
Ke il ait s'amor e fa grace. 
E quant ceft ovre eft fi emprife,** 
Se il li doblent lor fervife, 
Se il de lor grae plus li font. 
Mult bien, 90 dift, fait li auront ; 
Ne ke jamez d'ore en avant, 
Co lor a miz en convenant, 
N'ierent^ de fervife requis, 
Forz tel ke folt eftre al paiz,^ 
E tel come lor anceffor 
Soleient* fere a lor Seignor. 
Done dift chefcun k'il li fereit, 
E quantes n^s^ mener porreit, 
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The Duke, forely vex'd at the clamour and noife. 
Drew afide from the meeting, in rueful furprife. 
The Barons before him he call'd, one by one, 
And explained, in detail, all he wiih'd to be done. 
If his grace and his favor they fought to obtain 
There was need and occaiion all efforts to ftrain. 
If freely and frankly they doubled their aid. 
The end to be gain'd was afTur'd, as he faid. 
Hereafter no fervice He'd ever demand. 
Beyond what was fix'd by the Law of the Land ; 
Or fuch as their Anceftors gave by accord. 
And cuftom of right, to their Seignor and Lord. 

Hereupon by each one declaration was made. 
What Ships and what men he would furnifh in aid. 
And the Duke on a Lift ev*ry offer enrolFd, 
Where numbers of Ships, and of Knights were all told. 
Thus with each Baron's name was writ, fide by fide. 
The Ships and the Knights he was bound to provide. 

Forty Ships Bifhop Odo the Duke's brother gave. 
And eager his part in the venture to have. 
The Bifhop of Mans,^ thirty Ships would prepare. 
With Sailors and Pilots all mann'd, as his fhare. 
Each Baron engag'd his Ships* quota to bear, 
But the number fo promised, I never could hear.^ 



* Murmurerent. ^ La cour, raffemblee fe troublcr. 

■ Craignent qu'il ne foit change en fief, en redevance. ' Se retire. 

^ Entreprife. *= Ne feront. 

** Excepte tel qu'il eft d'ufage au pays. • Avaient coutume. 

^ £t combien de navires. 

* Fide Appendix. 

^ Sec in the Appendix the curious lift from Taylor's anon. MS. (fuppofed to be of the 
age of Hen. I.) containing the proportions in which William's naval force was fiirnifhed. 
Fitz Ofbern's number agrees with Wace's account of his promife. The lame lift, with 
fome variations, (whence arifing we know not,) is printed in Turner's Hiftory of the Anglo- 
Saxons; and in Littleton's Hiftory of Hen. //. vol. i. Sec alfo Ellis, Domefday^ i. 227. 
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E li Dus fift tot enbrever,8 
N^ fift h Chevaliers nombrer. 
Li Baruqz li unt graant^. 
Dune a chefcun dift e nome 
Quanz Chevaliers il trovera, 
E quantes n^s mener porra. 
De fon frere TEvefke Odun 
Re9ut quarante n^s par dun ; 
Li Eveike ki fu del Mans 
Od mariniers, od efturmans^ 
Fift trente n^s apareillier ; 
Mult voleit li Dus avancier. 
Chefcun des Barunz n^ pramift, 
Mez jo ne fai ke chefcun dift. 
Poiz a requis fes boens veizins 
Bretunz, Manfels et Angevins, 
Cels de Pontiff e de Boloigne, 
K'od li viegnent en fa befoigne. 
A eels ki voldrent, pramift terre, 
Se Engleterre poet cunquerre ; 
A plufurs pramift livreifuns,^ 
Riches fold^es h boens duns. 
De par tut manda fold^iers ; ^ 
Ki el gaaing vunt volentiers. 
Al Rei de France fon Seignor 
Monftra por bien h por s'onor 
K'il volt pafTer mer fur Heraut, 
Ki li trice del tut h faut."* 
En Belveifin, ^ Saint-Girmer 
Ala li Dus el Rei parler ; 
La le quift** h R le truva, 
E fa bufoigne li monftra, 
Ke fe tant aidier li voleit, 
Ke par s*aie^ ^uft fon dreit, 
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Then his neighbors the Bretons, and Men of Anjou, 
Of Maine — of Bologne — and the parts of Ponthieu, 
To aid him he fummon'd. On all who would go, 
If England He conquered, — its Lands he*d beftow. 
To many their outfits he promised in kind. 
Large pay, and rich gifts in abundance to find. 
And Soldiers of fortune he fought to retain, 
Men ready to fight in all caufes for gain. 

To the Monarch of France he right duly explained, 
As he ow'd to his Lord Who in that Kingdom reign'd, 
How his weal and his honour were deeply engaged, 
Harold's treafon fole caufe of the War to be wag*d. 

The Duke with the King at St. Girmer® conferred 
In the Balveifin diflrid, and there The King heard 
All the plans that were form'd ; and that if with His might 
The King would aflifl him, in winning his right. 
He, the Duke, would hold England as Fief at His hand, 
And render Him fervice as Lord of that Land. 

The King faid, not only that He would abflain, 
But fought the Duke's projects to check and reflrain. 
The King had been counfell'd by Barons of France, 
In no way the plans of the Duke to advance. 
Too great was his Pow'r, and, if greater it grew, 
The King might have reafon fuch greatnefs to rue. 



« Mettre en brcf, mettre par ecrit. *• Pilotes. 

* Du Ponthieu. ^ Prefens, fournitures. 

' Soldats, aventuriers, gens qui, fans dependre d'aucun fouverain en particulier, fiufiuent 
metier de la guerre, et la faifaient pour celui que les payait le mieux. 

^ £t manque de foi. ^ La le chercha. ^ Son aide. 

^ Saint Germer, near Gournay. The king of France at this time was Philip, the 
fucceflbr of Henry, whofe army was defeated at Mortemer. Philip was a minor ; Baldwin 
the fifth, William's father-in-law, being his guardian ; but not, as Sifmondi (ays, taking any 
adive part in the management of French afl&irs. Philip, however, could perfonally have 
taken no condu£l of fuch matters. 
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Engleterre de li prendreit, 
E volentiers Ten fervireit ; 
Refiu de Phi- E li Reis dift ke non fereit^ 

confeii des ba- Ja poT luii gfc 11 1 paUcreit. 

Franceiz orent al Rei prci^, 
Dift li orent h cunfeilli^ 
Ke il Williame n'avan9aft, 
Ke ne fofrift k'il esfor9aft. 
Trop eft fort, 90 li poet pefer, 
Folz eft s'il le laitP amender ; 
Kar fe il li laifte aflembler^ 
La grant richefte d*ultre-mer, 
L'aveir e la grant manantie' 
Od la boene Chevalerie, 
Et od Torguil de Normendie, 
Jamez n'ara paiz en fa vie. 
For 90 fe deit li Reis pener 
Del Due Willame deftorber,* 
K'il ne poifte plus halt munter, 
Ne en Engleterre pafler. 
S'el Due, font-il, aider volez, 
Sainz coft ne deniers ne poez : 
Tute France en fera grev^e, 
E tute a povret^ turnee, 
J^ Franceiz la ne vos fuira,^ 
Ne Franceiz mer ne paffera, 
E fe la vos m^faveneit, 
A grant honte vos tornereit. 
Li Dus de fon prou" vos requiert, 
M aiz ji nul miex ne vos en iert.^ 
Quant Engleterre ara cunquife, 
Poiz ja n'areiz de li fervife ; 
Petit fert, maiz meins fervira ; 
Quant plus ara, meins vos fera. 
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For if to the means the Duke had at command. 

He added the wealth of that over-fea Land ; 

So that Normandy's Chivalry — ^Normandy's pride. 

With England's vaft wealth, (hould be clofely ally'd, 

The Peace of His realm would be always difturb'd, 

He had far better fcheme how the Duke might be curb'd ; 

How beft all his venturous plans could be wreck'd, 

And his projects on England efFedtively check'd. 

" If Thy will," they remark'd, ** leans to give the Duke aid, 

" Ere thou giv'ft it efFed, count the coft to be paid. 

" Such burthen for France is too grievous, and great, 

" If impos'd, it brings Poverty home to our gate. 

'Tis an error to think that the French will agree 

To follow Thy leading. Sire, — over the Sea. 

And if mifadventure (hould happen at all, 
" On Whom but on Thee would the fhame thereof fall ? 
** The Duke feeks Thy aid, his own ends to advance. 

But of gain for Thyfelf, there exiils not a chance. 

If England is won, — to the fervice now due. 

From the Duke, Thou may'ft bid an eternal adieu ! 
" For fcant is his fervice now rendered, and none 
** Will he willingly render, when England is won." 

Such counfels, and ftronger, if ftronger could be. 
The French gave their Monarch, and fway'd Him, for He 
Withheld His affiftance, endeav'ring likewife 
To thwart and oppofe the Duke's enterprife. 
In what terms He anfwer'd I cannot declare. 
Yet know He refus'd in the projedt to fliare. 

When the Duke from The King was about to depart 
He hid not the anger that lay at his heart. 
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p S'il le laiffc. "^ Recueillir. ' Richeffe. 

* Troubler. * Ne vous fuivra. " Dc fon profit. 

"" En fera. 
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Por 90 ke li Franceiz difeient 
£t encor piz fe piz poeient^ 
Li Reis el Due aidier ne vout, 
Ainz le deftorba quant il pout ; 
Ne fai ke li Reis refpundi, 
Matz jo fai bien k'al Due failli. 
Quant li Dus prift del Rei cungi^ 
Com hoem ki out li cor iri^ : ^ 
Sire, dift-il, jo m'en irai, 
Li mielx ferai ke jo porrai ; 
Se Dex plaift fi querrai mon dreit, 
E fe jo Tai, ke Dex Totreit,* 
Ja poiz par mal ne me verrez, 
Ne par mal el mien n'entrerez ; 
E fe jo fauty a mon dreit prendre, 
Ke Engleiz fe poiflent desfendre, 
Ja n*i perdrai ne mez la tefte : 
Tute ert de mei fete la fefte, 
Et mi enfant aront ma terre ; 
Ja for els ne Tirez cunquerre. 
Seit mort u vif ke ke jo face, 
Ne m'eft gaires' d'altrui manace. 
Willame Ten leiiTa a tant, 
Ne Ten ala plus esfor^ant. 
Li Conte de Flandres requift, 
K'en fa bufuigne a li venift 



^ Le cceur en colere. * L*o6lroic. 

7 Je manque. ' II ne m*importe guere. 

9 Part of this pafTage is obfcure in the original : the meaning may be that the reigning 
count of Flanders was requefted to come to William with the latter's brother-in-law, i. e. 
bringing with him his, the then count's, fon. But the fucceeding fpeech of the varlet di- 
re<5Uy addrefles the count as himfelf the brother-in-law \ and moft likely the fentence is 
elliptic, and' what is meant is, that the count fhould come to him, and go on the expedition 
with him, as with a brother-in-law and friend. If this, however, be Wace's meaning, he 
is hiftorically wrong ; as Baldwin V. William's &ther-in-law, did not die till the fucceed- 
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" I go, Sire," he faid, ** and will put forth my might, 

" On God's aid relying, to win me my right. 

** And if by His favor that right I obtain, 

" For evil We meet, — if We e'er meet again ! 

" 111 too fhall befall Thee, if fcheming a raid 

" Thou think'ft in my abfence my Land to invade : 
E'en (hould I mifcarry, and fail of my end. 
And the Englifh be able their Land to defend. 
My head and my heart undifturb'd will remain, 

" And all be well order'd, my rights to maintain. 

** My Sons fhall inherit my Dukedom and Land, 

" Which ne'er (hall be wrefted by Thee from their hand ! 
Of living or dying fmall count do I make. 
Nor menace nor peril my purpofe can (hake !" 
So faying, Duke William went forth on his way. 

Nor fought any farther The King's mind to fway. 



€€ 
i€ 
€€ 






The Ruler of Flanders,^ the Duke likewife pray'd 
As a friend, and his brother by marriage, fSt aid. 



ing year ; and the application, therefore, muft have been to him, not to the brother-in-law, 
aftervirards Baldwin VI. Wace's account of the count's feelings and condud is at variance 
with the received hiftorical opinion, that he affifted William zealoufly ; particularly by 
uiing his influence in reftraining any oppofidon from the young French king his ward. 
According to Sifmondi, however, Baldwin did not interfere in French afiairs ; and the 
courfe purfued by the king does not appear to have been friendly, but as hoftile as the 
weakness attendant on a minority allowed. As to the policy of the court of Flanders, a 
variance in the accounts may poffibly have arifen from confiifion between the diflPerent 
counts, who fucceeded each other quickly, and perhaps had oppofite views : {o that what 
is faid by hiftorians as to William's tranfa£tions with Baldwin V. may apply to a later pe- 
riod and another perfon. Though there were many adventurers from Flanders in William's 
(ervice, we are not aware of any decifive proof that the count avowedly fent a force to aid 
the expedition in 1066. Gilbert de Gant is not heard of before 1069. He and fuch cap- 
tains as Gherbod of Chefter, Walter Flandrenfis and Drogo de Bevrere may have been 
only volunteers, aflifting for perfonal rewards. It may be added that Wace's account of 
the courfe purfued by France and Flanders is at any rate confiftent ; and it is probable, as 
being dictated by motives of obvious policy. 

H 
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MASTER WACE*S 



Le comte Tcut 
(avoir ce qui lui 
reviendra da ter- 
ritoire anglais. 



R^ponfe mo- 
queufe du due. 



Cum od ferorge* et od ami, 

E cil de Flandres refpondi 

K'il voldreit bien anceis^ faveir, 

S*il 8*aie^ voldreit aveir 

Et zS&xxv eftre en voldreit, 

D'Engleterre combien areit, 

Et k*ele partie*^ 8*en fereit. 

E li Dus difl k'il s'en ireit, 

A fez Barunz en parlereit, 

Et a els s'en cunfeillereit,. 

E 90 ke Ten li loerreit* 

Par fon bref li remandereit. 

Li Dus s'en vint, k'il n*en fift plus, 

Poiz fift 90, ke ainz ne fift nus. 

De parchemin prift un petit 

K'il ni out leitre ne efcrit. 

Tot voi ^. le ftela en cire, 

Et en la coeK fift efcrire, 

Ke d'Engleterre tant areit 

Comme li brief dedenz difeit. 

Par un vaflet enlo9onez,^ 

Ki lunges od li out eftez 

A li brief al Conte envei^ : 

E il ra el Conte bailli^ ; 

Li Quens a li fc^el brifi^, 

Li parchemin a defpl^i^,^ 

Dedenz garda, maiz rien n*i vift, 

Al vaflet Ta monftre h difl, 

E li vaflet ki fu corteis 

A dit al Conte demaneis : ^ 

Nient i a, nient aureiz, 

Et a nient vos entendreiz. 

Li Dus velt ^ voftre feror 

Et ^ vos nevoz querre enor ; * 
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And this was the anfwer the Count to him gave ; 
That if his affiftance the Duke fought to have^ 
He firft and beforehand, muft fay and recount, 
What portion of England fhould fall to the Count. 

The Duke on his part, made reply, he'd confult 
His Barons, and let the Count know the refult. 
But he took his own counfel, and did nothing more, 
Save fuch thing as never had been done before. 
A feal on a fcrap of blank parchment he plac'd. 
Whereon not a letter, or word, had been trac'd ; 
And caus*d to be written without, on the Skin, 
So much as the Count found written within. 
Of the Kingdom of England the Count (hould win. 
This Miffive was borne by a Page aptly trained. 
Many years by the Duke in his fervice retain'd. 
The letter he plac'd in the Count's own hand. 
Which he open'd forthwith, by dividing the band ; 
The Parchment lay open, before him outfpread. 
But there was not a line thereupon to be read. 
So the count call'd the Page, and th' empty iheet fhew'd. 
And afk'd him to tell what this might forebode ? 

The Page anfwer'd quickly, as by the Duke taught, 
*' It means you get nothing, — as there too is nought I 
" Your Sifter and Nephews the Glory will fhare, 
'' Of the venture and riik which the Duke means to dare. 

But if England's Kingdom they win by the Sword, 

Who more than yourfelf would have there reign'd as Lord ? 
"• Your Fortunes and Lot are with theirs fo combined, 
** That with them in Lordihip, perforce, you were join'd. 

— ~ — ■ — - — - - — ^ --*-■ — ■ — ^ 

* Beau-ftere. ^ Auparavant. ^ Son aide. 

^ Quelle part. * £t ce qu'on lui conieillerait. 

' Tout vide. < La queue, la laniere du parchemin ou pendait le (eel. 

^ Habile. ^ Dq)loye. ^ Sur-le-champ. 

' Acquerir de rhoimeur. 
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Le due reclame 
rantoriiktioii du 
pape. 



Le pape lui en- 
▼oie un ^Cmdard 
b^t et det re- 
liqnet. 



S'il Engleterre aveir p^uifent^ 

]^ plus de vos Seignor n*en fufleht ; "^ 

De tut vos fif iflent Seignor, 

Tutc fus voftrc h tutc lor ; 

Se Dex plaift, il la cunquerra, 

Ji voftre aie n*i querra. 

Ne fai ke li Quens refpundi, 

Maiz li vailet s'en defparti. 

Li Dus volt raifunablement 

Fere fun apareillement. 

A TApoftoile fift mander 

Par clers ki forent bien parler, 

Come Heraut Taveit fervi, 

Serement falft^ h menti, 

E com il fa fille ne prent 

Ne il li regne ne li rent, 

Ke Ewart li aveit dune 

E Heraut li aveit jur^ ; 

Del peijure feift juftife 

Solunc Tefgart de Sainte Iglife, 

E fe 90 ert ke Deus volfift 

K'il Engleterre conquefift, 

De Saint Pierre la recevreit, 

Altre fors Dex n*en fervireit. 

L*Apofloile li otr^ia, 

Un gonfanon li env^ia, 

Un gonfanon et un anel 

Mult precios h riche h bel ; 

Si come il dit, de foz la pierre 

Aveit un des cheveuls Saint Pierre. 

O eels enfeignes^ li manda, 

E de par Dex li otr^ia 



m 



Perfonne plus que vous n'en ferair feigneur. 



Avec ces marques, ces infignes. 



^ ■ ■ ' 
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" While now, if God pleafeth, — Duke William alone, 
" Without your affiftance, will win him a Throne ! " 

How the Count anfwerM, I never have learn'd, 
But ftraight to his Seignor the Page returned. 



Negledful of nought that his aim might affure/ 
Or further the objeft he fought to fecure ; 
Clerks fluent of fpeech Duke William next chofe, 
Who before the Apoftle his cafe might expofe ; 
Relate all his treatment by Harold, and (hew 
How bafely he lied, and was falfe to his Vow. 
How Adele was dealt with, in fpite of pledg'd troth, 
Edward's Kingdom ufurp'd, in the face of an Oath. 
Such perjuries punifhment richly defervM, 
If the rules of the Church were but duly obferv'd ; 
If England, (God helping him,) he could obtain, 
St. Peter (hould grant him the right there to reign. 
Him alone, under God, to ferve he was fain ! 

Th' Apoftle accorded his pray'r in each thing. 
And fent him a Banner,' and alfo a Ring. 
And if, as 'tis faid, there was under the ftone, 
A hair of St. Peter,^ — ^moft precious, I own. 
With thefe marks of favor. He bade him proceed ; 
And promised and granted him, that, for his meed. 



The Pope. 



' Seeks aid from the Roman Emperor Henry, and from Swen King of Sweden. Alex- 
ander was at that time Pope. — William of Poitiers, Ed. du Cbefney p. 197. 

* Papa vexillum In omen regni concedit. — Continuation of Bede — (anonymous)^ p. 331. 
Ed. Heidelberg^ 1587. 

' Another MS. reads ^' une des denz Saint Pierre." Benoit de Sainte- Afore fays of the 
pope, 

A Rome ert done Pape Alixandre 
Jufz hoem, faintifmes e verais. 
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Appaiidond'uiic 



ConftnidioQ et 
equipment des 
vaifleanx nor- 
mandi. 



Ofiires fajtet a 
tout les hommet 
propret aa fer- 
vtce mllitaire. 



Ke Engleterre cunqu^fift, 

Et de Saint Pierre la tenift. 

El terme ke 90 eftre dut^ 

Une efteile grant aparut, 

E quatorze jors refplendi 

Od tr^ Ions raiz deverz midi : 

Tele efleile folt Ten vier® 

Quant novel Rei deit regne aveir.P 

Afez vi homes ki la virent^ 

Ki ainz e poiz lunges vefkirent ; 

Comete la deit affeler 

Ki des efleiles volt parler. 

Li Dus fi fu joios h liez^ 

Del gonfanon h del congiez 

Ke TApoftoile li duna. 

Fevres h charpentiers manda ; 

Dune v^ifliez ^ granz esforz 

Par Normendie a toz li porz, 

Mairrien' atraire h fuft* porter, 

Cheviles fere et boiz doler, 

N^s et efquiz apareillier, 

Veiles eflendre, maft drecier 

A grant entente et ^ grant coft,* 

Tot un eft^ et un aoft^ 

Miftrent al navie atorner^ 

Et as mefnies afembler. 

N'out en la terre Chevalier, 

Ne boen feijant ne boen archier, 

Ne paifant de boen corage, 

Ki de cumbatre out aage, 

Ke li Dus n'en ait fet requerre 

Dealer od li en Engleterre, 

Rentes pramift as vavaiTors 

Et as Barunz pramift ^nors.' 
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He, England fhould conquer, and there in God*s name. 
As a Fief of St. Peter, rule over the fame. 

Whilft thefe things were paffing, for twice feven days 
There (hone in the Heav'ns a Star of bright rays ; 
O'er the foutherly region three tails from it fpread, 
Pervading men's minds with an ominous dread. 
Such ftars are moft commonly thought to portend 
Great changes on Earth, — new Kings, — or Their end. 
I have feen and conversed with old men, in my time. 
Who beheld the faid Star ; Men then in their prime. 
And Comet's^ the name of this wonderful Light, 
So caird by the Students of Stars of the Night. 

The Standard, and licence to follow his bent. 
Thus granted from Rome, fill'd the Duke with content. 
And workers in metal, and workers in Wood, 
He gathered together, as faft as he could ; 
The Ports of all Normandy teem'd with new life. 
Wherever you turned preparation was rife. 
Materials and Timber were haul'd to the (hore. 
Bolts fafhion'd. Planks jointed, or brought out of ilore : 
Boats fitted. Ships rigging, Mafb rais'd. Sails outfpread» 
With forefight and outlay in readinefs made. 
All Summer and Augufl, they laboured and wrought, 
That the Forces, and Fleet, might together be brought. 
Not a Peafant, or Bowman, or Serjeant, or Knight, 
Who was not difabl'd by age for the fight. 
But got the Duke's fummons to England to go. 
With promife of honors, and fpoil of the Foe. 



® On a coutume de voir. p Quand un royaume doit avoir un nouveau roi. 

*> £t rejoui. ' Merrain. ' Bois. * Depenfe. 

* Un mois d'aoflt. "^ A preparer la flotte. * Fiefs, domaines. 

^ Recent calculations prove that this comet is that to which the name of the aftronomer 
Halley has been given. 
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Rendes-Toui ge- 
neral a Saint- 
Valeiy-fur- 
Somme. 



Guerrien poite- 
▼ins et bretoni. 



Digreffion rela- 
tive aux mer- 
▼eilles de la fbret 
de BrechcUant. 



Quan li n^s furent atorn^es» 
En Somme furent aancr^es, 
A Saint- Valeri menees ; 
As Barunz furent la livr^es. 
Mut out n^ e batels en Some, 
Une ewey ke Ten iffi nome. 
Some part* Pontif e Vimou, 
E Vimou dure trefque Ou ;* 
Ou part Vimou h Normendie,^ 
Un paiz d'altre avoerie ; 
Ou eft ewe, Ou eft Chaftel,^ 
Ki fiet for Tewe d'Ou^ mult bel. 
Li Dus out genz de plufors parz ; 
Li vifquens i vint de Toarz, 
Haimon de bien grant po^ir 
E ki poeit grant gent aveir. 
Alain Felgan vint el paiTage, 
Ki des Bretunz out grant barnage ; 
De Peleit le filz Bertran 
E li Sire i vint de Dinan, 
E Raol i vint de Gael 
E maint Breton de maint Chaftel, 
E cil de verz Brecheliant, 
Dune Bretunz vont fovent fablant, 
Une foreft mult lunge h l^e, 
Ki en Bretaigne eft mult lo^e ; ^ 
La Fontaine de Berenton 
Sort^ d'une part lez le perron ; 
Aler i folent vendor ;« 
A Berenton par grant chalor, 
Et o lor cors^ Tewe puifier 
Et li perron de fuz moillier. 



' Une riviere. 

• Jufqu'i la viUc d'Eu. 

^ £u eft riviere, Eu eft chateau. 



' Separe le Ponthieu et le Vimeu. 

^ Eu partage le Vimeu et la Normandie, 

^ Qui eft bdti fur la riviere d'Eu. 
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At the mouth of Somme's water, at Sti V^eri, 
The Veffels were moor'd when prepared for the Sea ; 
And the number of Ships» and of Boats too, was large. 
Which there to the Barons were given in charge* 
The River calPd Somme laves the Shores of Vimou, 
And flows between them and the Coaft of Ponthieu. 
The land of Vimou unto Eu doth extend, 
The frontier of Normandy, Eu doth defend. 
And is therefore the point where the two diftrids end. 
Eu is alfo a River, and by the like name 
Is known the fine Caftle on Banks of the fame. 

The Duke gathered People from all parts around, 
Haimon, Vifcount of Troarz,* amongfl them was found, 
A Chieftain was he who a great force could wield. 
When minded to fummon his men to the field. 
To the tryfling place alfo came Alain Felgan, 
A Baron of name from the parts of Bretagne,^ 
Fitz Bertran de Peleit, and Raol de Gael, 
With the Seignor of Dinan, obeyed the Duke's call. 
And many a Breton, from Caflle and Tow'r, 
By the Brecheliant Forefl afTembrd his Pow'r. 
That diftridt of Forefl, fo broad and fo long, 
Whofe wonders are told by the Bretons in fong : 
Where Berenton's fountain wells forth on its courfe. 
Which from under a Rock in a Cave hath its fource. 
When Summers are fultry, there Huntfmen repair. 
And filling their Horns from the Streamlet fo fair. 



* A beaucoup de reputation. ' Prend (a iburce. 

s Les chafleurs ont coutume d^ sdler. ^ £t avec leurs cors de chafle. 

^ AiMERi, vifcount of Thouars, the fourth of the name. Alain Felgan and the 
other chiefs in the. expedition will be more conveniently noticed hereafter. 

^ Benoit goes into much detail concerning William's previous arrangements with the 
Bretons. 
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L^auteur avoue 
les avoir cher- 
cheet en Tain. 



For 50 foleient plu^'aveir : 
Ifli foleit jadis pluveir 
En la foreft tut envirun, 
Maiz jo ne fai par kel raifun. 
La folt Ten li f^es v^ir,^ 
Se li Bretunz difent veir»^ 
Et altres merveilles plufors ; 
Aigres folt av^ir deftors 
E de granz cers mult grant plente, 
Maiz li vilain ont defert^. 
Li alai jo merveilles querre,° 
Vis la foreft h vis la terre ; 
Merveilles quis,® maiz nes* trovai ; 
Fol m'en revins, fol i alai, 
Fol i alai, fol m'en revins, 
Folie quis, por fol me tins. 



Lea ofiret de 
Guillaume at- 
tirent beaucoup 
de volonuirct. 



Del Due normant fu toft alee 
Par plufors lieus la renom^e, 
Ke fur Heraut paiTer deveit, 
Ki Engleterre li toleit ; 
Dune vindrent fold^iers i lui 
Et uns h uns, e dui h dui, 
E quatre h quatre, h cine h fis 
Et fet h wit h nof h dis, 
E li Dus toz les reteneit, 
Mult lor donout h prameteit. 
Plufors vindrent par covenant 
Ke il aveient fet avant. 
Plufors del Due terres voleient, 
S'Engleterre prendre poeient, 
Alquanz foldees demandoent, 
Livreifuns h duns covetoent ; p 
Sovent les eftoveit defpendre,^ 
Ne poeient lunges atendre. 



CONGEST OF EISTGLAND. 59 

They fprinkle the water fo drawn from that Nook, 
On the face of the Rock whence guihes the Brook. 
Then, (wherefore I know not,) the Foreft all round 
Is moiften'd with fhow'rs, — ^which pafs not that bound. 
There too, (if there's truth in the Stories they tell,) 
The Fairy folk gather, and dance round the Well. 
Tho' wonders like thefe in abundance it hath, 
Its Glades are deferted, and rough is each Path; 
And herds of wild Deer thro' the folitudes roam. 
Where whilome the Peafant till'd fields round his Home. 

Thither went I myfelf, feeking marvels like thefe. 
But nought faw I there, fave the Land and the Trees ; 
And feeking the marvellous, found, to my coft, 
My faith was but folly, — my queft, labour loft. 

Meanwhile the Duke's fame, and the Schemes he had plann'd. 
Were publifh'd and bruited abroad in the Land ; 
How he purposed Invafion on England to make. 
From Harold that Kingdom by conqueft to take. 
So Soldiers or fingly, or two, three, or four, 
Or in bands of half-dozens, — ^feven, eight, nine, or more. 
To his Banner reforted, and by his command. 
Largely paid, and more promised, were knit to his band. 
The fervice of fome was by contrad: retained. 
Lands held out to others, if England was gain'd ; 
While fome were among them who prompt payment fought. 
And were only by gifts and by largeffes bought ; 
Since from their own means, having largely to pay, 
They were not well able to brook long delay.'^ 



• Pluie. ^ La on a coutume de voir Ics fees. 

' Difent vrai. •" II 7 a de rudes detours et une grande quantite de cerfc. 

" Chercher. *» Cherchai. p Convoitaient. 

*i Souvent il les fallait defrayer. 

^ Benoit de Sainte^More thus exprefles himfelf on the fubje£l : 

Ci receveront les granz loiers 
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Opinions di- 
▼erfes far le 
nombre dcs Yaif- 
feaux compoiant 
la flotte. 



Retard cau(e par 
le defiiut de vent 
favorable. 



Ne vos voil mic metre en letrc 
Ne jo ne m*en voil entremetre 
Kels Barunz h quanz Chevaliers^ 
Quanz vavaflbrs h quanz fold^iers 
Out li Dus en fa cumpaingnie. 
Quant il out pris tot fon navie ; 
Maiz jo 01 dire ^ mon pere» 
Bien m*en fovint, maiz varlet ere/ 
Ke fet cenz n^, quatre meins, furent. 
Quant de Saint- Valeri s*efmurent,» 
Ke n^y ke batels, ke efqueis^ 
A porter armes e herneis. 
E jo en efcript ai trov^^ 
Ne fai dire s*eft v^rit^, 
Ke il i out treis mille n^s 
Ki porterent veiles h tris.^ 
A tantes n^s^ pot Ten faveir 
Ke mult i pout grant gent aveir. 
A Saint- Valeri lungement 
Sejornerent por aveir vent ; 
As Barunz a mult anoi^ ; ^ 
Poiz unt tant li covent pr^ie 
Ke la chafle Saint- Valeri 
Miflrent as chams for un tapi. 
Al cors faint vinrent tuit orer 
Cil ki debveient mer pafTer ; 



u 



Mais j'etais enfant. 
Mats. 



Qu'aveir deivent bons chevaliers \ 
Les terres, les fieus, les honors, 
Plus c'unc n'orent lor anceifors ; 
Par lor valor, par lor proeces, 
Auront des or les granz richelces, 
Les granz tenures e les fieus. 

• Sortirent. 
Par une fi grande quantite de navires. 



Efquifs. 

'^ Ennuy6. 
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'Twerc a tafk which I never could duly fulfil. 
Nor comes it, indeed, within fcope of my Will, 
To name all the Barons, or number each Knight, 
Who aided the Duke to recover his right ; 
Or to count up the VavaiTors, Soldiers and all. 
Who embark'd, having lifted themfelves at his call. 
Yet well do I mind me, — altho' but a Lad, 
How my Father oft fpake of the Ships the Duke had ; 
Seven hundred lefs four,® in number were they, 
(As he faid,) which put forth from St. Valerias Bay, 
Yet I find it recorded that three thoufand Sail^ 
Squared Yards, and fet Canvas, awaiting the Gale. 
Arms and harnefs in Barges and Skiffs were conveyed ; 
Perchance with their numbers, thofe thoufands were made. 
To fit out fuch a Fleet, it is well to be feen. 
The number of hands very great muft have been. 



Long time at St Valeri's,^ waiting a Wind, 
Sorely vexing the Barons, the Fleet was confin'd. 
At the Convent at length they prayM and befought, 
That St. Valerias Shrine^ to the Camp might be brought ; 
So the Shrine was difplay'd, and there gathered around 
All the Men of that Hoft, who were over-fea bound. 



" The accounts differ as to the number of veflels, arifing principally from a different 
principle of computation ; fbme reckoning ^^ the fmall craft/' others not. Benoit de Sainte- 
Afore (ays, 

Si out treis mile nefs au meins, 
De ce nos fait Tautor certains. 

ClafTem ad tria millia navium feftinanter et bene conflrui jufHt. — Will. Calculi 
Gemmeticensis Monachi, Hi/f. Normannorum^ Lib. vii. 

> The fleet failed on the 29th September, 1066. 

^ Sacris fupplicationibus adeo decertavit ut corpus etiam acceptiffimi Deo ConfefForis 
Gualerici, contra praepedientem et pro fecundo vento extra BafUicam deferret. — William 
OF Poitiers, du Chefne^ p. 198. 



62 



MASTER WACE'S 



On Tobtient en- 
fin par l*inter- 
ceffion de (aint 
Valety. Details 
fur le TailTeau du 
due et fur la 
flotte. 



Tant i ont tuit deniers ofFert, 
Tot li cors faint en ont covert. 
Emprez eel j or afez briement* 
Orent bone or^ h bon vent. 
Une lanterne fift li Dus 
Metre en fa nef el mail de fus, 
Ke les altres nes la v^iilent, 
Et empr^s li lor cors tenifient. 
Une wire-wire doree^ 
Out de coivre en fomet levee. 
Sor li chief de la nef devant, 
Ke marinier apelent brant/ 
Out de coivre fet un enfant, 
Saete et arc tendu portant ; 
Verz Engleterre out fon viaire," 
Et R fafeit femblant de traire,^ 
Ki kel part ke la nef coreit, 
Semblant de traire avant fafeit. 
De la flote ki fu fi grant 
E de la gent dont i out tant 
N'i out ke dui n^s perillies, 
Ne fai s'el furent trop chargies. 
Li Dus out grant Chevalerie, 
E mult out n^s en fa navie ; 



* Promptement. ' Une girouette dc cuivre dore. * Prouc. 

• Son vifage. ^ De tirer. 

^ In the Bayeux tapeftry, the child will be feen at the poop, not at the prow, to which, 
however, he looks ; he holds a trumpet. In Taylor's Anon. MS. {Littleton^ i. 464) it is 
ftated that William's own (hip was called Mora, being the gift of Matilda ; and the child 
is ftated to have pointed towards England with his right fore-finger, and to have held to 
his mouth an ivory horn with his left. According to Ordericus Vitalise one Fits Stephen 
under Hen. I. claimed to take the king in the unfortunate Blanche-Nef, becaufe his fiither 
had carried over the conqueror. Benoit de Sainte^More gives a fliort account of the voyage, 
and of the formation of the firft fort, which he places at Pcvenfey : 

D'entrer es nefs e de charger 
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Much praying, rich gifts on the Relics they threw, 
Till coin heap'd on coin, concealed them from view. 
Thereafter, — yea even from that very day. 
The weather grew fair, — the wind blew the right way. 



On board his own" Ship, at the head of the Maft, 
The Duke had a Lanthom run up and made faft ; 
That Steerfmen and Pilots might fee and take heed, 
Their courfe fo to (hape as to follow his lead. 
A gilt copper Vane, over all, ferv'd to (hew, 

ft 

From the top of the Lanthorn, which way the Wind blew. 
At the head of his Ship there was fix'd, on the Prow, 
Or forward, (as Seamen would fay,) at the Bow, 
A figure of Bronze, which an Infant portray'd,^ 
Bow in hand, the firing drawn, — and Bolt ready laid, 
'Gainfl England to launch ; — aye aiming ahead, 
On what courfe foever the Duke's VefTel fped. 
Amongfl all the Ships of fo mighty a Fleet 
It befell only two with misfortune to meet ; 
Peradventure from flowing too many away. 
Of th' Army fo vafl they were meant to convey. 
The Duke tranfported acrofs the Sea, 
A mighty force of his Chivalry/ 



Ne forft efmai ne deftorbier, 
Kar Taure venta duce e queie 
Eiffi que li mers trop n'ondeie. 
£nz I'anuitant fiirent tuit enz ; 
Od ce que mult fu dreiz li venz, 
Tra'iftrent les veiles, fi figlerent, 
Au rei des ceus fe comanderent 
Od joie e od tens duz e bel 
Arrivent a Pevenefel. 
Hoc fempres defus le port 
Ferment un chaftel bel e fort. 
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On arrive pres 
de Haftings. 



Let archen de- 
barquent let pre- 
imen* 



Debarquement 
det chevalien. 



Mult out archiers, mult out ferjanz. 
Homes hardiz h combatanz ; 
Carpentiers h engign^ors, 
Boens fevres* h boens ferr^ors.** 
Li nes funt a un port turn^es, 
Tutes funt enfemble ariv^es ; 
Tutes funt enfemble acoft^es ; 
Tutes funt enfemble aanchr^es ; 
E tutes enfemble afr<^chierenty 
Et enfemble les defchargierent, 
Prez de Haftingues arriverent, 
L'une nef a Taltre acofterent. 
Done v^ifiiez boens mariniers, 
Boens feijanz h boens efquiers 
Saillir fors, e n^s defchargier, 
Ancres geter, cordes fachier,* 
Efcuz h feles fors porter, 
Deftriers h palefreiz tirer. 
Li archiers funt primiers ieffuz. 
El terrain funt primiers venuz ; 
Dune a chefcun fon arc tendu, 
Couire et archaiz el lez pendu/ 
Tuit furent rezs h tuit tondu, 
De cors dras^ furent tuit veftu ; 
Prez d'affaillir, prez de ferir, 
Prez de torner, prez de gaudir : 
Tuit efteient bien rebrachiez, 
E de combatre encoragiez. 
Li rivage unt tuit porcac^, 
Nul hoem arm^ n'i ont trov^. 
Quant ieffu furent li archier» 
Dune* iflirent li Chevalier 
Tuit arme h tuit haubergi^,*^ 
Efcu al col, healme laci^ ; ^ 
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And many an Archer, and Serjeant of Arms, 
Brave men, us*d to combats, and Warfare's alarms. 
Many Smiths, and men fkill'd in the Carpenter's trade, 
And many of thofe by whom Engines are made. 
For the felf-fame Port, all the Veffels were fteer'd, 
And failing together, the Englifti Coaft near'd. 
Together their Anchors were heav'd overboard. 
Together each Ship in her ftation was moor'd. 
Together the Veffels were beach'd on the Sand, 
Together their Crews difembark'd upon Land. 
'Twas Haftings' Beach they had fetch'd with the Tide, 
Where they lay, high and dry, and fide by fide. 

Then was feen how Sailors foon fwarm'd on the Strand, 
How the Serjeants and Squires, and all, lent a hand ; 
Difembarking themfelves, and unloading their StcH'e, 
Ropes hauling, and cafting frefli Anchors afhore : 
Heaping Saddles and Bucklers in hafte on the Arand, 
Or bringing their Palfreys and War-fteeds to Land. 
Firft and foremoft the Archers ftood rang'd aftiore. 
His Bow and full Quiver each man of them bore, 
Clofe (haven, ftiort kirtled, and cloth'd all alike. 
Prepared for attack, and all ready to ftrike. 
Manoeuvre, or Skirmifh, and eager to fight. 
If only on foemen they haply could light. 
Advancing, they fcour'd the Coaft all around. 
But far as they went, not an arm'd man was found. 

Next to the Archers, the Chivalry 
Debark'd in pride of their Panoply. 
With Hauberks donn'd, with Bucklers brac'd. 
And on their Heads their Helmets lac'd. 

"^ Bons ouvriers. ** Bons ouvriers en fer, forgcrons. • Tirer, halcr. 

' Carquois et (leches pendus au cote. < Rafes. 

^ D*habits courts. ' Alors. ^ Revetus du haubert, du haubergcon. 

' Le bouclier pendu au col, le czfojdt en tete. 
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Debarquement 
dcs charpenticrs. 



Etabliflement 
d*un camp en- 
toure de re- 
tranchemem de 
boit. 



On fiut enfuite 
un joyeox repat. 



Enfemble vindrent al gravier,"* 

Chefcun arm^ for fon deftrier." 

Tuit orent ceintes les efp^es. 

El plain ^ vindrent lances levies ; 

Li Barunz orent gonfanons^ 

Li chevaliers orent penons, 

Jofte les archiers fe funt mis, 

Li terrain ont avant porpris.P 

Li charpentiers, ki empres vindrent, 

Granz coignies en lor mains tindrent ; 

Dolo^res ^ befagiies 

Orent a lor coftez pendues. 

Quant as archiers furent jofttJ^ 

Et as Chevaliers afembl^^ 

Par cunfeil firent efgarder' 

Boen lieu a fort chaftel garder. 

Done ont des n^s mairrien gete, 

A la terre Tont train^^ 

Treftut perci^ h tut dolci ; 

Li cheviles tutes dol^es 

Orent en granz bariz portdes : 

Ainz ke il fuft bien avefpr^,* 

En ont un chaftelet ferm^.^ 

Dune v^ifliez coifines faire. 

Feus alumer, viandes atraire. 

Dune s'afifl li Dus el mangier ; 

Li Barun h li Chevalier 

A mengier orent a plent^ ; '^ 

Li Dus en out afez port^ ; 

Afez mengierent tuit h burent ; 

Mult furent liez^ k'i terre furent. 



Aventure d*un 
aftrologue noye 
dam la traveriee. 



Un clers efteit al Due venuz 



™ Sur le fable, fur le bord de la mer. ° Cheyal de bataille. 



Dans la plaine. 



f-Jn-* 
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His own War-horfe each Knight beftrode ; 
They closed their ranks, as onward they rode. 
Each had his Sword, ready girt on his Thigh, 
They bore their Lances, with points on high. 
The Barons were known by their Gonfalons, 
On the Knights* Lance Staves there wav'd Pennons. 
The ground they took, by the Archers lay. 
And was mark'd for their Camp betimes that day. 

The Carpenters came next on Shore, 
Broad Axes in their hands all bore ; 
Adzes and planes at their girdles hung. 
Or braced acrofs their fhoulders fwung. 
As they near*d the Archers' camping ground. 
And where the Horfemen were fpread around, 
They cautioufly each Spot furvey'd. 
Whereon a Fort might beft be made. 
Materials from the Ships were drawn. 
Timber and Planks, all ready fawn, 
Pierc'd and adjufted, and fet in frame. 
For bolts and Pins, which in barrels came ; 
So that when daylight gan to wane, 
A clofed Fort flood upon the Plain. 

Then food was brought, and fires were made. 
The Cooks began to ply their trade. 
The Duke himfelf to fup prepared. 
Barons and Knights the Banquet (har'd. 
Amply they feafted, for of good fare 
The Duke brought plenty and to fpare. 
So they ate and drank, that gallant Band, 
Right glad to find themfelves on Land. 

Now a certain Clerk to the Duke had come, 

P Occupe. ^ Joints. '' Examiner. ' Avant que la nuit fut venue. 

* Fortifie. ° En abondance. ^ Joyeux. 
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Ainz ke de Some fuft m^uz ; 
D'Aftronomie, 90 difeit, 
E de nigromancie faveit, 
Por devin^or fe teneit, 
De plufurs chofes fortifleit,^ 
Cil aveit al Due devin^, 
E fort ayeit de 90 get^ 
Ke mer falvement paffereit, 
E fa bufuigne efpleitereit 
Sanz 90 k'il ne fe cumbatreity 
Ke Heraut tant li prametreit 
E tant direit h tant fereit, 
Ke la terre del Due teindreit 
E fis hoems liges devendreit, 
E li Dus fain s'en reveindreit. 
Del bien pafTer out bien forti,* 
Maiz del cumbatre il out menti. 
Quant li Dus fu ultre pafT^^ 
E falvement fu arriv^, 
De fon devin li a membr^,y 
Afez Ta quis e demand^ ; 
Un des efturmans refpundi,^ 
Ke eel devin aveit failli : 
En mer efteit, 90 dift, nei^z 
Et en un nef perillife. 
Ne pot, dit li Dus, 90 chaloir ;* 
N*efteit mie de grant favoir ; 
Malement devina de mei, 
Ki ne fout deviner de fei ; 
SHI de tot fout dire v^ir,^ 
Bien deuft fa mort porv^ir.^ 
Fol eft ki fe fie en devin, 
Ki d'altrui ovre fet la fin 
E terme ne fet de fa vie, 
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Before he put forth from the Somme ; 
Who faid, Aftronomy he knew^ 
And Necromantic fcience too. 
Events to come he could foretell. 
Make Horofcopes or caft a Spell ; 
And by his art he undertook, 
To tell the fortunes of the Duke. 

He faid that the Duke over Sea fhould fail 
In fafety, — nor of his objedl fail. 
Harold would parley, and yield, and be fain 
To hold of the Duke as His Suzerain, 
Who would come fafe back to His Land again. 
He was right for the Voyage, but as to the fight, 
'Tis very well known that he lied outright. 

Now when the Duke had crofs'd with the tide, 
And was fafely moor*d on the other fide, 
'Mongfl other things of the Prophet he thought. 
And wifh'd to his prefence he might be brought. 
But a Mariner, ftanding near at hand. 
Declared he never had reach'd the Land. 
Nowhere in Camp could the Prophet be found. 
It feem'd in a Ship that was lofl he was drown'd. 

The Duke faid, — *^ It matters but little indeed, 
^* His knowledge was fmall, for it fail'd in his need. 
^* Small count fhall I make what was faid about me, 

By one too blind his own end to forefee. 

Who fchemeth the future to know and defcry, 

Should be able to fcan his own defliny. 
" 'Tis folly to place any faith in a Seer, 
" Who would limit the term of another's career ; 
" Or in thofe from whom their own fate's concealed, 






s 



Predifait, jetait le fort. ' Predit. ' Lui eft fouvenu. 

Mariniers. • Importer. ^ Vrai. "" Prevoir. 
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D'altrui prend garde h fei s'oblie. 
Ifli eft del devin rem^s,** 
E al fee funt traites li n^s. 



Habilete du due 
a drer un augure 
^Torable d*un 
accident. 



Deftni^on de la 
flotte par Ton 
ordre. 



Quant li Dus primes fors ifli, 
Sor fez dous palmes^ fors chai; 
Sempres i out lev^ grant cri 
E diftrent tuit : mal figne eft ci ; ^ 
Et il lor a en haut crie : 
Seignors, par la refplendor D^,^ 
La terre ai as dous mainz feizie ; 
Sanz chalenge n'iert maiz guerpie ; 
Tote eft noftre quant qu'il i a ; ^ 
Or* verrai ki hardi fera. 
Done corut un hoem al terrain, 
Sor un bordel^ tendi fa main, 
Plein puing prift de la coverture. 
El Due torna a grant aleure ; 
Sire, dift-il, avant venez, 
Cefte faifine recevez ; 
De cefte terre vos faiiis, 
Voftre eft fainz dote li pais. 
E li Dus refpont : Jo Totrei,^ 
E Dex i feit enfemle od mei. 
Dune fift a toz dire ^ crier, 
Et as mariniers comander 
Ke li nes fuffent defp6cies,™ 
A terre traites h percies,** 
Ke li coarz ne revertiflent*^ 
Ne par li n^s ne s'enfoi'ffent. 



^ Fini, termine. * Paumes des mains. ' Ceci eft mauvais figne. 

> Par la fplendeur de Dieu. ^ Tout ce qu'il y a. ^ Maintenant. 

^ Chaumiere. ' Je le veux bien. ^ Briiees, depec6es. 

^ Tirees et percees. ® Ne s*en retournent. 
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" While that of the reft of mankind is reveard.** 
So ended the Prophet, nor when he was gone 
Did the work at the Ships go lefs quickly on. 

As the Duke left his VefTel to fet foot on Land, 
He ftumbrd"^ and fell with his hands on the Strand. 
All thofe who ftood near him uprais'd a great cry, 
Struck with fear, — at fo evil an Augury. 
But the Duke he exclaimed, — " By the fplendor of God 
'* I thus with both hands lay my grafp on this Sod. 
" Prize without challenging — no man can make, 
'^ So thus of all round us due feizin I take. 
" We (hall fee who are brave ! " Then forward now ran 
To a Hovel there ftanding a certain man. 
From the thatch a handfuU of ftraw-halm he tore. 
And quick to the Duke the bundle he bore. 
Then cheerily fpeaking, faid, " Sire, by this fign 
" Poffeffion is giv'n, — this Land it is Thine, 
** Receive it, and fteadfaftly hold it, for We 
" By Ad of Inveftiture give it to Thee." 

Him the Duke anfwer'd, — " Yea, fuch is Our Will, 
" God fandlion the Ad, and Our wifhes fulfill." 
Then orders He iffu'd, and gave ftri<% command. 
To the Mariners, and to the Men of his Band, 
The Ships to difmantle, and haul up afhore. 
And to fcuttle them there, that fo never more 
The faint hearts among them might hope by their aid 
To fly, and the Perils of War to evade.^ 



* In egreflu navis pede lapfus, euentu in melius comutavit acclamate (ibi proximo 
milite : Tenes inquit Angliam Comes, Rex futurus. — Continuation of Bede — {anonymous,) 
Ed, Heidelberg^ 1 587, p. 331. 

^ The Bayeux tapeftry is confidered to contradi£l Wace's fuppofed ftory of the (hips 
being deftroyed. Benoit fays nothing of it. Is it clear that the (hips are not meant to be 
reprefented in the tapeftry as drawn a(hore, difmantled, and in a ftate unfit for fervice ? 
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11 sVmpare de 
Pevenfey. 



Un chevalier 
anglais va an- 
noncer a Harold 
rairivee de Guil- 
laume. 



Ne poiz pas tot enfemle efcrire, 

Ne tot enfemle ne pois dire ; 

Maiz ke ke jo auge difant 

Primes ariere ^ puiz avant, 

Veritez eft k'a Tariver 

Fift li Dus fa gent tute armer : 

Li primier jor ke il 1^ vindrent, 

Jofte le rivage fe tindrent, 

Al demain vindrent al chatel 

Ke Ten claime Penevefel. 

Li eikuier e li forrier, 

E cil ki voldrent gaagnier 

Priftrent robe, priftrent vitaille 

AinzP ke cele des nes lor faille.^ 

Done veiffiez Engleiz foir, 

Beftes chacier, mezons guerpir ; 

As cemetieres tot atraient/ 

Et encor la forment s'efmaient.* 

Un chevalier de la cuntree 

Of la noife h la cri^e 

Ke paifant h vilain firent, 

Ki la grant flote arriver virent ; 

Bien congneut ke Normanz veneient, 

E ke la terre aveir voleient. 

En dreit un tertre s'areftut, 

Ke alquanz d*els ne rapar9ut ; 

Hoc s'eftut, fi efgarda 

Coment la grant flote ariva ; 

Vit les archiers des n^s iflir^ 

Li chevaliers empr^s venir ; 

Vit carpentiers, vit lor coignies ; 

Vit li grant oft e li maifnies ; 



This probably was done, and it may be all that was meant to be reported. The difmantling 
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Now 'tis not my intent all in order to tell. 
Or recount each event as it chanced or befell. 
Sometimes what laft happened I firft fhall relate, 
And later may tell what was prior in date. 

It is known that the Duke, on the very firft day, 
His whole force affembrd in battle array. 
On that day. He marfhall'd and arm'd all his Hoft, 
But they kept to the Quarters they held on the Coaft. 
On Pevenfey Caftle they mov*d the next day. 
Whence Horfemen and Scouts brought rich prize away. 
They feiz'd on the clothing and feiz*d on the food. 
The wants of thofe left at the Ships to make good. 
On all fides the Englifh fought fafety in flight, 
Drove their Cattle away, left their homes in aflfright. 
A refuge they fought by the Tombs of the dead,^ 
Nor there did they ceafe to tremble with dread. 

Then a Knight of the Land, who had heard the outcry 
That was raised by the Serfs and the Peafantry ; 
Who faw the great Fleet which was fpread o'er the Sea, 
And knew that the Normans on board it muft be ; 
Knew, too, of their greed the whole Land to pofiiefs. 
Hid himfelf near the Shore in a hill-fide recefs ; 
Whence, unfeen himfelf, he could clearly fpy out 
What th' Armament come o'er the Sea was about. 
Firft the Archers and Knights he beheld come aftiore. 
Then the Carpenters faw, with the Axes they bore. 

^ ... ^ .■■-■■■ ■ ■! I . I . I ., . . ■ I. .- 

of the {hips, left under the protection of the fort, when going inland, feems a prudent 
precaution againft furprife by Harold's fleet, as well as againft any fudden fit of defpair 
arifing in the Norman army ; but their deftru£tion would have been a ralh ftep. From 
fuch difmantling may have arifen the report of deftrudtion, which the chronicle of Battle 
Abbey, MS, Cott. Dom, A. it. improves into a£lual burning. It would appear that they 
were foon refitted, and followed William's cautious courfe along the coaft to Dover. The 
Carmen de htlh Haftingenfi makes William reft five days at Haftings after the battle. 

P Avant que. *» Leur manque. ' Retirent. • S'inquietent. 

^ This ufe of the cemeteries is again mentioned by Wace^ ii. 381. " As cimetieres 
tot atraient.*' See alfo Ordericus Fit. xi. 815. 

L 
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II le trouTe au 
moment o«^ il 
▼enaitdevaincre 
Toftig. 



DetailsfurToftig 
et la guerre qu*il 
avait fufcitee. 



Vit li mairriens des n^s geter; 

Vit li chaftel fere h fermer ; ^ 

Vit li foflK envirun faire ; 

Vit les efcuz et armes atraire. 

De quant k'il vit out grant pefance,'* 

S'efp^e ceint e prifl fa lance ; 

Al Rei Heraut, 90 dift, ireit^ 

Cefte novele li direit. 

Atant^ fe mift cil el chemin. 

Tart fe colcha, leva matin ; 

Tant a erre ke noit ke jor 

Por Heraut querre fon Seignor, 

Ultre le Humbre Ta trov^ ; 

En une vile aveit difn^* 

Heraut demenout grant fierte ; 

Ultre le Humbre aveit eft^, 

Tofti fon frere aveit veincu ; 

Mult li efteit bien advenu. 

Frere Heraut efteit Tofti, 

Maiz par mal efteient defparti,"^ 

Tofti aveit Heraut requis 

E fet requerre par amis, 

Quant fi li efteit efchaeit, 

Fuft tort, fuft dreit, ke Reis efteit, 

Li fieu fon pere li donaft 

E la terre li otr^aft, 

Ke lor pere tint d'^ritage. 

Ne quereit mie grant ultrage 

Et il (is hoem en devendreit 

Et a Seignor le congnoiftreit, 

Et altretant* Ten fervireit 

Come il li reis Ewart fafeit. 

Heraut ne li volt otreier 

Cele, doner ne efchangier. 
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He could reckon the number and ftrength of the Hoft, 

See the ftores and materials thrown on the Coaft ; 

See them run up their Fort^ and hoyv they broke ground. 

And fenc'd it, by drawing a Trench all around ; 

See the Shields and the mafles of Arms of all kind, 

Quite enough to alarm and to trouble his mind. 

So he tightened his Sword-belt, and had his Lance brought, 

Then off with his tidings, and King Harold fought. 

Night and day did he travel, and took little reft. 

Till he met with his Seignor — the aim of his queft. 

In a Town beyond Humber The King had juft din'd,'^ 

There the Knight had the fortune His Monarch to find. 

The King was elated at what had been done 

North of Humber,® and proud of the fight He had won. 

There Tofti His Brother He vanquifh'd, and there 

Abundant good fortune had fall'n to His (hare. 

With Tofti His Brother The King had a feud. 
For Tofti made claim, and by friends his claim fued, 
(When Harold by right or by wrong got the Crown,) 
The Fief of Earl Godwin to hold as his own. 
To their Father thofe Lands by inheritance came. 
Should Harold confirm Tofti's right to the fame, 
He fought nothing elfe, and His Liege-man would be. 
And aye truly ferve Him, as Lord of the Fee, 
Nor lefs to His fervice fhould always feel bound. 
Than to Edward aforetime, he ever was found. 
But Harold refused Tofti*s claim to accord. 
Or to make an equivalent grant, or award. 

* £t fortifier. "■ De tout ce qu'il vit eut grand chagrin. 

" Sur-lc-champ. ^ Defunis. * Autant. 

^ Nam ipfo die confumniatae Viftorise, cum apud Eboracum laetus pranderet. — Hiji. 
Rimefienfts^ Cap. xx. William of Malmsbury, Ed. Thomas Gale^ Oxon^ 169 1. 

> Haec pugna nonis 0£tobris in die fabbati fadta eft^ in qua pene totus Northvigenorum 
exercitus ab Anglis caeliis eft. — William Calculus Gemmeticensis, Monachi — Hifi, 
Normannorumy Lib. vii. p. 287. 
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nees a Harold du 
debarquement 
des Normands. 



Harold regrette 
de n*avoir pu 
s'oppofer au de- 
barquement de 
Guitlaume. 
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Tofti, ki mult s'en coro9a, 
En Danemarche trefpaffa,y 
Daneiz fe Norreiz* amena^ 
Deverz Euro'ic* ariva. 
Heraut le fout, fi s'en garni 
E chevalcha centre Tofti ; 
A fon frere fe cumbati^ 
Sis meifnies e li veinqui ; 
Occiz fu Tofti verz Pontfrait, 
E mult altre mal i out fait. 
Heraut de Pontfrait repairout^ 
E forment fe glorcfiout : 
M aiz fol eft ki fe glor^fie ; 
Toft eft une joie faillie. 
Male novele eft toft venue ; 
Toft pot morir ki altre tue ; 
Sovent contre fon deftorbier 
Se folt coer d'home ell^ecier.^ 
Heraut repairout liement^ 
E cunteneit mult ficrement, 
Quant un mes^ tel novele dift 
Ki en altre penfer le mift. 
Eis vos li chevalier, venu, 
Ki de Haftingues fu meu :^ 
Normanz, dift-il, funt arrivd, 
A Haftingues funt areft^ ; 
La terre kuident for vos prendre, 
Se vos ne la poez desfendre ; 
Un chaftel i ont ferme^ 
De bretefches e de foffe. 
Mult me pot, dift Heraut, pefer 
Ke jo ne fu a Tarriver, 
Forment m'en eft m^favenu. 
Mielx me venift aveir perdu 



CONGEST OF ENGLAND. 77 

To Denmark then Tofti repaired, much enrag*d» 
And Northmen, and Danes, in his quarrel engaged. 
They landed in Yorkihire, but Harold aware, 
Aflembrd a Force, and encountered them there. 
Near Pomfret the Battle was fought,^ and the Dane 
Was vanquifh'd in Combat, and Tofti was flain. 
The lofs of the Danes in the Conflid was great. 
And proud was The King of His Foeman's defeat. 
Triumphant from Pomfret He marched with His Hoft, 
But unwife is He who of Fortune makes boaft. 
Succeiles are fleeting ; — 111 travels apace ; 
And vanquifh'd and Vidtors change fortunes and place. 
Oft hearts are elated and Spirits run high. 
When Death is impending, — or Ruin is nigh. 

As fouthward then Harold with Pomp and Array, 
In the pride of His triumph, was wending His way. 
He met with this Meffenger, who fuch news brought 
As at once put His mind in a new train of thought. 

The Traveller from Haftings to Harold drew near, 
111 tidings all ready to pour in His ear. 
" The Normans,'* he cry'd, " they be here in Thy Land ! 
" Along ftiore at Haftings their forces now ftand ; 
" This Realm from Thy rule 'tis their purpofe to take, 
** Unlefs Thou art able their Forces to break. 
" They have built them a Fort upon our Englifh ground, 
" Palifaded and fenc'd, with a Fofle all around." 

" Wo is me,*' then faid Harold, " and hard is our Lot, * 
" That when William came. We were not on the Spot ! 



y PafTa. * Norwegicns. ■ York. ** S*cn retournait. 

^ Souvent le coeur de rhomme fe rejouit au moment de fa mine. 

** S'cn revenait joyeufement. • Un meflager. 

f Etait parti. « Fortifie. 

9 Benoit (ays Tofti*s expedition was concerted with William. 
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Quant ke Tofti out demande, 
Ke jo n'euffe el port efl^. 
Quant Willame vint el rivage ; 
Bien defendiife li paffage. 
Tant en ftifle en mer plungier, 
E tant en feifle n^ier, 
J^ a la terre ne venifTent, 
Ja nient del noftre ne pr^ifTent ; 
Ja de niorir garant n'^ufTent^ 
Se la mer tote ne b^uflent ; 
Maiz ifli plout el Rei celeftre, 
Jo ne poiz mie par tut eilre. 



Uo baron du 
pays exprime a 
Guillaume fet 
craintes fur le 
fucces de l*ex- 
pedition. 



En la terre aveit un Baron, 
Maiz jo ne fai dire fon non, 
Ki mult aveit li Dus am^, 
E fe fafeit de li priv^ ; 
Ne fe il peuft ne volfift 
K'^ Willame m^favenift.^ 
Cil li manda priv^ement 
Ke trop ert venu povrement ; 
Poi aveit genz, 90 li ert vis,* 
A fere 90 k'aveit empris ; ^ 
Trop aveit gent en Engleterre, 
Et mult efteit fort a cunquerre. 
Par dreite fei li confeillout, 
E par bon amor li mandout 
Ke del paiz s'en retornaft, 
Et en fa terre s'en ralaft 
Anceiz ke Heraut i venift : 
Dote aveit k'il li mefchait ; * 
Mult li pefereit, 90 difeit, 
S*a Willame m^faveneit. 
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'Tis a heavy mifchance ; — Far better, indeed. 
Had We yielded to Tofti each jot of his greed ; 
" For if We, with our Forces, had flood on the Shore, 
" What time, in their Veflels, the Normans came o*er, 
'' At landing they fuch a refiftance had found, 
" That but few of their Men fhould have fet foot to ground. 
" Or if they fcap'd drowning, and got fafe to Land, 
^' Not a man of them all but had died by our hand. 
^^ Our goods, too, and Chattels in peace had been left, 
** Which may now by the hand of the Spoiler be reft. 
^^ But fo it feem^d good to the Lord to decide, 
" Ourfelf twixt two Places We could not divide." 



In that part of England the Duke had a friend 
Who wiftx'd well to his caufe, and did privily fend 
A MefTage of warning, (a Baron was he. 
But I know not his name.)^ With grief fhould he fee 
Mifadventure befall him, which he could avert. 
Or his fame or his fortunes meet damage or hurt» 
He told him the Army he brought with his Fleet 
Was unfit to cope with the Force they would meet. 
Of a Land fo well peopl'd the conquefl to make. 
Was an effort none lightly fhould undertake. 
No better his faith to the Duke could he prove. 
Or counfel him better, in pledge of his love. 
Than to fhip his whole Force in his VefTels again. 
And Normandy's fhores with all fpeed to regain ; 
If Harold fhould come, and the Duke fuffer harm, 
*T would fill him with grief, as it did with alarm. 



^ Arrivat mal. * II avait pcu de monde, ce lui femblait. 

^ Entrepris. ' Qu'il lui arrivit mal. 

' According to fflllsam of Poitiers,^ he was a rich man of Norman origin, named 
Robert, fon of Guimare, a noble bdy. 
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E li Dus manda briement,™ 
K'il ne dotaft de li nient,'^ 
Nule crieme** de li n'^uft, 
Maiz bien crei'ft e bien feufl, 
Se il n'aveit ke dis miliers 
De fi nobles chevaliers. 
Com il aveit feifante mil 
U plus, fi fe cumbatreit-il. 
Ja ainz, 90 dift, ne s'en ira, 
Ke de Heraut ne fe vengcra. 
Heraut vint a Lundres puignant,? 
De totes parz Engleiz mandant, 
Ke tuit viengent delivrement^ 
E mult apareilliement 
El terme k*il lor out mand^, 
Sainz efoigne forz d'enferte/ 
Semprez* ^uft li Dus requis 
E de cumbatre jor affis, 
Maiz il mandout et atendeit 
Sun grant barnage ki vendreit ; 
Cil vindrent haftivement 
Ki oirent li mandement. 
Li Dus oi* dire afez toft 
Ke Heraut affemblout grant oft;^ 
A Lundres ert venu del nort, 
Tofti fis frere i aveit mort.^ 
Huon Margot a demand^, 
De Fefcam moigne corone ; 
For 90 k'il ert bien enfeigniez, 
Bien cogn^u e bien preifiez,^ 
L'a li Dus a Heraut tramis,^ 
E Margot al chemin s'eft mis. 



"* Brievement. 



Rien, neant. 



° Crainte, 
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The Duke anfwer'd briefly, no fear did he feel, 
Nor need his friends have any doubt of his weal ; 
Yet he wifh'd him to know, and think it well o'er, 
That if ftead of Sixty odd thoufand and more 
Who followed his Banner, his thoufands were ten. 
Of Knights fuch as his, and of fuch gallant Men, 
He would never retreat till his quarrel was fought. 
And Harold the weight of his vengeance was taught. 



In hot hafte to London did Harold repair. 
And fummon'd His People to meet with Him there. 
All Men of the Land muft that fummons obey. 
And come at fix'd term, ready arm'd, in array. 
The iick and the cripples alone were excused. 
All pretexts for fhunning the mufter, refused. 
He had challenged the Duke, and a day fix'd to fight. 
But His Barons afk'd time, to aflemble their might ; 
Tho' foon as the fummons was known in the Land, 
Each hurriedly gathered and came with his Band. 

That Harold was getting together His Hoft 
Was foon told the Duke, where he lay on the Coaft. 
He learnt how to London King Harold was come. 
How Tofti His Brother had met with his doom. 
So he caird to his prefence a good learned Man, 
Huon Margot* by name, a Monk of Fefcamp ; 
One whofe wifdom and worth to all made him dear, 
And him the Duke trufted a Miflion to bear 



P Galopant, piquant des deux. ^ Sur-Ie-champ. 

' Sans excufe, excepte d'iniirmite. • Auffitot. * Grande armee. 

• Tuc. " Eftimc. ^ Envoyc. 

* fFace is the only authority who gives the name of this envoy. William of Poitiers 
merely (ays he was a monk of Fecamp, without further defcription. The two embaffies 
are defcribed by him in a reverfed order, and with different circumftances attending them. 

M 
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A Lundres a Heraut trove, 

Et ifli a ad li parl^ : 

Herauty dift-il/ entend ^ mei, 

MeiTagier fuis, oi de kei : 

Li Dus te mand h]tV te di* 

Ke trop toft as mis en obli 

Le ferement ke tu jadis 

En Normendie li %]& ; 

Falf^ li as li ferement ; 

Radrece t'en, e fi li rent 

La corogne et la feignorie 

Ke tu n'as pas d'anceflbrie ; y 

Tu n'es pas rei par eritage, 

Ne par home de ton lignage. 

Li reis Ewart en fa fant^ 

Et en fa libre poeft^ » 

Dona fa terre h fon r^alme 

A fon mcillor parent Willealme ; 

Tel don li fill com fere pout, 

Come al meillor home k'il out ; 

En fa fant^, devant fa mort, 

La li dona, fi Ten faiz tort, 

Ke tu loeis e graanta,^ 

Nel' desfendi, ainz li jura. 

Rens li fa terre, fais li dreit 

Ainz ke plus damage en feit. 

Ne poent tele gent afembler 

Com tu h li poez jofter 

Sanz grant damage h fanz grant perte, 

E 90 iert de tote part deferte.^ 

Bien fai ke tel le comperront^ 

Ki nules capes ^ n'i aront. 

Rent li fun regne ke tu as ; 

Se tu li tienz, mal tu aras. 



u 
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Unto Harold ; — and Margot £et forth on his way^ 
And found Him at London, and thus did he fay : — 
" To the words I fliall utter, O Harold, give ear, 
** But know firft, who fends Thee the meiTage I bear ; 
" 'Tis the Duke, — ^who enjoins me to bring to Thy mind, 
" How foon Thou forgatteft Thyfelf Thou didft bind 
** In Normandy, pledging Thy honor and troth, 
" And that now. Thou art falfe both to him and Thy oath. 
" Repair then Thy wrong, and reftore him the Crown, 
" Which no right of heritage maketh Thine own. 

This Kingdom by Royal defcent is not Thine ; 

For none of Thy Lineage can trace to that Line. 

In the plenary ufe of His Own Sovereign Will, 

Pow'r vefted in Edward, His wifti to fulfil, 
" That His Realm and His Crown (hould to William defcend, 
" As the beft of His Kin, when His Own Life fhould end. 
•• The Gi]ft He beftow'd with full right fo to do. 

Conferring His Grace on the beft Man He knew. 

King Edward in Body and Mind too was found j 
" If His Will prejudicial in aught can be found, 
" On Thee refts the blame. Who didft fandlion His Deed, 

Not protefting, — but fwearing to make it fucceed. 

Do right, and reftore him the Land Thou haft got, 
•• Left mifchief befall Thee, and ill be Thy Lot. 
^* When rang'd 'gainft each other fuch mighty Hofts ftand, 
'^ Devaftation and ruin muft fpread o'er the Land. 
*• For War's cofts and horrors infallibly fall 
" On the Land and its Denizens, ftripp'd of their all. 
" Reftore then His Kingdom, now owning Thy fway, 
" Or, mark well my words. Thou wilt aye rue this day !" 

' Je te le dis. ' Par tes ancetres. ' Puiflance. 

* Que tu approuva et confentit. 

^ £t il y aura dommage, deftru£lion de tous les cotes. ^ Le paieront. 

^ Chapes, robes. 
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Harold. Onde- 
robe a ia fiireur 
Tenvoye de 

Gttillaume. 



Harold envoie a 
Too tour un mef- 
fage a Guil- 
lauroe. 



Heraut fu forment orguillos, 
Co dift k'il out kalkes furos ;*^ 
Des paroles fe corona 
Ke Margot fi le mana9a ; 
Bien creit ke il Tout laidi^ 
Maiz Guert fi frere fus failli, 
Entre li Reis s'ala efter ; ^ 
Huon Margot s'en fifl aler. 
Cil s'en ala fainz congi^ prendre, 
K'i] n'i volt mie plus atendre, 
Ne plus n'i did, ne plus li fift, 
Ne plus n'oi de quant k'il quid.; 
Al Due Guillame reverti,^ 
Si dift com Heraut Tout laidi.** 
Done a Heraut pris un meifage 
Ki de France fout li langage, 
Al Due Guillame Tenv^ia, 
Cel paroles li enchargia : 
Dites al Due ke jo li mant" 
K*il ne m'apelt de covenant,*^ 
Ne ne m'apelt de ferement ; 
Se jo li ait fet folement, 
Se jo unkes rien li pramis, 
Por ma delivrance le fis ; 
Por mei ddivrer li jurai, 
Quant k'il me quift li otr^ai.^ 
Ne me deit eftre reproc^, 
Quer nel' fift nient de mon grae ; 
La force ert foe," fi cremeie, 
Se fa volont^ ne fafeie, 



• On dit qu'il cut qudques acces de fureur. ' S'alla placer. 
« Retouma. h L'a offenfe. 

* Que je lui mandc. ^ Qu'il ne me fomme point des conventions, du traite. 
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Now Harold was haughty, and had fits of pride, 
Which fome fay to madnefs were nearly allied ; 
So when Huon Margot thus menacing fpoke. 
His anger was kindled. His fury awoke. 
Perchance Huon Margot to Earth he had fell'd, 
But Gurth rufhing forward His Brother withheld ; 
Himfelf 'twixt the Envoy and Harold he threw. 
While Margot in hafte from The prefence withdrew. 
So, without taking leave, to depart he was fain. 
And neither fought audience of Harold again. 
Or took fruitlefs fteps a reply to obtain. 
But the Duke he informed how his miifion had fail'd, 
And Harold's wild infults minutely detailed. 



Then Harold a MefTage bethought him to fend. 
And He fought out a Man in view of that end. 
Who knew the French language, and gave him in charge, 
Thus to open His mind to William at large. 

The Duke muft be told, that he reckoned in vain. 
On agreements or Oaths that by Harold were ta'en. 
For if 'gainft all reafon engagements He made. 
Thereupon, no appeal to His faith could be had. 
To nought had He pledged Himfelf, fave when conftrain*d, 
And fearing His freedom fhould not be regained. 
For the fake of His Liberty, only. He fwore. 
And, had the Duke afk'd it, had done even more. 
*Twas hard to reproach Him, and founded but ill 
To caft in His teeth what He did *gainft His will. 
In the Duke's power was he, and fear'd to refufe 
Any wifli that he formed, or whatever he might choofe ; 



' Je lui accordai tout ce qu*il me demanda. ™ La force etait fienne. 
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Ke jo jamaiz ne revertiffe," 
Et toz terns la remainfifle.^ 
£ fe de rien mesfait li ai, 
Jo m^ifme m'en aiToIdrai.P 
Maiz fe il velt de mon aveir, 
Je Ten donrai ^ mon poeir ; 
Totes fis n^s li referai, 
E falvement Ten conduirai ; 
E fe il eel ofFre ne prent, 
Difles por veir,*i s'il tant m'atant, 
Ke famedi le requerrai, 
Et famedi me combatrai. 
Li meflagier li Dus requift, 
De par li Reis Heraut li difl' 
K'en fa terre s'en ralaft 
Et Engleterre d^livraft 
E falvement Ten conduireit ; 
E s*il de fon aveir voleit, 
Tant li donra or et argent. 
Tote en porra garnir fa gent. 
Reponfe de Li Dus Wilkme refpondi : 

Guillaumc. t-^ i i_ • j* /• 

Del bien dire foe merci, 
Maiz jo ne fuis mie venuz 
En ceft pa'iz od tant d'efcuz 
Por fez efterlins receveir, 
Maiz por fa terre tote aveir, 
Ifli com il me le jura 
E come Ewart la me dona, 
Et m'en fift livrer en oftage 
Dui varletz' de gentil Hgnage, 
L'un filz, I'altre nevo Guigne, 
Encor les ai en ma faifigne, 
Saifi en fuis e ii teindrai 
Si jo poiz tant ke dreit aurai. 
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Had He not fo comply'd, well He knew, never more 

He had Normandy left, or beheld England's fhore. 

If for aught He had done reparation was owM, 

Abfolution from guilt, on Himfelf He beftow'd ; 

But if the Duke coveted what He poiTefs'd, 

He would ftrain ev'ry nerve to accord his requeft. 

His (hips that were damag'd, refitted (hould be/ 

And fafe condu£t given him over the Sea ; 

But if thefe His offers the Duke fet afide. 

Of a truth fhall he fee (if fo long he abide). 

On Saturday morn, England's Hofl in array. 

And the fortune of War fhall be tried on that Day. 
So in King Harold's name, this His Envoy requir'd 

That the Force of the Duke fhould at once be retir'd ; 

And that if England's Realm were reliev'd of his Hofl, 

Safe conduct was theirs till they reach'd their own Coafl. 

If they coveted wealth. He'd give them to hold. 

Abundance of Silver, abundance of Gold, 

That ev'ry Man with Him, ere homeward they went, 

Such portion fhould have, as would make him content. 
The Duke made reply, — " For the fair words you fpake 

" Our thanks be return'd ; — ^but not for the fake 
Of changing Our crowns for your fhillings We come. 
But to feize on this England, and make it Our Home. 
By Oaths which not Harold Himfelf can difown, 

** By grant made by Edward to Us, of His Crown, 

" Who the Son and the Nephew of Godwin gave o'er. 
As pledges, and Hoflages, into Our Pow'r, 
Our rjight do We claim, — ^and till that We attain, 
Thofe Hoflages flill in Our keep will detain."^ 
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" Nc retournafTe. " Demeurafle. p M*cn abibudrai. 

*» Pour vrai. ' Deux jeuncs gens. 

3 Brompton, p. 194, fays that William allowed Harold to take back with him to Eng- 
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fait dcs prefens. 



Dune refpondi li mefTagiers : 
Sire, dift-ily tu nos forquiers,* 
Tu forquiers mult ^ mon Seignor ; 
Tolir li voils pris* et ^nor 
Ke li roves fon regne rendre," 
Come s'il ne Tofaft desfendre. 
Tot eft encor fain h haitiez/ 
N'eft encor nafrez ne empeiriez ; ^ 
Ne il n*eft grevez de guerre 
K'il te deie guerpir fa terre : 
N'eft pas avenant ke fi tei plaift 
Ke il fun regne ifli te laift. 
Heraut ne te volt rien guerpir 
Ne tu ne li poz rien tolir ; 
Maiz por Tamor h por ta grace, 
E fainz crieme' de ta manace, 
Te donra quant que tu voldras 
Or et argent, d^niers h dras ; 
E fi t*en va en ta cuntrce, 
Ainz k'entre vos forded mediae. 
E fe tu ceft ofFre ne prenz, 
Co faces tu, fe tu Tatenz, 
Ke famedi en champ fera, 
Et famedi fe combatra. 
Cel terme a li Dus otrei^, 
E li meffage prift congic, 
Li Dus, quant cil s'en volt aler, 
Cheval h dras li fift doner. 
Li mcs» eft a Heraut venuz. 
Si com il ert de nof veftuz ; 
Tot li a dit h tot moftr^ 
Quant ke li Dus li out don^. 



land his coufin Haco, and promifed to fend Wilnoth his brother after him; this is at 
variance with the language Wace here makes William hold to Harold's meflenger. 
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The Meflenger anfwer'd, — " Sire, that which you afk 
** Would lay on my Seignor too grievous a talk ; 
** Demanding that He fhould give way to your claim, 
" You'd rob him at once both of honor and name ! 
** If He, like a Craven whom perils overwhelm, 
" Dares venture no ftroke in defence of His Realm ; 
" With the hearts of His People ftill found and alert, 

And as yet unimpaired in their Strength, and unhurt ; 

War's menace and preffure is not yet fo great. 

That to you He (hould render His Realm and His State. 

Nor becaufe England's Throne 'tis your pleafure to fill, 

Muft* He without fail bend His wifli to your Will. 
*^ Harold deems, that demands which he cannot accord, 
** Are beyond both your reach and the reach of your Sword. 
** But proffering fairly, on you He relies. 

And gives that to Love — which to threats He denies ; 

To yourfelf doth he leave it, to fix the amount 
" Of Silver and Gold, which to you He (hall count, 
" Coin'd money and Garments, — if you from our Coaft, 
** Ere Confli<^ arifeth, will lead back your Hoft, 
" But know, — ^if your Will fets thefe offers afide, 
" That on Saturday morn, (if fo long you abide,) 
" Here Harold will range England's might in array, 
" And fixes His wager of fight for that day." 

This challenge of Combat the Duke did accept. 
And then his tafk ended, the Envoy foon left. 
But when he prepar'd to fet forth on his Road, 
Rich clothes, and a Horfe, the Duke on him beftow'd. 
When in prefence of Harold he flood, there he fhew'd 
The Horfe the Duke gave him, his Garments renew'd ; 






* Tu nous furdemandes, tu nous demandes trop. ^ Eftime, reputation. 

" Que tu lui demandes de rendre fbn royaume. ^ £t difpos. 

^ Empire. * Crainte. ^ S'eleve. ■ Lemeflager. 
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battreGuillaume 
a ia place, pen- 
dant qull rava- 
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E coment il Tout enor^ 
E quant k'il out vers li trov^ ; 
E Heraut mult fe repenti 
K'a Margot n'out fet altrefi.* 
Dementres^ ke par meflagiers, 
E par clers h par Chevaliers, 
Heraut et Willame parloent, 
Engleiz a Londres s'aiTembloent. 
Quant de Londres durent torner. 
Si com je ai di conter, 
Un frere Heraut, Guert out non, 
Mift fon frere Heraut k raifon. 
Bel frere, difl-il, remanez,® 
Maiz vos maifnies^ me livrez ; 
En adventure me metrai, 
A Willame me cumbatrai ; 
N'ai od li nule covenance* 
Par ferement ne par fiance, 
Ne jo ne fuis od li par fei, 
Ne jo ferement ne li dei. 
Tel chofe porreit advenir, 
N'i eftovreit plus colp ferir/ 
Jo criem,«f fe vos vos combatez. 
Ad 90 ke vos vos perjurez, 
Ke des perjures pris^ vos feit 
E ke cil veinque ki a dreit. 
Maiz fe jo fuis veincu u pris, 
Vos, fe Dex plaift, ki ferez vis,* 
Vos maifnies rafemblerez, 
E cumbatre vos i porrez, 
U tel parole el Due prendrez, 
Ke voftre regne en paiz tendrez. 



De meme. 



^ Pendant que. 



^ Demeurez. 



CONGEST OF ENGLAND. 91 

All the gifts he had gotten were duly difplay'd, 
And recital of all the Duke's courtefies made. 
Then Harold bethought him of Huon Margot, 
Sorely vex'd, He ill us'd him, tho' fent from His Foe, 



Meantime, and while Clerks, Knights, and MefTengers, took 
Words of parley like thefe, 'twixt The King and the Duke, 
At London the Englifti were gathering ; — ^fome fay 
Gurth argu'd with Harold and thus did he pray : — 

** Fair Brother, if Thou wilt give me the command, 
" Whilft Thou here in London doft take up Thy ftand, 
" The Fortune of War with the Duke I will try.* 
" Unfhackrd by Bond or Engagement am I ; 
^^Duke William can put forth no claim to my troth, 
" Or allege, that I ever was bound by an Oath.^ 
Matters yet may fo chance, that, without drawing Brand, 
We ftill may provide for the Peace of the Land. 
Much I fear that if Thou in Thy perfon engage, 
And tho* Thou art perjured, wilt ftill Battle wage. 
The curfe of Thy falfehood, will bow down Thy might, 
" And he will be Vidlor who fights in his Right. 
** Now if I in the Combat am vanquifh'd and ta*en, 
" Whilft Thou (if God wills it), in Life doft remain, 
" Reafifembling Thy Forces, from near and from far, 
" And attacking, again try the fortune of War ; 
You may fo prefs the Duke, that he and his Band 
Will promife to leave Thee in Peace, in Thy Land. 









** Vos troupes. • Traitc. ' II iCy aurait plus befoin dc combattre. 

« Je crains. ** Recompenfc. * Vif. 

* This emulation between the brothers is alfo vouched by Ordiricus Vitalis. Gaimar 
in one MS. calls Gurth, Gerard ; another MS. reads Gerd. 

^ Nos omni juramento expediti ferrum pro patria fumemus : timendum ne fi ipfe de- 
certes, vel fugam, vel mortem ineas. — Anonym. Contin, ofBede^ p. 332. 
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Endementres^ ke la irai, 
Et as Normanz me cumbatrai, 
Alez par ceft paiz, ardant^ 
M aizons h viles deftruiant ; 
Pernez la robe h la vitaille,"* 
Pors et oeilles " et aumaille,® 
Ke Normanz vitaille ne truiffentP 
Ne nule rien done vivre puiiTent. 
Fetes la vitaille efluingnier^ 
Ke il ne truiifent ke mengier. 
Si les porrez mult efmaier^ 
E faire ariere repairier ; ' 
Li Dus meifme s*en ira, 
Quant la vitaille li faldra.* 
Noble refus Heraut a dit ke non fera, 

Ne Guert el Due fainz li n'ira, 
Ne fainz li ne cumbatra, 
Maifonz e viles n'en ardra,^ 
Ne lis homes ne robera." 
Coment, dift-il, dei-jo grever 
La gent ke jo dei governer ? 
Deftruire ne grever ne dei 
La gent ki det garir^ foz mei. 
A ceft cunfeil tuit fe teneient, 
Et ifli fere le voleient, 
Maiz Heraut fift fon ferement, 
Por Monftrer fon grant hardement,^ 
Ke ja' en champ fanz ILn'iront, 
Ne fanz li ne fe cumbatront. 
Por coarty 90 dift, le teindreient 
E plufors li reprovereient,y 
Ke (is boens amiz env^iout 
En lieu ii aler il n'ofout. 



^ Pendant que. * Brfllant. "» Les habillemcns et les vivre^. 
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^* Let me then the Normans in battle engage, 

And whilft in one quarter the Combat we wage. 

Go — burn, and deftroy, — ^the whole Land wafte lay ; 
" Raze Houfes and Towns, drive the People away, 
** Seize Stores and Provifions, — remove all the Kine, 
" And leave not one head or of Sheep, or of Swine. 
•• Want of ftores and of food will foon make itfelf felt, 

And the force of our Foe muft fpeedily melt ; 

Duke William himfelf, to depart will find good, 
** When he finds in the Land default of all food." 

But Harold rejected Gurth's coiinfel, and faid. 
That by none but Himfelf, fhould His Forces be led. 
That uiilefs He were prefent, no fight fhould be fought, 
Nor fhould Houfe, or Town, to defb-u£tion be brought. 

How could We," faid He, " o*er this Land forrow bring .? 

Or ruin a People who own Us as King ? 

We never will harry or injure a Land, 
" Which trufls both for Rule, and for Weal, to Our hand." 

All thofe made aware of what Gurth did advife, 
Wifh'd his counfels were foUow'd, as prudent and wife ; 
So an Oath Harold took, fix'd purpofe to fhew. 
That none to the Battle without Him fhould go. 
By the name of a Coward, whom danger appall'd. 
Should He ever after, — and juflly, be called, 
(As He faid,) — if His friends fhould alone bear the brunt 
Of Perils, too great for Himfelf to confront ! ^ 
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** Brebis. ® Vaches, taureaux, boeuis, veaux, genifles. ^ Ne trouvent. 

"I Inquieter. ' Retourner. ' * Lui manquera. 

* Nc brfllera. " Ne depouillera. " Profpercr. 

^ Hardiefle. * Jamais. ^ Lui reprochcraicnt. 

^ Benoit bears ample teflimony to the peribnal qualifications of Harold : 

Pros ert Heraut e virtuos, 

£ empernanz e corajoz : 

N'eftoveitpas en nule terre 

Sos ciel meillor chevaler querre : 
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Harold part de 
Londre$, et ya 
a^ablir dans 
une enceinte 
qu*il fait fortifier. 



Les deux armees 
pafTent la nuit 
dans del craintes 
reciproques de 
furprife. 



Au point du 
jour, Harold et 
fon fr^e yont 
reconnaitre 
Tennemi. 



Iffi eft de Londres meuz,* 

K'il ne pout eftre reteneuz. 

Tant a fa gent avant men^e. 

Come gent ki alout armee, 

K'il fift fun eftandart dr^cier 

Et fift fun gonfanon fichier, 

Hoc tot dreit u TAb^ie 

De la Bataille eft eftablie ; 

Ki en eel lieu le requerra, 

Hoc, 90 dift, fe desfendra. 

Heraut a li lieu efgard^, 

Clore Ta fet de boen fofle ; 

De treiz parz leijQTa treiz entries 

Ki a garder funt comand^es. 

Normanz cele nuit fe gaitierent, 

E tote nuit arm^ veillierent ; 

Tote nuit furent en fufpeiz,* 

Kar dit lor fu ke li Engleiz 

Cele nuit trefk'k els vendreient*^ 

E cele nuit les affaldreient. 

Co meifmes les Engleiz cremeient 

Ke Normanz la nuit les guerreient ; 

Iffi unt tote nuit veilli^, 

Li uns por li altres gaiti^. 

El matin k Taube ap^rant,^ 

Ke Ten folt dire, a Tajornant : ^ 

Munta Heraut e Guert od lui. 

Noble vafial furent andui ;* 

Par els dui deftriers funt meu, 

E de lor lices forz iffii, 

Ne meinent od els Chevalier, 

Vaflet a pie ne efkuier ; 

Ne nul d*els n'a armes port^e, 

Forz fol efcu, lance et efp^e : 



CONGEST OF ENGLAND. 95 

Then moving from London, He marfhall'd His Might ; 
Refolv'd in His purpofe, and bent on the Fight ; 
Till He fixM on a Spot, and His Standard bade raife, 
Where the Abbey of Battle now ftands in our days. 
There halting His forces. He took up His ftand, 
And faid He would fight in defence of His Land. 
Then clofely exploring and marking the Ground, 
A Space He enclosed, with a FofTe all around. 
On three of its fides, three Entries were left. 
And thefe were well guarded, and carefully kept. 

The Normans that night kept good watch and ward. 
All the Camp was in Arms, and they flood on their guard. 
For 'twas bruited abroad, that the Englifh that night 
Would attack in the Darknefs, and bring on the fight. 
The very fame fear with the Englifh prevail'd. 
Who deem'd they fhould be by the Normans affail'd. 
Thus in both of the Camps, that live-long night through, 
Each watch'd and obferv'd what the other might do. 
In the grey of the Morn, which we call break of day, 
Rofe Harold, and Gurth, from the Tents where they lay. 
To each noble Chieftain His War-horfe was brought. 
And there in the gloaming. Their way forth they fought. 
They fummon*d no Knight on their courfe to attend. 
Or Footman, or Squire, forth with Them to wend. 
With Buckler and Lance, and His Sword by His fide. 
But no other weapon, did each of Them ride. 



Beaus efleit trop, e beaus parlers, 
Donierre e larges viandiers. 
His mother, according to the fame authority, difluaded him fiom the enterprife, equally 
with his brother ; who, befides the reafons urged in tf^ace^ preiTes the army's need of repofe 
after the late campaign. 

' Parti. * En foup^on. ^ Julqu'a eux viendraient. 

® A Taube apparaiflant, au point du jour. ^ Au jour venant. 

* Tous deux. 
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Harold effnye 
vent fe retirer a 
Londres. 



Son frere lui 
reproche fa 

lachete. 
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Li Normanz voldrent forv^ir/ 

E li lieu u erents faveir. 

Tant ont par els dui chevalchie, 

Et tant vire h tant efpi^, 

Ke d'une angarde^ u ils s'efturent, 

Cels de Toft virent ki pr^s furent. 

Mult veient loges e foillies 

E tentes bien aparaillies, 

E helberges h paveillons, 

E peuls drechiez h gonfanons ; 

Mult o'lrent chevals hennir 

E virent armes reluifir. 

Grant pofe unt iloc demor^ 

Ke Tuns \ Taltre n'a parl^. 

Ne fai ke fiftrent ne ke diflrent, 

Ne kel cunfeil entre els dui priftrent ; 

Maiz al partir ke cil fafeient, 

K'a lor herberge reveneient, 

Parla Heraut primierement : 

Frfere, dift-il, mult a ci gent/ 

Mult funt Normant boen Chevalier 

E d*arme porter coftumier ; 

Ke me dites, ke me loez?*^ 

De fi grant gent com vos v^ez, 

Jo n*en os altre chofe faire, 

Maiz ^ Lundres me voil retraire ; * 

Je voil a Lundres retorner, 

E graignur gent" voil afembler. 

Heraut, dift Guert, malvez cuart ! 

Cel cunfeil eft venu trop tart ; 

N'i a nient de gopillier,** 

Avant vos eftuet chevalchier.^ 

Malvez cuart, quant je vos dis, 

Et ^ vos baruns pr^ier fis 
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They would fee in what manner, and where on the Coaft, 

The Norman had pofted, and marfhalPd, his Hoft. 

So onward They rode, till They reached a Hill-fide, 

Whence Hoft and Encampment they duly efpy'd. 

Many Huts made of Boughs, and Pavilions They faw, 

And well ordered Tents, mix'd with Hovels of Straw. 

They faw Standards waving, and heard Horfes neigh, 

Mark'd flafhing of Arms in the Sun's Morning ray ; 

There long did They tarry, without fpeaking word, 

Or if They held parley, I never have heard. 

But homeward at laft They both rode on their way, 

When Their Tent They came near, Harold gan thus to fay :— 

** 'Tis clear. Brother Gurth, and no man can deny. 

That ftrong is the Force of Our Enemy, 

Good Knights be thefe Normans, well fkill'd in each ufe 
" Of warfare : — ^What thinkeft thou ? — Do not refute 

Thy Counfel.-TrOur Judgment fees no better end. 

Than forthwith to London, Our way back to wend. 
" Thither then to retreat, it is now Our intent, 
" And there to take meafures. Our Force to augment." 

** Bafe Coward," cried Gurth, " Brother Harold, thou art, 
" Too late comes this counfel, which fprings from faint heart ; 
^* 'Tis Craven and bootlefs the Combat to fly, 
" When forward — aye forward, (hould now be the cry 1 

Bafe Coward ! Whom I and Thy Barons befought, 

In London to ftay, while the Battle We fought. 
" Our Pray'rs and our counfels were all fet afide, 
" So on Thee refts the blame, if ill Fortune betide. 
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^ Examiner, furveiller. 

^ D'une hauteur ou ils fe placerent. 

'' Que me confeillez^vous ? 

™ Plus grande gent. 

^ U vous hut marcher en avant. 



K Ou ils etaient. 

' II y a ici beaucoup de monde. 

* Retirer. 

° II eft inutile de faire le poltron. 
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11 poufle la CO- 
lere jurqu*a vou- 
loir le ^pper. 



On s^etoiuie de 
ne point trouver 
les deujc freres 
dans ieur tente. 



Ke a Lundres remainfifliez p 

Et cumbatre me leiiliez, 

Vos n*en volfiftes nient faire. 

Si vos en pot venir contraire. 

Quant jer vos dis, vos neV volfiftes, 

Ne mei ne altre n'en cr^iftes ; 

Or le volez, ^ joneF voil. 

Trop toft avez perdu Torgoil ; 

De 90 ke vos avez v^u, 

Avez le hardement^ perdu ; 

Se vos ari^re retorniez, 

L'en direit ke vos fuiriez ; 

Et fe Ten vos v^eit fuir, 

Ki porreit voftre gent tenir ? 

E fe une feiz defparteient/ 

Jamez ne fe rafemblereient. 

Heraut h Guert tant eftriverent,* 

Ke par parole fe medlerent 

E ke Guert volt Heraut ftrir ; 

Maiz Heraut point,^ cil fift faillir, 

E Guert a li Cheval ftru, 

De tres Tarpon pr^z de Tefku ; 

E s'il ^uft Heraut ateint, 

A terre toft T^uft empeint." 

Afez li a dit Guert folie 

E Ta repris de cuardie.^ 

As trez'^ s'en alerent poignant,' 

Maiz n*en tinrent nul femblant ; 

Quant il vindrent entre la gent, 

N'orent entrels nul marement.y 

Lewine fu matin levez, 

Frere Heraut emprez Guert nez, 



P Vous demeuraffiez. 



"1 Le courage. 



^ Se feparaient. 
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When frankly I told thee what lay at my heart, 
And when in my counfel, all others took part. 
Our Pray'r was rejedted ; Thy obftinate Pride 
Would liften to nought, and our wifhes denied. 
Too foon Thy high purpofe hath vanifh'd We find, 
And fear hath found way through Thine eyes, to Thy mind. 
If now a retreat with Thy Hoft, Thou (houldfl try, 
'Twill be faid far and wide, that from danger we fly. 
Or Who fhall thefe Forces together retain^ 
If Thou take the way back to London again ? 
This Army will never together more ftand. 
As an Army again, if difpers'd in the Land 1" 
Thus wrangled the Brothers, until They got warm, 
And glared at each other, as though They meant harm. 
Till Gurth ftruck at Harold, — but Harold dafh'd on, 
The ftroke dealt the Rider — the Horfe fell upon. 
On his Croup near the Saddle, — it glanc'd from the Shield, 
Elfe Harold had furely been fmote to the Field. 
Enough in his anger Gurth faid, and to fpare. 
But that name of Coward, was hardeft to bear. 

They fpurr'd on their fteeds as the Camp they drew near. 
Nor let trace of wrath in their faces appear : 
And when to their People they came, — in their mien 
No fign of their recent difpute could be feen. 

Now Leofwin arifing with dawn of the day. 
Through the Camp to the Tent of The King, took his way. 
Young Leofwin was brother to Harold and Gurth, 
And came next the latter, in order of birth. 
So he entered the Tent, and caft his eyes round. 
But nowhere his Brothers were there to be found. 



• Difputerent. ' Pouflc en avant. " Renvcrfc. "" Dc lachete. 

^ Aux tentes. ' Piquant des deux, galopant. ^ Ficherie. 
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lis reviennent 
au camp. 



Harold envoie 
deux efpions 
dans Ic camp de 
Guillaume. 



Lc due leur 
donnetoute forte 
de /acilitet pour 



El tref Heraut Lewine entra ; 

Quant fes dui freres ne truva 

La u il les leifla le feir, 

Jamez nes* kuide rev^ir : 

En traifun, dift-il, funt pris, 

E livrez a lor anemis. 

Ceo kuide k'il foient tuez, 

Ou as Normanz foient livrez. 

Dune y^ifliez home afol^' 

Braire h crier come defve.* 

E quant il fout u il efteient^ 

Ke li Normanz v^ir voleient, 

Entre li h (is cumpaingnons 

E li Contes e li Barons 

Sor lor deftriers toft monterent 

E des herberges s'en tornerent. 

Eis vos^ li freres ki s'en vindrent, 

Et li Baron a mal lor tindrent 

Ke ii aloent folement 

Et fi tant d^porv^ement;^ 

Ifti funt as tr^ repairiez^ 

Tuit de cumbatre aparailliez. 

Quant ils vindrent devant la gent, 

Vus les ont efbahis malement. 

Heraut env^ia dous efpies 

Por efpier li cumpaignies, 

E kels barunz h kels armez 

Aveit li Dus od fei menez. 

Ja efteient a Toft venu. 

Quant il furent aparch^u ; 

A Guillalme furent menez, 

Forment furent efpoentez ; 

Maiz quant il fout ke il quereient/ 

E ke fez genz efmer^ debveient, 
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With prefage of evil, — ^he thought that no morfe 
He'd fee them in life, and his heart was full fore. 
" By treafon," faid he, " have they furely been loft, 
•• And bafely betray'd to the Enemy's Hoft." 

Then like one demented, he rufh'd from the Tent, 
And his terror in fhouts and loud outcry found vent. 
But when he difcover'd how forth they were bound, 
Efpial to make of the Enemy's ground, 
He mounted on Horfeback, and quickly prick'd on. 
With Barons and Counts, by the way they had gone. 
They foon met the brothers, and loudly declared 
Their blame of the venture fo recklefsly dar'd, 
Rifk and profit ill balanced, to all of them feem'd. 
And rafli fuch attempt without Efcort they deem'd. 

Then back to the Camp they together repaired. 
And Horfes and Arms for the Combat prepared. 
But while onward marching the Normans to meet, 
Harold thought His reconnailTance not yet complete. 
So He chofe out two Spies,^ whofe tafk it Ihould be 
To fpy out the ftrength of the Enemy. 
And to give ftridt account of what Barons, what might, 
Duke William had brought over Sea, for the fight. 
The Camp they foon enter'd, but, ere they faw aught, 
Were captur'd, and into the Duke's prefence brought. 
There trembling they ftood, but the Duke made aware 
What Miflion they had, and why they came there. 



* Devenu fou. • Enrage. ** Voila. 
^ Au depourvu. ^ Et ainfi ils font retournes aux tentes. 

• Ce qu'ils cherchaient ^ Eftimer, evalucr. 

7 The fpy's miftake is alfo told by William of Malmejbury, The Bayeux tapcftry con- 
ftantly reprefents the Englifh with mouftaches, and the Normans with none. The latter, 
however, foon adopted the fiifhion of flowing hair. In 1 106, the bifhop of Seez thought it 
neceflary, in a fermon before Hen. I, to inveigh bitterly againft the cuftom of wearing long 
hair and long toes, then aflumed by the Normans. 
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raccomplifle- 
ment de leur 
miffion. 



L*un d*eux prend 
tous les Nor- 
mands pour des 
pretres, parce 
qu*ils ne portent 
ni barbe "'• 
mouftaches. 



ni 



Harold le de- 
trompe. 



Nouveau mef- 
fage de Guil- 
laume a Harold. 



Par toz li trcs les fift mener, 
E tot fon oft lor fift monftrer, 
Poiz les fift mult conr^er.s 
Bien les fift paiftre h abevrer, 
Poiz les lefiia quites aler, 
Nes' volt laidir ne deftorber.^ 
Quant il vindrent a lor Seignor, 
Del Due diftrent mult grant ^nor. 
Un des Engleiz ki out v^u 
Li Normant toz rez^ h tondu, 
Kuida ke tuit proveires^ fi^uftent 
E ke mefTes canter p^uflent ; 
Kar tuit erent tonduz h rez, 
Ne lor efteit guernon^ remez. 
Cil dift k Heraut ke li Dus 
Aveit od fei proveires plus 
Ke Chevaliers ne altre gent : 
De 90 fe merveillent torment 
Ke tuit erent rez e tondu. 
E Heraut li a refpondu, 
Ke 90 funt Chevaliers vaillanz, 
Hardiz h proz™ h cumbatanz ; 
N'unt mie barbe ne guernons, 
Co dift Heraut, com nos avons. 
Poiz a pris li Dus un meftage, 
Un muigne enlo9onne*^ e fage, 
Bien coneu et enfeign^ ; 
El Rei Heraut Ta envei^. 
De treis chofes a chois le mift, 
E pr^ift le kel k'il volfift : 
U Engleterre li rendift 
E fa fiUe a moillier® pr^ift, 
U fe mift al boen jugement 
De TApoftoile ^ de fa gent, 
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Bade (hew them all over the Camp, fo they might 

See His force, and be able to judge it aright. 

Then courteoufly treated, well feafted, and fed, 

Free to go where they lift, from the Camp they were led. 

Unfcath'd in the prefence of Harold they ftood. 

And praised the Duke's ufage, and faid it was good. 

One of them, who mark'd how the Normans were (horn. 

And that Beard or Mouftache, were by none of them worn, 

Thought the Warriors who had with the Norman Duke (hipp'd, 

Were Priefts, and Mafs-chanters, fo clofe were they clipped. 

So to Harold he faid, there were more Priefts by far. 

Than Knights, with the Duke, and Men fit for War. 

But Harold replied, that thefe Men without Beard, 

Were good Knights and brave, and in War to be fear'd. 

For that Beard and Mouftache, figns of Manhood efteem'd 

By Saxons, — the Normans had never fo deem'd. 

Arrangement with Harold the Duke fought once more. 
And feledted a Monk, a man of deep Lore, 
Whom he trufted as prudent in Speech and in Wit, 
And charg'd him to Harold^ three points to fubmit. 
Of the three any one Harold freely fhould choofe : 
Firft, England to cede him, — Ad^le to efpoufe ; 
Or the Pope and His counfel their caufe fhould decide, 
Harold binding Himfelf by th' award to abide. 
Or that Harold with Him, fingle Combat (hould wage,^ 
And Body to Body, in Conflict engage. 

K Soigner. '^ OfFenfer, ni troubler. ' Rafes. 

^ Pretres. ' II ne leur etait point refte de mouftaches. 

™ Preux. " Inftruit ** A femmc. 

^ Mifit Dux Willielmus tria proponens : ut vel regno cederet, vel fub eo regnaturus 
Regnum teneret — vel fpe£lante utroque Exercitu rem inter fe gladio ventilarent. — Higden's 
Pofychroniconj Lib. vii. p 286, Ed. Thomas GaUy Oxon^ 1691. 

9 fVilliam of Poitiers mentions only the laft of thefe propofals, and lays that it greatly 
alarmed Harold ; on the fame grounds, no doubt, as Gurth had urged, againft a vaflal's 
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Harold refufe 
toutet les propo- 
fitions du due. 



Entreden de 
Guillaume avec 
fes barons. 



U fol cuntre li fol venift 
E cors a cors fe cumbatift, 
E le kel d'eus Taltre occireit, 
U ki vis veincre le porreit, 
Tute Engleterre quite ^uft, 
Ke Taltre gent mal n'en ^uft. 
Heraut dift ke rien n*en fereit, 
Ne covenant P ne li teindreit, 
N*en jugement ne fe metreit, 
Ne cors a cors cumbatreit. 
Devant li jor de la bataille 
K'ele debveit eftre fainz fille,*i 
Park li Dus a fon Barnage ; 
Alkes'' lor dift de fon corage, 
Parler velt, 90 dift, k Heraut, 
Ki 90 k'il deit aveir li faut ; ^ 
Par fa buche le velt femondre 
E faveir k*il voldra refpondre. 
De perjure Tapellera 
E de fa fei le femondra ; 
E s*il ne s'en velt adrecier,* 
K'il ne s'en voil amiflier,'* 
Demaneiz^ le defiera 
Et al demain le cumbatra ; 
E s'il acorder fe voleit 
E fe cunfeil li cunfenteit, 
Ultre li Humbre, kan k'aveit^ 
De verz Efcoffe, li donreit. 
Iffi com li Dus out monftr^, 
Unt li Barunz dift e lo^ ;« 



coming into perfbnal confli£l with one to whom he was bound in fealty, efpecially when 
ratified by an oath ; notwithftanding an entirely fraudulent creation of the pledge in the 



firft inftance. 
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On him who the other (hould flay in the fight, 
Or as Viftor compel him to yield to his might, 
England's Crown fhould devolve, as matter of right. 
Thus all rifle and peril would be theirs alone. 
And no other Blood for their quarrel atone. 
But Harold fet all the Duke's offers afide; 
Would neither by promife or Treaty abide. 
His caufe to the Pope's arbitration remit. 
Or His rights to the chance of a Duel fubmit. 

The day before that for the Battle had come. 
Which now feem'd as fix'd as the day of laft Doom ; 
The Duke to His Barons appeal'd, and thus fpake. 
Of his courage, he faid, occafion he'd take. 
And to Harold's ownfelf make reproach, that He knew 
He had robb'd and defpoil'd him, of what was his due. 
When he in his Perfon thefe grave charges laid. 
He fhould learn what Reply could by Harold be made. 
By His fealty pledg'd, he would challenge His troth. 
And appeal Him as being forfworn of His Oath. 
" Then, Sirs, if redrefs He refufes to give, 
" And with Us in friendfhip hereafter to live ; 

On the fpot will I offer Defiance to Fight, 

And the morrow fhall fee lUs contend for Our right. 
" But if Our demand fhould receive His aflfent, — 
" (Our Council confirming, and giving confent,) 
" We will grant Him the Lands to have and to hold, 
" Which Humber and Scotland betwixt them enfold." 

Duke William's propofal feem'd good to his Lords, 
And all of them prais'd and approv'd of his words. 



it 



P Accord, traite. •« Sans manque. ^ Encore, auffi. 

• Lui ravit. * Corriger. " Accorder, devenir amis. 

" Sur-le-champ. ^ Tout ce qu'il y avait. * Confeill©. 

P 
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Guillaume en- 
voie encore de- 
mander a Harold 
un entretien 
per(bnnel. 



Gurtb, frere 
d*Harold, re- 
pond negative- 
ment. 



E alkans li unt dit : Bel Sire, 

Une chofe vos volon dire ; 

Se altre chofe eftre ne poet 

Ke fe cumbatre nos eftuet,y 

Cumbaton nos d^livrement/ 

N'i ait mez nul porluingnement.* 

Li demorier^ nos pot grever, 

N'avon meftier^ de demorer ; 

Li genz Heraut chefcun jor creiiTent, 

Tote jor viegnent et efpeiflent.^ 

E li Dus lor a dit por veir* 

Ke n'i poent mez refpit^ aveir. 

Un vintiefme de Chevaliers 

A fet monter for lor deftriers, 

Tuit orent ceintes les efp^es ; 

Les altres armes unt port^es 

Efcuiers ki od els alerent. 

Cent Chevaliers emprez munterent, 

Ki emprez li vints chevalchierent, 

Maiz nient trop nes* aprochierent. 

Mil Chevaliers refunt monte, 

Ki funt emprez li chent al^ ; 

Cil furent fi ke toz tems virent 

Co ke li chent e li vint firent. 

A Heraut a li Dus mand^^ 

Ne fai par moigne u par abe, 

K'il vienge as champs a li parler, 

Ne lui efluet nient doter ; ^ 

Ki ke velt meint* ftiurement, 

Si parlerunt d'acordement. 

Guert n'a mie tant atendu 

Ke Heraut ^ufl refpondu ; 

Ne fofFri ke Heraut parlaft, 

Ne ke al Due parler alaft. 
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But fome one obferv'd, — ** We intreat thee, fair Sire, 
** That thou in one point wilt accord our defire, — 
" If fo be our refolve is made up for the Fight, 

Let day for the Combat be fettled outright. 

That no more delay or adjournment there be, 
" Which doth us no good, and may bring injury. 

No profit to us can accrue from delay, 

Whilft Harold grows ftronger in force day by day." 

So the Duke gave afTu ranee, and pledged them his word, 
That no longer refpite from fight he'd afford. 

Then to mount their War-horfes he fummon'd a fcore 
Of Knights with Swords girded, whilfl other arms bore 
Their Squires in attendance. — And near them, again, 
A hundred more Horfemen advanced on the Plain. 
Thefe kept at good diflanc^e ; — whilfl more in the rear, 
A thoufand Knights rode, but they came not too near ; 
Maintaining their Columns behind the Advance, 
Jufl fo as to fpy out whatever might chance. 

Then a Monk or an Abbot, (I know not which,) took 
A Meffage to Harold, from William the Duke. 
He aik'd him to meet in the field, then and there. 
For purpofe of Parley ; — to come without fear. 
Let Harold bring with Him whomever He would. 
The Duke fought to come to accord if he could. 

But Gurth, who was prefent, fprang up from his feat, 
Refolv'd that his Brother the Duke fhould riot meet ; 
And fpeaking ere Harold could frame a reply. 
He anfwer'd the MeiTenger hurriedly : — 



y Nous faut, nous convient. ' Promptement. * Aucun delai. 

^ Le retard. ^ Befoin. "^ Epaiffiflent, augmentent. 

• Pour vrai. ^ Delai. « Les vingt. 

^ Ne lui faut rien craindre. ^ Mene. 
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Harold envoie 
favoir lea pro< 
pofitions de 
Guillaume. 



Guillaume in- 
forme In An- 
glais de Teicom- 
munication lan> 
cee contre les 
partiians d*Ha- 
rold. 



En piez failli delivrement : ^ 
Heraut, dift, n'ira nient ; * 
A voftre Seignor diftes tant 
Ke 90 k*il velt dire nos mant,"* 
Ke prendreit e ke nos lairreit, 
Kel Concorde fere voldreit. 
Dementrez" ke cil retornerent, 
Ki la parole el Due porterent, 
Manda Heraut fez cumpaingnons 
E fes Contes toz par lor nons 
Por o'lr ke li Dus direit, 
E kel parole mandereit : 
E li Dus ^ Heraut manda, 
Se fon covenant li teneit, 
Northonblonde tut li donreit,^ 
E kankP ultre le Humbre aureit, 
Ki ^ eel regne aparteneit ; 
E poiz donreit a Guert fon frere 
La terre Gwigne lor pere. 
E fe de 90 cure*! n'aveit, 
De perjure le femoneit, 
De fa fiUe k'il debveit prendre, 
E del regne k'il li dut rendre ; 
Del tut li a fa fei mentie, 
S'il ne s'adrefce, il le desfie/ 
E ii facent Engleiz de veir,« 
A tuz le velt fere faveir, 
Ke cil funt efcumengi^* 
De TApoftoile h del clergie, 
Ki cuntre li od Heraut vienent 
Ki de ceft ovre le meintienent. 
De cele efcumengement" 
Grondillierent Engleiz forment ; 
De Tefcumenge ont grant poor 
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To the Parley and Meeting, King Harold faith nay. 

Let your Seignor tranfmit us the words he would fay. 
" Let us know what he*ll leave us, and what he will take, 
" And define in fet Terms what accord he will make." 

Whilft back to "the Duke then the MefTenger went. 
Who charged with his words had to Harold been fent, 
He fummon'd His Counts and Companions by name. 
To lift to the M effage which from the Duke came. 

Thefe then were the words which were fent by the Duke : 
If Harold would hold to the Oath which he took, 
Northumbrians Land fhould remain neath His fway. 
And the Realm north of Humber, — ^fo much as there lay. 
All Lands which own'd Godwin of yore as their Chief, 
Should hereafter be held by his Son Gurth in Fief. 
But if theie conditions King Harold refus'd. 
Appealed on His Oath, — and qf falfehood accus'd. 
In that the Duke*s Daughter he would not accept. 
Or render the Crown, which He wrongfully kept. 
And hence, as a Man who was perjur'd, and lied, 
(If He gave not redrefs,) the Duke Him defy'd ! 
Let the Englifh moreover this warning receive. 
Which to all was proclaimed — and which all fhould believe. 
That the Ban of the Pope and His Clergy, was fet 
Upon Harold, and all who His Caufe fhould abet. 
All rites of the Church would to thofe be deny*d. 
Who Harold fupported, or fought on His fide. 

Thefe threats of the Church fiird the Englifti with dread, 
Apprehenfions and murmurings through the Camp fpread. 
They fear*d, too, the Fight, and on every fide 
Groups form'd, and debated on what fhould betide. 



^ Se leva promptement. * N'ira point. " Nous mande. 

'^ Pendant que. ^ II lui donnerait tout le Northumberland. 

P Et tout ce que. *" Souci. ' S'il ne s'en corrige, il le dcfie. 

• Pour vrai. * Excommunies. " De cette excommunication. 
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Gurth cherche a 
les niTurer et a 
les exciter contre 
Guillaume. 



E de la bataille graignor.^ 

Mult les oifiiez grondillier,'' 

Li uns as altres cunfeillier ; 

N'i out tant proz ki ne volfift 

Ke la bataille remainfift.^ 

Seignors, dift Guert^ bien fai h vei 

Ke mult efles en grant esfrei ; 

De la bataille vos dotez,?^ 

E la Concorde defirez, 

Et jo la defire enfement,' 

Veir mult plus el mien efcient ; * 

M aiz jo criem Willame fof ment, 

Ki mult eft plain d*engignement.^ 

Vos avez oi k'il a dit, 

Com il vos velt metre a petit ; 

De la terre ke il ne n'a 

Nos dorra tant com li plaira. 

Se nos 90 k'il ofFre pernon 

Et ultre le Humbre paiTon, 

Encor nos metra il avant,^ 

Ne nos en lairra mie tant. 

Toz tems nos forv^iffiera,^ 

Et a nient nos en metra. 

Quant il iert de tut el defus,* 

E de la terre ara li plus, 

Petit nos en lairra tenir, 

Ke il nos kuide tot tolir : 

De grant terre a povre partie 

Nos kuide metre par voisdie/ 

La terre voldra aveir tote. 

Encor i ai un altre dote. 

Dune m*eft por vos plus ke por mei, 

Kar jo bien me garrai,^ 90 crei : 

Totes vos terres a donees 
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There were none fo brave, but within them they thought, 
'Twere better the Battle fhould never be fought. 

Then Gurth thus addrefs'd them, — " I fee that ye fear, 
^' And are full of doubts as Battle draws near. 
'' The combat ye dread, and would feek an accord, 
" Nor lefs would I fliun an appeal to the Sword ; 

Nay, no man fo much, — but of William beware. 

As fcheming our faith by his Craft to enfnare. 
"In his mind 'tis clear We are lightly efteem'd, 
" Or grant fuch as this he could never have fchem*d ! 
** He would give us, forfooth, juft fo much of a Land 
" As he pleafeth, — ^which yet is not fway'd by his hand ! 
" And take we his offer, and Humber pafs o'er, 
" We ftill muft retreat, and fall back more and more. 

Brief refpite obtaining, o'erwatch'd and controlled. 

Ere long he would rob us of what he hath dol'd. 

When nought any longer his Power reftrains, 
" And the moil and the beft of the Realm he obtains, 
" Not long fhould we be of our little pofTefs'd, 
" If his Will inclined him that little to wrefl. 
** Broad lands here be ours, while lands of fmall worth 
" He guilefully tenders us, there in the North ; 
" And clear 'tis to me, as the Sun at noon day, 
" That he aims at reducing the whole to his fway. 

Other doubts have I flill, but the mofl for your fake, 

Since I for myfelf fair conditions can make. 
'' He hath given and granted Largefle of your Land, 
" To the Knights and Adventurers forming his Band, 









^ Encore plus grande. "^ Murmurer. * N'euc pas lieu, 

y Vous avez pcur. * Pareillement. ■ A mon idee. 

** De tromperie. * Plus loin. ** Nous Airveillera. 

' Quand il fera au-deiTus de tout. ' Par tromperie. * Me garantirai. 
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A Chevaliers d'altres cuntr^es ; 
N'i a ne Conte ne Baron 
A ki il n'ait don^ grant don ; 
N*i a cont^ ne baronie, 
Ne chaftel ne chaftellenie, 
Ke Guillame n'ait tot don^. 
E fi vos di por v^rit^, 
K'il a pris de plufurs homages 
Por lor doner vos ^ritages. 
De vos terres vos chaceront, 
Et pis iert vos occiront ;^ 
Vos maifnies eflilleront,* 
E filz e filles deftruiront. 
Ne vienent pas por vos aveirs, 
Maiz por gafter vos e vos eirs : 
Desfendez vos e vos enfanz 
E vos altres apartenanz. 
Unices mon frere ne dona, 
Ne a doner ne comanda, 
Li granz fieus^ ne li granz ^nors, 
Ne li terres as ancefTors ; 
Maiz fe li conte, conte fufTent 
E li Baron lor dreit FufTent, 
Et li filz euffent lor lieus 
Et emprez lor peres lor fieus, 
Co faciez vos, jo n'en parlafTe, 
Ne ja la paiz ne treftornaife -} 
Ifli la p^ufTom fofrir, 
E mielx ftf ift a confentir. 
Maiz fe vos perdez vos maifonz 
Et vos altres pofeffionz 
E vos maneirs e vos porpris,"* 
U vos fuftes norriz toz dis,*^ 
Ke deviendreiz e ke fereiz ? 
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" No Baron or Count in his fervice bears Lance, 
*^ But hath had fome pledge of rich gifts in advance. 
" There is not a County, or Lordfhip, or Tow'r, 
" That is held with the rights of a Caftellan's powV, 
'^ Of which a dotation the Duke hath not made, 

And for them already the homage been paid. 

Of furety, the men who have gotten your Land, 

Will drive out the holders, and rule with ftrong hand ; 

Nay more, — not contented with driving away, 
" Yourfelves, and your Vaflals, and Children they'll flay. 
" Their greed is not bounded by all you are worth, 
" But you and your Lineage they'll fweep from the Earth. 
** Defend, then, your rights, and your Children defend, 
" For all on your courage and vigour depend. 

" Ye know that my Brother ne'er fandion'd or gave 

The holding of Fiefs, or the honors ye have, 

Unlefs they were held, by anceftral defcent ; 
" And out of due courfe never heritage went : 
'^ That Counts are ftill Counts, and that Barons do ftill, 
^* As Barons, the ftations their Fathers had fill. 
" While Sons to their Fathers fucceeding, aye hold 
** The Fiefs and the Places their Sires had of old. 

Ye know, too, — nor needs it by me be obferv'd- — 

The Peace of the Land hath been ftridlly preferv'd. 

Say then, if ye deem it not better by far, 
** Such a State to uphold, and remain as we are? 
" For what will your lot be, and what your diftrefs, 
** When robb'd of your Homes, and of all ye poflfefs ? 
** When Foes take your Manors, and fpoil the Demefnes, 
" Which fupply'd all your wants, what fate then remains ? 









^ Et, ce qui fera pis, ils vous tueront. ^ Pilleront. 

Lcs grand fiefe. * Ne detournaflc. 

" Clos autour du manoir. ° Tous lcs jours. 
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Lcs Anglais fe 
raflfurent, et ne 
penfent plus 
qa*au combat. 



En kel terre vos enfuirez ? 
£t ke deviendrbiit li enfant. 
Fames h fiz, petis h grant ? 
En quel terre iront mendiant, 
E quele terre iront querant ? 
E quant HSi perdent la lor, 
Cument querrez altrui enor ? 
Par ces paroles ke Guert dift 
E par altres ke dire lift, 
E par 90 ke Heraut difeit 
Ke as Barons lor fieus creiftreit, 
Et as altres plus prameteit, 
Ke il ja doner ne porreit, 
Oi'ffiez Engleiz eftormir® 
E Dex jurer et aramirP 
Ke mar^ i funt Normanz venu^ 
Folement fe funt embatu. 
Cil ki ainz la paiz deliroent, 
£ ki la bataille dotoent 
Priflrent en els grant hardement, 
E de cumbatre orent talent/ 
Guert out d li cunfeil treble, 
Ke puiz n'i out home efcolte 
Ki de fere paiz ait parl^, 
Ki des plus riches n^ait malgre.' 
Li Dus h li foens plus n*i firent, 
A lor herberges revertirent/ 



® Se ibulever. p Crier. '^ Mai a propos. 

' Envie. * Maugre, reprimande, reproche. ^ Retournerent. 

1 Benoit follows the ftory that Harold had planned a furprife on ^^nTTam's army, and 
had fent another force round by Tea to intercept his retreat. 

La nuit que li ceus fu teni^es, 

Soprendre quidout I'oft Normant 

En la pointe del ajomant, 
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" What Land will ye flee to ? and where refuge feek ? 
" And what will become of the young aiid the weak ? 
" Or where on thia Earth Can a flieltef be fought 
" For Women and Childreli^ to bcgg^y brought? 
" To honour from others list no Man pretend, 
" Who fails in the cjuty izxowarta defend." 

Such words did Gurth utter ;'--^ineanwinle others fpake 
At his inftigation, arid like courfe would take. 
To His Barons large promifes Harold too made^ 
Their Fiefs fhould be vaftiy augmented, He faid! 
To others, allurements of Fortune He fhew'd, 
Which He with His means could have never beftow'd. 

Thus the Englifh were mov*d, and clamour*d and fwore, 
The Normans in evil day touched on their Shore, 
And thofe alk*d for battle who fought Peace before. 

The men who mifdoubted, and fear'd for the fight, 
Felt courage rife high, and rely*d on their might. 
Gurth ftirr'd all their Souls, and to fuch a pitch wrought, 
That no Man amongft them of Peace longer thought ; 
Or durft any move in that fenfe and behoof. 
He had met from his Chiefs the fterneft reproof^ 



The Duke fought no longer to treat on that day. 
But returned to his Camp, without more delay ; 



Si qu'el champ out fes gens armees 
£ fes batailles deviiees : 
Enz la mer out fait genz entref 
Por ceus prendre, por ceus garder 
Qui de la baCaille fuireient, 
£ qui as nets revertireient. 
Treis cenz en i orent e plus. / 
Des ore ne quident que li .dux * 
Lor puifle efchaper, ne feit pris, 
Ou en la grant batatlle occis. 
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Prepau:atifs de la 
bataille. 



Les Anglais 
paiTent la nuit 
en feftins et en 
orgiet. 



Lei Normandf 
Temploient a 
prier et a (e con- 
fefler. 



Tuit afT^ur h tuit certain 
D'aveif la bataille k demain. 
Dune v^iffiez hanftes^ drecier, 
Haubers e helmes afaitier/ 
Eflrieus h feles atorner, 
Couires'^ emplir, ars encorder, 
Eifli tot apareillier 
Ke a cumbatre aveit meftier/ 
Quant la bataille dut jofter, 
La 'nuit avant, 90 oi' conter, 
Furent Engleiz forment haitiez,y 
Mult riant h mult enveifiez}» 
Tote nuit mangierent e burent, 
Unkes la nuit el lit ne jurent.* 
Mult les v^ifliez demener^ 
Treper,^ e faillir e chanter ; 
Bublie crient e weijfel 
E laticome e drincheheilj 
Drinc Hindrewart h Drintome^ 
Drinc Helfh drinc Tome. 
Eifii fe contindrent Engleiz, 
E li Normanz e li Franceiz 
Tote nuit firent oreifons, 
E furent en aflicions. 



"* Manches de lances. ^ Preparer. ^ Carquois. ' Befoin. 

y Joyeux. ■ Rejouis. • Ne fe coucherent. ** Gambader. 

' Angti ut accepimus totam no£lein infbmnem candbus, potibus ducentes, mane 
incunfiantes in hoftem procedunt, pedites omnes^^^Continuatim of Bedi — {anonymaus)^ p. 
332, EJ. Heidelberg^ 1587. 

' In the appendix to M. Raynouard's obfervations on Wace, (bme fuggeftions are given 
from high Englifli authority ; but they throw very h'ttle light upon the real meaning of 
Wace's words. Robert ie Brunne^ in Vortigern and Rowena, makes Rowena give this ex- 
planation of the Saxon cuftom : — 

This is ther cuftom and ther geft 
Whan thei are at the ale or feft \ 
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Well aflur'd was he now, and convinc'd in his mind, 
On the morrow their Hofts would in Battle be join'd. 
Then the ftaves of their Lances they 'gan to prepare, 
Their Helmets and Hauberks to fit and repair ; 
The Saddles were fitted, the Stirrups well tried. 
Bows ftrung, and the Quivers with Arrows fupply'd. 
Ev'ry Man of that Hoft, where it lay near the Strand, 
Got Harnefs and Weapons all ready to hand. 
On Eve of the Battle, as I have heard tell. 
The Englifh* held Waffail, and feafted them well ; 
Caroufing and drinking through all the Night long, 
Their whole Camp re-echo'd to riot and Song. 

" Drink home, boys 1" they fang; " He his ftoup who (hall toom in the impoffibu 
" Goes ruthlefs to Combat, nor fears ftroke of Doom. amng wace-t 

phnfeolosT. 

" Drink home I and find Courage, ye fainteft of heart, ^^^ >*«»« »^ 

" To face the Sword's edge, or the point of the Dart. 
'* Drink home ! for if this be the laft Cup we drain, 
" We revel in Death, if to-morrow we're flain."^ 

Thus feafling, the Englifh that night wore away, 
Whilft Normans and French, till the morning grew grey, 
With Priefts and with Friars deep Orifons faid. 



Ilk man that loves where him think 

Sail fay waffailj and to him drink. 

He that bids fall (ay waffail; 

The tother fall (ay again drinkhaili 

That faid wajfail drinkes of the cup, 

Kifland his felow he gives it up ; 

Drinibailj HB fays, and drinkes thereof, 

Kifland him in bord and (kof. 

The king (aid, as the knight gan ken, 

Drinkhail^ fmiland on Rouwen ;- 

Rouwen drank as hire lift, 

And gave the king, fine him kift. 

Ther was the firft wafliail in dede. 

And that firft of fame gede ; 

Of that waiTail men told grete tale, &c. 
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VcBU des Nor- 
mands. 



Lea eveques de 
Coutances et de 
Bayeux prefident 
a ces a^es de 
piete. 
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De lor p^chiez confez fe firent, ' 
As proveires les regehirent,^ 
E ki n'en out proveires prez, 
A fon veizin fe fift confez. 
Por 90 ke famedi efteit, 
Ke la bataille eilre debveit, 
Unt Normanz pramis h vo^. 
Si com li cler Torent lo^, 
Ke a cet jor mez s*il vefkeient. 
Char ne faunc^ ne maingereient. 
GifFrei, Evefke de Conftances, 
A plufors joint lor penitances ; 
Cil re9ut li confeflions, 
E dona li b^neiyons. 
Cil de Baieues enfemeAt, 
Ki fe contint mult noblement ; 
Eveike fu de Baeflin^ 
Odes aveit nom, iilz Herluin, 
Frere li Dus de par lor mere ; 
Granz esforz mena od fon frere 
De Chevaliers e d'altre gent ; 
Manant* fu mult d'or h d'argent. 
D'oitoure al quatorzieme di^ 
Fu la bataille ke jo vos di. 
Li proveires par lor chapeles^ 
Ki efteient par Toft noveles, 
Unt cele noit tote veilli^, 
Dex reclam^ e Dex pr^i^. 



^ Aux pretres les accuserent. ^ Chair ni lang. 

* PoflTefleur, riche. ' Le quatorzieme jour d'odobre. 

* Jeffery de Moubray, — Molbraitunin Ordericus Vitalis^ — chief judiciary of Eng- 
land. See in Cotman's Normandy^ vol. i. p. ill, details concerning the munificent fpirit 
of this prelate ; and of the cathedral of Coutances, to the eredion of which he dedicated 
his immenfe wealth. See alfo EUis^ Domejday^ i. 400. The Moubray family at the 
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Confefs'd them, bewail'd their offences, and pray*d. 

And who found no Prieft his confefiion to take. 

Took care a clean breaft to his Comrade to make. 

Many Normans made vows to their Priefts, to refrain 

From ere eating flefli upon that day again. 

When the fight (hould be fought, (which on Saturday fell), 

If they Tcap*d from Battle alive, and all well. 

The Bifhop of Coutances, whofe name was GifFrei,* 
With bleiSing, drift penance on many did lay. 
The like did brave Odo, the Duke*s brother, do. 
Who held in the Veffin, the See of Bayeaux. 
He bore himfelf nobly ; half Brother was he 
To the Duke, and he brought a great force over Sea. 
His Father was Herluin,^ — thus by Mother's fide. 
The Duke and himfelf were as Brothers allied. 
Great wealth he fpent freely, Duke William to aid, 
Many Knights and much People his leading obey'd. 

The fourteenth Odober, the day fix'd by fate. 
The Battle was fought which I have to relate. 
All night in their Chapels, the Priefts watch'd and pray'd, 
Which through the whole Camp, were for God's worfliip made. 
They vow'd fafts and penance, and till break of day. 
In Pfalms and with Orifons ceas'd not to pray. 



conqueft confifted of the bi(hop, his brother Roger, whom we (hall find noticed below, 
and a fitter Amy, married to Roger d'Aubigny, or de Albini, anceftor of the earls of 
Arundel. Roger Moubray's fon Robert fucceeded to the bifliop's eftates, comprifing, it is 
faid, 280 manors in England, and he became earl of Northumberland. At his di(grace, 
not only his eftates, but his wife paffed to his coufin Nigel d'Aubigny, Amy's fon, whofe 
defcendants took the name of Moubray. The fite of the cattle of Moubrai is in the arron- 
diflement of St. Lo. In the Norman Roll, red book of the Exchequer, we find, " Nigellns 
de Moubrai 5 mil. de honore de Moubrai, et de caftro Gonteri : et ad fervituum fuum xi. 
mil. quart, et odav." , 

* Odo, the bifliop of Bayeux ; fon of Herluin, the knight who married Arlette, Wil- 
liam's mother. 
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On convient de 
diyifer rannee 
en troii corps. 



Diicoun du due 
^ fet barons. 



Junes font et aflicioris 
E lor privees oroifons ; 
Salmes dient h mifereles,s 
Letanies h kerieles ; 
Dex requierent h merci crient 
Patenoflres h mefTes dient ; 
Li uns : Spiritus Domini^ 
Li altres ; Salus populi^ 
Plufors : Sahe^fandte Parens^ 
Ki aparteneit a eel tens, 
Kar famedi eel jor efteit, 
A eel jor bien aparteneit. 
Quant li mefles furent chanties, 
Ki bien matin furent fin^es, 
Tuit li Baron s'entr'afemlerent. 
El Due vindrent, fi porparlerent 
Ke treis eunreis d'armes^ fereient, 
Et en treis lieus les affaldreient. 
En un tertre s'eftut* li Dus, 
De fa gent pout v^ir li plus ; 
Li Baron Tunt aviron^, 
Hautement a a els parl^. 
Mult vos deis ; dift-il, toz amer, 
E mult me pois en vos fier ; 
Mult vos dei e voil mercier 
Ke por mei avez pafTe mer, 
Eftes venu en cele terre. 
Ne vos en puiz, 90 peize mei, 
Tel graces rendre com jo dei, 
Maiz quant jo porrai les rendrai, 
E 90 aureiz ke jo aurai : 
Se jo cunquier, vos cunquerrez 
Se jo prens terre, vos Taurez. 
Maiz jo di bien veraiement : 
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There were Litanies chaunted, and MafTes were faid, 
Mifereres inton'd for the living and dead. 
And as it was Saturday, God was ador'd 
In the Pray'rs for the day, and His mercy implor'd. 
Thus ** Sptritus Domini^'* oft might you hear. 
Or the Chaunt " Salus Populi " fmote on the ear : 
" Sahe^ fandie Parens^* many full hearts began. 
To draw down a blefling from God upon man. 

The MafTes were ended, but not till the Night 
Gave way to the Morn, with the dawning of Light. 
The Barons then gathering repaired to the Duke, 
And from him the Order of Battle they took. 
Into three fep'rate Corps his Army he brake. 
That Attack on three points they together fhould make. 
On a Hillock, Duke William then took his poft, 
A Spot whence he faw greateft part of his Hoft. 
Then proudly he fpake, — while his Barons around. 
Drank in ev*ry word, as they crowded. the ground. 
** Great love fhould I bear you, and *tis but your due. 
Proud too mufl I be of fuch Barons as you. 
Deep thanks do I owe, — inafmuch as for me. 
You have gathered your Forces, and crofs'd o'er the Sea. 
You have come to this Land, — ^and the guerdon I owe, 
Lies a weight at my heart, till thanks I can fhew. 
" The will is not wanting, and what I obtain, 
" As prize of my venture, — fhall be for your gain. 
" Should I be the Vidlor, my conquefl you fhare, 
" As mjrfelf, (if the Land we fhould win,) will you fare. 

^* Of a truth, mufl I tell you, that hither I came, 
" Not only to take what of right I can claim. 
But to feek reparation from thofe of this Land, 
And vengeance exa£t, by the flrength of my hand. 









« Pfaumes difent ct miferere, ^ Trois corps d'armee. * Se pla^a. 
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Jo ne vins mie folement 
Por prendre 90 ke jo demant, 
Maiz por vengier li fc^lunies^ 
Li traifunSy li feiz menties^ 
Ke li homes de ceft pais 
Unt fet a notre gent toz dis.^ 
Mult unt fet mal ^ mes parenz ; 
Mult en unt fet a altres genz ; 
Par traifun font kank'il font,^ 
Ja altrement mal ne feront. 
La nuit de fefle Saint Bri9un 
Firent orrible traifun^ 
Des Daneiz firent grant dolor^ 
Toz les ociftrent en un jor. 
Ne kuid mie ke p^chi^ feit 
D'ocire gent ki miex ne creit : 
Enfemle od els mengie aveient, 
£t en dormant les ocieient ; 
D'Alwered avez bien 0*1 
Come Guigne mult le trai : 
Salua li, poiz cil beifa, 
Enfemle od li but h menga, 
Poiz le trai', prift ^ lia, 
E a felun Rei le livra, 
Ki en TiQe d'Eli le mift, 
Les oils li creva, puiz Tocift. 
A Gedefort fift toz mener 
Cels de Normendie h diefmer;" 
E quant la diefme fu partie, 
Oez com faite felonie, 
Por 90 ke trop grant li fembla. 
La diefme de rechief diefma. 
Teles felunies h plufors 
K'il unt fete a nos anceffors" 
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'* For Treafons and Felonies, Lies aiid bad Faith, 

Long pra£tis'd on us, to our great lofs and Scaith. 
At their hands, fa4 evils my Kinfmen have felt, 
^' Like meafure to others, too oft have they dealt. 
" Bafe Traitors they be, both in thought and in deed, 
** By Treafon alone do they ever fucceed, 
" A Deed of more infamy none could conceive, 
" Than that which they did on St. Bri9un his Eve, 
" When the Danes in their deep they ruthleflly flew ; 

For 'twere hard any crime that is deeper to (hew. 

Than that thofe (hould be flain by a treacherous' aifault. 

Who rely'd on their faith, and had eaten their Salt. 
Ye all know how Alfred was trait'roufly us'd. 

By Godwin, — and how his good faith he abus'd : 
** Firft kifs'd and embraced, and invited to Meat, 
" Then feiz'd on felonioufly, bound hands and feet. 

To a King Who was Felon, furrend'red, and ta*en, Harow i. 

And imprifon'd at Ely, — there blinded, and flain. 

By Him too, at Guildford that black deed was wrought, 
" When Normans, his Prisoners, He thither had brought, 
*^ And becaufe decimation too many Men left, 
** He the Tithe of that Tenth of exiilence bereft ! 
" Of crimes dark as thefe are they guilty, and more, 
" 'Gainft our Forefathers done, in old days of yore. 

Our Friends, too, have fufFer'd by deeds fuch as thefe, 

Tho* nobly they bore them ; — fo now, if God pleafe, 
" Their wrongs We'll avenge. — ^'Tis a tafk lightly done, 
" And their Wealth and their Silver and Gold will be won. 
" Their Manors fo rich, and with all things fupply'd, 
" Will fall eafy Prey to the great Force I guide. 
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^ Tous le jours. ^ Tout ce qu'ils font, ils le font par trahifon. 

" Decimer. " A nos ancctres. 
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Et II nos amis enfement,^ 

Ki fe contindrent noblement^ 

Se Dex plaift nos les vengeron, 

£t kant nos veincu les aron, 

Ke nos feron l^gi^rement, 

Lor or aron h lor argent, 

E lor aveir done plent^P ont, 

E li maneirs ki riches font. 

En tot li mond n'a altretant^ 

De fi fort gent ne fi vaillant 

Come vos eftes afemblez ; 

Vos eftes toz vaiTals provez. 

E oil comencent a crier : 

Ja n'en verrez un coarder/ 

Nus n'en a de morir poor, 

Se meftier* eft por voftre amor. 

II lor r^pont : Les vos merciz, 

Por Dex, ne feiez efbahiz, 

Ferez* les bien al comencier ; 

N*entendez mie a gaaingnier ; 

Li gaain nos iert tot comun, 

A plent^ en ara chefcun ; 

Vos ne porreiz mie garir* 

Por eftre en paiz ne por fuir ; 

J^ Engleiz Normanz n'ameront, 

Ne jk Normanz n'efparneront ; 

Felons furent h fi^lons font, 

Faus furent h faus feront. 

Ne fetes mie malvaiftie,^ 

Kar ja n'aront de vos piti^. 

Ne li coart por bien fuir, 

Ne li hardi por bien ferir, 

N'en iert des Engleiz plus preifiez,"^ 

Ne n'en fera plus efparniez. 
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" Never yet in this World did Hoft fo combine, 
" Vaft numbers with worth of its Men, as doth mine. 
" For there ftands not a Soul in my fight, near or far, 
" Who's not a brave Vaffal, and Man prov'd in War."^ 

Then a fhout of approval burft forth, and a cry. 
That for Love of the Duke they were ready to die. 
He fhould none Craven find, and till their lafl breath. 
They'd prove their Allegiance, and fight to the death ! 

He anfwer'd and faid : — ^^ My thanks to you all ; 
" For God and our right let your ilrokes heavy fall ; 
" Your Onfet be fearlefs, — ^put forth all your might. 

Nor flay to make Captives or Spoil in the Fight. 

For the Booty in common to all fhall remain. 

And enough and to fpare for us all, fhall we gain. 
" Let none think of Peace, or of flight from the Field, 

Not a fpot offers Shelter or Safety to yield. 

No Norman hath Englifhman's love ever fhar'd. 

Nor ever by them hath a Norman been fpar'd. 

Bafe felons 1 — they merit the name they aye bore, 
** Falfe were they — and flill are as falfe as of yore. 
•* Steel your hearts, nor one atom of mercy retain, 
«* For ne'er will their arms any pity reflrain. 
" They'll fmite down the Coward, who flies from the Fight, 
** Not lefs than the Hero, who puts forth his might. 

Who thinks that the Englifh will fpare, does but dream. 

Him firfl will they flay, whom they mofl fhould efleem. 

^ PareUlement. p Abondance. *> Autant. ' Faire le poltron. 

• Si befoin. * Frappez. " Vous garantir. 

" Mauvaife adion. ^ N'en fera des Anglais plus eftime. 

^ Henry of Huntingdon puts quite a different fpeech into William's mouth, reminding 
the Normans of their capture and detainer of the king of France, till he delivered Normandy 
to duke Richard, and (as the chronicler ftates) afiented to the ftipulation, that in confer- 
ences between the king and the duke, the latter fhould wear his fword, but the king not 
even a knife. UE/loire de Seint Mdward U ret makes William ufe fimilar expreffions, but 
on a different occafion, that of rallying his men. 
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GuiUaume, fiU 
d^Oibern, yient 
ayertir de t*ar- 
mer. 



Le due met ion 
caique & reboon. 



Fuir poez jufk'a la mer, 
Vos ne poez avant aler ; * 
N'i troverez ne nef ne pont^ 
Et efturmans vos faldront \y 
Et Engleiz la vos ateindront, 
Ki a honte vos ociront. 
Plus vos morreiz en fuiant 
Ke ne fereiz en combatant ; 
Quant vos par fuie ne garreiz,* 
Cumbatez vos h ii veincrez. 
Jo ne dot pas de la vi&oire^ 
Venuz fomes por aveir gloire ; 
La vi&oire eft en notre main, 
Tuit en poez eftre certain. 
A 90 ke Willame difeit 
Et encor plus dire voleit, 
Vint Willame li filz Ofber, 
Son cheval tot covert de fer. 
Sire, dift-il, trop demoron ; 
Armons nos tuit, alon, alon 
Ifli funt as tentes al^, 
Al niiex k'il poent fe funt arm^* 
Li Dus fu mult en grant trepeil,^ 
Tuit perneient a li cunfeil. 
Mult ^norout toz li vafTals, 
Mult donout armes h chevals. 
Quant il s'apareilla d'armer. 
Sun boen haubert fift demander, 
Sor fez bras Ta uns hoem lev^, 
Devant li Dus Ta aport^, 
Maiz al lever Ta treftourne^ 
Sainz k'il ne fift 90 de fun gre : 
Sun chief a li Duz enz bote,^ 
Preuf Taveit ja tot endofle, 
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'* To the Sea, — but no farther, in flight may ye reach, 
'* For ye'U find not a Veflfel or Bridge on the Beach. 
" No Sailors there wait, to fecure a retreat, 
** And the Englifh will flay you, in fhame and defeat 1 

More fall who fly Battle, than fall in the Field, 

In Fight ye may win, — ^but ye die if ye yield ! 

We came feeking Glory, — and fear have I none, 
** That Honour and Vid'ry our eflTorts will crown. 
" For conqueft to thofe is already fecur'd, 
** Whofe faith in themfelves, and their caufe, is afliir'd.*' 

As the Duke to his Barons thefe words did addrefs. 
Came William Fitz Ofl^er, in hafte through the Prefs, 
On his Steel-barded War-horfe,^ and thus did he fay : — 
" Sire ! what do we wait for ? and why this delay ? 
" On ! on 1 to the Fight ! — ^let us arm, and array !" 

Their Tents all fought quickly, and there ev'ry man. 
As befl: he was able, to arm him began. 
By his Barons Duke William was fairly befet. 
While fome fought hiS counfel, fome orders would get. 
To his Vaflals in need. Arms and Horfes he fpar'd. 
And all in his favour and courtefy (har'd* 

When himfelf he would arm, his good hauberk he fought. 
Which a Servitor lifted, and to the Duke brought. 
As the Mail he uprais'd, on his perfon to don, 
He by chance turn'd it round, as he fitted it on ; 
His head pafs'd the collar, before he found out 
That the back was in front, fo he turned it about. 



' Aller plus loin. ' £t les matelots vous manqueront. ' Ne vous garantirez. 

* Embarras. ** L'a tourne a contre-fens. ^ Fourre, boute. 

7 See the obfervations of M. Deville on this defcription, in Mem. Ant. Norm. v. 8i. 
Such an equipment of a horfe at fo early a period has no other authority, and is probably an 
anachronifm. But it may be obferved that Wace*s de(cription at leaft (hows that the prac- 
tice was already in exiftence in his day, which we believe could not be otherwife proved. 
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Cels derriers^ a devant torn^, 
Ariere Ta mult toft jet^ ; 
Cil en furent efpoent^, 
Ki li haubert unt efgard^. 

n ii*en tire qaufi MaiDt home^ dlft-il, ai v^u : 

Se ifli li fuft avenu, 
Ja hui maiz armes ne portaft, 
Ne en hui* maiz en champ n*entraft, 
Maiz unkes en fort ne crei 
Ne ne creirai ; en Dex me fi/ 
Kar il fet d'el tot fon pleifir, 
E 90 k*il velt fet avenir. 
Unkes n'amai fortift^ors^s^ 
Ne ne crei devineors ; 
A Dam le Deu tut me comant. 
Cha mon haubert n'alez dotant ; 
Li haubert ki fu trefturne,^ 
£ puiz me r'eft k dreit don^ 
Senefie la trefturn^e^ 
. De la chofe ki iert mu^e.'^ 
Li nom ki ert de duch^ 
Verreiz de Due en Rei torn^ ; 
Reis ferai ki Due ai efte^ 
N'en aiez mie altre penf<£. 
Dune fe figna, li haubert prift, 
BeiiTa fun chiefs dedens le mift, 
La9a fun helme h ceint s'efp^e, 
Ke un varlet out aport^e. 

II raonte fur fon Suu boeu cheval fift demander, 

chcval d'Ef- -.- . „ ' Ml 

pagne. Ne poeit Ten meillor trover ; 



d 



Le derriere. • Aujourd*huL ^ En Dieu je me fie* 

> Sorciers. ^ Mis a Tenvers. ' Le changement. 

^ Qui fera changee* 
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Tho' rapid the movement, he faw that thofe near 
Had mark'd it, and looked on the omen with fear. 
So he faid, — " There be many, I know it full well, 
" To whom if fuch chance in their arming befell. 

Would never this day in the Fight weapon wield,. 

Or venture their lives to expofe in the Field. 

But Omens like thefe (hall I ever defpife : 

On God and His pleafure my fpirit relies. 

His will governs all things, — ^and Seers of Fate 
" And Tellers of fortunes, at beft do but prate. 
To God, and Our Lady, myfelf I commend. 

My Hauberk reversed can no evil portend. — 
** The Mail which I donn'd, with the back piece in front. 

But adjufted myfelf, — and fhall wear as is wont. 

Imports fomething new from the Volume of Fate, 

And that change is about to be wrought in our ftate. 
** For the rank of a Duke, which till now I have borne, 
" The title of King, and the Crown will be worn. 
" Yea ! doubt not that I whom as Duke ye obey, 
" Henceforth in this Land as its King, (hall bear fway !**® 

Then figning the Crofs, — lowly bending, he placed 
His Mail on aright, — his Helmet he lac'd. 
He girded his Sword, which a Varlet had fought, 
And ordered his own noble Steed to be brought. 
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» This circumftancc is alfo told by William of Poitiers. In the Ejioire dt Seint Md- 
ward le rei the fcene of the reverfed hauberk is thus defcribed : — 

Li dues, ki s'arma toft apres. 
Sun hauberc endofTe envers. 
Dift ki Tarma, " Seit tort u dreit 
Verruns ke li dues rois feit.^ 
Li dues, ki la raifun ot, 
Un petit furrift au mot, 
Dift, « Ore feit a la devife 
Celui ki le mund juftife ! " 

S 
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D'Efpaingne li out envei^ 
Un Reis par mult grant amiftie ; 
Armes ne preile ne dotaft 
Se iis Sires Tefperonaft. 
Galtier GifFart Tout amen^, 
Ki a Saint Jame aveit efle, 
Tendi fa main, li regnes^ prift, 
Pie en eftrieu, de fuz s'afift ; 
Li cheval poinft e porfailli, 
Torna c point e s'efverti.^ 
Li vicomte dc Li vlfquens de Toarz guarda"* 

Thouan admire 

fa belle tcnue. Coment H Dus armes porta ; 

A fa gent a entor fei dit : 
Horn mez fi bel arme ne vit," 
Ki fi gentement chevalchaft, 
Ne ki fi bel arme portaft, 
N'a ki haubert fi avenift, 
Ne ki lance fi bien brandifl, 
Ki en cheval fi bien f^ift,° 
Ki fi tornaft, ne fi tenift. 
Soz ciel tel chevalier n'en a. 
Beau quens e beau rei fera ; 
Cumbate fei, h fi veincra ; 
Tot feit honi ki li faldra.P 
Li Dus fift chevals demander, 
Plufors en fift tres li^ mener, 
Chefcun out a rar9on devant 
Une efpee bone pendant ; 
E cil ki li chevals menerent, 
Lances acer^es porterent. 



^ Les renes. * Se cabra. *" Regarda. 

° Jamais je ne vis fi bel homme arme. ° Se tint. 

P Qui lui manquera. *> Pres de lui. 
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Better Steed never came from the Paftures of Spain, 
A King's gift, and given his friendftiip to gain.^ 
He fear*d not the crafhing of Arms, or the Throng, 
When the Spur of his Seignor had urg'd him along. 
Walter GifFart had brought him, as whilome he went 
To St. Jago in Spain, — ^by the Duke thither fent. 

His foot fet in Stirrup, — his hand on the Mane, 
The Duke fprang to Saddle, and drew^ in the Rein. 
The good Horfe 'gan prancing, and pawing the ground, 
And proud of his Rider, curvetted around. 

The Vifcount of Troarz mark'd well how he rode, 
How, arm'd Cap-a-pied, he his Courfer beftrode ; 
And he faid to his men, that he never had feen 
So gallant a Knight, or fo warlike a mien. 

Better Rider ne'er mounted a Horfe of pure race, 

Or bore him in arms with fo martial a grace. 

No Warrior his Lance could fo dextVoufly wield. 

Or carry his hauberk fo well in the Field. 
" There never was Horfeman who had fuch a feat. 

So adroit in manoeuvre, and each daring feat. 

Such a Knight, under Heav'n, did no man e*er fee, 

Fair Count is he now, — ^and fair King will he be I 

Let him on to the Fight, — and win Vidory's meed, 
" And accurs'd be all thofe who defert him at need ! " 

Led Horfes to bring, then the Duke gave command. 
And many were brought, which he kept near at hand. 
At the bow of the Saddle of each, ready made. 
And apt to the hand, there was hung a good blade ; 
While the Men who were trulled the Horfes to lead. 
All carried fpare Lances, to ferve him at need. 
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9 Sent perhaps on the occafion of the betrothment of William's daughter to the king 
of Gallicia. 
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Divifion de l*ar- 
mee en troii 
corps. 



Le due veut 
donnerfonecen* 
dard a porter a 
Raool de Con- 
ches. 



Celai-ci repond 
qtt*U aime mieux 
combattre. 



Dune furent arm^ li Baron, 
Li Chevalier e li gueldon ; 
En treis compaignes fe partirent/ 
E treiz compaignes d'armez firent. 
A chefcune des treiz compaignes 
Out mult Seignors h chevetaignes,' 
K'il ne f^fifTent coardie 
Por perdre membre ne por vie. 
Li Dus apela un fervant. 
Son gonfanon fift traire avant, 
Ke li Pape li env^ia, 
E cil le traifty cil le defpleia : 
Li Dus le prifty fuz le dre9a9 
Raol de Conches apela : 
PorteZy dift-il, mon gonfanon, 
Ne vos voil fere fe dreit non ; 
Par dreit e par anceifforie^ 
Deivent eftre de Normendie 
Voftre parent gonfanonier, 
Mult furent tuit boen Chevalier. 
Grant merci, dift Raol, aiez, 
Ke noftre dreit reconoifliez ; 
Maiz li gonfanon, par ma fei, 
Ne fera hui port6 par mei. 
Hui vos claim quite ceft fervife ; " 
Si vos fervirai d'altre guife, 
D'altre chofe vos fervirai ; 
En la bataille od vos irai, 
Et as Engleiz me combatrai 
Tant ke jo vis^ eftre porrai ; 
Saciez ke ma main plus valdra 
Ke tels vint homes i aura. 



' Se diviserent. • Capitaines. 

" Aujourd'hui je vous prie de me tenir quitte de ce fervice. 



Succeffion. 

^ Vivant. 
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Then the Barons and Knights, with their arms in their hands, 
And the Spearmen^ array'd them in three* fevVal Bands. 
All the Hoft was fo ordered, in three to divide. 
And Seignors and Captains each Corps did preiide. 
Who were charged with the duty to fee and take care, 
That none fhould play coward, and limbs or lives fpare. 

Then by the Duke's order, a Servitor took 
And brought forth the Standard, the Pope gave the Duke. 
Unfurling the Banner, its folds he unwound ; 
The Duke took the Gonfalon — ^wav'd it around. 
And call'd Raol de Conches,^ to whom thus did he fay : — 
** Do thou, as of right, bear my Standard this day, 

*Tis a right thou couldft claim, which I would not pafs o'er. 

Ever Normandy's Banner thy Forefathers bore; 

And well did they merit that Standard to bear. 

For good and brave Knights ev'ry man of them were ! " 
Many thanks," anfwer'd Raol, " for admitting our right, 
" But this day no Standard I bear in the Fight ; 
" By my faith, I claim quittance fuch fervice to yield ! 
" Other fervice I reckon is mine for this Field. 
** With thee to this Combat my way will I wend, 
" And whilft my life holds, with thefe Englifh contend. 
" Thou fhalt fee that my hand is worth twenty of thofe, 
" Whofe Arms in this Fight will our Onfet oppofe ! " 

^ " Gueldon" is Wace's word here and eliewhere; which M. Pluquet interprets — a 
peafant armed with a long lance or pike. 

' Legiones militum in tribus ordinibus difpofiiit. — Will. Calculi Gemmeticensis 
MoNACHi, Hift. Normannorumj Lib. vii. 

' Ralf de Conches, in the arrondiflement of Evreux, — fometimes called de Tony, 
or Toeny, which is in the commune of Gaillon, arrondiflement of Louviers, — fon of Roger 
de Tony, hereditary ftandard-bearer of Normandy. Ralf is a landholder in Domefday ; 
Saham-Tony in Norfolk ftill records the name. See Ellis, IntroduSiion to Domefday^ i. 493. 
In the Norman roll in the Red book of the Exchequer, we find, *^ de honore de Conches 
et de Toeneio 44 mil. et 6 mil. quos Matheus de Clara tenet : preter hoc quod comes de 
Albamar^, et comes Hugo Bigot, et Hugo de Mortuomari tenent de fcedo illo : ad fervitium 
vero regis nefciunt quot.*' 
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£ li Dus guarda d*altre part,^ 
Si apela Galtier Giifart : 
Gel gonfanon, diil-il, pernez, 
En la bataille le portez. 
Gauticr Giferd Galticr GifFart li refpondi : 

fait la meme , 

reponfc. Sire, dift-il, por Dex merci ; 

Veiez mon chief blanc e chanu,* 
Empeiri^ fui de ma vertu,y 
Ma vertu m'eft af(^bliee, 
E m'aleine mult emp^iri^e. 
L'enfuigne eftuet a tel tenir,* 
Ki lone travail poiffe fofFrir, 
E jo ferai en la bataille ; 
N'aveiz home ki mielx i vaille, 
Tant i kuid ferir od m'efp^e, 
Ke tot en iert enfanglant^e. 
Dune* dift li Dus, par grant fierte 
Seignors, par la refplendor D^, 
Vos me volez, 90 crei, trai'r, 
Et a eel grant bufuing faillir. 
Sire, dift GifFart, non feron ; 
Ja mez ne feron traiTon, 
Nel* refus' mie par ftlonie, 
Maiz jo ai grant chevalerie 
De foldeiers^ e de mon fieu ; 
Unkes mez jo n'out fi bon lieu 
De vos fervir com jo ore^ ai. 
Or fe Dex plaift vos fervirai ; 



" £t le due regarda d'un autre c6te. * Chauve. 

y Ma force eft diminuee. ' Le drapeau convient a tenir. 

* Alors. ^ De gens foldes. 

' Maintenant. 

^ Walter Giffart, lord of Longueville, in the arrondiflTement of Dieppe, fon of 
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Then the Duke looking round, Walter GifFart* efpy'd, 
Whom he calFd by his name, and bade come to hi» fide. 
" Do thou take the Standard and bear it !*' he cry'd. 
But GifFart made anfwer, — " For God's mercy, pray 

Regard my bald head, and my locks ting'd with grey ! 

My breath I draw fhort, — and my ftrength yields to age ; 
" This Banner to bear, only thofe ihould engage, 
" Whofe youth and whofe vigour, long ftruggles can wage. 
" I will join in the Combat, — and not a man there 
" Shall ftrive with more zeal in thy Service to fliare. 
" Whilft I can will I ftrike, and I doubt not to (hew. 

My Sword dy'd to hilt, in the blood of the Foe !" 

By the fplendour of God 1"^ then the Duke fiercely faid, 

I muft deem that by all is my fervice betray 'd ! 

If there's peril, there's honour to gain by the Deed, 
** And I find not a man but who fails me at need !" 

" Not fo, Sire," faid GifFart, " no Treafon we do, 
" Nor from us fhalt thou ever have Treafon to rue. 
" No bafenefs infpir'd the refufal I gave, 
" But here a great Force of my People I have ; 

Many Knights, many Soldiers, and men of my Fief, 

All looking to me, as their Leader and Chief. 

Never yet fuch occafion to ferve thee as now. 

Have I found, — and, pleafe God, I will ferve thee enow ! 
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Ofbern de Bolbec, and Aveline his wife, fifter of Gunnor, the wife of duke Richard I. 
In reference to the allufions in the text to Walter GilFart's age, M. Le Prevoft obferves 
that it was his ion, a fecond of the name, who lived till 1102, having been made earl of 
Buckingham. See Introd, Domefday^ vol. i. 484 ; alfo vol. ii. 23, as to an Ofbern GifFart. 
In the Norman roll of the Red book, " De honore comitis Giffardi 98 miU et dim. et 
quartam partem et 2 part, ad ferv. com.'' He is alio among the knights holding of the 
church of Bayeux " i mil." 

* William's cuftomary oath. Wace has before iaid, vol. ii. 51 : — 

Jura par la refplendor De, 

Co ert fuvent fun ferement. 
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L*etendard eft 
remb a un che- 
Ytlier du pays de 
Caux, nomme 
Tottftain. 



Premier corps 
d*armee, com- 
poft de I^cards 
et de volontaires 
foldes. - 



Se meftier ert,^ por vos morreie, 
Por voftre cor, li mien metreie. 
En meie fei, 90 dift li Dus, 
Jo vos amoe, or vos aim' plus ; 
Se jo en puiz efcaper vis, 
Mielx vos en fera mez toz dis.* 
Dune apela un Chevalier 
Ke mult aveit oi* preifier, 
Tofteins filz Rou le Blanc out non, 
Al Bee en Caux aveit meifon ; 
Li gonfanon li a livr^ 
E cil Ten a ftu bon gr^, 
Parfondement Ten a clin^,^ 
Volentiers Ta e bien porte. 
Encor en tienent quitement 
Lor ^ritage lor parent ; 
Quitement en deivent aveir 
Lor ^ritages tuit fes ^ir.s 
Willame fift for fon deftrier ; ^ 
Venir a fet avant Rogier 
Ke Ten dift de Montgomeri : 
Forment, dift-il, en vos me fi ;* 
De cele part de la ireiz, 
De cele part les aiTaldreiz,^ 
E Guillame un fenefchal, 
Li iilz Ofber \xn boen vaflal, 
Enfemble od vos chevalchera 
Et ovec vos les afTaldra. 



^ Si befoin ^tait. 
' Salue, remercie. 

'' Guillaume etait fur fon cheval de bataille. 
^ De ce cote vous les attaquerez. 

^ TuRSTiNUS FiLius RoLLONis vexillum Normannorum portavit : Orderic. Viu Seve- 
ral Normans bore the name of Touftain or Turftin as a baptifmal name : but it afterwards 



* Dorenavant tous les jours. 
' Et tous fes h^ritiers. 
^ En vous je me fie. 
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" If need be, — this day, Sire, — ^this Life that is mine, 
** For yours fhall be offered, — my Body for thine I ** 

** By my faith," faid the Duke, " if I lovM thee afore, 
" Know well that from hencrforth I love thee ftill more ! 
** And if on this day I efcape from the ftrife, 
" 'Twill be better for thee all the days of thy Life !" 

Then the Duke fummon'd forward a Knight of good fame, 
Toftain Fitz RoUo le Blanc ^ was his name ; 
He dwelt in the Cauchois at Bec,^ — and the Duke 
To him gave the Standard, which gladly he took. 
Low obeifance he made, as the Duke gave it o'er. 
With good heart, and bravely, that Standard he bore. 
His Lineage got quittance from fervice to pay 
On their Lands, for the fervice he rendered that day. 
And ftill, and for ever, his Heirs for his Deed, 
A grant of free heritage hold, as their meed. 

The Duke as he fat on his Steed, bade ftand forth 
A Seignor well known as a Leader of worth ; 
Nam'd Roger Montgomeri,® " Thou on this fide," 
Said the Duke, " (halt make onfet ; — in thee I confide. 
« The Senefchal, William Fitz Ofber,^ ftiall back 
" Thy movement, and with thee, direft the Attack. 



became the family name of a noble houfe in upper Normandy ; who, in memory of the 
office performed at Haftings, took for fupporters of their arms, two angels, each bearing a 
banner. A. L. P. Turftin Fitz^-Rou received large eftates in England. Befides Turftin 
there is a Robert Fitz-Rou in Domefday, poffibly his brother. See our fubfequent note 
on Gilbert Creipin and his family, to which Turftin belonged ; and fee Introd. Dome/day ^ 

i- 479» 497- 

7 Bec-aux-Cauchois, in the arrondifTement of Ivetot; not Bcc-Crefpin, in that of 

Havre. 

® Roger, ion of Hugh de Montgomeri. He was lord of Montgomeri, in the arron- 
diflement of Lifieux ; of Alenf on and of Bellefme, in right of his wife Mabel } he became 
earl of Shrewfl)ury, of Chichefter and Arundel, and died 1094. See Introd. Domefday ^ i. 
479. According to Ordericus Vitalis, a. d. 1067, Roger remained in Normandy during the 
expedition. 

9 Lord of Breteuil ; fenefchal of the duke, as has been before mentioned. 
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Aatre oorpt d*ar- 
mee, compoie de 
BretonSy Man- 
ceanx et Poite- 



▼int. 



Troifi^e corpt 
d'annee, com- 
poiS de Nor- 
mandt, et com- 
mande par le 
doc 



DetaiU fur Te- 
qoipement et 
rannuxe dei fol- 
dats de Ouil- 
laame. 



Signet de recon- 
naiflance. 



Ordre de h 
xnaiche. 



Li Boilogneiz^ e li Pohiers" 
Aureiz h toz mes foldeiers. 
De Taltre part Alain Fergant 
Et Aimeri li cumbatant, 
Poiteviriz meroiit** h Bretons 
£ del Maine toz li Barons ; 
E jo, od totes mes granz genz 
Et od amiz et od parenz. 
Me cumbatrai par la grant prefTe 
U la bataille iert plus engrefle.*^ 
Arm^ furent tuit li Baron 
E li Chevalier h li gueldon. 
La gent a pi^ fu bien armde, 
Chefcun porta arc et efp^e ; 
Sor lor teftes orent chapels^ 
A lor piez liez lor panels ; 
Alquanz unt bones coiri^s,P 
K*il unt a lor ventre li^s ; 
Plufors orent veftu gambais,^ 
Couires orent ceinz et archais.'^ 
Chevaliers ont haubers h branz, 
Chauces de fer, helmes luizanz, 
Efcuz as cols^ as mains lor lances ; 
E tuit orent fet cognoiffances/ 
Ke Normant altre con^uft^ 
Et k'entrepofture* n*^uft; 
Ke Normant altre ne f<^rift, 
Ne Franceiz altre n'oc^ift.^ 
Cil a pi^ aloient avant 
Serr^ementy lors ars portant ; 
Chevaliers emprez chevalchoent, 
Ki les archiers emprez gardoent. 
Cil ^ cheval e cil a pi^» 
Si com il orent comenci^ 
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The men of Boulogne, and of Poix,^ form thy Band, 
" And the whole of my Soldiers* are at thy command. 
" The men of Poitou, and the Bretons, proceed 
" In another diredion, — and that Force fhall lead 
" The Vifcount of Thoars, and Alain Fergant, 
** And with them (hall march all the Barons of Maine. 

I myfelf, with my Nobles, and Men of my Race, 

My own Friends »and Kindred, will take up my place, 
" Where we in main Battle may put forth our might, 
" And charge in the Throng, and the thick of the Fight." 

Now the Barons and Knights were in order array'd. 
The Spearmen and Archers their Arms ready made. 
Each Bowman, too, carry'd a fword at his fide. 
Cap on head, Bufkins lac'd ; with wrappers of Hide, 
Or Garments well quilted, their Bodies around ; 
Their Quivers and Bows to their girdles were bound. 
Maird Hauberks and Braflarts, the Knights moflly wore. 
Steel Hofe, and bright Helmets, they all of them bore. 
With Shields on their Necks, and with hands grafping Lance, 
And each Knight was known by his own coenizance. DifHnaiTe 

° ^ , ^ marks, theorigin 

So Norman knew Norman or Frenchman in Fray, - o^ coa«» of 

^ Armt. 

And riik'd not a friend 'ftead of Foeman to flay. 

In the Van march'd the Bowmen in deep ferried rank ; 
The Knights in fupport, on their Rear, and their Flank. 
The Horfe and the Foot, as they mov'd o'er the Plain, 
Were marfhalFd clofe order and ranks to maintain. 



' Ceux de Boulogne-fur-Mer. ™ Ceux de Poix en Picardie. 

" Meneront. ^ Opiniatre, achamee. 

P Courroies. *> Pourpoint pique et garni qui fervait de plaftron. 

' Carquois et arcs pendus a la ceinture. ' Signes de convention. 

* Impofture, furprife. ^ Ne tuat. 

^ Poix in Picardy, and Boulogne-fur-mer. Wace feems to omit Eustace of Boulogne, 
confpicuous in other hiftorians. Aimeri was viTcount of Thouars. 

* ** Soldeiers'' is ufed by ff^ace in its ftrift fenfe, of men ferving merely for hire. Afer^ 
cenariesy — as diftind from thofe giving feudal fervice. 
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Tindrent lor eire h lor compas/ 
Serr^emcnt lor petit pas 
Ke Tun Taltre ne trefpaflbut^ 
Ne n'aprifmout^ ne n'efloignout ; 
Tuit aloent ferr^ement, 
£ tuit aloent fierement. 
D'ambedui parz archiers efteient, 
Ki a travers traire* debveient, 
D^aiis fur Tar- Heraut out fez homes mandez, 

"** *"* *' Cels des chaftels c des citez^ 

Des ports, des viles h des bors, 
ConteSy Baronz e vavaflbrs. 
Li vilain des viles aplouent,^ 
Tels armes portent com ils trovent, 
M achues portent h granz pels,* 
Porches ferries e tinels.* 
Engleiz orent un champ porpris,^ 
La fu Heraut od fes amis 
Et od li Baronz del pais, 
Ke il out femons e requis. 
Venuz furent delivrement^ 
Cil de Lundres e cil de Kent, 
Cil de Herfort h cil d'Effeffcd 
Cil de Sur^e h de Suffeffe,^ 
De Saint Edmund e de Sufoc, 
E de Norwis e de Norfoc, 
De Cantorbiere h de Stanfort,^ 
E cil vindrent de Bedefort, 
E cil ki funt de Hundetone ; » 
Venu funt cil de Northantone,** 
D*Eurowic* e de Bokinkeham, 

De Bed h de Notinkeham : ^ 

« 

De Lindefie e de Nichole* 
Vindrent qui forent la parole. 
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Majeftic and flowly, without Crowd or Throng, 
Obferving due diflance, each Corps mov'd along, 
Compa<aiy and firmly ; — till Shots to exchange. 
In each Hoft the Bowmen 'gan meafure their range. 
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From Caftles, from Cities, Ports, Hamlets, and Towns, 
Earls, Barons, and VavafTors, Vilains, and Clowns, 
Had obeyed Harold's fummons, and came as they might. 
And arm'd as they could, to give aid in the Fight. 
With Clubs, or long Stakes, — ^whilft others there were. 
Who Forks, or ftout Poles fhod with Iron, did bear. 

In the Field in which Harold His Hoft had array'd, 
The Englifh, a Camp with Entrenchments had made. 
And thither the Barons, and Men of the Land, 
All gathered, and ranged themfelves under His hand. 

From London, from Hertfordfhire, EiTex, and Kent, 
From Suffolk, from Surrey, and SufTex, they went : 
From Norfolk, and Stafford's good County and Town, 
From Bedford and Bedfordftiire, — and Huntingdon : ^ 
From the Shire of Northampton, and great Shire of York, 
From Bucks, and from Nottingham, train'd for the work ; 
And Lindfay and Lincolnfliire, — region of Fen, 
All heard their King's fummons, and fent Him their Men. 

Thither too, when they heard Harold's call and beheft. 
Came flocking great Forces from out of the Weft. 



Serfi. 



The Tnnilator 
begs indulgence 
for this rendering 
of Wacc's no- 
menclature. His 
objeA has been 
to omit no Place 
mentioned, but 
to modernise the 
names) and as 
Wace*B arrange- 
ment is more 
guided by the 
rhyme, than by 
Geography, he 
has ventured to 
take fimilar li- 
berties, without 
exadly following 
the original col- 
location. A. M. 



^ Leur marche et leur diredion. ^ Ni n'approchat. 

' Tirer. ' lis appelaient les payfans des villages. 

» Pieux. • Batons, leviers. ^ Clos, entoure. 

* Promptement. ** Eflcx. • Surrey et Suflex. 
' Stamford. « Huntingdon. *» Northampton. 

* York. ^ Nottingham. * DcLindfe/et de Lincoln. 
^ Huntingdon. For Bedj which feems a repetition of Bedford, M. de la Rue's MS. 

reads Bedi. Eurowic is York; Nichol — Lincoln; Salebiere — Salifbury; Bat — Bath; 
Hontefire — Hampfhire ; Brichefire — Berkihire. 
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Harold range fon 
armee en ba- 
taille, et donne 
fetordrei. 



U indique la 
maniere la plus 
avancageufe de 



Decha deverz foleil levant 

V^ifliez venir gent mult grant 

De Salebiere"* e de Dorfete 

E de Bat^ h de Sumerfete ; 

Mult en i vint de verz Gloceftre, 

E mult en vint de Wireceftre,® 

De Winceftre, de HontefiteP 

Et del cont^ de Brichefire.^ 

Mult en vint d'altres cuntr^es 

Ke nos n'avon mie nom^es ; 

Ne poon mie tot nomer, 

Ne ne volon tot aconter.^ 

Tuit cil ki armes porter porent 

Ki la novele del Due forent,* 

Alerent la terre desfendre 

D'icels ki la voloent prendre. 

D'ultre li Humbre* n'i vint gaires, 

Quer cil orent altres affaires ; 

Daneiz les orent damagiez 

E Tofti les out empiriez,^ 

Heraut fout ke Normanz veindreient, 

E ke par main les affaldreient ; 

Un champ out par matin porpris^ 

U il a toz fes Engleiz mis ; 

Par matin les fift toz armer 

E la bataille conr^er.^ 

Et il out armes et ator,* 

Ki conveneit a tel Seignor. 

Li DuSy 90 dift, le deit requerre, 

Ki cunquerre velt Engleterre, 

Et ily 90 difty le deit atendre, 

Ki la terre li deit defendre. 

A fa gent dift h comanda, 

Et a fes baronz cunfeilla 
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From Berkihire, and Wiltfliire, from Sarum, and Bath, 
All fit to bear arms, fally'd forth on War's path. 
Men of Winton, and Hants, in the ranks you might find, 
And Gloiler and Worcciler were no whit behind. 

From other Shires alfo, and Places, Men came. 
Many more than we know of, or knowing, could name ; 
When they learnt the Duke's coming, each Man took the field. 
Who was able to march, or a Weapon to wield ; 
'Gainil Invafion all ready their fervice to lend. 
And the Land where they dwelt, with their lives to defend. 

The parts North of Humber, afforded fmall aid. 
Laid wafle and defpoil'd by the Danes in their Raid ; 
For Tofli's Incurfion had ilripp'd the Land bare. 
And left them great damage and lofs to repair. 

Of the plans of the Normans, forewarned and aware, 
Harold waiting their Onfet, caus'd all things prepare ; 
A Field He feleded, entrenching the ground,* 
And there He difpos'd all His Englifh around ; 
He made them take Arms as the day 'gan to break. 
And forthwith their order of Battle to take. 
He equipped Himfelf next, — and by Him were borne. 
Arms fuch as by Seignor like Him, fhould be worn. 
The Duke, Harold faid, fhould the Battle begin. 
As flriving the Kingdom of England to win ; 
Whilft He, its Defender, would feek to drive back 
The Fury and heat of the Norman Attack. 
To His Men, and His Barons, He gave flridt command, 



~ Salifbury. » Bath. • Worccftcr. 

P Le Hampihire. 1 Le Berldhire. ' Raconter. 

• Surent. * L'Humbcr. " Mis en peine. 
^ CI08. ^ Difpofer. ' Equipages. 

* Mane pedites imprimis cum bipennibus confertam Scutorum teftudinem feeerunt quod 
profedo valuiflet nifi Normanni fugam fimulaflent. — Higden's Polychronicon^ Lib. vi. p. 
286. Ed. Thomas GaU^ Oxon^ 169 1. 
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combattre In 
Normands. 



Eftimation de la 
force de Tarmee 
anglaife. 
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Ke tuit enfemble fe tenifTent 
Et enfemble fe defendiiTent, 
Quer fe d'iloc fe defparteient, 
A grant paine fe refcovreient. 
Normanz, dift-il, funt boen vafTal, 
Vaillant a pi^ et a cheval ; 
A cheval funt boen chevalier 
E de cumbatre coftumier ; 
Se dedenz noz poent entrer, 
Nient iert puiz del recovrerJ 
Lungues lances unt et efp^es, 
Ke de lor terres unt aportees, 
E vos avez lances agues 
E granz gifarmes efmolues. 
Cuntre vos armes ki bien taillent 
Ne kuid les lor gaires ne vaillent ; 
Trenchiez quant ke trenchier porreiz 
Et ja mar* rien efparnereiz, 
Heraut out grant pople h eftult,* 
De totes parz en i vint mult ; 
Maiz multitude petit vaut 
Se la virtu du ciel i faut. 
Plufor h plufor unt poiz dit, 
Ke Heraut aveit gent petit, 
Por 90 ke a li mefchai ;^ 
Maiz plufors dient e jel di,^ 
Ke cuntre un home altre env^ia. 
La gent al Due poi foifonna, 
Maiz li Dus aveit veirement, 
Plufors Baronz h meillor gent : 



y II n'y aura plus de remede. 

* £t ce ferait mal a propos que vous epai^neriez quelqu'un. 

^ Arriva mal. ^ £t je le dis. 



* Fier, hautain. 
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Clofe order to keep, and to fight in one Band.^ 

Unlefs fo they fought, and the Combat maintained. 

Not fcathlefs their ranks could be ever regained. 

" Thefe Normans," He faid, " are Men fkill'd in war, 

" Brave Horfemen and Footmen, they each of them are ; 
Good Knights, fkill'd in combat ; — ^ye'll learn to your coft, 
If they break through our line, that the Day muft be loft ! 
Long Lances and Swords do they wield, as their arms, 
But ye too, have Lances, and keen-edg'd Gifarmes.^ 
'Gainft Arms fuch as yours, which will hew through their Mail, 
I deem that their Weapons will little avail. 
Only fmite where ye can,— deal your ftrokes with a will. 
And remember that he who would fpare, — hath done ill ! " 
A vaft Hoft had Harold, Men proud of their might, 

From all parts had gathered, to aid Him in fight ; 

But what avail numbers, or Force in the Field, 

Unlefs Heav'n help them, and ftretch forth its Shield 1 
It hath oft been bruited, and many Men fay. 

The Forces of Harold were weak on that day ; 

And thence His mifcarriage, — ^but I join with thofe 

Who aflert, that to Man, there was Man to oppofe ; 

More Men the Duke had not, — ^but flill in his Hoft 

He had better Men, — and of Barons, the moft. 

Many Knights of renown in his Squadrons, too, rode. 
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The rooft au- 
thentic account! 
would give Ha- 
rold aboutS5000 
men. The Battle 
being fought on 
the 1 8th day af- 
ter that of Pom- 
fret, it is clear he 
had not time to 
colled a much 
larger force. 
Edwin and Mor- 
car kept aloof-^ 
diffatiafied, as 
Higden fays, at 
the portion of 
fpoil allotted to 
them after the 
defbu^onofthe 
Danifh Army. 



^w 



^ Cuneti pedites conftitere denfius conglobati. — William of Poitiers, du Cbefney p. 

201. 

^ " Gifermes/' " Wace mentions the gifarme as an exceedingly deftruftive weapon, 
ufed by the Saxons at the Battle of Haftings : but by the Gifarme he evidently means the 
* byl,' to which he gives a Norman name :'* — fee Hifi, of Britijh Co^umeyiS^^ page 33. 
The Saxons ufed alfo the bipennis, or " twy-byL" The bill was an axe with a long 
handle. Benoit mentions ^' baches Danoifes,'' which probably were the double axes. 
Wace afterwards lays of the hache of an Englifh knight : — 

Hache norefche out mult bele. 

Plus de plain pie out Talemele. 

U 
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Les Anglais fe 
retranchent au 
moyen de boo> 
dien et de palif- 
fades. 



Ordres donnes 
par Harold. 



Plent^ out de boens Chevaliers 
E grant plent^ de boens archiers. 
Geldons^ Engleiz haches portoent, 
E gifarmes ki bien trenchoent ; 
Fet orent devant els efcuz 
De feneftres h d'altres fuz,* 
Devant els les orent levez 
Come cleies joinz e ferrez ; 
N'i Jeflierent nule jointure, 
Fet en orent devant clofture. 
Par u Normanz entrelz venift, 
Ki defcunfire les volfift. 
D'efcuz e d'aiz^ s'avironerent, 
I ill desfendre fe kuiderent; 
Et s'il fe fuifent bien tenu, 
Ja ne fuflent li jor veincu. 
Ja Normant ne s'i embaftift,^ 
Ke I'alme a hunte ne perdift, 
Fuft par hache, fuft par gifarme, 
U par machue u par altre arme. 
Corz^ haubers orent e petis 
E helmes de for lor veftis. 
Li Reis Heraut dift h fift dire, 
E fift banir* com lor fire 
Ke chefcun tienge atort fon visi 
Tot dreit cuntre lor anemis ; 
Nus ne tort^ de R ii il eft, 
E ki veindra la les truis preft : 
Ke ke Normant et altre face, 
Chefcun desfende bien fa place. 
Dune rova^ eels de Kent aler 
La \x Normanz durent jofter,™ 



Payfans. 



Bois. 



' De boucliers et de planches. 



« Ne s'y logeat. 
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Nor lefs were his Archers, both numVous and good. 

Short Axes, (harp Bills, were the Arms of offence 
By the Englifli Foot borne, — and they made them a Fence 
Of Bucklers, and wattle work well interlaced ; 
Thus forming a Breaftwork, in front of them placed. 
The Barrier fo form'd was a clofe Hurdle Hke, 
Which the Normans muft force, ere a ftroke they could ftrike. 
Thus fenced with their Shields, and a ftout Barricade, 
They deem*d, — and with reafon, — defence might be made. 
And if to this purpofe they firmly had held. 
Other Iffue that day had moft furely beheld : ^ 
For no Norman Warrior that Barrier did force. 
But met with difafter, and fell a dead Corfe ; 
Hewn down by the Axe edge, or fmote by Gifarme, 
Or flain by the Club, or by fome other arm. 
Short® clofe-fitting Hauberks thofe Englifhmen wore. 
And Helmets that join'd to their Hauberks,^ they bore. 

King Harold proclaimed, and gave all men to know. 
Like Him, they fhould ftand, with their face to the Foe ; 
That none fhould break rank, — fo that, happen what might. 
Each man had his place ready mark'd for the Fight ; 
Nor on friend or foe, fhould their flation depend. 
But each do his beft, his own Poft to defend. 

The Kentifh Men, claiming as matter of right. 
To ftand in the Van, and ftrike firft in the Fight, 



*• Courts. * Crier, publier. J Son vifage tqurne. 

^ Ne tourne. * Ordoima. " Attaquer. 

7 Fide ante, note 4, to p. 143. 

^ Even down to the fifteenth century the Normans are faid to have called the EngliOi 
" courts veftus." See the fongs at the end of the Vaux-devires of Olivier Baflelin. 

9 This feems further explained afterwards by the defcription of the Englifh knight's 
helmet. But the text is often fo imperfect, and at fuch variance with the ordinary rules 
of Norman French grammar, that it is frequently hard to be certain as to the fidelity of a 
tranflation. 
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Harold fe place 
avec fei freret au 
milieu de (on 
araiee, et pr^ de 
Tetendard. 



On voit paraitre 
Tarmee nor- 
mande. 



Kar 90 dient ke cil de Kent 
Dcivent ftrir primierement ; 
U ke li Reis auge en eftor,** 
Li primier colp deit eftre lor. 
Cil de Lundres, par dreite fei, 
Deivent garder li cors li Rei, 
Tut entur li deivent efter,® 
E Teftandart deivent garder ; 
Cil furent miz a Teftandart, 
Ke chefcun le defent e gart. 
Quant Heraut out tot apreft^, 
£ qo k'il volt out comand^, 
EmmiP les Engleiz eft venu, 
Lez^ Teftendart eft defcendu ; 
Lev^^ine e Guert furent od lui, 
Frere Heraut furent andui ; ' 
Afez out entur li Baronz. 
Heraut fu lez fi gonfanonz ; 
Li gonfanon fu mult vaillanz, 
D'or h de pierres reluifanz ; 
Willame pois cefte vidtoire 
Le fift porter a TApoftoile/ 
For moftrer h metre en m^moire 
Sun grant cunqueft e fa grant gloire. 
Engleiz fe funt tenu ferr^, 
Tuit de cumbatre atalent^ ; * 
Un foiTii unt d'une part fait, 
Ki parmi la champaigne vait. 
Entretant" Normanz aparurent, 
D*un pendant furftrent ii il furent/ 
D'une valee e d'un pendant 
Sort un cunrei'^ ki vint avant. 



En quelque endroit que le roi aille au combat. 



** Se tentr. 
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He caus'd to advance, and pofition to take, 

Where deeming the Normans their onfet would make. 

They claimed, when their Monarch to Battle fhould go, 

The right in that Battle to ftrike the firft Blow. 

The Londoners' claim, was His perfon to guard. 

That where'er He flood, they fhould keep watch and ward ; 

They alfo to guard The King's Standard were bound. 

And where it was planted, they took up their ground. 

His Army thus marfhall'd, at Harold's behefl. 
And all things fo order'd, as feem'd to Him befl. 
He drew near the Standard, in midft of His Hofl, 
And there ^ He difmounted, and took up His Pofl. 
There Leofwin, and Gurth, His Brothers, were found. 
And there many Barons encircl'd him round. 
Harold flood by His Standard, which floated and roU'd, 
Full gorgeoufly gleaming with Gems and with Gold. 

To the Pope did Duke William that Banner confign, 
When in fight he had won it, — ^as Viftory's fign. 
And Symbol of Conquefl, — to fhow and declare 
What Honour and Glory had fall'n to His fhare. 

Now the Englifh had trench'd, and had thrown up a bank. 
In a part of the Field which protedied their Flank ;* 
And fo in clofe order, they kept their array. 
All ready and eager to join in the fray. 

Meanwhile marching onward, the Norman force crown'd 
The Crefl of a Hill, — ^moving from the low ground, 



p Parmi, au milieu. *> Proche, a cote. ' Tous deux. 

• Un pape. * Ayant envie. • En ce moment. 

^ lis fortirent d'un vallon ou ils ^talent. ^ Un corps de troupes. 

> Rex ipfe Haraldus pedes, juxta vexillum fuum cum fratribus fuis duobus ftabat. — 
Higden's Polychronicon^ Lib. vi. p. 286. Ed. Thomas Gale^ Oxon^ 1 691. 

« Orderscus Vitalis ftates that the fpot where the battle was fought was anciently called 
Senlac. That word certainly founds very like French, and as originating in the blood 
which flowed there : but his expreffion has been thought to carry the antiquity of the name, 
in his opinion at leaft, much earlier than the date of the battle. 
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Harold et Gurth 
difcutent la force 
dcB deux armees. 



Frayeur d*Ha- 
rold a la Toe 
d*on (econd 
corps d*arinee 
normand. 



Li Reis Heraut de luing les vit, 

Guert apela, ii li a dit : 

Frere, dift-il, u gardes tu ?* 

As tu li Dus qui vient v^u ? 

De cele gent ke jo vei la, 

La noftre gent nul mal n'ara ; 

II a poi gent a nos cunquerre, 

Mult ai grant gent en cele terre, 

Encore ai jo tuz cumbatanz 

Ke Chevaliers ke paifanz 

Par quatre foiz chent mil armez. 

Par fei, dift .Guert, grant gent avez, 

Maiz mult petit poife en bataille 

Affemblee de vilanaille. 

Grant gent avez en forquetot.y 

Mult creim Normanz h mult les dot ; ' 

Tuit cil ki vienent d'outremer 

Sont mult a craindre h ^ doter. 

Bien funt arm^, k cheval vunt, 

Nos maifnies d^folerunt.* 

Mult unt lances, mult unt efcuz. 

Mult unt haubers, helmes aguz. 

Mult unt glaives, mult unt efpees, 

Ars h faetes barbel^es ;^ 

Les faetes funt mult ifneles,^ 

Mult plus toft vunt ke arondeles. 

Guert, dift Heraut, ne t'efmaier,^ 

Dex nos pot bien, s'il volt, aidier : 

Ja par la gent ke jo la vei 

Ne nos eftuet* eftre en esfrei. 

Endementrez ^ ke il parloent 

De eels Normanz k'il efgardoent. 

Sort un altre cunrei plus grant, 

Emprez Taltre ferreement ; 
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A Troop formed in front, which King Harold efpy'd. 
And thus fpake to Gurth, when their ranks He defcry'd : — 

** Doft fee, Brother Gurth, where the Duke yonder comes ? 
" And the force of Our Foe in the diftance which looms ? 
" Little count do I make of what force I perceive, 
** Our Hoft, from fuch numbers, no hurt can receive. 
" Too weak is that Army to force Us to yield, 
" And not fit to cope with Our Men in the Field ; 
** For forty ten-thoufands I reckon here ftand, ""°^** ^ 

^ nameSy accord'- 

" Of Peafants and Knights, in defence of our Land ! " ^^"^^^ 

" My faith," anfwer'd Gurth, " tho' your numbers are great, 
" Thefe Serfs in the Combat can have but fmall weight. 
" Of Churls in frieze kirtles, full many are here, 
" But knowing their prowefs, thefe Normans I fear. 
" All thofe who have come with the Duke over Sea, . 

Are men to be dreaded, as foon we fhall fee. 

Well arm'd are they all, and well hors*d, and I dread. 

That under their Hoofs, they our People will tread. 
" Many Lances are there, — Men with Hauberk and Shield, 

And Cafques on their Heads, and who Glaive or Sword wield. 

And many an Arrow will fly in this Fight, 
** Outftripping the Swallow in fwiftnefs of flight." 

Brother Gurth," Harold faid, ** be thou not difmay'd, 

For God, if fo pleafe Him, can grant Us His aid. 
" Of the Foe I here fee, who as yet have drawn near, 
" The Force feems fo weak, that there's little to fear." 

While the Brothers thus fpake of the Normans in view, 
A fecond Troop forth from the main Body drew. 









ii 



* Ou regardes-tu ? ' En habits de payfen, fans armure, cotte, ecu ni haubert. 

* Je crains beaucoup les Normands, et je les redoute. ■ Fouleront aux pieds. 
^ Fleches garnies de plumes, fleches empennees. ® Legeres, promptes. 

** Ne t'inquiete. • Ne nous fiiut. ' Pendant que. 
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A une part del champ tornerent, 
E fi k*as altres s'afemblerent. 
Heraut les vit, fi les garda, 
Guert apela, £i li moftra : 
Guerty dift-il, nos anemiz creiiTent ; 
Chevaliers vienent et efpeilTentyS^ 
Mult part en vient, grant poor ai ; 
Unkes maiz tant ne m'efmaai,^ 
De la bataille ai grant fr^or, 
Mi cors en eft en grant poor. 
Reproches de — HeHiut, dift-il, Hial efpleitas 

ion nere* 

Quant de bataille jor nomas ; 

Co peife mei ke cha venis 

E k'a Lundres ne remainfis»^ 

U a Londres u a Winceftre, 

Maiz ore eft tart^ ne pot maiz eftre. 

Sire frere, Heraut a dit, 

Cunfeil ariere velt petit ; 

Desfendon nos fe nos poon^ 

Ne fai mez altre garifonJ 

Se tUy dift Guerty a Lundres fufles, 

De vile en vile aler p^uftes, 

E ja li Dus ne te qu^rift,^ 

Engleiz dotaft h tei cremift ; 

Ariere alaft u paix feift, 

E tes regnes te remainiift. 

Unkes creire ne me volfis, 

Ne ne preifa 90 ke jo dis ; 

De la bataille jor m^is 

E a eel jor terme aflKis, 

E de ton gr^ fi le quefis.^ 



■ Epaiffiflent, augmentent. ^ Jamais je n'eus tant d*inqui^tude. 

' Ne reftas. J Je iCy fais point maintenant d'autre remede. 
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Compadt as the other, they mov'd o'er the Field, 
But on other point marching, fronted and wheeled. 
More in numbers they were, — and like the firft Band, 
When a point they had gained, there they took up their iland. 

This move Harold watch'd, — and He turned Him about. 
Calling Gurth, — and this Troop of the Foe pointed out. 

" Mark well, Gurth,'* He faid, " how in numbers they grow, 

* And the vaft force of Knights that there be with the Foe. 

* From all fides they gather, — I feel a difmay 

* Such as yet I ne'er felt, for refult of the day ; 

* For never as now, when the Combat drew near, 

* Did my heart own a thought of mifgiving or fear ! " 
" Yea, ill was it done. Brother Harold," Gurth faid, 

* When compadt to fight on fix'd day, was thus made ; 

* For had'ft thou in London, or Winchefter, ftay'd, 

* This crifis of War might have ftill been delay'd. 

* Too late is it now, — with the Foe we defy'd, 

* Here, and now, muft the chances of Battle be try'd." 
" Sir Brother," faid Harold, " it boots not at all, 

* Thy counfels erft given, fo late to recall ; 
' Since no other Ififue doth fortune afiford, 

* Let Us truft to our right, and the edge of the Sword ! " 
But Gurth ftill repeated, — " Thy duty was clear, 

* From London to ftir up the Towns in our rear ; 

* No purfuit by the Duke would have ever been made, 

* Mifdoubting the Englifh, and of you afraid. 

^ Either he to his Land a retreat would have beat, 

* Or fought an arrangement, and ofFer'd to treat. 

* Thus kept You your Kingdom ; but this my Advice 

* Was flighted, and, therefore, you now pay the price. 

* Free of choice, — Thy wifties, no Soul durft oppofe, 

* And this is the day which for Battle you chofe !" 



^ Ne te chercherait. * Ainfi le deinandas. 
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On voit paiaitre 
letroiueme corps 
d*anneey com- 
mande par le 
due. 



Frayeur et re- 
pentir d*Harold. 



Guert, dift Heraut, por bien le fis ; 

Jor li aflis a famedi, 

Por 90 ke famedi nafki ; 

Ma mere dire me foleit"* 

Ke a eel jor bien m'aveindreit. 

Fol eft, dift Guert, ki en fort creit, 

Ja nul prudhoem creire n*i deit, 

Nul prudhoem ne deit creire en fort. 

A fon jor a chefcun fa mort ; 

Tu dis ke famedi nafkis, 

A eel jor pos eftre occis. 

Atant eft forfe^ une cumpaigne 

Ki covri tute la champaigne ; 

La fu li gonfanon levez, 

Ki de Rome fu aportez ; 

JoAe® Tenfuigne ala li Dus : 

La fu li mielx, la fu li plus ; 

La furent li boen Chevalier, 

Li boen vaffal, li boen guerrier ; 

La furent li gentil baron, 

Li boen archier, li boen geldon, 

Ki debveient li Dus garder, 

Et entur li debveient aler. 

Li garchon h Taltre frapaille,? 

Ki meftier n'orent en bataille, 

Ki le menu herneiz garderent, 

De verz un teltre^ s'en tornerent. 

Li proveire h li orden^*^ 

En fom un tertre funt monte 

Por Dex pr^ier e por orer, 

E por la bataille efgarder. 

Heraut vit Willame venir, 

E li chams vit d'armes covrir, 

E vit Normanz en treiz partir,» 
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" Nay, Gurth," anfwer'd Harold, " 'twas beft, as I thought, 
" When I Saturday fix*d, for the Fight to be fought. 
" That day was I born, — and Our Mother did fay, 
" Good Fortune was link'd with my lot on that day.*' 

" Oh folly," cry'd Gurth, " thus in luck to believe ! 
" Wife men are not wont themfelves fo to deceive. 
" What man of found judgment relies on the Fates ? 
" His day hath each mortal, when Death for him waits. 
" Thou haft Saturday nam'd, as the day of Thy birth, 
" On that very day Thou may'ft mingle with Earth ! " 

Meanwhile, a third Body came fweeping alonjg. 
And hid all the Plain with their MafTes, and throng. 
The folds of the Standard from Rome there did fly, 
Duke William himfelf, to his Banner rode nigh ; 
And of Chivalry with him, the number was moft. 
And the braveft and beft Cavaliers of the Hoft. 
With him march'd his VafTals, thofe Warriors well try'd. 
And there too, his Barons did gallantly ride. 
While Archers and Spearmen, who form'd the Duke's Guard, 
Kept near him, all rifk from his Perfon to ward. 
The youths and the Suttlers, and men of that ftamp. 
In charge of fmall ftores, which they brought from the Camp, 
Took Poft on a Slope. — On another Hill's fide, 
Whence the tide of the Battle was clearly defcry'd. 
The Men of the Church, and the Priefts, took their place. 
And Orifons offered to God, for His Grace. 

Harold faw William's Hoft, how they cover'd the Plain, 
And watch'd how the Space 'twixt the Armies 'gan wane, 
Mark'd well how the Normans, three Bodies had form'd. 
And knew, that His Lines, on three points would be ftorm'd ; 



" Avait coutume de me dire. ° Sortie. ® Prcs. 

p Valetatlle, canaille. ** Tcrtrc. 

' Les pretres et ceux qui etaient dans les ordres. ' En trois fe divifer. 
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Harold ec Gurth 
fe placenC pres 
de retendardy au 
milieu de lenr 
^unille et de 
lean baroni. 



Les Anglais in- 
voauent Dieu et 
la lainte Croix. 



Ki de treiz parz voldrent finr ; 
Ne fai kels deie plus doter, 
A paine pout itant parler : 
Nos fomes, dift-il, mal bailli, 
Mult criem ke nos f<fioiis honi. 
Li quens de Flandres m'a trai ; 
Mult fis ke fol ke jeF cr^i, 
Kar par fon briefs m'aveit mande, 
E par meffaige zSinri 
Ke Willame ne porreit mie 
Aveir fi grant chevalerie ; 
Por 90, dift-il^ me fuiz targiez,"* 
Ke me fuis tant poi porchaciez ; ^ 
Qo peife mei ke ai fi fait.^ 
Sun frere Guert a fei a trait,* 
Miz fe funt jufte^ I'eftandart ; 
Chefcun prie ke Dex le gart. 
Envirun els lor parenz furent 
E li Baron ke il conurent ; 
Toz les unt prei^ de bien faire. 
Nus ne s'en pot d'iloc retraire ; ' 
Chefcun out fon haubert veftu, 
Efp^e ceinte, el col Tefcu ; 
Granz haches tindrent en lor cols. 
Dune il kuident ferir granz cols. 
A pi^ furent ferreement, 
Mult fe contindrent fierement ; 
Maiz s'il feuffent deviner 
Mult d^uffent plaindre h plorer 
Por la dolorofe advanture, 
Ki lor avint mult male e dure. 
Olicrojfe^ fovent crioent, 
E Godemite^ reclamoent : 
Olicrojfe eft en engleiz 



ii 
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His Spirit was troubrd, and fcarce do I know, 

Which Body He dreaded the moft, of the Foe. 

At length He found fpcech, — and in broken words faid : — 

« Evil Lot hath befall'n Us this day, We're afraid 
" Mifadventure impends ; — ^too much We believ'd 
** In that Count of Flanders ; — Our faith he deceived. 
** Fond folly it was, that We trufted one whit 
" To his Meffages, or to the Letters he writ. 
** Afllirance he gave, and led Us to expe<^, 
" That fuch Force as this, the Duke ne'er could coUedt. 

Relying on him, — ^preparations were ftay'd ; 

Now we bitterly rue that fo long We delayed ! " 

Where the Standard was planted,^ in midft of their Hoft, 
Gurth and Harold together now took up their Poft. 
The Barons flood round, and for God's help did pray, 
As there, with their Kinfmen, they flood in array, 
To do his devoirs, each the other befought. 
Since retreat there was none, and the Fight mufl be fought. 
Each Man had his Hauberk, and each a Sword wore. 
Shields brac'd on their necks, and great Axes they bore ; 
Dread death-dealing weapons. — Clofe order they took. 
All on foot, and mofl gallant and brave did they look. 
Perchance they had had other bearing and mien. 
If the Iffue of Combat they could have forefeen ; 
And their ranks had been fill'd with bewailing and dread, 
Had they known what a defliny hung o'er their head. 



* Sa Icttre. « Retarde. 

" Que jc me fuis fi peu prefle. ^ Cela me pefe d'avoir agi ainfi. 

" A tire. ^ Proche. 

* Retirer. » Holy crofs. 

^ God mighty^ Dieu puiilant ; ou God almighty^ Dieu tout-puiflant. 
' Rex ipfe Haraldus pedes, juxta vexillum fuum cum fratrtbus fuis duobus ftabat. — 
Higden's Polycbronicofiy Lib. vi. p. 286. Ed. Thomas Gale^ Oxon^ 169 1, 
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Let Nonnands 
les attaquent 
far titMf point!. 



et 



Preparatifi 
fignaux de la 
bataille. 



Ke^ fainte Croix eft en franceiz, 

E Godemite altretant 

Com en frenceiz Dex tot poifTant. 

Normanz orent treiz cumpaignies 

Por affaillir en treiz parties ; 

En treiz cumpaignes fe partirent/ 

E treiz cumpaignes d'armes firent. 

Li primiers e li fecund vint, 

E poiz li tiers ki plus grant tint : 

Co fu li Dus ovec fa gent ; 

Tuit alerent hardiement. 

Dez ke li dous oft® s'entrevirent, 

Grant noife e grant temulte firent ; 

Mult o'lffiez graifles^ foner 

E boifiness e cors corner ; 

Mult v^ifliez gent porfichier,^ 

Efcuz lever, lances drecier, 

Tendre lor ars, faetes prendre, 

Prez d'afTaillir, prez de desfendre. 

Engleiz a eftal^ fe teneient 

E li Normanz toz terns veneient. 

Quant il virent Normanz venir, 

Mult v^iffiez Engleiz fremir, 

Genz efmover, oft eftormir ; ^ 

Li uns rouir,^ li altres palir ; 

Armes feifir, efcuz lever ; 

Hardiz faillir, coarz trembler. 



Taillefer chante 
la chanfon de 
Roland. 



Taillefer, ki mult bien cantout, 
Sor un cheval ki toft alout. 



^ Ce que. ** Se diviserent. * Les deiix armees. 

^ Efpece de trompette mince et longue dont le (on etait fort aigu. 
> Buccines, trompettes. ^ Se ranger. ' En place. 

^ Le camp fe mettre en mouvement. ^ Rougir. 
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Holy Crofs 1 * as a War-cry, or Pray'r, they oft faid, 
And God The Almighty, invoked to their aid. 

Thefe Lines have recorded, and fhown in detail, 
How the Normans intended three points to aflail. 
Their Hoft in three Bodies was formed on that day, 
Each fep'rately marfhall'd, and ranged for the Fray. 
The firft and the fecond Corps, now advanced near, 
The third, and the ftrongeft, mov'd clofe on their Rear. 
The Duke in that Body came on, with his Force, 
All gallantly marching, and holding their courfe. 

As each Hoft to other its Ranks did oppofe. 
On both fides loud clamour and tumult arofe. 
Shrill braying of Clarions then fmote on the Ear, 
And fignals of Trumpets, and Horns, might you hear. 
Men hurry'd to take up their pofts, then were feen. 
Shields rais'd. Lances pois'd, and their fteely points (heen ; 
Bows were ftrung, and the Arrows to hand ready laid. 
For afTault or defence ev'ry Soul gave his aid. 

The Englifti ftood firmly, and faft, at their Poft, 
While the Normans advancing, mov'd on with their Hoft. 
Then a movement and ftir ran the Englifh ranks through. 
As nearer and nearer the Norman Force drew. 
Some felt their blood mount, — whilft others turned pale. 
The brave grafp'd their Arms, — Cravens fhook in their Mail. 

Then ^Taillefer,^ — ^far fam'd for his knowledge of Song, 
In front of Duke William came prancing along. 



♦ Holy crofs. M. de la Rue^s MS. reads " Alicort." 

^ Quidam vero nomine Taillefer, diu antequam coirent bellatores enfibus ja£tatis iudens, 
coram gente Anglorum, dum in eum omnes ftuperent, quendam Vexilliferum Anglorum 
interfecit. Secundo fimiliter egic. Tertio idem agens et ipfe interfe^us eft. — Henry of 
Huntingdon, Hj/f. Lib. vii. 

^ Biibop Guy, in his Carmen de helh Hafiingenft^ thus defcribes Taillefer, 

^* Incisor ferri mimus cognomine di£tus." 
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II reclame et 
obdent l*hon- 
near de frapper 
le premier coup. 



n tue an An- 
glais, en frappe 
un fecond, et la 
melee com- 
mence. 



Devant li Dus alout cantant 
De Karlemaine h de RoUant, 
E d' Oliver h des vafTals 
Ki morurent en Renchevals. 
Quant il orent chevalchi^ tant 
K'as Engleis vindrent aprifmant : 
SireSy dift Taillefer, merci, 
Jo vos ai lungement fervi. 
Tut mon fervife me debvez ; 
Hui fe vos plaift me le rendez. 
Por tut guerredun vos requier," 
E fi vos voil forment preier : 
Otr^iez mei, ke jo n*i faille, 
Li primier colp de la bataille. 
E li Dus refpont : Je Totrei.® 
E Taillefer point a defrei,P 
Devant toz li altres fe mift ; 
Un Engliez f<iri, fi Tocift ; 
De foz le pis^ parmie la pance 
Li fift pafier ultre la lance ; 
A terre eftendu Tabati, 
Poiz trait Tefpee, altre ftri, 
Poiz a crid : Venez, venez ; 
Ke fetes vos ? F^rez, f<irez. 



m 



He is there alfo called " hiftrio," but his finging is not mentioned. 

'* Hortatur Gallos verbis, et irritat Anglos ; 
Alte projiciens ludit et enfe fuo." 
An £ngli(hman ftarts out of the ranks to attack him, but is flatn by the ^' incifor ferri," 
who thus 

w — ^belli principium monftrat et efle fiium.'* 
^ Approchant. ^ Pour toute recompenfe, je vous demande. 

" Je Taccorde. p Pique au galop. ^ La poitrine. 

^ Et ftatim acies invicem ofienderunt cum cantilena Rolandi ex parte Normannorum 
inchoata. — Higden's Polychronicon^ Lib. vi. p. 286. Ed. Thomas GaUy Oxon^ 169 1. 
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He fung Charlemagne,— and the Song of Roland/ 
And of Oliver's death, — with his Vaffals and Band, 
Who at Roncefvalles® fell, in the far Spanifh Land. 

When thus in their march, near the Englifh they came, 
" A boon. Sire ! " cry'd Taillefer, ** for fervice I claim I 
** Long time have I ferv*d, — and the boon thou doft owe, 
" To grant me the grace that I ftrike the firft blow : 
" Other Guerdon I feek not, — ^but only this day, 
" That I deal the firft ftroke, that is dealt in the Fray." 

** Go,** anfwer*d the Duke, " thy requeft We concede." 
Then Taillefer dafh'd on, putting fpurs to his Steed. 
Careering in front of both Hofts, there he flew 
An Englifhman, whom with his Lance he pierc'd through. 
Full in front, on his Breaft, he inflicted the wound, 
And dying, his foeman was borne to the ground.^ 
Then drawing his Sword, he another ftruck down, 
Crying out to his Comrades, — " Come, come, and lay on ! " 



^ It has been contended that Wace mifunderftood Taillefer's fong, which the Latin 
hiftorians call ^ Cantilena RoUandi ;" and it has been further conjediured that what was 
meant was a fong of Rollo, or poffibly of Rognavald his father ; that out of this latter name 
the French minftrels formed RoUand ; and that Wace confounded him with Charlemagne's 
Paladin. See Sharon Turner's Hlftory of England i the Abbe de la Rue's late work, vol. 
!• 143 ; and M. Michel's Examen critique du roman de Berte aux grans pies^ Paris, 1832. 
We muft refer the reader to thefe authorities on the controverfy. T'he probability we 
mufl fay, however, appears to us to be, that the minftrelfy feleded by a French jugleor, to 
ftimulate the army, (great part of which was, in fa£l, &nStly French,) would be French, 
both in fubjed and language. Wace perfe£Uy well knew the race of jogleors and their 
themes, which he quotes ; as in the cafe of William Longue-efpee, of whofe deeds he fays, 
" a jogleors 01 en m'efFance chanter." 

9 It has been remarked, as fomewhat fingular, that Wace fhould omit a circumflance 
calculated to add to the poetic efFe£l of his ftory ; namely, Taillefer 's fleight of hand ex- 
hibition, related by other hiftorians as having been played off by him in front of the two 
armies. Perhaps Wace's abftinence, in this and other cafes which might be noticed, (after 
his hiftory reaches the boundary of more authentic evidence than his earlier chronicle had 
had to deal with,) is in £ivour of his credibility, under circumftances where he had the means 
of obtaining accurate information. 
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Dune Tunt Engleiz aviron^ ; 
Al fecund colp k'il out don^, 
Eis vos^ noife lev^ h cri, 
D'ambedui pars pople eftormi.' 
Normanz a aiTaillir entendent, 
E li Engleiz bien fe defendent ; 
Li uns fierent, li altres botent/ 
Tant funt hardi ne s'entre detent. 
Eis vos la bataille aiTembl^e, 
Dune eneore eft grant renom^e ; 
Mult o'lfiiez grant eorn^iz," 
E de lanees grant froifleiz,^ 
De maehues grant fer^iz,^ 
E d'efp^es grant ehapl^iz.* 
A la feie Engleiz ruferent, 
Et a la feie retornerent,y 
E eil d'ultre mer affailleient, 
E bien fovent fe retraeient/ 
crii de guerre Normanz eferient : Dex aie ; * 

dcfl deux annees. irt -ft x^ % r • 

lol gent englefehe : C/r** s elene : 

Lors v^iffiez entre ferjanz,^ 

Gelde^ d'Engleiz e de Normanz, 

Granz barates^ h granz medlees. 

Buz de lances h colps d'efp^es. 

Quant Engleiz cheient, Normanz crient, 

De paroles fe cuntralient, 

E mult fovent s'entre d^fient, 

Maiz ne fevent ke s'entre dient ; 



^ Voila. ^ Des deux parts, peuple en emotion. 

* Les uns frappent, les autres pouflent. ° Bruit des cors. "* Chocs. 

'^ Frappetnens. * Cliquetis. 

y Parfbis Anglais reculerent, et parfois revinrent en avant. " Se retirent. - 

■ Dieu aide. ^ Hors d*ici. *" Hommes de guerre. 
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As he combated thus, he was fairly hemm*d in, 

And fo did the ftorm of the Battle begin. 

Then the Cry and the Tumult of combat arofe, 

As the two Hofts prepared for the Shock, and the Clofe. 

While the Normans prefs'd onward, and made their Attack, 

The Englifh ftrove manfully, driving them back. 

There was cutting, and thrufting, and urging along. 

None fhrunk or hung back from the ftruggle and Throng. 

Lo the Battle was joined ! — and 'twas fought on that Plain, 
Which its glories and fame (hall for ever retain. 
Horns founded, and Lances were fplinter'd and crafli'd, 
On Helms, and on Bucklers, the weighty Clubs dafh'd ; 
Swords clafh'd, and the Englifh one while feem'd to yield. 
Then rally'd, and rufh'd back again to the Field. 
Oft the Normans advanced, and as oft they recoiFd, 
And were forc'd to retreat, by gallant Foes foil'd. 
" God aid ! " loudly rofe as the Norman War-cry ; 
" Out, out!*** cry*d the Saxon, in fcornful reply. 
Then, too, might be feen, how by Men of each fide. 
Feints of War, and main force, were alternately try*d. 
And Serjeants, and Footmen, with Lance or with Sword, 
Were thrufting or fmiting, as fpace might afford. 
When an Englifhman falls, then the Normans exult. 
And each fide the other by words doth infult. 
Defiance and challenge were oft made ; but each 
Knew not what his Foeman might mean by his fpeech. 



^ Gens de pied armes de lances, et quelquefois de batons ferres. * Rufes. 

^ Out. In the MS. of the Britifli Mufeum, a letter has evidently been erafed before 
*^ ut," the prefent reading. An addition to the text, which is found in the MS. 6987 of 
the Bib. Royale at Paris, feems to determine what word is meant : — 

Cou eft I'enfegne que jou di 
Quant Engles faient hors a cri. 
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Hardiz fierent, cuarz s'efmaient ; ^ 

Normanz dient k'Engleiz abaient,s 

Por la parole k*il n'entendent. 

Cil empierent e cil amendent, 

Hardiz fierent, cuarz gandifient 

Come hoems font ki efcremiflent.^ 

A raiTaillir Normanz entendent, 

E li Engleiz bien fe defendent, 

Hauberz percent et efcuz fendent, 

Granz colps receivent, granz colps rendent ; 

Cil vunt avant, cil fe retraient ; 

De mainte guife s'entre affaient.^ 



Us Nonnand» En la cHampaigne out un foff^ ; 

font repoufles 

ve« le fofle, Normanz Taveient adoflH ; 

au*ils avaient 

franc*>''- En belliant^ Torent paffe, 

Ne Taveient mie efgarde. 
Engleiz unt tant Normanz haile, 
E tant empeint e tant bote,^ 
El foife les unt fet rufer,"* 
Chevals e homes jambeter : ^ 
Mult veifiiez homes tumber, 
Li uns for li altres verfer, 
E trefbuchier et adenter;° 
Ne s'en poeient relever. 



' Se troublent. * Aboient, jappent. 

^ Les hardis frappent, les couarts s'elquivent comme gens eflrayes. 

' S'entre-attaquent. ^ En combattant. 

^ Et tant charges, et tant poufTes. ^ Reculer. 

" Tomber, culbuter. ® Tomber a dents, le vifage contre terre. 

^ Though the details vary much, all the hiftorians attribute great lo& to circumftances 
of this fort. fFiUiam of Poitiers diftinguifhes, — and perhaps Wace alfo meant to do fo, — 
between the fofle which guarded the Engliih camp, and other fofles into which the Nor- 
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" Thefe Saxon Dogs bark ! " faid the Normans, for they 
Little guefs'd what the tongue of thefe Strangers would fay. 

Whilft Cowards flood trembling, — the brave Man took heart, 
And if fome were bafe, — others play'd well their part. 
The craven in fpirit (hrunk back from the Fray, 
The brave bore the burthen and brunt of the day. 
Whilft Normans (how'd prowefs in urging th* Attack, 
The Englifh ftood firmly, and oft drove them back. 
Many Hauberks they pierce, many Bucklers they cleave, 
And return ftroke for ftroke, for the blows they receive. 
Some boldly pufh forward, while fome their Pofts yield, 
And oft changed the fortune of War, on that Field. 



Now the Normans advancing, to make their Attack, 
Had pafs'd o'er a Foffe* in the Plain, in their track. 
That FofTe, fcarcely noticed, they pafs'd without fear, 
So that while the Fight rag'd, there it lay in their Rear. 
Refiftance fo ftout did the Englifh here make. 
That a move in retreat muft the Norman Force take ; 
Horfe and Foot, to that FofTe were thruft back, pell mell. 
And there, in confufion, they ftumbled and fell. 
A crufh*d Mafs they lay, in that Trench on the Plain, 
And numbers funk down, ne'er to rife up again. 



mans fell in the purfuit. The Chronicle of Battle Abbey (MS. Cott. Dom. ii.), fpeaking 
of the principal foflfe, fays '^ quod quidem baratrum, fbrtito ex accident! vocabulo, Malfojftd 
hodieque nuncupatur.'' Benoit attributes great lo& to a report of William's fall, where- 
upon he, 

Son chef defarme en la bataille 

£ del heaume e de la ventaille. 
Count Euflace is here introduced by Benoit as flrongly exhorting the duke to efcape from 
the field, confidering the battle as lofl beyond recovery. He however rallies his men, and 
triumphs over the Englifh, whofe ranks had broken in the purfuit. No flratagem in this 
refpe^ is noticed by Benoit. 
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Deibrdre et car- 
nage des Nor- 
mandt dans le 
fefle. 



L'effiroiferepand 
panni les Talets 
qui gardaient les 
bagages. 



OdoOy eyeque de 
Bayeuxy calme 
leur frayeur. 



Odon revient 
dans la melee 
eocoarager et 
dinger les com- 
battana. 



Des Engleiz i moreit afez, 
Ke Normanz unt od els tirez.P 
En tut li jor n*out mie tant 
En la bataille occiz Normant, 
Com el fofle dedenz perirent, 
Co diftrent ki li morz virent. 
Vafletz ki as herneiz efteient, 
E li herneiz garder debveient, 
Voldrent guerpir tut li herneiz. 
Por li damage des Franceiz, 
K'el fofle virent trefbuchier, 
Ki ne poeient redrecier ; 
Forment furent efpoente, 
Por poi k'il ne s'en funt torne ; 
Li herneiz voleient guerpir, 
Ne faveient kel part garir.^ 
Quant Odes li boen corunez/ 
Ki de Baieues ert facrez/ 
Poinft, fi lor dift : Eftez, eftez ;^ 
S^iez en paiz, ne vos movez ; 
N'aiez poor de nule rien, 
Kar fe Dex plaift nos veincron bien. 
Ifli furent afl'^ur^, 
Ne fe funt mie remu^. 
Odes revint puignant" ariere 
U la bataille efteit plus fiere, 
Forment i a li jor valu, 
Un haubergeon aveit veftu, 
De for une chemife blanche/ 
L^^ fut li cors, jufte la manche ; 
Sor un cheval tot blanc feeit, 
Tote la gent le congnoifleit. 
Un bafton teneit en fon poing ; 
La \x v^eit li grant befoing. 
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Not few of the Englifh there, too, did death clafp. 
In the fatal embrace of fome Norman's lafl grafp. 
Nowhere in the field,^ or throughout the whole fight, 
Died fo many Normans,* as there fell in flight ; 
And corfe upon corfe, in that bloody Trench lay. 
As was feen, when they gathered the flain on that day. 

The Servitors, ftation'd the Harnefs to guard. 
O'er the Stores in referve, to keep watch and ward. 
When they faw fuch difcomfiture fall on the French, wace frequently 

•^ fo defignatet his 

And how they retreated, and fell in the Trench, countrymen. 

How powerlefs there, they were prefs'd more and more, 

Unable to ftand, or the Fight to reftore ; 

Were feiz'd with a Panic, and cafting about. 

They thought to feek fafety in Flight, and in Rout. 

When Odo, the Bifhop of Bayeux fo bold. 

Galloped up, crying out to them, — " Hold, my Men, hold ! 

" Fear nothing, and ftir not, (land faft, be at eafe, 

" We fhall yet win the Day, if The Lord it fo pleafe ! " 

Then they reaffur*d,— flood and watch'd the Strife wag'd, 
Whilfl Odo fpurr'd back, where the Fight hottefl rag'd. 

Gbod fervice he rendered that day in the Fight, 
In a Shirt of bright Mail, with Sleeves fitting tight, 
But large in the Waifl, o'er his Alb of pure white. 
Milk white was the Steed which the Bifhop beflrode, 
And ev'ry foul knew him, wherever he rode. 
No Weapon he bore, but a Staffs in his hand : 



P Ont entraines avec eux. *> Se mettre a Tabri, en fiirete. 

' Couronne, tonfure. ' Qui de Bayeux etait eveque. ' Reftez, reftez. 

" Galopant. "" Aube. "^ Large. 

' Ibi nimirum ut ferunt ferine xv millia perierunt. — Will. Calculi Gemmeticensis 
MoNACHi, Htft. Normannorum^ Lib. vii. p. 287. 

^ Tot ibi inimicorum conculcavere ut cumulo cadaverum planiciem campi aequarent. 
Continuation ofBedi — (anonymous)^ p. 333. Ed. Heidelberg^ 1587. 

* Baculum tenens j vide Tapeftry. 
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Les fucc^ font 
balances depuis 
neuf heares juf- 
<]u*i troit. 



Expedient em- 
ploye par les 
archers nor- 
raands poarfaire 
porter leurs 

fleches. 



Succes de cet 
expedient. 



Fafeit li chevaliers torner, 

E la les fafeit arrefter ; 

Sovent les fafeit affaillir, 

E fovent les fafeit ferir. 

Dez ke tierce del jor entra,^ 

Ke la bataille comen9a, 

De fi ke none trefpaffay 

Fuft fi de fi, fuft fi de la, 

Ke nus ne fout lequel veincreit, 

Ne ki la terre cunquerreit. 

De tutes parz fi fe teneient, 

E fi fovent fe cumbateient, 

Ke nus ne faveit deviner 

Ki debveit Taltre formonter. 

Normanz archiers ki ars teneient. 

As Engleiz mult efpez traeient,' 

Maiz de lor efcuz fe covreient, 

Ke en char ferir nes' poeient ; 

Ne por vifer, ne por bien traire, 

Ne lor poeient nul mal faire. 

Cunfeil priftrent ke halt traireient ; 

Quant li faetes defcendreient, 

De for lorteftes dreit charreient,* 

Et as viaires les ferreient.^ 

Cel cunfeil ont li archier fait, 

Sor li Engleis unt en halt trait ; 

Quant li faetes reveneient, 

De for les teftes lor chaeient, 

Chi^s e viaires^ lor per9oent, 

Et a plufors les oilz crevoent ; 



' Neuf heures du matin. 

' Tiraient tres epais aux Anglais. 

^ Et au vifage les frapperaient. 



^ Jufqu'a trois heures pafTees. 
* Sur leurs tetes droit tomberaient. 
^ Tetes et vifages. 
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He wheel'd the Knight's Squadrons, or fail bade them ftand ; 

Or if in their Order he mark'd a default, 

Caus'd the ranks to clofe up, and urg'd on th' affault. 



From nine in the Morn,^ when the Battle began, 
Till paft Three at evening, the Fight doubtful ran. 
None knew who fhould conquer, — or who the Land gain ; ^ 
So well match'd a Conteft, did both fides maintain. 
And Fortune kept balanced, throughout all the Field, 
That none might divine which Hoft would firft yield. 

Thick and faft though their Arrows the Norman Bows fend. 
The Shields of the Englifh their Bodies defend. 
And well as they Shot, fmall damage was wrought. 
On Men who to ward off fuch Weapons were taught. 

So the Bowmen took Counfel to (hoot to the Sky, 
That their Shafts falling down, with force, from on high, 
Might light on their Foe, as they flood there in Mafs, 
And ftrike on their Vizors, or through Helmets pafs. 

Thus acting, their Arrows were all upwards fent. 
And downward came pouring in vengeful defcent ; 
Heads and Faces were wounded, and Eyes were put out, 



^ Ab hori diei tertia ufque ad vefperam neutra parte cedente. — Higden's Polychronicon^ 
Lib. vL p. 286. Ed. Thomas Galiy Oxon^ 1591. 

Ab hori vero diet tertia uique ad no&is crepufculum adverfariis reftitit fortiffime. — 
William of Malmesbury, Hiji. EUenfu^ Cap. xliv. 

Sub bora diei tertia bellum commixit et in caedibus ab utraque parte morientium ufque 
ad no£tein protraxit. — Will. Calculi Gemmeticensis Monachi, Hijl. Normannorum^ 
Lib. vii. p. 287. 

7 The author of the continuation of Wace*s Brut it AngUterre^ fays, as to the duration 
of the battle, 

La bataille ad bien dure 

De prime dekes a la vefpre : 

Unkes home ne faveit 

Ki ferreit vencu, ne ki vencreit. 

z 
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Harold a Tceil 
droit crere d*une 
fl^che. 



Lei Normandf 
fuient pour at- 
tirer lei Anglais 
hon de leun re- 
tranchemeni. 



Ne n'ofoent les oilz ovrir, 
Ne lor viaires defcovrir. 
Saetes plus efpeflement 
Voloent ke pluie par vent ; 
Mult efp^s voloent faetes 
Ke Engleiz clamoent wibetes. 
lili avint k'une faete, 
Ki de verz li ciel ert chaete, 
Feri Heraut de fus Toil dreit, 
Ke Tun des oilz li a toleit ; 
E Heraut Ta par air traite,^ 
Get^e a les mains, fi Ta fraite/ 
For li chief ki li a dolu^ 
S*eft apui^ for fon efcu. 
For 90 foleient dire Engleiz, 
E dient encore as Franceiz 
Ke la faete fu bien traites 
Ki a Heraut fu en halt traite, 
E mult les mifl en grant orgoil, 
Ki al Rei Heraut creva Toil. 
Normanz aperchurent ^ virent 
Ke Engleiz fi fe desfendirent, 
E fi funt fort por els desfendre, 
Feti poeient for els prendre. 
Friv^ement unt cunfeilli^, 
Et entrels unt aparailli^ 
Ke des Engleiz s'efluignereient, 
E de fuir femblant fereient, 
Tant que Engleiz les porfivront 
E par les chams s'espartiront.^ 
Si les poeient defpartir,^ 
Mielx les porreient affaillir, 
E lor force fereit mult piere,^ 
Si porreient mielx defcunfiere. 
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They durft not look upward^ or turn them about, 
Nor lift up their Vizors, fo thick fell that Show'r, 
Like Rain, Tempeft driven, by Wind in its Pow*r. 

Then it chanc'd that an Arrow which fell from on high, 
Smote Harold The King, — ^and put out His right Eye. 
In His agony, wrenching the Point from the wound. 
He broke fhort the Shaft, — ^which He dafh'd on the ground ; 
Overcome with keen anguifh. His body all bent. 
His Head wrack'd with pain, on His Buckler He leant. 

So the Englifh oft faid, and to Normans ftill fay. 
That the Shaft was well fhot, which was (hot on that day ; 
For they deem'd that the Archer hfA done a proud thing, 
Whofe Arrow had put out the Eye of Their King I 



The Normans difcover'd, and found out at laft. 
That the Poft of defence which the Englifh held faft, 
Was fuch as their Force was unable to take ; 
And flight the impreflion thereon they could make. 
They agreed then, to feign a retreat from the Fight,® 
And concerted a movement in femblance of flight. 
They deem*d that the Englifh would follow, and thought. 
That if from their Lines to the Plain they were brought. 
There fpreading abroad, from their Ranks they would break, 
When ofFenfive return they, (the Normans,) could make. 
From their Works of Defence, if they once drew them out, 
The chance was far better to put them to Rout. 



** Par colere arrachee. • Brifec. ^ A caufe de la tete qui lui faifaic mal. 

B Que la fleche fut bien tiree. ** S^eparpilleraient. 

^ Defunir. ^ Beaucoup afFaiblie. 

8 Tunc Dux innuit fuis ut fugam fimularent. — Higden's Polychromcon^ Lib. vi. p. 286. 
Ed, Thomas GaUy Oxoriy 1691. 
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hu Angiaii let Si coiti U Torent dit, fi firent, 

pourfuiyent en t^ i« t> i • i /• • i 

letnuiant. E li Engleiz Ics pailwirent ;* 

Poi e poi™ vunt Normanz fuiant, 

E li Engleiz les vunt fuiant. 

Tant cum Normanz plus s'efluignierent, 

E li Engleiz plus s'aprochierent. 

Par Tefluignement des Franceiz 

Kuiderent h diftrent Engleiz, 

Ke cil de France s'enfueient, 

Ne ja mez ne retornereient. 

La feinte fuie les dechut. 

Par la fuie grant mal lor crut ; 

Kar fe il fe fuilent tenu, 

Ke il ne fe fuifent m^u. 

Mult fe fufTent bien desfendu, 

A grant paine fufTent veincu ; 

Maiz come fol fe defpartirent," 

E come fol les parfwirent. 

Mult v^ifliez par grant veifdie*^ 

Retraire eels de Normendie ; 

Lentement fe vunt retraiant 

Por fere Engleiz venir avant. 

Normanz fuient et Engleiz chacent, 

Lances aloignent, baches baucent. 

Quant il furent bien efbaudi^ 

E par la cbampaigne efparti, 

Engleiz les aloent gabantP 

E de paroles leidiffant.^ 

CuarZy font-il, mar' i veniftes, 

Ki no3 terres aveir volfiftes ; 

Noftre terre aveir kuidaftes, ' 

Folz fuftes quant vos i entraftes ; 

Normendie vos iert trop luing, 

N'i vendrez mie ^ eel befuing ; 
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They did as they fchem'd, — ^and the plan bore its fruit, 
For the Englifh were tempted to move in purfuit. 
By little and little, the Normans drew back. 
While the Englifh purfuing, came hard on their track. 
And juft as the Norman Hoft march'd to their Rear, 
The Englifh came on, prefling more and more near. 
And deeming the French in Retreat from the Field, 
Already repuls'd, and beginning to yield. 
They fhouted aloud, as they rufh'd o'er the Plain, 
They ne'er would return to the Combat again. 

Thus the Stratagem took, and misfortune befell, 
Thofe trufling this femblance of Flight, all too well. 
If th* Englifh their Pofl of advantage had kept. 
Nor rafhly purfuing, their Breaflwork fo left, 
They had flill held their own, nor fuffer'd Defeat, 
Which now in their Folly they went forth to meet. 

Deliberate and flow,— mov'dnvith caution and care, 
Still femblance of flight, did the Norman Hofl bear. 
Their Stratagem, none of the Englifh divin'd, 
And Axe or Lance brandifhing, prefs on behind. 
Exulting, they fcatter abroad on the Plain, 
Nor longer from taunts, and from Infults, refrain. 

** Bafe Cowards !" they fhouted^ ** who came here to thieve, 
" Our Lands, and our Chattels, to harry and reeve, 
" Evil waits ye ! — O Fools, who from Normandy's Shore 
" Came here, from a Land which ye ne'er fhall fee more ! 
" Far, far are your Homes, and your Greed, and your Will, 

Comport not with means fuch as yours to fulfil ! 

Little boots your retreating, — unlefs ye can fly. 

For wide yawns the Ditch where the Leap ye mufl try ! 






* Les pourfuivirent. ° Peu a peu. 

■ Sc feparcrent. ^ Rufe, artifice. p Plaifantant. 

^ Offenfant. ' A la male heure, mal a propos. 
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Les Normands 
s*arretent et font 
volteface. 



Nouvelle melee. 



Exploits d'un 
guerrier anglais. 



Nient iert mez d'arri^re aler ; • 

S*a un faut n'i poez voler. 

Filz h filles perduz avez 

Se la mer tote ne bevez. 

Cil efcotoent ^ foffreient ; 

Ne faveient ke il difeient, 

Co lor ert vis k'il glatifleient,' 

Kar lor langage n*entendeient. 

Al arefter et al torner 

Ke Normant voldrent recovrer, 

Oifliez Baronz rapeler, 

E Dex die en halt crier. 

Lor erre^ unt Normanz repris, 

Torn^ lor funt emmi le vis ^ 

Dune v^ifliez Normanz torner, 

E es Engleiz entremefler ; 

Li uns li altres encuntrer, 

E eels ftrir h eels boter.'^ 

Cil fiert, cil faut,* cil fuit, cil chace, 

E cil ailbme, e cil manace ; 

Normanz encuntre Engleiz s'areftent, 

E de ferir Normanz s*apreftent. 

Mult v^ifliez par plufurs places 

Beles fuies e beles chaces ; 

Grant fu la gent, la place l^e,y 

Eftur efpez,' dure mefl^e ; 

De tutes parz bien fe cumbatent, 

Granz funt li colps, bien s'entrebatent. 

Bien le fafeient li Normant, 

Quant un Engleiz vint acorant ; 

En fa cumpaigne out chent armez, 

De plufors armes atornez. 



' Cela ne nous fervira de rien d'aller en arriere. 



' Qu*ils aboyaient. 
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" Unlefs when ye reach it, — ^ye drink up the Sea, 

" Your Sons and your Daughters no more fliall ye fee I ** 

The Normans bore all, — nor indeed did they know, 
The import of that which was faid by their Foe ; 
Nothing more was convey'd to their Ears, by fuch founds, 
Than had they been only the baying of Hounds. 

'* Dex aie I " (God to aid,) now the Norman Chiefs fhout, 
'Tis the fignal to halt, — and to face right about. 
For the moment is come, when the Normans once more 
Turn (harp on the Foe,^ — and their Order reftore ; 
Prepared once again to effay Battle's brunt. 
Their clofe ferry'd Maffes the Englifh confront. 
This Norman Manceuvre foon brought on a clofe. 
And betwixt the two Hofts a frefli Combat arofe. 

There they cut, and give point, — Blows fall falfe or true, 
And fome fly the Conteft, whilft others purfue. 
Here Weapons are flafhing, — and here ftriking home, 
And Norman, and Saxon, alike, meets his Doom. 
Whilft hither and thither, the many-fac'd Fight 
Sways fitfully, changing with Fortune or Might. 

Who (hall tell all the Deeds, or the chances declare. 
Which in that Battle Field, fell to either Hoft's ftiare .? 
Or the Epifodes fing, which in Combat fo vaft. 
And ftruggle fo deadly, on either fide paft } 
In all parts, the Fight is with Fury maintained. 
Dread the Prefs, — dread the Blows on both fides exchanged ! 

The Normans fought bravely, — when fending the Throng, 
With northern Axe arm'd,^ with a Blade a foot long ; 



" Leur route. " lis fe font alors tournes en face d*eux. ^ PoufTer. 

* Manque fon coup. ' Large. ' Le combat epais. 

^ Normanni enim converfis ordinibus reverii difperfos adoriuntur et in fugam cogunt. 
Continuation of Bede — {anonymous). Ed, Heidelberg^ ^587- 
' ** Hache norefche." See note previous, at page 145. 
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Hache norefche* out mult bele. 
Plus de plain pi^ out Talemele,^ 
Bien fu arm^ a fa maniere^ 
Grant ert e fier, o bele chiere. 
En la bataille el primer front. 
La u Normanz plus efpez font. 
En vint faillant plus toft ke cers ; ^ 
Maint Normant mit li jor en vers 
Od fa cumpaigne k'il aveit. 
A un Normant s'en vint tot dreit, 
Ki arm^ fu for un deftrier ; 
Od la hache ki fu d'acier, 
El helme ferir le kuida,^ 
Maiz li colp ultre efcolorja ;* 
Par devant Tarcon glac^ia^ 
La hache ki mult bien trencha ; 
Li col del cheval en travers 
Colpa k'a terre vint li fers,« 
E li cheval chai avant 
Od tot fon meftre a terre jus.^ 
Ne fai fe cil le f<fri plus, 
Maiz li Normanz ki li colp virent, 
A grant merveille s'efbahirent. 
L'afTalt aveient tot guerpi, 
go^rL* """* Quant Rogier de Montgomeri 

Vint poignant,' la lance beiffie ; 
One ne leifTa por la coignie 
K'il aveit fus el col lev^e, 
Ki mult efteit lone enhanft^e,^ 
Ke il Engleiz ii ne ferift, 
K'a la terre platir^ le fift ; 
Dune s'ecria : Ferez, Franceiz;™ 
Noftre eft li champ for les Engleiz. 
Dune v^ifliez dure mediae, 



II eft tue par 
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To the Van of the Combat a Saxon made way. 
With a hundred Men round him in Battle array. 
He was ftalwart and ftrong, and good Armour wore. 
And proud were the Prefence and Mien that he bore. 
Where Normans flood denfeft^ he prefs'd to the Van, 
And fwift as a Stag, through the medley he ran. 
There he and his Men ply'd their Weapons fo well. 
That many a Norman beneath their ftrokes fell. 

Fierce AfTault on a well-mounted Norman he made, 
And a ftroke with his Axe at his Helmet eflay'd. 
But the Blow glanc'd afide, — and defcending with force. 
Smote in front of the Saddle, the Creft of the Horfe. 
So trenchant the Blade, that it fever'd the Neck, 
Nor till it ftruck Earth, did its fweep meet a check ; 
Horfe and Rider fell prone, — ^but I do not well know. 
If th' Englifhman ever repeated his Blow. 
The Normans who faw it, — amaz'd at fuch Feat, 
Gave o'er the AfTault, and prepared to retreat. 
But Roger Montgomeri, marked well the Deed, 
And couching his Lance, he put Spurs to his Steed ; 
Little heeding the Axe which the Saxon fwung round. 
He fmote, and he pierc'd him, — and bore him to ground. 
Then he cry'd to his Comrades, ** Strike, Frenchmen, amain ! 
" Yet, yet o'er thefe Englifh the day will we gain ! " 

Then again did the Tide of the Battle run high, 
And Death's work afrefh did the Sword and Lance ply. 
Undaunted the Englifh their ground flill maintain. 
And flay the good Steeds, — cleave the Bucklers in twain. 
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* Du nord. 

^ Plus vite qu*un cerf. 

• Vacilla. 

< Le fer de la hache. 

' Galoppant, piquant des deux. 

' S^etendre, fe coucher. 



^ Lc fer. 

^ II crut le firapper fur le cafque. 

' Glifla. 

^ Refta couche. 

^ Emmanchee. 

^ Fran^ais, frappez. 
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Un Fnnjaii tne 
denx gaerrien 
anglaity qui fai- 
ikient un grand 
carnage dani les 
rangt normandt. 



Maint colp de lance h maint d'efp^e. 

E v^ifliez Engleiz desfendre, 

Chevals tuer et efcuz fendre. 

Un fold^ier i out de France 

Ki fu de noble cuntenance, 

Sor un cheval lift merveillos ; " 

Dous Engleiz vit mult orguillos, 

Ki s'efteient acumpaigni^ 

For 50 ke bien erent preifie.^ 

Enfemble debveient aler, 

Li uns debveit Taltre garder, 

En lor cols aveient levies 

Dui gifarmesP lunges h l^es ; 

As Normanz fefeient granz mals. 

Homes tuoent h chevals. 

Li fold^ier les efgarda, 

Vit li gifarmeSy fi dota ; 

Son boen cheval perdre cremeit,*! 

Kar 90 ert li mielx k'il aveit ; 

Volentiers altre part tornaft, 

Se cuardife ne femblaft, 

Maiz toft fu en altre pen£^. 

Sun cheval a efperun^ ; 

Poinft li cheval, li frein lafcha 

E li cheval toft le porta. 

For la crieme des dous gifarmes 

L'efcu leva par les ^narmes : ' 

Un des Engleiz feri tot dreit, 

Od la lance ke il teneit, 

Soz li menton en la petrine ; 

Li fer pafTa parmi Tefchine. 

Endementrez ke il verfa,* 

Sa lance chai h froiffa, 

Et il a le gibet^ feifi, 
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A Soldier there fought who in France had his birth. 
Of right noble Mien, and a Warrior of worth. 
A Steed of pure blood on that day did he ride. 
And mark'd how two Saxons were moving in pride ; 
Who as Brothers in arms, were together allied. 
Together they battled, and fought in the Field, 
Each bound him the other from danger to (hield. 
With long-hafted Axes, they both of them fought. 
And dread was the flaughter of Normans they wrought. 
Men and Horfes they flew, — ^and beholding their force. 
The Soldier felt fear, for the fate of his Horfe. 
'Twas the beft Steed he had, — and if without ftain 
To his name and his honour, elfewhere on the Plain, 
His arms he might turn, right glad had he felt ; 
But briefly fuch thoughts in his noble foul dwelt. 
So fpurring, and giving his good Steed the Rein, 
Who gallantly fwept in career o'er the Plain ; 
With broad Shield held firm, on his flalwart left Arm, 
As defence againfl blows from the Saxon Gifarme ; 
With the point of his Lance, which he carry'd in reft. 
He fmote the firft Engliihman full on the Cheft. 
Right through did the Weapon its vengeful courfe take, 
And back as he fell, in his Body it brake. 
Then grafping his Mace, he the other laid low. 
With fkuU battered in by the force of the Blow I 



» II etait fur un excellent cheval. ** Eftimes. 

P Deux pertuifanes. *» Craignait. 

' Par les courroles. • Au moment qu*il tomba. 

* La mafle d'armes. 
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Ki a fun deftre bras pendi ; 
L'altre Engleiz a f^ru a mont 
Ke tot li chief li cafle h font. 



JOGIER li viel, cil de Belmont, 
g Aflalt Engleis el primier front, 
\ A merveilles pris en i ont : 
B Co pert as eirs ki riches font ; " 

Bien poet Ten faveir as plufors, 

Ke il orent boens anceflbrs/ 

E furent bien de lor Seignors, 

Ki lor donerent tels ^nors. 

De eel Rogier en defcendant 

Vint li lignage de Mellant. 

Guillame ke Ten dit Mallet, 

Hardiement entrels fe met ; 



* Cela fe voit a les b&itiers, qui font riches. * AncStres. 

* A few names have already occurred, fuch as Fitz Osbbrn, Ralf db Conches, 
Walter. Giffart, Roger de Moktgomeri, the counts d'Ou and of Mortaik, Roger 
DB Beaumont, Turstin Fitz Rou, the fire de Dinan, Fitz Bertran db Pblbit, 
and AiMERi of Thouars. The only chiefs mentioned by the Latin hiftorians, and appa- 
rently omitted by Wace, are Eustace, count of Boulogne, and William, fon of Richard 
count of EvREUx. The cafe is doubtful as to Jeffrey, fon of Rotro count of Mortagne 
— conies Moritoniz; not to be confounded with Robert, count of Mortain — comes 
Moritolii. Jeffrey is perhaps mentioned by Wace ; fee our note below on Jeffrey db 
Maybnne. 

* Roger db Beaumont; fee as to him the former note, p. 33. Jf^lliam ofPeitlert 
ftates that he did not join the expedition, but remained in Normandy. According to that 
hiftorian and Ordericus Vitalisy the one prefent at the battle was Roger's fon — the ** tyro" 
Robert — who, by inheritance, took the title of count of Mellent. The BritiQi MuTeum 
MS. of Wace in faSt reads Robert i though the epithet " le viel " is not appropriate to 
his then age. By their alliance with the Fitz On>ems, the earls of Leicefter and Mellent 
acquired a ponion of the Norman lands of that family. In the Red book roll we have, 
*' comes Mell. 15 mil. et ad fervitium fuum 63 mil. et dim." " comes Leyceftr. 10 mil. 
de honore de Grentemefiiil, et ad fervitium fuum 40 mil. Idem 80 mil. et 4". pan. quot 
habet ad fervitium fuum de honore de Britolio : et bciet tantum quod honor fit duci et 
com. in Fales." 
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Here begins the Roll of The Norman Chiefs and their Deeds.* 

N the Battle's firft rank, and affaulting in front. 
Rode Roger* the old, who was Lord of Belmont. 
The wealth of his Heirs, affords proof to this day. 
What value was fet on his worth in the Fray. 

For well may we know, that they came of good blood, 

Who fo high in grace with their Suzerain flood. 

From him fpring the Mellants, — ^fo richly endowed, 

And, with juflice, of Roger their Anceflor proud. 

William Malet,* fo nam'd for his prowefs and might. Qua hoftet in 

T^/i«t/* t/n- t 1 /•< -r^- t Pnelio contun- 

Dafh d fearleflly into the heat of the Fight ; Cerent ut jmo/- 



^ In reference to this Chieftain we find in the Appendix to Lanfranc : — 

^ Clariffima apud Caletes familia Maletana unde et illud Gallicum proverbium, 

^^ Les Malets, et le Marteaux 
*' Sont les plus nobles de Caux/' 

i. e. ^^ The family of Malet is of the greateft note in the county of Caux, whence the 
French proverb, &c.** 

William Malet received from the Conqueror large grants of land, for his fervices at 
Haflings. 

In Domefday^ it is ftated that he fixed his refidence at Eye in Suffolk, where his fbn 
Robert afterwards founded a monaflery of the Ciftercian order. 

This Robert held in capite 298 Lordfhips, or the greater part of fo many : — ^there are 
alfb numerous entries in Domefday^ of lands held by his mother, and by his brothers 
Durand and Gilbert. 

William Malet muft have died during the compilation of Dome/day j for under Cidiftan^ 
Com, Suffblky vol. ii. p. 332^. is this notice : — 

*^ Ex hoc erat feifit : W. Malet, quando ivit in fervitium Regis, ubi mortuus efl/' 

i. e. ^^ W. Malet was feized of this place (Cideflan), when he proceeded on the kmg's 
fervice, where he died." 

William of Poitiers and Ordericus Vitalis flate that William Malet was charged with 
the burial of king Harold's body after the battle of Haflings; for which, fee Appendix* 

The family of Malet de Graville, ftill exifling in France, — and that of which the 
Tranflator is twenty-third in lineal deicent in England, — derive their origin from this com- 
panion of the Conqueror.— *A. M. 
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n eft (kuTe par 
les fires de Mont- 
fort etdeVieaz- 
Pont. 



Raront du Beffin 
et da Cotentin. 



Neel de Saint- 
Sauveur. 



Od Tefp^e ki resflambie,'' 
As Engleiz rent dure efcremie ;* 
Maiz fon efcu fi eftroerent,^ 
E fon cheval foz li toerent, 
Et il meifme ^uflent mort. 
Quant vint li fire de Monfort 
Et Dam Willame de Vez-Pont ; 
Od granz maifnies ke il ont 
Le refcotrent' hardiement. 
Mult i perdirent de lor gent ; 
Mallet firent monter maneiz * 

« 

Sor un deftrier tot freiz. 
Bien firent eel de B^efiin, 
E li baronz de Cofiientin^ 
E N^el de Saint-Salv^or 
Mult s'entremet d'aveir Tamor 



^ Qui refplendit. * Efcrime. ' Percerent. 

* Le delivrerent. * Sur-le-champ. 

^ MoNTFORT suR RiLLB, arrondifleinent of Pont-Audemer. Four lords of this place 
fucceffively bore the name of Hugh. It is prefumed the conqueror's attendant was Hugh 
II. — (on of Hugh '^ with the beard/' (the fon of Turftan de Baftenberg.) He was one 
of the barons to whom William, when he vifited Normandy in 1067, left the adminis- 
tration of juftice in England. The fite of the caftle is ftill vifible near the bourg of 
Montfort. Mem. Ant. Norm. iv. 434. Dugdale's Baronage^ and the Introd. to Domef- 
day^ i. 454, treat Hugh ^< with the beard" himfelf as having been William's attendant. 
See the pedigree prefixed to WiiFen's Hijiory of the Rujfills^ and that in Ducbefne, 
In the Bayeux Inqueft of 1133 {Mem. Ant. Norm, viii.) ^^ Hugo de Monteforte tenet 
feodum viii mil." The fame appears in the Red book roll ; where we alfo find ^* de honore 
de Monteforte 21 mil. et dim. et duas partes et 4™. part." with other particulars. 

^ Dam, or Dan — Dominus — is often ufed by Wace. Robert, not William, lord of 
ViEUXPONT, appears to have been at Haftings. In 1073 he was fent to the refcue of Jean 
de la Fleche. He came probably from Vieuxpont-en-Auge, arrondifTement of Lifieux. 
The name, afterwards written Vipount, is known in Englifli hiflory. A. L. P. In the 
Red book roll ^^ Fulco de Veteri Ponte 2 mil. et ad fervitium fuum 10 mil. et quartam 
partem." ** Willmus de Veteri Ponte 2 mil. et ad fervit. fuum xi mil. et 4 part." 

» The Brit. Mus. MS. reads " cil de Beeffin," not eels. If this be corred, Wace may 
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With his bright flafhing Sword, in the Ranks of the Foe, 
Deflrudtion he wrought, — ^many Saxons laid low. 
Nor fcathlefs himfelf, — ^for his Buckler was cleft. 
And the good horfe he rode, of his life was bereft. 
As proftrate on Earth, fore befet, there he lay. 
His Comrades beheld the Foe clofe round their Prey ; 
De Montfort* bore down, through the thick of the prefs, 
De Vipont^ too, aided his Friend in diftrefs. 
Fierce there grew the Conteft that rag'd all around. 
O'er the Chief as he lay, 'neath his Steed, on the ground. 
Many Men did they lofe, — but the Norman attack 
Succeeded — and Malet (the Foe driven back) 
Was gallantly refcu'd, and rais'd from the Plain, 
Remounted, and join'd in the Combat again. 



Good fervice was done by the Men of Veflin,^ 
Nor lefs by the Barons of Coftentin. 
And N^el of St. Sauveur,® his prowefs put forth. 
To win his Lord's grace and fhow what he w^ worth. 



here mean the vifcouiit of the Beffin, Ranoulf de Bricasart, whom we have met at 
Valdefdunes. 

^ Wace's annotator, M. Le Prevoft, is incredulous as to the h,& of Neel de Saint 
Sauveur-le-vicomte (near Valognes) having been at the conqueft. He was baniflied after 
his rebellion at Valdefdunes, and was fubfequently pardoned, as his fiimily afterwards held 
his eftates ; but no particulars or time are known. His prefence at Haftings is vouched by 
no one elfe ; not even by Brompton's lift, where Sanzaver feems a variation of Saunzaveir 
or Sans-avoir, a family which fettled in England. See M. de Gerville's Recherches, in 
Mem* Ant, Norm. Dome/day is filent ; but this does not appear concluflve, as he might 
have died in the interval ; and M. de Gerville quotes on the fubjed M. Odolent Defiios, 
Hiji. iTAlenfony i. 149 ; where it is ftated, though without quoting the authority, that 
Neel was killed in 10749 in battle near Cardiff. The laft Neel de St. Sauveur died in 
1092 ; as appears by an account of his relation, bifhop JefFery de Moubray's defire to attend 
his funeral : Mem, Ant. Norm. i. 286, ii. 46. One of his two daughters and heirefTes married 
Jourdain TefTon ; the other was mother to Fulk de Pratis ; Hardy's Rot. Norm. 16. 
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Le 6re 
Foageret. 



de 



Le btren de 
Ferrieres. 



Un Anglaia tne 
beaucoup de 
Nonnandt. 



E li boen gre de fon feignor ; 

AfTalt Engleiz o grant vigor, 

Od la petrine^ du deftrier 

En fift maint li jor trefbuchier, 

Et od Tefp^e al redrecier 

V^ifliez bien Baron aidier. 

Grant pris^ en out cil de Felgieres, 

Ki de Bretaigne out gent mult fieres. 

Henri li fire de Ferrieres, 

E cil ki dune gardout Tillieres ; 

Od eels Baronz grant gent s'afemble, 

Sor Engleiz fierent** tuit enfemble ; 

Morz eft u pris ki ne s*en emble ; * 

Tote la terre crole e tremble. 

De Taltre part out un Engleiz 

Ki leidifTeit mult li Franceiz ; 

Od une hache mult trenchant, 

Les alout mult envaiffant. 



^ Poitrail du cheval arme de fer. ^ Recompenfe. 

^ Frappent, chargent. * Qui ne s'en derobe. 

^ Raoul, fon of Main, fecond of the name, lord of Fougeres in Brittany. He, or a 
fecond Raoul, founded Savigny in 1 112. A Ralf held large pofleffions in England at 
Domefday } and a William held in Buckinghamfhire ; Introd, Dtmefday^ i. 418. 

^ Henry lord of St. Hilaire de Ferrieres, arrondiflement of Bernay, (on of Walkelin 
de Ferrieres. The fite of the caftle is ftill vifible. In England, Henry de Ferrieres 
received the caftle of Tutbury, and other4arge eftates ; fee the Introd. Domefday^ u 418, 
and the Ferrer's pedigree in Dugdale's Baronage. In the Red book roll, ** Walkelinus de 
Ferrariis 5 mil. et ad fervitium fuum 42 mil. et 3 quartas— et 4 mil. cum plants armis." 

^ Gilbert Crespik was then lord of Tillieres, arrondiflement of Evreux. The 
building of the caftle is defcribed by Wace^ i. 335. He is confidered to have been a 
younger fon of Gilbert I. mentioned before by Wace, vol. ii. 3. 5 ; and muft not be con- 
founded with Gilbert earl of Brionne, guardian to the duke. In the Red book, ^* Gilbertus 
de Teuleriis 3 mil. et ad fervitium fuum 4 mil." With reference to this family, (embracing 
Turftin Fitz-Rou above mentioned, and William Crefpin, who will foon occur,) Mr. Gri- 
maldi has given in the Gentleman^ Mag. Jan. 1832, fome curious materials \ bearing alfo 
on the probable origin of the Marefchals. His pedigree is as follows : — 
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By his Courfer's broad Cheft, many Saxons, o*erthrown, 
Were crufh*d 'neath his H00&9 and to Earth trodden down ; 
And many a Baron, in peril of Life, 
Was fav'd by his Sword, in that murderous Strife. 

The Lord of Felgieres,^ alfo, won him great Fame, 
With his ftout Men at Arms, who from Brittany came. 
So likewife did Henry, the Sire of Ferrieres,' 
And the Seignor then Lord of the Lands of Tillieres.^ 
Thefe Barons great Forces together had brought. 
And charging the Saxon, together they fought ; 
Who fled not their onfet, was captur'd or flain. 
Earth trembrd and fhook, as they fwept o'er the Plain. 

Great damage the French from a Saxon befell 
With a keen cutting Axe, which he wielded right well ; 



Grimaldus, prince of Monacocy=CRisPiNA, daughter of Rollo.* 



:o=j=C 



Guido, of Giballinus. Heloife, of GujnessysCRisPiNUS, baron of 

Monaco. and Boulogne. I Bee. (Anfgothus.) 

. 1 J 1 — J , 

Herluin, abbot Gilbert Crespin I. Gao. Roger. Rollo, or 
of Bee. baron of Bee. Rou. 



William Gilbert MiloCres- Hesilia, Goisfrid Turstin 

Crespin Crespin II. pin (Domef- md. to W. de Beg or Fitz-rou 

(Haftings). (Haftings). day). Malet. Marescal (Domefday). 

/K /K (Domefday). ^ 

This pedigree differs, it will be foen, from the ufually received accounts, and in fome refpedls 
from the genealogy in the appendix to Lanfranci opera^ by D'Achery, which is (hown to 
be in error as to Hefilia Crefpin, being mother of W. Malet, by the charter of the 
monaftery of Eye, quoted in the note on W. Malet, in Appendix. 

• This is probably erroneous — and Crijpina was daughter of Pttpaa^ wife of Richard III. Duke of 
Normandy — not of KoUo and the lady of tYitfame name^ by whom Duke KoUo had federal children, though 
married to Ghijla^ daughter of the King of France. A. M. 

B B 
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Un chevalier 
normand Tabat 
et lui coupe le 
poing. 



Suites de leur 
combat. 



Un helme aveit tot fait dc fuft/ 

Ke colp el chief ne rec^uft ; 

A fez dras Taveit atachi^^ 

Et envirun fon col laci^, 

Un chevalier de Normendie 

Vit li forfeit h reftoltieg 

K'il alout des Normanz faifant ; 

Sor un cheval fift^ mult vaillant : 

Eve ne feu neP retenift, 

Se li fire bien le poinfift ; 

Li chevalier I'efperuna, 

E li cheval toft le porta. 

Sor li helme I'Engleiz ftri, 

De fuz les oils li abati^ 

Sor li viaire* li pendi, 

E li Engleiz fa main tendi, 

Li helme voleit fuz lever, 

E fon viaire delivrer ; 

E cil li a un colp don^, 

Li puing deftre li a colp^, 

E fa hache a terre chai> 

Et un Normant avant failli ; 

Od fes dous mainz Ta relev^e, 

Ke il aveit mult golofi^e ;^ 

Maiz mult li out corte dur^e, 

K41 Tout fempres cumper^e." 

Al beiflier*^ ke il fafeit 

A la hache ke il perneit, 

Un Engleiz od une coignie, 

Ke il aveit lungue emmanchie, 

L'a fi feru parmi li dos 

Ke toz li fet croiffir® les os ; 

Tote poet Ten v^ir Tentraille, 

E li pomon h li coraille. 



CONQUEST OF ENGLAND. 187 

A clean fweep he made ; — on his Head he had plac'd 
A Cafque made of wood, to his Surcoat well lac'd, 
And fo to the Collar the Helmet was bound, 
That his head and his neck were fecure from a wound.* 

Now a Knight of the Normans, the damage perceived, 
Which his Men at the hands of this Saxon received ; 
He was mounted that day on a high-mettl'd Steed, 
Which nothing arretted, when urg'd to his fpeed. 
So he gave him the Spur — and difcharging his Blow, 
He flruck at the Helm, on the head of his Foe. 
The ftroke drove the Cafque o'er the Englifhman's face. 
Who rais'd his hand, feeking the helm to replace ; 
But the Norman again, with a ftroke of his Brand, 
Struck (harply, and fmote off the Saxon's right hand. 
To Earth drops his Axe, and there as it lies 
A Norman ftoops down, and would feize it as Prize. 
With both hands he grafps it — but little he thought 
The coveted Weapon with Life muft be bought ; 
For juft as he bent him, to lift up the arm, 
A Saxon, who bore a long-hafted Gifarme, 
Struck him full on the Back, and the Spine did difpart 
That the ghaftly wound fhow'd the Lungs and the Heart. 

The well-mounted Horfeman had wheeled him about. 
And without any fcathe, from the Medley drew out. 
But he rode down, and trampl'd beneath his Steed's feet, 
A Saxon he chanc'd in his courfe back to meet. 



' Debois. 

« Eftoltie, eftultie ou eftotie, fignifie folic, imprudence. Ici ce mot parait employe 
pour majfacre^ ravage. 

^ Etait place. * I^e vifage. ^ Tomba. 

* Defxree. "* Payee, " Au mouvement de fe bailTer. 

® Lui fit craquer les os, les lui brifa. 

^ See note, page 147, as to the Englifh helmets. 
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ft 

Li chevalier al boen cheval 
S'en retorna ke il n*out mal ; 
Maiz un Engleis ad encuntr^, 
Od li cheval Ta fi hurt6, 
Ke mult toft Ta acravent^^ 
Et od li piez tot d^fole.<i 

Enumention de Li boCfl cit^ail dc RoeiXl 

gueriieii nor- ^ 

«*»<*•• Et la jovente de Caem, 

E de Faleife, h d'Argentoen, 
E d'Anifie, h de Matoen ; 
Cil ki ert fire d'Aubemare, 
E Dam Willame de Romare^ 
E li fire de Litehare, 
E cil de Touke h de La Mare, 
E li fire de Neauhou, 
Et un chevalier de Pirou, 



P Endommage. ^ Foule. 

* Anisv and Mathieu, two leagues from Caen. 

^ AuMALE or Albamale. See in the Archaohgia^ vol. 26, the materials furniihed by 
Mr. Stapleton for the pedigree of the family holding Aumale during the eleventh century. 
Unlefe Odo, count of Champagne, was married before this time, — as he probably was, — 
to Adelidis, niece of the conqueror (and daughter of Enguerrand, count of Pontbieu, and 
Adelidis his wife, mentioned before, page 44), and was then poflefled in her right of 
Aumale, we know no lord or holder of that fief at the conqueft. Is it probable that Guy 
her uncle, who was releafed two years after the battle of Mortemer, on doing homage to 
William, held Aumale during her minority, which poffibly extended to 1066 ? Either 
afTumption implies that Enguerrand's widow was then dead, or that fhe did not hold Aumale, 
or at leaft that fhe did not after her daughter's marriage. The charter printed in the 
Archaologia treats the widow as having fucceeded to the poflfeffion (whether from having 
dower in it, or as guardian of her daughter, does not appear), and her daughter as following 
her. Of courfe the mofl likely folution of this difficulty, and of Wace's vague flatement, 
is that he was ignorant of the .fadts ; in which he is not fingular \ Ordericus Vitalis alfo is 
incorred in his flatements as to the &mily. No particulars of the fief of Aumale are in the 
Red book ; the comes de Albamara being one of thofe, who ^* nee venerunt nee miferunt, 
nee aliquid dixerunt." 

^ RouMARE — RoUonis Mara— arrondifTement of Rouen. There were three Williams 
de Romare : — the firfl was earl of Lincoln ; the fecond was probably the one in pofTeffion 
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There fought in that Fight good men out of Rouen, The reader win 

If /-t /• recognise the 

And brave youths who came from the City of Caen. difficuwei of 

^ •' onnging chii lift 

The men of Falaife, and of Argentoen ; °^ °*"« Jn^° 

' O ' xftrjt or rkjme. 

From Anify many, and Men of Matoen^^ ^^^^ ^^^u 

The Sire of Aumale,^ and the Lord of Roumare/ S^S£ri^,%'^i^ 

And the Seignor then holding the Fief of Lithaire ;« Sl'adf "' 

With the Barons of Touques,^ and of De la Mare.^^ S^fy""fjSt 

The Sire of N^hou/^ — and a Knight of Pirou ;^* ho^^aIm.* 



when Wace wrote ; but the name of their anceftor, the lord who muft have held at the 
conqueft, was Roger. In the Red book roll, *^ Willmus de Romara 14 mil. in Romeis, 
apud novum mercatum : et ii dux mandaverit eum alibi, ibit cum 3 mil. vel cum 4.'' 

* Lithaire, commune of Haie-du-Puits, in the Cotentin, on the coaft oppofite 
Jerfey ; probably a Roman caftellum exploratorium, according to M. de Gerville, Re- 
chercbesj No. 39. He ftates that Lithaire formed part of the eftates of the Albinis ; but it 
appears that after having belonged to Eudo cum Capello (before, p. 35) it pafled to the 
Haies and Orvals in fucceffion, or poffibly to the latter at once ; fee fubfequent notes 
on thofe names. Poffibly M. de Gerville's error arofe from the family conne£lion between 
the Haies and Albinis ; Ralf de Haysl having married the daughter of William de Albini, 
pincerna. 

9 TouQUES, arrondiflement of Pont I'Evefque, at the mouth of the river fo called. 
In the M9naJlicon are found the names of Jourdain, Roger, Robert, and Henry de 
Touques. 

'<* Probably Hugh De la Mare. The family remained both in Normandy and England ; 
and is fuppofed to have fprung from the fief of La Mare, in the commune of Autretot, near 
Ivetot. A charter of St. Louis, of 1259, gives to Jumieges all that had £illen to that prince 
of the tenement of William Dela Mare, knight, and of other tenements in the valley of La 
Mare ; but the hiflorian of the abbey is ignorant where that valley was. A.L.P. Mr. 
Stapleton obferves, in corredion of this flatement, that the great fief of La Mare was at St. 
Opportune, arrondiffement of Pont Audemer; the^cafUe being built upon piles near the 
lake, IHll call Grand-mare. 

^* Nbhou, in the arrondiflement of Valognes — Neel's hou or hobn^ (place furrounded 
by water, or liable to be fo, as in this cafe) — " Nigelli humus^' in charters ; fee Gallia Chrijl, 
xi. This fief belonged to the Neel or St. Sauveur family, and afterwards pafTed to that of 
Reviers, and Revier»-Vemon ; with whom it remained till the end of the thirteenth 
century; fee M. de Gerville's Recherchesy No. 17. Either the &meperfon is again enu- 
merated below by Wace as Reviers ; or fome vafTal or junior member of the family held 
one of the fiefs at the conqueft. In the Red book roll, *' Richardus de Vernone 10 mil. 
de honore de Nehalhou, et ad fervitium fuum 30 mil. in Conftant : idem de com. Mort. 5 
mil : idem 16 mil. de honore Vernone, ad cuftodiam caftri de Vernone." 

" PiROU, near LefTay, in the Cotentin j fee M. de Gerville's Recherchesj No. 48. 
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Robert li fire de Belfou, 

E cil ki ert fire d'Alnou, 

Li chamberlenc de Tancharvile» 

E li fire d'Eftotevile, 

Et Wieftace d'Abevile, 

Et li fire de Magnevile, 

Willame ke Ten dift Crefpin, 

E li fire de Sain- Martin, 



WQliam de Pirou (igns as *^ dapifer " in a charter of Hen. I. A charter to Leflay in Gall. 
Chriji. (temp.' Hen. II. not Hen. I. as there called) names feveral lords of Pirou. See 
Introd. Domefdayy ji. 347. 

" Beaufoy, Beaufou, or Belfai — Bellus &gus. The fite of the caput of this barony 
is in the environs of Pont I'Evefque. The lords of Beaufou defcended in the female line 
from Ralf, count d'lvry, uterine brother of duke Richard I. The Beaufou of the conqueft 
is called Robert, both in Wace and William of Poitiers^ but Raoul in contemporary docu« 
ments ; (b alio in Domefday we find Radulf de Bellofago ; fee Introd. Domejday^ i. 379, 
380. In the Red book, ^' Richardus de Belphago 2 mil. et ad (ervitium fuum 6 mil. et 
trcs partes." 

** FuLK D*AuNOU, one of the numerous family of Baudry-le-Teuton, by a daughter 
of Richard de Bien&ite, mentioned below. The place in queftion is probably Aunou-le- 
Faucon (or Foulcon ?), arrondifTement of Argentan. See Duchefney 1046 ; and fome 
obfervations on the pedigree, in the additional notes on Wace at the end of M. Ray- 
nouard's obfervatrons. Aulnay is a diftin£t fief, and will be found afterwards. There was 
alio in earlier times (fee Duchefne^ p. 1.083) ^ ^"^^ ^^ Aneio, or Aneto ; who was of the 
Vernon family (the fon of Ofmund de Centumvillis, and of one of Gunnor's fiflers), and 
derived his name from Anet, a little fouth of Ivry. The two Fulks or their fiimilies feem 
to have been fbmetimes confounded ; they are fo by M. Le Prevoft, in his additional notes. 
In the Red book roll, *^ Fulco de Alnou 4 mil. et ad (ervitium fuum 24 mil. et dim." The 
fiefs Danet and de Alneto appear there alfo feparately. 

^^ The lord of Tancarville, in the arrondifTement of Havre, hereditary chamberlain 
of Normandy. His prefence is vouched by no other authority. M. Le Prevofl rather 
inconclufively obferves that Ralf having been William's guardian was too old, and his 
children too young to be fo engaged. Three fbns have, however, been commonly reputed 
to have been at Haftings ; from one of whom the Clintons have claimed defcent, but pro- 
bably without fufficient evidence. Ralf's age is hardly of itfelf a competent contradiction 
to Wace's flatement ; for his charter, giving the church of Mireville to Jumieges, (bows 
that he was living in 1079. William, his fbn and fucceflbr as chamberlain, fo appears in 
X082. See as to this family M. Deville's St, Georges de Bocherville, p. 100. In the Red 
book, ^* Camararius de Tankervill 10 mil. et ad fervitium fuum 94 et 3 partes. 
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Robert Lord of Beaufou,^^ and the Sire of Alnou ; " 

With the Chamberlain de Tancarville ; ^^ 

There came, too, the Sire of Eftoteville ; ^^ 

Euilace the Seignor of Abbeville ; ^^ 

And GeofFry, Lord of Magneville ;^® 

William nam'd Crefpin,^^ of Bee Crefpin ; 

And Walter, Lord of St. Martin.*^ 



^' There are two Etoutevilles ; the one meant appears to be near Ivetot, not that 
near Cailli. The received opinion is that it was Robert, the firft of the name, called alio 
Grand-Bois, who was at Haftings. He muft have been young, if he was the fame as fell 
forty years after at Tenchebrai, according to Ordericus Fit. 817. The Etoutevilles were 
eftablifhed in England ; principally in Yorkfliire. A.L. P. In the Red book, *' In ballia 
Willi de Malepalet," there are two of the name, ^^ Nichus de Stotevill i mil, de foedo de 
Logis, et peo, et 7 hofpit. quos habet apud Fifiran ;" and, *^ Willmus de Stotevill i mil. de 
foedo de Dodearvill;'' among thofe who made no appearance or return is '^ Robertus de 
EftoteviU." 

^7 Eustace of Abbeville. There is a commune fo named in the arrondiflement of 
Lifieux, but M. Le Prevoft thinks it more probable that Abbeville in Ponthieu is intended. 
Is it clear that Wace did not mean, — ^however incorre£l the geography, — Euftace of Boulogne ? 
It would be Angular that he (hould not at all mention fo important a perfon ; yet he does 
not, unlefi he is intended here. Euftace of Boulogne appears in Domefday } fee Intro^ 
duSfiofiy i. 416. 

^ Jeffery de Magkeville, in the arrondiflement of Valognes, — whofe name became 
in England Mandeville, — was conftable of the tower of London, and earl of EfTex. See 
M. de Gerville's RechercheSy No. 15 \ and Introd. Domefday^ i. 450. In the Red book, 
^* Rogerus de Magnevill 2 mil. et dim. et ad ferv. fuum 3 mil.'' 

^9 William Crespin I. lord of Bee Crefpin, in the pays de Caux. See our former 
note, and the pedigree ; which is at variance with the afiumpcion in M. Le Prevoft's notes, 
that Turftain Fitz-Rou was not conneded with this family. Dugdale, Baronage^ i* 4i3f 
feems to know only one William Crefpin. William 11. was in the battle of Tenchebrai, 
oppofed to Henry L 

^ This may be Walter de Saint Martin, brother of William Martel. Many 
communes bear this name ; the one in queftion may be that in the pays de Caux or Brai. 
Roger de St. Martin occurs in the Monafticon in 11 19, and one of the family founded 
Robertn)ridge in 1176. But M. Le Prevoft thinks the more probable opinion is, that the 
party here meant was Jeffry, fon of Rainauld, lord of St. Martin-le-Gaillard, in the arron- 
diflement of Dieppe, mentioned in the charter of foundation of Treport ; fee Gallia 
Cbrift. xi. 
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Peril que court 
le feigneur de 
Grentemefnil. 



Suite de i*enu- 
mention des 
principaux guer- 
nen normands. 



E dam Willame des M olins^ 
E cil ki ert fire des Pins ; 
Tuit cil furent en la bataille ; 
N'i a cil d'els ki mult n'i vaille. 
Un vaflal de Grentemefnil 
Fu mult li jor en grant p^ril ; 
Kar fun cheval li trefporta, 
Por poi ke il ne trefbucha^ 
A un boiflun k*il treffailli : ' 
Par li regnes li frein rompi, 
E li cheval failli avant. 
Vers les Engleiz ala corant ; 
E li Engleiz ki s'aperchurent, 
Haches levees li corurent ; 
Maiz li cheval s'efpoenta, 
Ariere vint, dune il torna. 
De Meaine li vieil Gifrei, 
E de Bohon li vieil Onfirei, 
De Cartrai Onfrei h Mangier, 
Ki efteit novel chevalier ; 



' Peu s'en fidlut qu'il ne tombat. * A un buiiTon qu'il franchit. 

^ William, lord of Moulins-la-Marche, — Molendina, — in the arrondiflement of 
Mortagne, was fon of Walter de Falaife. The duke, in reward of his fervices, gave him 
in marriage Alberee, daughter and heirefs of Guitmond, lord of Moulins-la-Marche. After 
having two fons, William and Robert^ he repudiated her ; and married the daughter of 
Veleran de Meulan, being thus brother-in-law to Roger de Beaumont. He was in 1075 
one of thofe fent to the relief of Jean la Fleche ; fee Ordericus Fit. 533, 577, 890. The 
Englifh family of this name feems to have come from Limoufin. A.L.P. 

* FuLK DU Pin is, in a charter to St. Pierre-fur-Dive, quoted as contemporary with 
the conqueror. Ordericus Vitalis mentions a Morin du Pin as living in 1080. This family, 
which had property in England, and occurs in the Monajiicon (fee Dunftaple), appears to 
have been from Pin-au-Haras, near Argentan, A.L. P. 

' Hugh de Grentemesnil, now Grandmefnil, arrondifTement of Lifieux, had been 
banifhed in 1063. He became OierifFof Leiceflerfhire, and had other honours and many 
lands, and was afTociated with bifhop Odo, and William Fitz-Ofbern as jufticiers. See 
Introd, Domefday^ i. 408 — 429. 
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William the Lord of Molins,^ in Mortagne, 
And the Seignor des Pins* in Argentan. 
All thefe were prefent, and fought on that day, 
And all fhow'd their prowefs and worth in the Fray. 

Great peril in the fight befell, 

A Vaffal, hight de Grandmefnil.' 

A Hedge there flood upon the Plain, 

Which his Horfe leapt and broke the Rein ; 

All uncontroird the Steed made way. 

To where the Englifh forces lay ; 

With Axes rais'd, the Saxons flood 

Ready to fhed the Rider's blood. 

But the Horfe fhy'd, and wheeling round. 

His way back to his Comrades found. 
GeofFry de Mayenne,* an old and good Knight, 
And Onfroi de Bohun,* were both in the Fight ; 
Two Seignors de Carteret, Onfroi,^ and Maugier, 
Were prefent, the latter a new Chevalier. 



* Jeffry de Maine. Although there were Man^eaux in the army, it is hardly to 
be fuppofed that *^ Gifirei li fire de Meaine" ( ff^acey vol. ii. 85), the a£live enemy of William 
(even if the tide of fire de Meaine could then be applied to him), is the peribn meant here, 
as accompanying him to England. It has been fuppofed that the true reading fliould be 
Mortagne ; and in h&, William of Poitiers and Ordericus Vi talis mention a JeSery Ion of 
Rotro, count of Mortagne (comes Moritonise) as prefent at Haftings. Duchefne's MS. 
reads Marreigne. A. L. P. But fee Dugdale's Baronage^ i. 510. 

^ BoHUN, arrondiflement of St. Lo, in the Cotentin ; where are ftill St. Andre and 
St. Geoi^es de Bohon. The mound of the old caftle remains vifible. The Bohuns long 
after the conqueft were hereditary conftables of England, and fubfequently earls of Hereford, 
Eflex, and Northumberland. See the Rechercbes of M. de Gerville, and Introd. Domefday^ 
i. 383. Ilbert de Chaz, whofe tombftone is at Laycock, was a vaflal of Bohun, and came 
from Chaz, now Cats, in the neighbourhood of Bohun ; Gent,*s Mag. 06t, 1835. In the 
Red book, ** Engelger. de Boun 2 mil. et 6™. part°^. et ad fervidum fuum 7 mU. in Con- 
ftant." and, *' Humphridus de Boun 2 mil. et ad ferv. fuum 2 mil. in Conftant." - 

^ Carteret, arrondiflement of Valognes. The femily has remained in Jerfey and 
England ; Rechercbes^ No. 14. In the Red book, « in balliva Ofberti de Ho&"— « Phi- 
lippus de Cartr.'' 

C C 
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De Garenes i vint Willeme, 
Mult li fift bien el chief li helme ; 
E li viel Hue de Gornai, 
Enfemle o li fa gent de Brai. 
Od la grant gent ke cil menerent 
Mult en ociftrent h tuerent. 
£t Engerran de Laigle i vint, 
L'efcu el col, la lance tint, 
Sor Engleiz fiert de grant afr,^ 
Mult fe peine del Due fervir ; 
Por terre qu*il li out pramife 
S'entremift mult de fon fervife. 
E li vifquens cil de Toarz 
Ne fu mie li jor coarz. 
D'Avrencin i fu Richarz, 
Enfemble od li cil de Biarz, 



^ De grande colere. 

T William Warren, named from the fief of Varcrme, in St. Aubin-le-Cauf, arron- 
diflement of Dieppe. His Englifh hiftory as earl of Surrey is well known ; Introd, Dom. 
i. 506. M. Le Prevoft exprefies his opinion that William was not fon of Walter de St. 
Martin, as Duchefne ftyles him, but of Ralf de Warren, — tl benefactor of the abbey of La 
Trinite du Mont about the middle of the eleventh century, — by a niece of the duchefs 
Gunnor ; Roger de Mortemer, the firft of the name, being another fon. In a charter to 
St. Wandril by the conqueror, there is fubfcribed as witnefs, ^^ S. Rogerii filii Rodulfi de 
Warena." A Gilbert de Warena witnefTes a charter to Jumieges in 1088. A. L. P. We 
have good authority for obferving that the hamlet of Varenne in St. Aubin never belonged 
to the Warrens, but to a family named Neville or Neuville, the adjoining hamlet. The 
river was anciently called Varimna, and there was a town of the fame name, which appears 
to have been changed to that of Bellencombre— Bellus cumulus — from the lofly mound 
on which flood the caflle of the Warrens, their caput baroniae. Warren is in the Red book 
one of the defaulters. 

^ Hugh, lord of Gournay, who occupied the frontier diflri£t of Brai ; an important 
pofl for the defence of Normandy. We find '^ Hugo fenex,'' in a charter of Hen. I. 
who retired to and died at Bee ; but this was probably a fon of the one at Mortemer and 
Haflings. We may well expe£t to find him charadlerized as ^^ old Hue," when we fee Jehan 
de Flagy^-or whoever wrote the old romance of Garin le Loherain, jufl publifhed by M. 
Paris — boldly introducing ^* Hues qui Gourney tient," with ^* Anjorrans li fires de Couci,' 
and ^^ de Toartois le vis-quens Haimeris," as meeting ^^ la pucelle Blancheflors au cler vis, 
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William de Warenne/ his own Squadrons led. 

And well fat the Helm on fo knightly a head. 

There, too, in the Fight was old Hugh de Gournay,® 

And gathered around him his People of Brai ; 

By him a vaft force to the Battle was led. 

And many a Foe 'neath their Weapons fell dead. 

De r Aigle^ was there too, a good Knight of France, 
His Shield on his neck, and his grafp on his Lance ; 
No Knight did the Engliih more defp'rately charge. 
Or fervice more zealoufly yield and difcharge ; 
For he fought by his prowefs to 'ftabllfh a right. 
To the Lands, the Duke promised, for deeds done in Fight. 
The Vifcount of Troarz,^^ as brave as his Sword, 
Came with Avrencin's Sire ; " Biarz ^* fent its Lord ; 



at the court of Pepin, *^ a la cit de Paris." We find Hugh de Gournay, — probably the 
fon, — a landholder in Eflex, Introd. Domefdayy i. 431 ; in the Red book roll is *^ Hugo de 
Gurnayo 12 mil. et omnium reliquorum ad Marchiam." See the hiftory of this family, and 
of the junior branches which remained in England, in Burke's Englijb Commoners^ i. 484, 
Engerand de l'Aigle appears to have been the fon of Fulbert, the founder of the 
caftle de TAigle, on the Rille, arrondifTement of Mortagne. He was killed in the purfutt 
after the battle of Haftings ; but his children had Pevenfey and large eftates. In the Red 
book, " Richardus de Aquila 5 mil. et dim, foedo de Crepon in Cadomo \** and among the 
defaulters (lands ^^ Richerus de Aquila nifi pro foedo de Crepun.*' 
^^ AiMERi, vi(count of Thouars, has appeared before. 

^^ It is generally underftood that not Richard d' Avranches, in the Cotentin, (though 
living at the time,) but his fon, Hugh Lupus, accompanied the conqueror ; receiving, in 
1070, the earldom of Chefter, to hold ^^ tam libere ad gladium flcut ipfe rex tenebat Angliam 
per coronam." See Ordericus Vitalis^ 787, and Introd. Donufday^ i. 437. In the Red book, 
^* comes Ceftriae 10 mil. de Sandlo Severo et de Bregeiard ; et ad ferv. fuum 51 mil. et 
dim. et 4*°. et S*". Idem de fcedo Morton.*' In the inqueft of Bayeaux knights ^^ comes 
Ceftriae tenet 5 mil. de epifcopo fcedum," of which the particulars are given. Of Hugh 
Lupus Gaimar draws a ftriking portrait : as well as of others of thefe fortunate leaders. In 
fpeaking of an enormous guard of honour that William kept about him, when going from 
England to Normandy, he fays : — 

II les tenoit ne fai pur quoi 

Car nule guerre il n'avoit, 

Ne de nul hom ne fe cremoit : 

Mes par (a grant nobilite 

Avoit cele gent od foi mene. 
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£ li fire de Solignie, 
E li boteillier d'Aubignie, 
Cil de Vitrie h de Lacie, 
De Val de Saire h de Tracie ; 
E cil furent en un conrei,'* 
Sor Engleiz fierent demanei f 
Ne dotoent pel ne foflK ; ^ 
Maint hoem unt eel jor enverfi^y 
Maint boen cheval i unt tu^, 
E d'els maint hoem i out nafr^. 



^ En une troupe, ^ Sur-le-champ. 

^ Ne craignaient ni pieux ni fbfles. 

'* Les Biards, canton d'Ifigny, arrondiflTement of M ortain. William Avenel is pro- 
bably meant, who, in 1082, was a benefador to the abbey of St. Pierre-de-la-Couture at 
Mans 'y Gallia Chrijliana^ ix. Inftr. 107. See the Avenels again below, and our note there. 

^' SuBLiGNY, near Avranches. There was a bifhop of Avnmches of this houfe in the 
twelfth century. Sublignys appear in Cornwall, Devon, and Someriet. See M. de Ger- 
ville's RechercbeSf No. 83. In the Red book, ^^ Joannes de Soligneio i miL et ad fervitium 
fitum 3 mil. ;" and ^^ in ballia de Tenerchebraio — Joannes de Solegneio i mil. de bonore 
de GillebViU. et fibi 4 mil." 

^^ D'AuBiGNY,near Periers,in theCotentin; where therearenowtwoparifhes, St. Mardn 
and Chriftopher d'Aubigny. As to the Chateau, and that of Lithaire, fee M. de Gerville's 
Recherchesy No. 49 — 36. Lithaire, ho we ver^ appears not to have belonged to this fiimily. 
Dugdale, Blomfield, and moft of our genealogifts, are extremely inaccurate as to the early 
hiftoiy of this family. Almoft all ftate William d'Aubigny, or de Albineb, pincema of 
Hen. I, who did not die till 1 139, to have come with the conqueror in 1066 ; to have been 
his butler, and to have received his eftates from him. From contemporary documents, 
particularly the charters of Leflay in the Monajiicon and Gall. Chrt/iiana^ the known pedi- 
gree commences with a William d'Aubigny, or de Albini, who married the fifter of the 
traitor Grimouk del Plefleiz ; fee the Bayeux Inqueft. They had a fen Roger, who 
married Amy Moubray, fifter of JefFery the bi(hop, and of Roger de Moubiay. Thefe had 
feveral children, — born probably about or foon after the conqueft, — ^namely, William, pin- 
cema of Hen. I. who married Maud Bigot, and was fiither of the firft earl of Arundel ; 
Richard, abbot of St. Albans (fee Mat. Paris) \ Nigel, whofe fon took the name and 
eftates of Moubray ; Humphry ; and Rualoc or Ralf. The fubfequent pedigree of the 
Albini earls is corre£Uy given by Mr. Tiernay in his Hiji. of Arundil. Wace anachronizes 
in calling his d'Aubignie — ^boteillers. If one of the family was at Haftings, it muft have 
been the eldeft William, or his fen Roger. At Domefday^ however, Nigel, younger fon of 
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De Solignie,^^— d'Aubigne,^*— the Sires Val de Saire/*— 
De Lacy/^ — de Vitry/^ — de Tracy/^ were there. 
Thefe Knights altogether one Squadron did form, 
'Gainft the Saxon their Chiefs often led them in ftorm. 
Palifades and deep Trenches they force and overcome. 
And many a Foe at their hands meets his doom. 
Many more did they maim ; many good Steeds they flay ; 
Not one of them fhrunk from his duty that day. 



Roger, was of age and a landholder ; having perhaps fucceeded to the EnglUh eftates of his 
iather or grand&ther ; probably both then dead, as they are not mentioned. William pin- 
cerna, his brother (the founder of Wymondham), probably inherited the Norman eftates, 
which were confiderable ; he appears to have had none in England, till for his fervices to 
Hen. I. he was enfeoffed, about 1106, of the barony of Buckenham (fee Hearne's Liber 
Niger)^ to hold in grand ferjeantry by the butlery ; an office now difcharged by the dukes 
of Norfolk his defcendants, holders of part of the barony. If William the grandfather 
furvived Roger, the confiifion between the two Williams may have occafioned the errors 
of genealogifts. In the Red book the earl of Arundel is a de&ulter; and we find only his 
Bayeux fee, acquired by the marriage of his anceftor with Grimoult*s fifter ; and *' Willus 
de Albigneio in Barbavill," without further particulars. 

^ Val de Saire is the name of a diftri(^ in the Cotentm, arrondifTement of Valognes ; 
" la tut dreit u Sarre en mer chiet j" fFace^ i. 318. 

1* Lassy, arrondiflemeiit of Vire. Walter de Lacy was the conqueror's attendant, and 
Ilbert de Lacy is alio faid to have been prefent. Roger, fon of Walter alfo is in Domefday ; 
Introd. Dom. L 431, 432; ii. 345. Lacie occurs again below. In the Bayeux Inqueft 
we find ^^ feodum de Lacey in Campellis (Campeaux in the Bocage) 2 mil. (cil. Guilleberti 
et Henrici.** 

^7 Robert, lord of Vitrs or Vitry, in Brittany, was, according to the Breton hiftorians, 
in William's expedition, and is probably here meant. There is, however, a Vitray-fous- 
TAi^e, arroodiflement of Mortagne ; and as the name occurs again below, it is probable 
that one at leaft does not refer to a Norman lord. In the Red book roll we find, ^ Ro- 
bertus de Vitreio medietatem de Ria in Baiocafino, et Trungeium et Caignoles et Duxeium 
in Bofcagio." 

^ Tract, in the arrondifTement of Caen, where are ftill remains of the caflle. It was 
probably Turgis de Tracy who was at the battle. Orderic* Vit. 532. In Gallki ChriJI. xi. 
Inftrum. 1Q7, we find, in 1082, William and Gilbert de Tracy. A natural fon of Hen. I. 
was afterwards called William de Tracy. Henry de Tracy received from Stephen the 
barony of Barnflaple. A. L.P. In the Red book, ^^ Turgillus de Trafeio 2 mil. et ad 
ferviL fuum 8 mil." He fubfequendy occurs as ** Turgis de Traceio," befides ** Willmus 
de Traceio," and " Oliverus ide Traceio.*' 
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Hue li fire de Montfort, 
Cil d'Efpine h cU de Port, 
Cil de Corcie h cil de Jort 
I unt eel jor maint Engl^s mort. 
Cil ki fu fire de Reviers, 
Grant plent^ out ke chevaliers ; 
Cil i f<6rirent as primiers, 
Engleiz folent od li deftriers.* 
Li viel Willame de Moion 
Out ovec li maint cumpaignon. 
De Cingueleiz Raol Teiflfon 
E li viel Rogier Marmion 
S'i contindrent come Baron, 
Poiz en orent grant guerredon. 
Jofte la cumpaigne N^el 
Chevalcha Raol de Gael ; 
Bret efteit h Bretonz menout. 
For terre ferveit ke il out. 



' Foulent aux pieds de leurs deftriers, 

^9 Hugh de Montfort, noticed above. 

^ Port, near Bayeux. Hugh and Robert de Port feem to have been at the conqueft. 
Gilbert de Port is found in documents foon after. Hugh had the Barony of Bafing, in 
Hampfhire, and his fon Henry founded Shireburn. A. L. P. See Introd, Dom. i. 469. 
In the Bayeux Inqueft, ^' feodum .Henrici de Port feodum iii. mil." Enguerandus de Port 
is one of the jurors at this inqueft. 

' Epinay is a common name in Normandy. M. Le Prevoft thinks that Epinay-fur- 
Duclair, arrondifTement of Rouen, was meant here. Its lords appear in the charters of 
Jumieges. In the Bayeux Inqueft we have ^' Enguerandus de Efpineto tenet de Epifcopo 
feodum v militum ;" and this would rather lead us to look nearer Bayeux. It feems by 
Hardy's RoU Norm, that the fief of Epiney vefted in Roger de Saint-Sauveur. 

^ CouRCY and Jort are in the arrondiflement of Falaiie, Robert de Courcy, &ther of 
Richard who was at the conqueft, was one of the fons of Baudry-le-Teuton. A. L. P, 
Richard de Courcy — Curci in Domefday — received the Barony of Stoke in Somerfetfbire. 
See M. Richome's notice in Mem. Ant, Norm. iii. I02. Introd. Dom. u 403 — ^412. In 
the Red book, '^ Will, de Curceio 5 mil. de honore in Curfeio, et ad fervidum fuum 33 
mil. Idem de honore de Afcoiol et ad ferv. fuum 17 mil. et quart/' 

' Revjeres, arrondiflement of Caen. M. Le Prevoft, in his notes, ftates this to be 
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There was Hugh Lord of Montfort,^^ — ^the Seignors of Port,*^ — 
D'Epinay,^ — de Courcy/ — and he who held Jort ; 
Who flew many Saxons. — ^The Lord de Reviers* 
Had with him that day a good plump of Spears. 
Their prowefs in front of the Battle was fhown. 
And crowds of the Englifh their Courfers trod down. 
Old William de Moyon* a goodly Band brought ; 
Nor lefs in the Battle, as brave Barons fought. 
Old Roger Marmion,* — ^and Raol Teflon/ 
And rich were the guerdons their noble deeds won. 

Of Nobles from Brittany, — next thofe of N^el/ 
Rode thofe Knights, whofe Leader was Raol de Gael. 
A Breton, — ^his Bretons he led to the Field, 
And fervice for Lands which he held did he yield. 



Baldwin db Meules — near Orbec, arrondiflement of Lifieux — otherwife called ^* de 
Moles/' « de Sap,'* or « de Brionne," " of Exeter,** or " Vicecomes j" brother of Richard 
de Bienfiiite after mentioned. He never bore the name of Reviers or Redvers, which, 
however, the annotator afTumes, was taken by his Ion Richard. See Introd. Domefday^ u 
377 — 473 » ^^^ ^- ^^ Gerville, in Mem. Ant. Norm. i. 273. If, however, as we believe, 
it is a miftake in Dugdak and others to confound Richard de Reviers with Richard Fitz- 
Baldwin (who died without ifTue), the ^^ fire de Reviers " is to be (ought ellewhere. 

* William, lord of Moyen, arrondiflement of St. Lo, where the.fite of his caftle is 
ftill vifible. He and his defcendants, the Mohuns, are known in Engliih hiftory. See M. 
de Gerville*s Recherches^ v. 2io. Introd. Dom. u 453 ; ii. 355. In the Red book, *^ Will- 
mus de Moyen 5 mil. et ad ferv. fuum xi." 

^ See note on Fontenay, below. 

^ Three generations bearing the name of Raoul Tbsson rapidly fucceeded during the 
conqueror's reign. Raoul 1. was at Valefdune ; Raoul II. is probably the one now before 
us. He married Matilda, coufin german of the duke. If, like his coufin Fitz-Erneis, he 
was killed at Haftings, that circumftance may account for his family not having formed 
eftablifhments in England. A. L. P. The foreft of Cinglais was one of the moft cele- 
brated in Normandy, and belonged to the honor of Teflon. There is alfo the caftle of 
Roche-Teflon, in the arrondiflement of St. Lo, Mem. Ant. Norm. v. 187. Gallia Chrif- 
tiana^ xi. app. 333. In the Red book, '* Jordanus Taiflbn 10 mil. de Treverio, et ad 
fervitium fuum 30 mil. et dim. Idem 5 mil. de honore Scti Salvatoris, et ad fervitium 
fuum, 5 mil. in Conftant." 

7 Nbel ; fee former npte on Neel de Saint-Sauveur, whofe ^^ company," as vifcount 
of the Coten^, feems to be here referred to. 
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Maiz il la tint afez petite 
Kar il la forfift, 90 fu dit. 
Des Biarz i fu Avenals^ 
Des Moftiers-Hubert Paienals, 
Robert Bertram ki efteit torz^ 
Mult i out homes par li morz. 
Archr iduVau- Li archler du Val de Roil 3^ 

teuii. Enfemle od els eels de Bretoil, 

A maint Engleiz creverent Toil 
Od li faetes acer^es 
K41 aveient od els aport<^es. 
Cels de Sole h eels d'Oireval, 
De Saint Johan ^ de Brehal^ 



7 Le Vaudreuil. 

> Raol db Gael or Guader, and Montfort in Brittany, *' Ranols de Gader, le proz," 
in Bemit. It does not appear that Raol commanded all the Bretons, if that be what Wace 
meant here to &y. He is known in Englifli hiftory as Ralf earl of Norfolk, whofe eftates 
were forfeited for his treafon in 1075. From Donufday it would feem that both he and a 
former Ralf his father were earls under the Confeflbr ; the father being repeatedly referred 
to in Norfolk as *^ vetus comes*" the predeceflbr of ^^ comes Ralf Alius ejus \** and both 
holdmg lands in fucceffion during Edward's reign. In one place we find ^* Rex Edwardus 
dedit Radulfo comiti." Was Ralf** vetus comes'' the lame peHbn as Ralf Stalra; can 
he have held the earldom of Norfolk when the Godwins were in difgrace ; and may not 
his fon at his death have fiiiled in fucceeding to that earldom, and have then repaired to the con- 
tinent, and joined William in order to recover his own Englifli property ? Ralf the elder 
no doubt married a Breton heirefs ; from whom her eflates pafTod to the fon ; an Englifh* 
man of Norfolk on the Other's fide, as defcribed by the old hiftorians, though alfo of Breton 
defcent and eflate. See Introd. Dome/day ^ !• 471 ; and Blomfield's Norfolk repeatedly, as 
to the pofTeffions of the two Ralfs. 

9 Biarz, fee note 12, p. 196. William Avenel, lord of Biara, feems meant in both 
cafes. The A vends were fenefchals to the counts of Mortain. A. L. P. See M. de Ger- 
viUe, Mem. AnU Norm. iv. 157. In the Red book, ^* WiUus Avenel 5 mil. r^, et fervi- 
tium I mil. de com. Mort/' 

'^ This may be read either Hubert Paisnsl, lord of Mostiers— or Paisnel, lord of 
MosTiERS-HuBERT \ but the latter is more likely, [no Hubert Paifhel being known, and] 
the Paifnels having been lords of Mofliers-Hubert, in the arrondifTement of Lifieux. The 
fite of the cafUe there is flill vifible. Ordericus Vitalis mentions William Paifhel as one 
of the great men who died about the fame time as the conqueror. He was perhaps [brother 
or] father of Ralf Paifnel, Paganel, or Pagnell, flierifF of Yorkfliire. A. L. P. See M. de 
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But brief was his holding, as I have heard fay» 
For his Lands were by Forfeiture taken away.® 

Biarz fent its Lord, who was nam'd Avenel,^ 
And from Moutiers-Hubert there came a Paifnel.^^ 
Robert Bertram the crooked,^ ^ was prefent that day, 
And many Men fell by his hand in the Fray. 

Vaudreuil,^* and Breteuil^^ men, (harp arrows let fly. 
And many a Saxon by them loft an eye. 
From Soles,** and from Orval,^^ St. John's," and Brieux,*^ 
Came Men well refolv'd both to dare and to do. 



Gerville, Mem. AnU Norm. ii. 280 — 308 ; Introd. Domefday^ i. 464. In the Red book, 
'* Hugo Paganellus 5 mil. et ad fervitium ejus 6 mil /' and ^^ In balliva de Pafleis" — *^ Ger- 
vafius Paganellus I mil. et fibi 4 mil/' 

^^ Robert Bertram, the tort or crooked, lord of Briquebec near Valognes }— as to 
the pidureique remains of whofe caftle fee Mr. Cotman's and Mr. WifFen*s works : in the 
latter is a pedigree of this illuftrious family. Robert's brother William is alfo generally 
confidered to have been at the conqueft. A younger branch, from whom came the Mit- 
fords, formed eftabliihments, though not of much account, in England ; it probably de- 
fcended from this William ; or from another William de Bertram, who ftands in Domefday 
as a fmall holder in Hampfhire ; Introd. Dom. i. 382. In the Red book roll, ^' Robertus 
Bertran 5 mil. ad fervitium fuum 34 et dim. in Conftantin." 

^* Le V audreuil, arrondifTement of Louylbrs. 

^^ Breteuil, arrondifTement of Evreux. 

^^ SouLES, arrondifTement of St. Lo. See M. de Gerville, Mem. AnU Norm. v. 206. 
In the Red book, ^^ Willus de Sola i mil. ad fervitium fuum 2 mil. de com. Mort." 

^ Orval, near Coutances. In the Red book, " Willmus de Aureavalle 2 mil. et dim. 
et ad fervitium fuum 6 mil. in Conftantin." See, as to this &mily and the next, the charters 
and the genealogy (though apparently incorreS) in Dugdale's Monafticon^ under the head 

of BOXGRAVE. 

*^ Saint Jean, near Avranches, from which came the St. Jean who married the 
daughter of Robert de Haia. See note 6, p. 208, and the Recherches of M. de Gerville. 
Brehal is between Coutances and Granville, and feems to have belonged to the Paifheb \ 
M. de Gerville, Mem, AnU Norm. ii. 278. 

^7 The Britiih Mufeum MS. changes the number of the pronoun, and reads cil de 
Brius ; not cels^ as in the cafe of the three preceding names. M. Le Prevofl confiders 
Brieux — Broics — three leagues from Falaife to be intended. But this is doubtful. We 
are now clearly in the Cotentin ; and Brix, near Valognes (fpelt Brus in John's Itinerary, 
Archaol. xxiv. and Brucius in the Latin Legend, mentioned by M. de Gerville on Portbail, 
and in Mem. Ant. Norm. v. 318), feems more appropriate to the connexion. See M. de 
Gerville's Recherches^ No. 9 and lO, as to Brix and chateau d'Adam. Moreover the next 

D D 
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Cels de Brius ^ eels de Homez 
V^ifliez ferir mult de prez ; 
Li efcuz for lor chi^s* meteient, 
Li colps des haches receveient ; 
Mielx voleient iloc morir, 
Ke a lor dreit Seignor faillir. 
Cil de Saint-Sever h de Caillie, 
E li fire de Semillie ; 
De Bafquevile i fu Martels, 
De jofte li cil de Praels, 
Cil de Goviz h de Sainteals, 



place mentioned is Hommet, and the family of that name had a fief in Brix. There is 
ftrong probability in M. de Gerville's derivation thence of the Scotch Bnices, Adam 
being a common name with the Skelton line ; but there were feveral names lb nearly ap- 
proaching in found, though varioufly fpelt in Latin, French, and Englifh, that the fubjed 
may well be involved in fome obfcurity. Robertus de Bruis is in Domefday, Introd. i. 387. 

' Sur leurs tetes. 

'B HoMMETy arrondifTement of St. Lo; fee M. de Gerville's Recberches^ No. 10 and 
elfewhere, as to this powerful &mily, and as to the caftle. No. 125. In the Red book, 
'* Jordanus de Humeto 3 mil.de fordo de CI...? et ad fervitium fuum 13 mil." ^< Richardus 
de Humeto 3 mil. et dim. de honore de Humeto, et ad ferv. fuum 18 mil. Idem fervitium 
corporis fui de honore de Bellomonte." Wilmus de Humeto is among the lift of defaulters. 

*J> Saint Sever (in the arrondifTement of Vire) may be here ufed to reprefent Hugh 
Lupus, as AvRANCHEs has perhaps been for Richard his &ther. But the true reading of 
the text is doubtful. In the Britifh Mufeum it is Saint Seg, written on an erafure, and 
followed by a mark of abbreviation ; another MS. reads St. Sen, — ^which would probably 
be St. Saens ; and another reads St. Saire (near Neufchatel), — St. Salvius, where was an 
ancient abbey. 

^ Cailly, arrondifTement of Rouen \ referring either to Ofbern de Cailly ; or to his 
fon Roger, who in 1080 made a donation to St. Ouen. William de Cailgi in Domefday 
might be a brother. A junior branch of the family was eftablifhed in England ; but was 
not of much account, till Thomas de Cailly married Emma, one of the coheirs of Sir Robert 
de Tatefhall, and fucceeded through her to the barony of Buckenham. See note below on 
Preaux. In the Red book, ^^ Ofbertus de Caillio 12 mil. de honore de Caillio ;" and after- 
wards '^ in ballia de Oxm." — ^^ Ofbertus de Calleio 2 mil. ; fcilicet i mil. ad f. cuftam. et 
alt. ad cuft. dni." 

^ Semilly, near St. Lo. William de Semilly appears in two charters about 1082. 
The family becoming extin£t in the twelfth century, SemiUy pafTed to the line of Hommet. 
A. L. P. The caftle was an important one ; fee M. de Gerville, Mem. Ant. Norm, v. 232. 
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Le Hommet,^® and Brehal, good Soldiers fupply'd. 
Who hand to hand Combat undauntedly try'd. 
The blows dealt by Axes, their raised bucklers caught. 
And guarding their Heads, in clofe Combat they fought. 
Far rather, each Man would have died by the Sword, 
Than have fail'd in the duty he ow'd to his Lord. 

The Lord of St. Sever,^^ the Sire de Cailly,'^ 
Were there, with the Seignor of Semilly.^ 
With the Seignor of Bacqueville,* — the noble Martels ; 
There rode fide by fide, the Sire de Praels,^ 
The Seignor of Gouvix,* and Sire de Cintheaux,* 



The name of Semilly, however, occurs, very frequently, at a much later period than the 
twelfth century, in the charters in vol. vii. of thofe memoires, 

' Bacqueville, arrondifTement of Dieppe. The head of this family, in the maternal 
line, was Nicholas de Bacqueville, one of the fix fons of Baudry-le-Teuton. His daughter, 
it would feem, married Hugh Fitz-Grip, or Hugh of Wareham \ whofe fon, grandfbn, or 
perhaps nephew, was William Martel, butler to king Stephen, and brother of Walter of 
St. Martin ; fee his fief in Hearne's Liber Niger. See alfo Duchefne^ 3^3 1 ^"^ ^ charter 
to Montivilliers, in Gallia Chrijl. xi. app. c. 329. Hugh's wife appears in Domefday, 
Introd. i. 502, 499. There is a JefFery or Goisfrid Martel, one of the under tenants, 
Domefday, Introd. ii. 352. In the Red book, ^^ Gaufridus Martell 2 mil. et ad ferv. fuum 
8 et tert. part." " Rogerus Martel" alfo appears there. 

' Preaux. There are feveral communes of the name in Normandy, and it might be 
fafeft to refer this to one in Wace*s neighbourhood. There are alfo two communes of the 
name near Pont-Audemer, where were two monaflic foundations. Wace may, however, 
refer to the more diflinguifhed fief in the arrondifTement of Rouen, which was about 1070 
held by the Eudo dapifer of Domefday^ fon of Hubert de Rie. The lords of Preaux were 
afterwards of much account in French hiflory. They formed a branch of the houfe of 
Cailly, commencing about the time Wace wrote. ** Ego Ofbernus de Pratellis filius 
Ofberni de 'Calleio "... appears in a charter in UHiJioire de F Ahhaie de la Trinite de 
Mont St. Catharine^ p. 77. In the Red book Ofbertus de Pratellis is among the defaulters. 

^ Gouvix, arrondifTement of Falaife. The early hiflory of the lords of Gouvix is not 
known; but Ralf de Goviz appears, in 1 181, in the charter of foundation of the abbey of 
Barbery ; he is alfo witnefs to a charter of arrangement with Fontenay ; Mem, Ant. Norm. 
vii. 363 ; and fee the fame work, iv. 406. The cafUe flood on a rock, on the banks of the 
river Laife, where its ruins are flill vifible. 

^ Cintheaux, arrondifTement of Falaife. The early lords of Cintheaux alfo are un- 
known. In 1 181 the church is mentioned as given to Barbery. A. L. P. Richard and 
Ralf de Cintheaux — de San£lellis — appear in the charter of arrangement mentioned in the 
lafl note. 
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Del viez Molei h de Monceals, 
Cil ki ert fire de Pacie, 
£ li fenefchals de Corcie, 
£t un chevalier de Lacie, 
Enfemle o els cils de Gafcie, 
E cil d'OiUie h de Sacie, 
E li fire de Vaacie, 
Del Tom^or h de Praeres, 
Et Willame de Columbieres, 
E Gilbert li viel d'Afnieres, 
De Chaaignes h de Tornieres, 
Li viel Luce de Bolebec, 



^ See note below^ on Molei. 

7 There are many communes called Monceaux. The one meant is probably that 
near Bayeux. 

« Pacy sur l'Eure, arrondlffement of Evreux. Pacy feems at the conqueft to have 
belonged to William Fitz-0(bern. But there certainly was a William de Pacy in 1080, 
who poffibly held under him. Ord. Fit, 527 — 576. 

CouRCY has occurred before. The lords of Courcy known to have held the office 
of fenefchal were Robert, under the emprefs Matilda, and William, under Hen. 11. ; and 
there is no other authority than Wace's for its belonging to earlier members of the family. 
It is poffible that one of the Courcys of Wace ftands for Courceilles. In the Bayeux 
Inqueft, ^^ Gofellinus de Corcella feodum v mil. in Corcella et in Berneriis.'* In the Red 
book is a fimilar entry, fubftituting Rogerus for Gofcellinus. He appears among the jurors, 
and is there called Grangellnus. Roger de Corcelles is a landholder in Domefday, Introd. 
i. 401. 

^^ Lacie alfo has occurred before. Here the expreffion is peculiar, ** un chevalier de 
Lacie," — which was intended perhaps to diftingui(h him from the fuperior lord, before 
mentioned. 

^^ Gace, arrondiflement of Argentan. Robert de Gace, grandibn of archbifliop Robert, 
and fon of Ralf " caput Afini," — who was concerned in the murder of Gilbert count of 
Brionne — died without children before the conqueft, and the duke feized his lands. Or- 
deric. Fit. 488 and 68 1. Who held Gace afterwards under the duke does not appear. 

^* Sassy, arrondiflement of Avranches, near Pontorfon. Jourdain de Sacey appears in 
a charter of Richard de Subligny, bifliop of Avranches, about the middle of the twelfth 
century ; and fee M. de Gerville's RechercheSj No. 93. A. L. P. 

^ The cradle of the noble family of D'Oiley is, on the authority of M. Le Prevoft 
and M. Galeron, to be fought at Ouilly-]e-Bafl*et, arrondiflement of Falaife. Robert 
D'Oily was the one at the conqueft. His daughter Maud married Milo Crefpin, who had 
with her Wallingford caftle. Introd. Dome/day j i. 458 ; ii. 361. 
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Were near the Molay,^ — and the Lord of Monceaux/ 

There the Chief who held Pacy on Eure,® too^ was found, 
With de Courcy,^ the fenefchal, taking his ground. 
De Lacy*8^^ good Knight, with de Gzc6^^ did ride, 
De Sacy" and D*Oily,^^ were dofe at their fide. 
Sires de Vefcy,^^ Le Torneur,^ and the Sire de Praires,^^ 
Were banded with William de Colunibieres. 
The aged Lord Gilbert, who was Sire of Afni^res,**^ 
Had for Comrades, de Cahagnes, and de Tornieres.^^ 
Aged Luce, too, was with them, the Lord of Bolbec,^^ 



^*. Fassy, arrondifTement of Vire* Robert and Ivo de Vafly — Vefci in Englifh ortho- 
graphy — ^were in William's expedition, and fettled in England. A. L. P. In the Bayeux 
Inqueft, ** Enguerandus de Vaceyo, vavafTor, fed fervit pro dimidio mil." In the Red book 
is " Juliana de Vaacio 4 mil." In the Mem. AnU Norm, viii. 28, William Vafly and 
Robert his brother appear in a charter, which is afterwards quoted, p. 143, giving their names 
as Waace,-^apparently the fame name as the poet's. 

** Le Tourneur, near Vire. A. L. P. 

^ Presles, arrondiflTement of Vire. In the Red book, ^* In ballii de caftro de Vird," 
are ^^ Joannes de Praeriis dim. mil." and ^^ Mattheus de Praeriis 4 partem." 

17 CoLUMBiERES and Asnieres are in the arrondiflement of Bayeux. The lords of 
both are found in a charter of 1082, in favour of the Abbaye-aux-dames, of Caen. The 
lord of A&ieres was then Ralf, who poi&bry had fucceeded '* Gilbert le viel." A.L. P. 
Ralf de Columbels, or Columbers, in Domefday held lands in Kent. In the Bayeux In- 
queft, *^ feodum Malevrier in Afmieres debit (ervitium dim. mil." The Malevriers were 
well known in England. 

^ Cahagnes, arrondiflTement of Vire. The lords of Cahagnes are among the bene- 
faSors of Greftein and Lewes. William de Cahagnes appears to have been in the expe- 
dition, and is found in Domefday, Introd. i. 390 \ ii. 360. In the Red book, ^^ In ballia 
de Tenechebraio," is '^ Radus de Chaineis [Chaagnes in Ducbe/m] i mil." Tournieres 
is in the arrondiflTement of Bayeux. Richard de Tumeriis is, under Hen. I, mentioned in 
the foundation charter of Kenilworth. In the Bayeux Inqueft, *' feodum Ricardi de 
Toumeriis, ibidem et apud Hayum vavaflbria." 

*' BoLBEC, arrondiflTement of Havre. The printed text is ** Luce.** The MS. of 
Duchefiie reads, ^Me fils Hue de Bolbec ;" but the Britifli Mus. MS. reads, ^^ vielz Hue," 
which we prefume is corre£t. Hugh was in William's fervice. He held under Walter 
Gifllard, lord of Bolbec and Longueville, and had joined, in 106X9 in the donation of the 
church of Bolbec to the abbey of Bernay. See Introd, Domefday^ i. 383. He had two 
fons, another Hugh and Walter. According to Dugdale's Baronage^ i. 451, there were 
two contemporary Hughs in England at the beginning of the twelfth century. 



2o6 MASTER JFACE'S 

£ Dam Richart ki tient Orbec 
E li fire de Bonnefboz, 
E cil de Sap h cil de Gloz, 
E cil ki dune teneit Tregoz ; 
Dous Engleiz fift tenir por foz ; 
L'un od fa lance acraventa, 
L'altre od s'efp^e efcervela, 
Poinft li cheval, fi retorna, 
Si ke Engleiz ne le tocha ; 
E li fire de Monfichet, 
Ki de boz garder s'entremet ; 
L'anceftre Hue li Bigot, 
Ki aveit terre a Maletot 



^^ Richard de Bienfaite, arrondiflTement of Liiieux. He was Fitz-Gilbert, as Ton 
of Gilbert earl of Brionne, elder brother of Baldwin de Meules above mentioned. He re- 
ceived Bien&ite and Orbec from the duke, as an indemnity for his (hare of the patrimony 
alienated during his minority. He became lord of Clare and Tonbridge ; fee Introd. Domef" 

^-»yji. 477>4945 ii. 395- 

^ BoNNEBOSQ^, arrondiflTement of Pont-1'Evefque. Ralf de Bonneboiq appears among 

the benefa£lors of St. Stephen at Caen. Under Hen. I. Gilbert de Bonneboiq was fbn- 

in-law of Morin du Pin, dapifer of the earl of Mortain. A.L. P. Red book roll, (de 

Baiocaftno) ^^ Robtus de Bonefboz i mil. regi de 3 mil. quos habet in Algia." Robert's 

anceftors are mentioned in a charter to Jumieges, Neuftria Pia^ 324. 

« Sap and Gloz, arrondiflement of Argentan. Sap was, before the conqueft, given, 
with Meules, to Baldwin ; of whom it was therefore held by whoever occupied at the 
conqueft. Gloz belonged to William de Breteuil, Barnon de Gloz having been in the fervice 
of his father Ofbem about 1035. William de Gloz, fon of Barnon, was dapifer to William 
de Breteuil, and probably affifted at the conqueft. A. L. P. In the Red book, '^ In ballia 
de Tenechebraio," — *' de honore de Sap I mil," 

•'' Tregoz, or Trois-Gots, arrondiflement of St. Lo. The ruins of the caftle are vifible 
at the confluence of the Vire and the brook Marquelan. In Brampton's lift is Traygod. 
His fucceflfors were benefactors of Hambye, and one of them (igned the foundation charter 
of 1145. Ledyard-Tregoze in Wiltfhire bears the family name. JeflFery de Tregoz 
would, according to Dugdale, Bar, i. 615, be the probable contemporary of the conqueft. 
See De Gerville, Mem, Ant, Norm. v. 215. In the Red book, ** Willmus de Trefgoz i 
mil. et dim." 

^ MoNTiFiQUET, arrondiflfement of Bayeux, where the ruins of the old caftle are vifible. 
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And Richard, the Lord of the Fief of Orbec.*^ 

The Sires of Bonnebofq/ de Sap, and de Gloz,* 

And the Seignor then holding the Lands of Tregoz/"* 

That day in the Battle two Saxons he (lew. 

The one with his Lance-point he pierc'd through and through. 

The other he brain'd with his Sword, — ^and Retreat, 

Unfcath'd by the Englifh, made, after this feat. 

With a ftrong Guard around him, de Montfichet^ rode. 
And the Anceftor alfo of Hugh le Bigod.^ 



William de Montfichet was beneia£lor of Ceriiy during the conqueror's reign ; he was 
probably the Ton of Gilbert de Montfichet, one of the moft authentic perfonages concerned 
in the conqueft. A. L. P. But fee Dugdale's Baronage^ i. 438. 

^ Bigot. This illuftrious family is traced no higher than Robert le Bigot, who was a 
relation of Richard d* Avranches, and quitted the fervice of Werlene, comte of Mortain, to 
attach himfelf to the duke; fee fFilliam of Jumieges^ vii. €• 19. In England, it would 
feem from the Chefter charters, that fome at leaft of the Bigots continued attached to Hugh 
d'Avranches (Lupus), though Roger was one of William's privy councillors, and treafurer 
of his houfe. His fon Hugh became earl of Norfolk about 1140. The leading branch of 
the &mily became extin£t, and the. earldom ceafed 35 £dw. I. Wace's afTertion that 
Roger was fenefchal to William is not fupported by any other authority, of which we are 
aware; though from the grant to his fon, Dugdale^ i. 132, it appears that Roger occupied 
the office under Hen. I. Wace may be in error, confounding it with the high office Roger 
undoubtedly held in William's houfehold. Maltot is in the arrondifTement of Caen ; 
LoGES is near Aulnay ; Canon is in the arrondifTement of Lifieux, The earl of Chefter's 
charter to St. Werberg — ^about 1094 — in the Monajlicon^ is witneffed by, among others of 
^* his barons,*' two Bigots, namely, Roger Bigod, and Bigod de Loges. A fubfequent 
charter of earl Ranulf Mefchines has a Robert fil. Bigoti. Bigot de Loges appears alio 
feparately in Domeiday, Introd. ii. 350. Lords of Maltot, and alfo lords of Loges, appear 
in charters in vol. vii. of the Mem. AnU Norm. In the Bayeux Inqueft, *f feodum Hugonis 
Bigoti in Loges et Savenaye vavafibria, fed ferviunt pro mil. dim." In the Red book 
Hugh is one of the defaulters. The hiftory of this &mily, their name and origin, feems 
worthy of more confideration than has hitherto been given. The ufually affigned origin 
of the name appears doubtful. An important branch of the ftock remained in Normandy. 
Jean le Bigot, or le Bihot, was a leading baron it the meeting of the ftates in 1350. We 
find Bigot, Bihot, Vigot, Wigot {Domefday)^ Wihot, Wigelot, all forms perhaps of the fame 
name, which is generally ufed with le^ or adje£tively. On one of their Norfolk eftates 
was lately found a fignet ring of one of the family, exhibiting in the rebus — ** by-goat " — 
a new variety of the name. 



2o8 MASTER fFACE^S 

£t as Loges et ^ Chanon ; 
Li Dus foleit^ en fa maifon 
Servir d'une fenefchaucie ; 
Mult out od li grant cumpaignie ; 
En fieu eileit fon fenefchals, 
£ mult efteit noble vafTals. 
Cil dq corfage efteit petiz, 
Maiz mult efteit proz^ e hardiz» 
E por 90 as Engleiz hurta 
Od la grant gent ke il mena. 
La oifliez noifes e criz 
E de lances grant froifleiz ;« 
Encuntre Engleiz furent as lices^ 
De lor lances firent efclices.^ 
Od gifarmes et od coignies 
Lor unt lor lances pefcies ;^ 
Et cil unt lor efp^es traites/. 
Li lices unt totes fraites,? 
Les Angitis fe E 11 Engleis par grant d^hait^ 

nllient autour n r \ tt /% 1 . •. 

deieuretendard. Se funt a Icftandart retrait. 

Li efteient tuit aflembl^ 
Li mefhaigni^ h li nafr^ ;^ 
Dune point li Sire de la Haie» 
Nus n'efparne ne ne manaie,^ 



* Avait coutume. ^ Preux. 

* FroiBement. ^ Morceaux. 

* Brilecs, ' Tirccs. 

< Rompues. ^ Deplatfir. 

* Les malades et les blefles. ^ Ni ne menage. 

' Haib-du-Puits, arrondifTement of Coutances ; near the abbey of Leilay, which was 
founded by Richard, commonly called Turftain Haldup, Halduc, or Haralduc, head of the 
family before the conqueft ; fee pedigree in Wifien's Hiftory of RuJfilL Turftain's fon, 
£udo cum capello, or Eudo dapifer (though not the £udo dapifer of Domefday)^ was, as we 
have feen above, p. 35, called into counfel by William. We know not whether it was 
Eudo, or, as feems more probable, either Ralf de Haia, fenefchal of the count of Mortain, 
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At Maletot^ at Loges, and Chanon, were his Lands^ 
Good fervice the Duke had oft found at his hands. 
He ferv'd for the Senefchal's Poft, as his fee^ 
And great Forces follow^ him, over the Sea. 
Tho' flight in his Stature, and wanting in height. 
His bearing was noble and gallant in Fight, 



As again the two Armies in Battle's fhock clofe, 
Frefh cry, and frefli tumult of Combat arofe. 
The Normans once more on the Saxon Lines dafh. 
Their Lances are (hiver'd, — ^and dread is the cra(h. 
Gifarmes and fharp Axes the Staves cut in two. 
But then his good Brand, ev'ry man of them drew. 
The Barriers are forc'd, — but the Englifh ftill fight. 
Defending their Standard in fuUen defpite. 
Thither wounded and maim'd, a helplefs mafs wend. 
And make one laft ftruggle their Poft to defend. 

Charging home in the Medley, the Sire de la Haie,^ 
Through the midft of the throng and the prefs cuts his "way. 



or Ralf 's Ton Robert, who was at the conqueft. The latter, as lord of Halnac in Sufiex, 
founded Boxgrave \ and had three children, — Cecily, who is ftated in the genealogy in 
Dugdale to have married Roger Saint- Jean, and two fons, Richard and Ralf. Richard was 
taken by pirates, and his eftates went to daughters. Ralf married a daughter of William 
de Albiniy pincerna, and either by her or another wife left defcendants. The notes to M. 
Pluquet's Wace feem erroneous as to this family ; as will be feen by the Leilay charters in 
Dugdale^ Gallia Chrijitana^ and Neuftria Pia; alio by thofe of Blanchelande. A paflage 
in one charter in Gallia Chriji, thus fupplies many particulars : — ^^ Robertus de Haya, filius 
Radulfi, fenefcalli fcilicet Roberti comitis Moritonii, nepos Hudonis, dapiferi Willelmi 
Regis." There is, however, much obfcurity hanging over the pedigree, which we have 
no fpace for difcuffing. In what precife way the Haies fucceeded to Eudo cum capello is 
one of the principal difEculties. As to the remains of their caftle, fee M. de Gerville, 
Recberches^ No. 41. In the Red book, ^^ Radus de Haia 2 mil* et dim. de honore de 
Plaifeis, et I mil. de honore de Mort. de feodo de Crienfiis, et ad fervit. fuum 6 mil. et dim. 
in Conftant." The honor of Haye is afterwards mentioned as ^ Honor de Haia de Puteo 
de conrr. Mort. i. mil. regi." 

£ £ 
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GuiUaumc dc 
la Lande-Patry 
cherche Harold^ 
qu*il arait reju 
dani ion chateau. 



Ne nus ne fiert k*a mort ne traie,^ 

Ne poet garir k*il fet plaie. 

Cil de Vitrie e d'Urinie, 

Cil de Monbrai e de Safe 

E li Sire de la Fertc 

Maint Engleiz unt acravent^ ;" 

Grant mal i firent li plufor,^ 

E mult i perdirent des lor ; 

Botevilain e Troflebot, 

Cil ne dotent ne colp ne bot. 

Mult fi firent eel jor d*air® 

Willame Patric de la Lande 

Li Reis Heraut forment demande ; 

Co difeit, fe il le v^eit,P 

De perjure Tapellereit. 

A la Lande Taveit v^u, 

E Heraut out iloc geu^ 

Et par la Lande fu paffez. 

Quant il fu al Due amenez. 



■• AfTomme, 
P S'il le voyait. 



° La plupart. 
"^ Couche. 



' Ne tire. 

** De colere, de violence. 

^ See note 17, p. 197. 

® Orion Y. There are two of the name, one near Bellefme, the other near Mamers. 

9 Roger de Mqubray, fee note 4, p. 118. 

*® Say, arrondiflement of Argentan. The lords of Say took the name or furname of 
PicoT, by which, as in Domefday^ they are often called without the Say, In the Red book, 
^^ Alexander de Piccot 4 partem in Piccot.*' In the Bayeux Inqueft is ^^ feodum Guillmi 
Picoth feodum 3 mil. in Culeyo, in Traceyo et Leon, et Franca- Villula fupra Rothom. et 
Montberton." Robert Picot de Say with his fons Robert and Henry were bene&£tors in 
1060 to the church of St. Martin de Say. Picot de Say is found as witnefs to a charter in 
1080 between Jumieges and St. Maximin d' Orleans, See aUb the foundation charter of 
Shrewfbury in 1085. A. L. P. 

" Ferte Mace — (Feritas Matthaei) — arrondiffement of Dunfront. A fitter of Odo, 
bifhop of Bayeux, and of Muriel, the wife of Eudo cum Capello mentioned before, married 
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Sparing no one, he flew with each flroke he made. 
Or wounded to death, with the Sweep of his Blade. 
De Vitrie/ d'Urinie,® de Montbray,^ and de Say/^ 
With the Sire de la Ferte," — fought well on that day. 
Much damage the Englifli befell at their hand. 
But they too, loft many good Men of their Band. 
Botevilain^* and Troflebot,^^ clofe Combat engage, 
Blows giving and taking, and fighting with Rage. 

There was there William Patric, the Sire de la Lande,^* 
Shouting challenge to Harold to meet hand to hand ; 
By himfelf, (as he faid,) fhould the King be appealed 
Of perjury, if they fhould crofs in the Field. 

They had met at la Lande, at his Anceftral Seat, 
What time Harold went there, Duke William to meet. 



the lord of Ferte Mace, as we learn from Mr. Stapleton, and probably aiSfted at the con- 
queft. His ion is called in a charter quoted in a ^' vidimus " of an archbiihop of Tours, 
temp. St. Louis, as ^^ Guills de Feritate caftro dnus, nepos dni Odonis Baiocenfis epifc." 
Ordericus Fltalis mentions a de la Ferte as leading troops in Maine in 1073. In the Red 
book, " In ballia de Pafleis " — " Mattheus de Feritate 2 mil. et fibi 15 mil." 

^* The lord of Boutteville, arrondiflement of Valognes, was at the conqueft j fee 
M. de Gerville, Recberches^ No. 24. Whether Boutevile in the Battle Abbey roll be meant 
for the fame name as the Boutevilan of Brampton and Wace, is not clear. See the foun- 
dation of Pipewell in 1143. MonaftUon^ v- 43i« There appear to have been Bouttevilles 
in Somerfet and Bedford, and Bouttevilans in Northamptonfhire. A. L. P. 

*^ The name of Troffebot — ^afterwards Trussbut in England— occurs both in the 
Battle Abbey roll, and in Brampton. From Ordericus Vitalis it appears that William 
Troffebot was one of the new men, raifed by Hen. I. from comparative obfcurity. In 
1 132 Jeffery Trufbut, or Fitz Payne, founded the priory of Wartre, in York(hire. In the 
Red book, " Gaufridus Troffebot i mil. de ferjanteria forefteriae." 

** William Patry, lord of La Lande-Patry, arrondifferaent of Domfront. See 
La Roque, Hijioire de la maijon f Har court ^ and La Chefnaye des Bois. William of Poitiers 
makes William receive Harold at £u ; and the Bayeux tapeftry, in bringing the count of 
Ponthieu with his captive, feems to vouch for the (ame account. Again, he fays, ^' fecum in 
Britanniam duxitj* which may appear to cla(h with the literal purport of Wace's narrative ; 
but probably thefe ftatements will not be thought very difficult of reconciliation. In the 
Red book roll, ^^ Willus Patric de honore de Loanda i mil. et ad fervitium fuum 3 mil.'' 
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Lea Anglah ne 
iayent point 
combattreiche- 
▼•1 ni fe couvrir 
d*une main en 
fiappant de 
Tautre. 



Ut (e refiigient 
liir one emi* 
nencey o& let 
Normands lea 
pouifuiTent. 



Ki k Avrenches dune' efteit, 
£t en Bretaigne aler debveit. 
lA le fift li Dus chevalier^ 
Arme8 h dras' li fift bailler 
A li et a fez cumpaingnons, 
Poiz Tenv^ia for li Bretons. 
Patric fu lez li Dus armez, 
E mult efteit de li privez. 
Mult i out Chevaliers de Chauz,^ 
Ki joftes firent et affauz. 
Engleiz ne faveient jofter, 
Ne a cheval armes porter ; 
Haches h gifarmes teneient, 
Od tals armes fe cumbateient. 
Hoem ki od hache volt ferir, 
Od fez dous mainz Teftuet^ tenir, 
Ne pot entendre a fei covrir, 
S'il velt ftrir de grant air ; ^ 
Bien f<irir e covrir enfemble 
Ne pot Ten faire, 90 me femble. 
De verz un tertre unt pris eftal,'^ 
Normanz unt miz de verz li vaL 
Normanz k pi^ et k cheval 
Les afTaillirent come vafTal. 
Dune puinft Hue de Mortemer 
Od li Sire d'Auviler ; 
Cil d'Onebac h de Saint Cler 
Engleiz firent mult enverfer. 



* Habits. 

^ De grande violence. 



^ Du pays de Caux. 
^ Polition. 



' Alors. 
« U lui faut. 
>' The pays de Caux. 

^^ See note 18, p. 225, as to the ufe of the fhield, and the enarmes, and guige. 
^7 Ralf de Mortemer, not Hugh his fon, appears to have been with the expedition. 
An inftance of Wace's imperfect knowledge of this family has been noticed at the battle of 
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At Avranches, — when the Duke with the Bretons would fight. 

And there received Harold, and dubb'd Him a Knight. 

To Himfelf and His friends. Arms and Garments fupply'd, 

And to Brittany fent them, on Foray to ride. 

In the fight, Patricks Poft was the Duke's Perfon nigh. 

He was one in the grace of the Duke, who flood high. 

Tliere were there, many Knights from the diftri£t of Caux,^* 
Who rode as in joufling, aflaulting their Foe. 
Unus*d were the Englifh to meet fuch Attacks, 
For they mofl fought on foot, with Gifarme or with Axe. 
On Horfeback unfkill'd, or in ufe of the Shield, 
Since both hands were needed their weapons to wield ; 
For 'tis well to be feen, that to deal a good blow. 
The Warrior all Fence of his Shield mufl forego.^^ 

The Englifh retreating, took Pofl on a Mound, 
The Normans mov'd onward, acrofs the low ground ; 
And prefEng their Foe, with their Foot and their Horfe, 
Brought to bear on the Englifh the whole of their Force. 

There fpurr'd to the front, Hugh de Mortemer,*^ 
D'Auviler,^^ d'Onebac,^^ and the Sire de St. Clair.*^ 



Mortemer ; where he omits all reference to Roger de Mortemer, Ralf 's father. Roger 
loft his eftates on that occafion ; and though he was foon after reftored, the fief of Mortemer 
remained with William Warren. Ralf, however, afterwards recovered this alio, and made 
donations in favour of St. Vi£bor-en-Caux, which, in 1074, had been raifed by Roger to 
the rank of an abbey. Ralf received large pofTeffions in England : he was living in 1104, 
and then took part with Hen. I. In the Red book, '< Hugo de Mortuo-Mari 5 mil. et ad 
(erv. fuum 13 et dim." See Introd. Dom. i. 455. 

>B Moft probably Auvillars, arrondifTement of Pont-PEvefque. In the Red book, 
(de Baiocafino) ^' Robertus de Alviler i mil. de 2 mil. et 4 part. mil. quos habet." 

^0 AsNEBEC, near Vire. The eftate appears to have belonged to the lords of Beaumont- 
le-Roger at the period of the conqueft. A. L. P. We fliould rather find here Anne- 
BAULT-en-Auge, arrondifTement of Pont-PEvcque. Its lords were a baronial houfe, making 
grants to monafteries in the vicinity* 

«> Saint-Clair, arrondifTement of St. Lo. See M. de Gerville's Recberches. The 
fite of the caftle is ftill obfervable. William de Saint-Clair endowed the abbey of Savigny 
under Hen. I. In 1139 the priory of Villers-FofTard was founded by one of the fame 
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Robert Fits-Er. Robeft ki fu filz Em^is, 

nets eft tue en ^ 

vottiant t^em- La laiice aluigne^ 1 elcu pns, 

parer de Teten- ^ ^ 

dard anglais. A Teftandart en vint puignant ; * 

De fon glaive ki fu trenchant 
Fiert un Engleiz ki ert devant, 
Mort Tabati de maintenant, 
Poiz trait Tefpde demaneiz/ 
Maint colp feri for les Engleiz. 
A Teftahdart en alout dreit, 
For 90 k'abatre le voleit, 
Maiz li Engleiz Tavironerent, 
Od lor gifarmes le tuerent : 
La fu trove quant il fu quis/ 
Lez Teftandart mort et occis. 
Li Quens Robert de Moretoing 
Ne fe tint mie del Due loing ; 
Frere ert li Dus de par fa mere^ 
Grant aie* fift a fon frere. 
Li Sire poinfl de Herecort, 
Sor un cheval ki mult toft cort, 
De kant k'il pot li Dus fecort. 
De Crievecoer h de Driencort 



name. The Englifh Sinclairs are reputed to be of this ftock. A. L. P. Ricardus de 
Sender or Sent-CIer appears in Domefday, Introd. ii. 388. 

' Piquant des deux, galopant. ^ Sur-le-champ. 

» Cherche. • Aide. 

* Robert Fitz-Erneis, nephew of Raoul Teflon I. mentioned, at the battle of Valdes- 
Dunes, as Raol Teflon de Cingueleiz, and coufln of Raol Tefl!bn II. enumerated above 
among the barons at Haftings. Robert was fon of Erneis and Hawife his wife, fifter to 
Fulk d*Aunou. His fall in the battle is mentioned in a charter of his fon Robert Fitz- 
Erneis, containing much information as to the fiimily pedigree, ^* eodem vero patre meo in 
Anglia occifo;" Gallia Chrijiiana^ xi. Inftrum. 334. The family, on that account pro- 
bably, had formed no eftablifhment in England at Domefday ; but we fubfequently find 
King John confifcatihg lands in Efl!ex, as ^* terra Rob. fil. Hemifli^'* fee Hardy's Rot. 
Norm. 128. In the Red book, '^ Eudo filius Ernifii fervitium corporis fui, et ad fervitium 
fuum 2 mil. et dim. 6 par. et 8 arg.'' 
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Overthrowing the Saxons. — Then grafping his Shield, 
With Lance-point lo.w levellM, prick*d forth on the Field, 
Robert Teffon Fitz Erneft;* — his charge he made good. 
To the fpot where the Standard of Harold ftill flood. 
A Saxon he met there, he ilruck and laid low. 
And then his Sword drawing, dealt many a blow. 
His good Steed to force to the Standard he tries, 
For his gallant Soul trufted to make it his Prize. 
But there all around him the Englifhmen fwarm, 
And he falls, — done to death by a Saxon Gifarme. 
And there was he found, when the battle was o'er. 
Beneath the Foe's Standard, all drench'd in his Gore. 

Good fervice Count Robert de Moretain* did yield. 
He rode near the Duke, all that day in the Field ; 
One Mother bore both, — and he put forth his might. 
As Brother for Brother fhould do, in fuch Fight. 

The Sire d'Harcourt,^ who beftrode a fwift Steed, 
Gave his aid in the Battle where'er there was need. 
The Sires de Crevecoeur,^ and de Driencourt,^ 



«. Robert comte de Mortain — comes Moritolii — whom William of Malmfbury 
deicribes as ** craffi et hebetis ingenii hominem," — uterine brother of William. He led 
the chivalry of the Cotentin. He is feen in the Bayeux tapeftry feated on one fide of the 
duke, his brother Odo, the bifhop, being on the other. He had the earldom of Cornwall, 
and the largeft allotment of (poll. See M. de Gerville, Recberches^ No. 105 j Introd, 
Domefday^ i. 455. 

^ Errand de Harcourt, according to the hiftorian of the houfe, a perfon little known, 
and of doubtful authenticity. A branch of this illuftrious family certainly fettled in England ; 
but the conne£lion is fiditious, by which fome genealogifts carry it up to the conqueft, 
making a Gervais, a JefFry, and an Arnold prefent at Haftings. According to La Roque, 
it was Ralf, fecond fon of Robert H. baron d'Harcourt, who attached himfelf to king John, 
and became head of the Englifh branch ; but this alfo is doubtful. A. L. P. The name 
is not in Dome/day. 

^ Crevecceur, arrondiflement of Lifieux. The Crevecceurs — de Crepito-corde — 
fettled in England, and were divided into two branches, thofe of Redburn and Kent, from 
the time of Hen. I» ; fee the endowments of BuUington and Leedes in the Mmafticon. 
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£ li Sire de Briencort 
Sueient li Dus kel part k'il tort. 
Cil de Combria h cil d'Alnei, 
E li Sire de Fontenei, 
De Rebercil e del Molei 
Vunt demandant Heraut li Rei. 
As Engleiz dient : 9^ eftez ;^ 
U eft li Reis ke vos fervez, 
Ki k Guillame eft perjurez ? 
Morz eft s'il pot eftre trovez. 
Altres Barons i out afez, 
Ke jo n*ai mie encor nomez ; 
Maiz jo ne poiz a toz entendre, 
Ne de toz ne poiz raifun rendre ; 



Hafted fxp (though his authority may be queftioned) that the family name of Hamo dapifer 
or vice-comes of Domefday was Crevequer. He adds that he was brother of Robert Fitz- 
Hamon \ and here he is fupported by a charter of the Conqueror to Saint Denis, exifting 
ft ill at Paris, to which we find as witnefles, *^ Ego Haimo Regis dapifer" — *^ Ego Robertus 
frater hujus Haimonis/' See Introd. Domefday^ i. 43a, In the Bayeux Inqueft, ^^ Hugo 
de Crevecuire feodum v mil/' 

^ Driencourt changed its name to Neufchdtel, after Hen. I. built a caftle there. 
Nothing feems known of the lords of Driencourt in England ; unlefs we find them in the 
Daincurt of Domefday \ Introd. i. 365 ; ii. 406 ; and fee Dugdale*s Baronagi^ i. 385. 

•> Reftez. 

^ No place of this name is known in Normandy. It may refer to Brucourt, arron- 
difTement of Pont-FEvefque ; and the corred reading of the MS. was perhaps Brieucort. 
See Robert de Brucourt's confirmation of the grants by JefFery de Fervaques to Waiting* 
ham. About the fame time a Gilbert de Brucourt gave lands at Fervaques to the abbey 
of Val-Richer. A. L. P. In the Red book — de ballii de Oximis — ^^ Gilbertus de Breue- 
court 2 mil. regi de Pinu cum pertinent. Idem i mil. de fcedo Mort. in Cerenciis." We 
afterwards find, — among thofe who ^^ ferviunt ad cuftamentum domini, — Gillebertus de 
Bruecort, fenex, 4 partem de Colevill et Angervill." Gilbert de Brucourt and Hugh his 
(on appear in a charter to Troarn. Mem, Ant. Norm. viii. 238. 

7 CoMBRAY, arrondiflement of Falaife. At a later period lords of this name are among 
the benefactors of St. Barbe-en-Auge and Fontenay. 

^ AuLNAY. See note 14, p. 190. There are four communes of this name. Aulnay 
TAbbaye, arrondiflement of Vire, belonged in the twelfth century to the Says above men- 
tioned, and Jourdain de Say founded the abbey there in 1131. De Alneto is of common 
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Follow'd hard on the Duke, with the Sire de Briencourt,^ 

The Sire de Combray/ and the Sire d'Aunay,® 

Were there fide by fide with de Fontenay.^ 

And Harold was fummon'd to fland» by the cry, 

Of the Sires de Rebercil,^^ and del Moley.^^ 

To the Englifh they fcornfully (houted, " Stay 1 Stay ! 

•* Show where hides The King, whom ye ferve and obey ! 

** To William forfworn ; — Whom no promife could bind, 

** He dies by our hands, if His perfoh we find," 



There were prefent that day other Barons of fame. 
But my Tale would be wearifome, naming each name. 



recurrence in early charters. There was aUb a hou(e of Laune, de Alno, at Laulne near 
Leflay ; fee M. de Gerville's Recherchesy ii. 241. 

9 There are nine Fontenays in Normandy. If we are to prefume that the one here 
alluded to is Fontenay-le-Marmion, near Caen, the lord of Marmion would feem men- 
tioned twice ; though Fontenay was poffibly then held by Ibme one under the Marmions. 
The Marmion at Haftirigs is confidered to have been Robert ; not Roger, as Wace fays. 
There was a Roger afterwards, who is named in a charter of king Richard to Greftain. In 
the Red book, Robertus Marmion is among the defaulters. In the Bayeux Inqueft, 
" feodum Marmion et Rogeri et in Buevilla i mil." 

^ RuBERCY, arrondiiTement of Bayeux. It appears that when the abbey of Longues 
was founded in 1168 by Hugh Wac, he was lord of Rebercil, and gave lands there to the 
foundation. This Hugh was probably the fame as married Emma daughter of Baldwin 
Fitz-Gilbert (founder, in 1138, of Bourne, in Lincolnlhire), and granddaughter of a Gilbert, 
apparently contemporary with the conqueft. A. L. P. Hugh's fon, alfo called Baldwin, 
appears in the Monafticon^ and in the charters of Longues ; Mem. AnU Norm. viii. 

** See ViEUX-MoLAY before ; this being perhaps a repetition of the fame perfon, lord 
of Mollei-Bacon, arrondiflfement of Bayeux. William Bacon, who, in 1082, endowed 
the abbey of the Trinity at Caen, anfwers to this period. The firft of the Bacons known 
in England was Richard Bacon, nephew of Ranulf^ earl of Chefter, and founder of the 
priory of Roucefter in StafTordlhire. M. Le Prevoft afks why the Englilh Bacons deduced 
their origin from a Grimbald, coufin of William Warren, in preference to the well-known 
Bacons of Molay ? See as to the hiftory of Mollei-Bacon the Abbe Beziers, in Nouvelles 
Recherches fur la France^ Paris, 1766, vol. i. Among the defaulters in the Red book is 
** Rogerus Bathon [de Bacon in Duchefne'] pro quarti p^rte in Campigneio" — Campigny- 
les-Bois, arrondiiTement of Bayeux ? This Roger Bacon feems to have been brother to 
Philip de Colombieres; fee Memoir es des Jniiq. Norm. viii. 153.441. 

F F 
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Ne poiz dc toz li colps retraire^ 
Ne jo ne voil lung^ ovre faire ; 
Ne fai nomer toz li Barons, 
Ne de toz dire li fornons 
De Normendie e de Bretaigne, 
Ke li Dus out en fa cumpaigne. 
Mult out Manfels et Angevins 
E Tuarceiz** e Peitevins 
E de Pontif h de Boloigne.* 
Grant ert la gent, grant la bufoigne ; 
De mainte terre out foldeiers/ 
Cels por terre, eels por ddniers. 

Exploits de Li Dus Willame fe cumbat, 

GuilUume. -r^ t • /r* § i 

En la greignur preffe s embat,s 
Mult en abat, n*eft ki refcoe ; ^ 
Bien pert ke la bufoigne ert foe.* 
E cil ki tient fon gonfanon 
(Toitein filz Rou li Blanc out non ; 
Del Bee jofte Fefcam fu nez, 
Chevalier proz h renomez ; 
Et quant li Dus tournout, tournout, 
E quant areftout, areftout). 
Par li granz prefles s'embateit,^ 
L^ \x il plus.Engleiz v^eit, 
E li Normanz les ocieient 
E tueient et abateient. 



^ Rapporter. ^ Ceux de Thouars, 

* De Ponthieu et de Boulogne. ' Gens ibldes, (bidats. 
' En la plus grande prefle s'enfonce. ^ En r^chappe. 

* On s'aperfoit bien que cette beibgne eft la fienne. ^ Se mettait. 

** Brampton takes the lafe fide in protefting againft being accountable for the baptifmal 
names of the early Norman barons ; in fpecifying which Wace has, we have feen, often 
erred. There is a charter to Bernay in the Mem. AnU Norm. iv. 381, granted, it would 
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Nor does it comport with my Plan, to recite 

Ev*ry Deed, or each Blow, of that marvellous Fight. 

From Normandy, Brittany, Maine, and Anjou, 
The Duke gathered Barons, all good Men and true. 
And brave Knights from Thouars, — and Poitevin Land, 
From Ponthieu, and Boulogne, all flock'd to his Band. 
But the names of all thefe I could never rehearfe,^' 
Nor falls fuch a Tafk within fcope of my Verfe. 
From all parts came Soldiers,^^ for Venture fo bold. 
Some fought Lands to win, — others fervid him for Gold. 

Where the Fight hotteft rag'd, throughout that whole day, 
Duke William engaged in the thick of the Fray. 
Not a Blow did he deal, but he ftruck a Foe down I 
He look'd on this bufinefs, 'twas clear, as his own. 
He who bore the Duke's Standard, — that Knight of great worth. 
Who at Bee, near Fefcamp, had the place of his birth ; 
Toftein^* Fitz Rou le Blanc, was aye clofe at hand. 
Where the Duke turn'd, he turn'd, where he flood, took his ftand. 
Where the ftruggle was fierceft, and Prefs denfeft grew, 
Himfelf in the midft of the Conflidt, he threw ; 
And wherever the Englifh fought beft in the Fray, 
He urg'd on his Normans, to cut down and ilay. 

feem, by duke Richard IL at the great council at which he, in 1027, made difpofition of 
his duchy in favour of bis fon. Befides dignitaries of the church, it is figned by one hun- 
dred and twenty-one vifcounts, barons, &c. of whom all, with the exception of thofe diftin- 
guifhed by offices, and Tuftmgus (probably Turftin-Goz), GofFredus Wac and Gillebertus 
VeOin (if indeed the two laft are not each the names of two diftind perfons) are called 
merely by their baptifinal names. The lift is very curious, forming a complete parliament 
or council, of about one hundred and thirty magnates. Benoitj ia his (hort account of the 
exploits of the army, excufes himfelf from enumeration of the chiefs who compofed it, by 
faying : — 

En treis quaers [cahiers] de parchemin 
N'en venifle je pas a fin. 

^ Hired men. 

** See previous note on Turstin Fitz-Rou, the ftandard-bearer. 
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Out li Dus mult grant cumpaignie 

De vavaflbrs de Normendie^ 

Ki por lor Seignor garantir 

Se leffeient as cors fint. 

Alain Fergant^ quens de Bretaigne, 

De Bretons mene grant cumpaigne ; 

C'eft une gent fiere h grifaigne,^ 

Ki volentiers prent h gaaingne* 

Cil en ocift mult h m^haigne,"* 

Ne fiert Engleis ki fus remaigne," 

Bien fe cumbat Alainz Ferganz^ 

Chevalier fu proz h vaillanz ; 

Li Bretonz vait od fei menant, 

Des Engleiz fait damage grant. 

Li Sire de Saint Galeri^ 

E li Quens d'Ou bien i feri, 

£ Rogier de Mongomeri^ 

E de Toarz Dam Ameri 

Se cuntindrent come hardi ; 

Ki il fierenty mal funt bailli. 



» Mechante. °» Bleffe. 

° Ne frappe point d* Anglais qui refte debout. 

^ Alan lb Roux, the red— of Brittany — received the earldom of Richmond and 
fplendid grants for his fervices. See Introd. Domefdajy L 366 ; and, for the difcuffion as to 
his pedigree, fee the introdu£tion to Gale's Regtftrum of die honor of Richmond* Of all 
the combatants at Haftings, Alan is alone dwelt upon by Gaimar (who was periiaps him- 
felf a Breton) in the following paflage, which is not found in the MS. in Britifli Mufeum :— « 

Li quiens Alain de Bretaigne 

Bien i ferit od ia compaigne. 

Cil i ferit come baron : 

Mult bien le firent Breton. 

. Od le roi vint en cefte terre 

Pur lui aider de ia guerre ; 

Son cofin ert, de fon lignage, 

Gentil home de grant parage ; 
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To guard the Dukt's perfon, his Vavaflbrs ftood^ 

All prepared for their Seignor to fhed their heart's blood. ^ 

At the head of his Bretons, — the Count of Bretagne, 
A mighty Force leading, rode Alain Fergant.^* 
A proud Race, — but greedy of pillage they arc. 
The Spoils not difdaining, or Profits of War. 
By them many Englifh were wounded and flain. 
And few whom they fmote, but were ftretch'd on the Plain. 
Acknowledged by all as a good and brave Knight, . 
Alain Fergant did nobly that day in the Fight. 
And heavy the lofsi, which the Englifh befell. 
At the hands of the Bretons, the Count led fo well. 

The Count d'Eu,^^ fought bravely.— De St- Galeri,^^ 
Struck floutly as Roger de Montgomeri. 
And Aimeri, he who of Toarz was Lord, 
Made many a Foe feel the edge of his Sword. 



Le roi fervit et ama, 

£t il bien le guerdona ; 

Richement[mont ?] li dona el north 

Bon cbaftel et bel et fort. 

£n plufurs lius en Engleterre 

Li rois li donna de fa terre. 

Lunges la tint et puis finit : 

A Seint-Edmon Tom Penfouit. 

Ore ai dit de eel baron 

Repairer voil a ma raifon. 
^^ Robert comtb d'Eu received the cuftody of the caftle of Haftings, and confiderable 
lands in England, which his ikmily retained till the feverance of Normandy ; fee Introd. 
Domefday^ i. 463 ; and Eftancelin's Hiftory of the ComUs d'Eu. Comes Augi is one of the 
de&ulters in the Red book roll. 

^7 Bernard de St. Valery, on the Somme, who was grandibn of duke Richard IL 
by a daughter, and was therefore coufin to the conqueror. A branch of the St. Valery 
Ikmily eftabli(hed itfelf in England ; Ranulfus de St. Walerico appears m Domefday, Introd. 
i. 503. In the Red book, de Baiocafmo, is *' Guido de San£lo Galerico I mil. pro allodiis 
taill.;'* and among the defaulters is, ^' Bernardus de SanAo Valerico, pro fcedo de Valle 
de Dun." 
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Guillaume 
cheiche Harold 
dans la mclec. 



Son combat avec 
un Anglais qui 
avait tue beau- 
coup de Nor- 
mands. 



Li Dus Willame mult s'engoiffe,® 

Sor li Engleiz fa lance froiiTe ; 

Dealer a Teftandart fe peine 

Od li grant pople ke il meine ; 

Mult s'entremet de Heraut querre,P 

Ke par li eft tute la guerre. 

Normanz vunt lor Seignor qu^rant,^ 

£ mult le vunt avironant ; 

As Engleiz vunt granz colps donant, 

E cil fe vunt mult desfendant^ 

Forment s'esforcent h desfendent ; 

Lor anemiz a colps atendent. 

Un i en out de grant vigor, 

Ke Ten teneit por luiteor ; ' 

Od une hache k'il teneit. 

As Normanz grant mal faifeit ; 

Treftuit li pople le cremeit,* 

Kar des Normanz* mult deftruieit. 

Li Dus poinft,^ fi Tala ferir ; 

Maiz cil guenchi/ cil fift faillir. 

En travers failli un grant faut. 

El col leva la hache en haut ; 

Al retor ke li Dus faifeit 

Por la hache ke il cremeit 

S'acorfa ; ^ cil de grant vertu 

Sus a li Dus el chief f<f ru,^ 

Li helme li a mult ^Mii^y 

Maiz ne Ta pas granment bleci^. 

Por poi k'il nel' fift trelbuchier,* 

Maiz as eftrieus s'eft porfichiez, 

Delivrement s'eft redreciez ; 

E kant il fe kuida vengier 

Et occire li paiitonier,* 

Li pautonier s'eft trait ari^re ; 
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Duke William meanwhile, mighty efForts did make. 
And charging the Englifh, his Lance-ftave he brake. 
At the head of the Leading who with him there came, 
To reach Harold's Standard, he made it his Aim* 
In queft of the Man, who the War brought about, 
He dafh'd through the Mel^e, and fought Harold out. 
The Normans who mark'd how their Seignor prefs'd on, 
Clos'd round, — and their blows rain'd the Englifh upon. 
Nor flack their defence, for they ftruggle and ftrive, 
And each ftroke that's dealt them, they back again give. 

In the ranks of the Saxons, a flalwart bold Wight, 
A Wreftler, well flcill'd with the broad Axe to fight. 
Cut down many Normans, and fill'd them with Fear, 
That none durft the Sweep of his Weapon come hear. 
The Duke fpurring on, made a ftroke at this Foe, 
But he warily ftoop'd, and evaded the Blow. 
He leapt afide nimbly, and rais'd his Axe high, 
Prepared with his blow, as the Duke fhould pafs by. ' 
The Duke faw his danger, and bent him low down, 
But th' Axe ftruck his Helmet, indenting the Crown. 
The wound was but flight,— yet he (hook in his Seat, 
His Stirrups fupporting the ftrefs of his Feet, 
He foon fat ered, and enrag'd, — his firft thought, 
Was to flay the rafh Man who fuch infult had wrought. 
But ere his revenge he could wreak on his Foe, 
The Vagabond fled, for he fear'd the Duke's blow* 
Amongft his friends' ranks, he drew back with a bound. 
But not even there could fafe refuge be found. . 



® S'eflfbrce. ^ Chercher. ^ Cherchant. 

' Lutteur. * Le craignait. 

* Car il detruifait beaucoup de Normands. ^ Pique, poufle en avant, 

^ Tourna« ^ Se baiila. 

« Frappe. ^ Plie. 

' Feu s'en £illut qu'il ne le fit tomber. * *Le goujat, le vaurien. 
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L'Angljui 8*en- 
fiiity et eft pcrce 
de Goaps de 
lance. 



Avantige mo- 
mentane del An- 
glais. Gaillaume 
ram^ne fes fol- 
dati au combat. 



Crieme^ a del Due k'il nel* fierc.^ 
Entre les Engleiz vint faillant, 
Maiz n'i pout mie aveir garant, 
Kar Normanz ki Torent v^u 
L'ont parfui i confcu,*^ 
As fers des lances Tont cofu, 
A terrc Tunt mort abatu. 
La \x la preiTe ert plus efpefle ; 
U cil de Kent h cil d'EfTefTe 
A merveille fe cumbateient, 
E li Ncwmanz rufer* faifeient. 
En fus les faifeient retraire, 
Ne lor poeient grant mal faire. 
Li Dus vit fa gent refortir^ 
E les Engleiz trop eibaudir ; c^ 
Par les enarmes prinft Tefcu, 
Porfichi^ s'eft de grant vertu, 
Une lance a prife h drecie, 
Ke un vaflet li a baillie, 
Jofte li prift fun gonfanon. 
Plus de mil armez environ^ 
Ki del Due grant garde perneient 
E la ii il puigneit puigneient,^ 
Serr^ement ii com il durent, 
Verz les Engleiz ftrir s'efmurent ; 
Od la force des boens deftriers 
Et od li colps des Chevaliers 
La prefTe unt tote defrompue 
E la turbe avant els^ fendue, 
Li boen Dus avant les conduit, 
Maint encha^a h maint s'emfuit. 



^ Crainte. 
• Reculer. 



* Qu'il ne le frappe. 

^ Abandonner le champ de bataille. 



^ Pourfuivi et atteint. 
* Se rejouir. 
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For Normans who faw how he ftruck at their Duke, 
Purfu'd him, and quickly their Man overtook. 
And there this bold Wreftler was fmitten and flain, 
Transfix'd by their Lance-points, and left on the Plain. 

Where denfeft the Prefs, and the Fight fierceft went. 
Nobly combat the Warriors of Eflex and Kent. 
So flout their Defence, that the Onfet they foil. 
And the Normans awhile from the Combat recoil. 
For a time did the Saxons their Foemen drive back. 
So tho* not repulsed, they relaxed their Attack. 

When the Duke faw his Warriors beginning to yield. 
And the Englifli exulting, advance on the Field, 
His fpirit was chaf 'd ; — firmly grafping his Shield,*® 
A Lance which a Servitor brought him, he took, 
And brandifh'd the Weapon, which in his gripe (hook. 
His Standard was rais'd, where he took up his ground, 
A thoufand arm'd Cavaliers gathered around ; 
All Men of his Guard. — ^The Duke took the lead 
Of his clofe ferried Squadrons, — and put them to fpeed. 
Down, down on the Hoft of the Saxons they bore, 
The fhock of their Steeds, through their denfe Maffes tore. 
While the blows of the Riders, as o*er them they fwept, 
Deftrudtion and Death, in their bloody track left. 
The Duke led the Charge,*^ — and the Saxon Array, 
All (hatter'd and broken, now fled in difmay* 



^ Ou il galopait galopaient. ' Devant eux. 

^ The enarmes were two thongs or loops of leather, fixed to the infide of the (hield, 
by which it was borne on the arm. There was befldes a leather ftrap and buckle, by which 
the (hield was, when not in ufe, fining to the warrior's neck. This extra flrap was called 
the guige ; and left the bearer the ufe of both hands, which were necefTary when fighting 
with the battle-axe. 

*9 UEftdre de Seint JEdivardle Rei puts an energetic exhortation into William's mouth 
at this crifis : — 

Ke put eflre, difl^il, cefle 
Cuardie, fegnurs Normantz, 

G G 



226 MASTER WAGE'S 

Carnage des Mult V^ifficZ Englclz tUmbcf, 

''°''"" G^fir I terre h jambeter, 

Et as chevals eels defoler^ 
Ki ne fe poent relever ; 
Mult v^iffiez voler cerveles 
Et a terre g^fir boeles.* 
Mult en chai* a eel enchaus™ 
Des plus riches et des plus haus. 
Engleiz par places fe aeftreignent, 
Cels ocient ke il ateignent, 
El plus k'il poent s'efvertuent. 
Homes abatent, chevals tuent. 
Un Engleiz a li Dus v^u, 
A li ociere a entendu \^ 
Od une lance k'il portout 
Fcrir le volt, maiz il ne pout, 
Kar li Dus Ta anceiz feru 
Et a terre jus^ abatu. 
Grant fu la noife e grant Toccife;? 
Maint alme i out forz de cors mife ; 
Li vifz de fuz li morz trefpafTent,^ 
D'ambes parz de ferir fe laflent/ 
Ki d^roter pot fi d^rote, 
E ki ne pot f^^rir, ii bote ; * 
Li forz cuntre li forz eftrivent, 
Li uns morenty li altres vivent ; 
Li cuarz fe vont retraiant/ 
E li hardiz paiTent avant. 
Mai eft bailli ki entrels chiet, 
Grant poor a ainz k'il reliet," 



Ki ancefurs avez fi grantz ? 
Rois Rouy ki as coups de lance 
Defcumfift le rei de France, 
£ le mata en mi fa terre, 
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Many Engliihmen fank, trodden down to the Plain, 
*Neath the Hoofs of the Steeds, ne'er to rife up again. 
Spatter'd brains, and gafli'd Corpfes, encumber'd the ground, 
And many a Noble, in flight his Death found. 
The Englifhmen flill, here and there form'd a band. 
And rally *d together, their Foes to withftand. 
Still flew Men and Horfes, — and as they beft might. 
Strive recklefs and defp'rate, in fuUen defpite. 

An Englifliman mark'd where the Duke made his way. 
And bethought him the Chief of the Normans to flay. 
With Lance ready pois'd, on the Leader he rufh'd. 
But the Duke fl:riking firft, laid him dead with a thruft. 
The flaughter was dread, and the din and the ftrife. 
And many a Body was reft of its life. 
On, on march the living, o'er mountains of flain. 
Men ftrike, till fatigue fl:ops their ftriking again. 
He who can, charges ftill, in the thick of the Throng, 
And e'en he who cannot is ftill borne along. 
With ftrong Men, ftrong grapple ; — fome perifh in ftrife, 
Whilft others efcape, and are fav'd with bare Life. 
The faint-hearted Cravens, flink back to the Rear, 
While fome in the Van, combat ftill without fear. 
Evil Lot is that Warrior's, who falls on the Plain,*^ 
For fmall is his chance, that he e'er rife again. 



Par force de bataille e guerre ; 

£ dues Richard k'apres li vint, 

Ki // diable ateint e tint, 

£ le venquit e le lia. 

£ vus failliz, forlignez ja ! 

Sivet moi, ma gent demeine ! 
^ Fouler aux pieds. ^ Boyaux. °* ChafTe, pourfuite. 

° II a cherche a le tuer. ® Couche. p Le mailacre. 

^ Les vivans marchent fur les morts. ' Des deux cotes ils fe lafTent de frapper. 

* £t qui ne peut frapper poufle. ^ Retirant. " Qu'il fe releve. 

^ Leviter (auciatus non permittit evadere, fed comprimendo necat ibciorum denfitas. 

William of Poitiers, p. 202. 
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Iaz Normands 
anivent \ Teten- 
dard. 



Harold eft rcn- 
verie et tue. 



E maint en chiet ki ne relieve^ 
Par la grant prefle maint encrieve.^ 
Tant unt Normant avant empeint,*^ 
K'il unt a Teflendart ateint. 
H^raut a I'eilandart efteit, 
A fon poer fe desfendeit, 
Maiz mult efleit de Toil grevez, 
Por 50 k*il li efteit crevez. 
A la dolor ke il fenteit 
Del colp del oil ki li doleit^ 
Vint un armez par la bataille ; 
Heraut feri for la ventaille/ 
A terre le fit trefbuchier ; 
E quant k*il fe volt redrecier, 
Un Chevalier le rabati, 
Ki en la cuiiTe le feri, 
En la cuiffe parmi le gros. 
La plaie fu de fi en TosJ 



Guith eft mis 
hors de combat 
par Guillaame. 



L*etendard aa- 
glaiieftrcnverie. 



Guert vit Engleiz amenuifier/ 
Vit k'il n'i out nul recovrier,* 
Vit fon lignage dechaeir ; 
De fei garir n'out nul efpeir, 
Fuir s'en volt, maiz ne poeit^ 
Ke la preffe toz terns creiffeit* 
A tant puinft li Dus, fi Tateint, 
Par grant air avant Tempeint,*^ 
Ne fai fe de eel colp morut, 
Maiz 90 fu dit ke pofe jut,^ 
L'eftendart unt a terre mis, 
E li Reis Heraut unt occis 
E li meillor de fes amis ; 
Li gonfanon a or unt pris. 
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And many were thofe, who there drew their laft Breath, 
Borne down in the Tumult, and trampled to Death. 
In the Mel^e a Norman had made his way good, 
To the Standard,^ where Harold ftill combating flood, 
Still making Defence, — but the wound in His Eye 
Wrung His frame, — and unmanned Him with Agony- 
Half blind He fought on, — but was fmote to the Ground, 
A Blow 'neath His Vizor, inflifting the Wound. 
As He ftruggl'd to rife, — a Knight pafling by, 
Pinn'd him down to the Earth with a Gafh in His Thigh. 
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Gurth faw how the Ranks of the Englifh grew thin, 
With no chance of help or the Conteft to win ; 
Saw the End of his Race, — and defpairing of Aid, 
Would have fled, — ^but Efcape there was none to be made. 
So great was the Throng. — Then on rufti'd the Duke, 
And charging on Gurth, a fierce blow at him took. 
If he died by that ftroke, I may not furely fay, 
*Tis faid, that thereafter as dead there he lay. 
Thus the Standard was riven, and caft on the Plain, 
The King, with the beft of his Friends, were all flain ; 
The Gonfalon,* fhining with gold and Gems ta'en. 



Higden fays, that 
Harold was flain 
by the Arrow, 
and the wound 
in the Thigh in- 
Aided by a Sol- 
dier after death. 
Ob quody a 
milida per Wil- 
lielmum, pulfus 
efty eo quod rem 
ignavam fecifTet. 

— HlGOIN*t 

CbronicJef Lib vi. 
The anonymous 
continuer of 
Bede u(cs nearly 
fimilar words. 
A.M. 



" Eft offen(e, blefle. ^ Pouffe. 

' Piece du ca(que qui fe relevait pour prendre I'air, ou etait percee de trous. 

y La plaie fut jufqu'a Pos. ' Diminuer. * Moyen de reparer (a perte. 

^ Le due poufla fi fort qu'il Patteignit et le frappa avec grande violence (par grant a'ir). 

^ Refta couche. 

^ William of Poitiers and William of Mabnejbury give the following defcription of this 
gonfanon or ftandard : — ^' Memorabile quoque vexillum Heraldi, hominis armati imaginem 
intextam habens ex auro puriffimo." ^^ Vexillum illud . . . quod erat in hominis pugnantis 
figura, auro et lapidibus arte fumptuod contextum.'* 

* Vexillum illud poft vidoriam Papae mifit Wilhelmus, quod erat in hominis pugnantis 
figura, auro et lapidibus fumtuofe contextum. — Continuation of Bede — {Jnonjmous)^ p. 332. 
Ed. Heidelbergy 1587. 
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Defefpoir des 
Anglais. Us 

combattent jul- 
qa*a la fin du 
jour. 



Les Anglais 
ceiTent le com- 
bat, ets'eniuient. 



lis ne 8*aiTetent 
qu*a Londres. 



Tel prefle out a Heraut occiret 

Ke jo ne fai ki Toccift dire. 

Mult unt Engleiz grant dol ^u 

Del Rei Heraut k'il unt perdu, 

E del Due ki Taveit vencu 

E Teftandart out abatu. 

Mult lungement fe combatirent 

E lungement fe desfendirent, 

De ii ke vint i la parfin 

Ke li jor torna el declin. ^ 

E dunc^ unt bien aparceu, 

E li alkanz recogn^u 

Ke Teftandart efteit cWu, 

E la novele vint e crut 

Ke mort efteit Heraut por veir,« 

Ne kuident maiz fecors aveir ; 

De la bataille fe partirent, 

Cil ki porent fuir, fuirent. 

Ne fai dire ne jo nel di, 

Ne jo n'i fu, ne jo neF vi, 

JJ'i ^ meftre dire n'oi' 

Ki li Reis Heraut abati, 

Ne de kel arme il fu nafrez, 

Maiz od li morz fu morz trovez ; 

Mort fu trovez entre li morz, 

Nel* pout garir fes granz esforz. 

Engleiz ki del champ efchaperent, 

De ii a Lundres ne finerent : ^ 

Co difeient e 90 creimeient^ 

Ke li Normanz prez les fueient. 



•* Alors. • Pour vrai. ' Ne s'arreterent. « Craignant. 

^ BenQit and the author of the Efioire de Seint Mdward defcribe the refult of the battle 
and Harold's &11 in a few lines. 
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So dire was the Prefs, where the King Harold fell. 
That who ftruck him down, not a mortal can tell. 
Confternation pervaded the whole Saxon Hoft, 
When they knew that the Life of their Monarch was loft. 
They faw how the Duke in the Combat prevailed. 
And knew that their Standard was taken, and vail'd. 
Yet they ftill made Defence, and continued the Fight, 
Till Day waning faft, it began to grow Night. 
But at laft it was known, and the News quickly fpread, 
How the Standard was captured, — how Harold was dead. 
All Hope then was loft, and without Aid at hand. 
The wreck of the Englifh began to difband. 
The Fight they give o'er, and the Viftory yield. 
While thofe who could, fled,* and abandoned the Field.* 



I know not, nor have I the power to fay, 
For I was not witnefs, or prefent that day. 
Nor have I yet heard, that e'er any one knew. 
Who 'twas dealt the blow, which The King Harold flew. 
Juft as little 'tis known, what Arm gave the Wound, 
But there lying dead, — ^with the Dead was He found. 
He was flain, — and was gather'd with thofe flain in Fight, 
And little avail'd Him His prowefs and might. 

The Engliih who fcap'd from the Battle away. 
Flew till they reach'd London, in utter difmay. 
Fear ftricken, they thought, and they faid in their Fear, 
The Normans were clofe in purfuit, on their Rear.^ 



^ Late folum operuit fordidatus in cruore flos Angliae nobilitatis atque juventutis. 

William of Poitiers, p. 202. 

' Some difcrepancy has been pointed out between the account here given by Wace and 
that found in William ofjumieges and William of Poitiers. The Latin hiftorians (ay more 
as to refiftance to the laft in the battle. There can, however, hardly be faid to be any 
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Guillaume fut 
placer Ton eten- 
dard \ rendroit 
<n^ etait celui 
d*Han>ld. 



Grant prefle out a pafler li pont, 
E Tewe fu de foz parfont ; ^ 
Por la prefle li pont froiflfa, 
E maint en Tewe trefbucha- 
Willame bien fe cumbati, 
En mainte prefle s'embati,' 
Maint colp dona, maint colp re5ut^ 
E par fa main maint en morut. 
Dous chevals out foz li occis^ 
E li tiers a par bufuing pris, 
Si k'il ^ terre ne chai', 
Ne de fane gute n'i perdi. 
Coment ke chefcun le f<fifl:, 
Ki ke moruft ne ki vefquift, 
Veir eft^ ke Willame veinqui. 
Des Engleiz mult del champ fui^ 
E maint en morut par li places ; 
A Dex Willeme en rent graces. 
Li Dus Willame par fiert^, 
lA u Teftendart out efte 
Rova"* fon gonfanon porter, 
E la le fift en haut lever ; 
Co fu li figne k'il out veincu 
E Tefliandart out abatu. 



material variance. The fight being ended, all agree that the Englifh army dilperled and 
ultimately fled ; and what Wace dwells upon feems to have reference to the circumftances 
of this final retreat. Benoit fays,^ 

Cele occife, cele dolor 

Tint tant cum point i out deu jor, 

Ne la nuit ne failli la paine 

Ci que parut le Diemaine. 
— fi quide Tom bien e creit 

Qu'a cine milliers fiirent efme 

Cil des lor qui furent trove, 

Sol eu grant champ del fereiz, 
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When they came to the Bridge,* — all crowding to pafs, 
So great was the Throng, that it brake 'neath their M afs. 
There dire was the Prefs, — and the Water profound, 
Great multitudes fell from the Bridge and were drown*d. 
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In the Battle Duke William moft gallantly fought. 
Where the fight rag*d the fierceft, the danger he fought. 
Many Blows did he deal, and receive on that day, 
And many a Foe, with his hand did he flay. 
Two Courfers beneath him fell dead on the Plain, 
And a third gallant Steed to beilride he was fain ; 
But neither in Fight, was he borne to the ground. 
Nor yet loft one drop of his blood from a wound. ^ 
Whatever then of this one, or that may be faid. 
Of the Feats of the living, or Fate of the dead, 
Duke William the Vidt'ry undoubtedly got. 
For the Saxons who fled not, lay dead on the Ipot. 

His thanks paid to God, — he then caused to bring 
His Gonfalon, where had flood that of The King. 
Elated, — he bade they fliould let its folds fly, 
As Symbol of Conqueft, to flaunt in the flcy ; 
And on that very fpot, where the Standard was found. 
His own was erected, and fix*d in the ground. 



Wm.ofPotdeis, 
Higden^thecon- 
tinaer of Bede, 
and Orderic Vital 
lay tbrte. Hig- 
den*s wordi are, 
Crit equos elec- 
tiflimos amifit. 
A. M* 



Quant qu'il fuflent defconfiz 
Eftre Toccife e la martire 
^t fu tuU la nuit a tire. 
^ Profonde. * Se fourra« ■* II eft vrai. 

' Beaucoup d' Anglais s'enfuirent du champ de bataille. " Ordonna. 

* The author of the " Chronicles of London Bridge** has mifled recording this notice of 
the early hiftory of that ftrudure \ which feems till the reign of Hen. I. to have been of a 
fragile chara£ler, probably a bridge of boats. 

^ fVilUam of Poitiers ftates his prowefs to have been hailed in fongs, as well as verbal 
applaufe ; ^^ plaufibus et dulcibus cantilenis eiFerebant/' 

H H 
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a etablit fa tente 
fur le champ de 
bataille, malgre 
les avis de Gau- 
tier Giffiird. 



Entre li morz fift fon tref^ tendre, 

E la rova fon hoftel prendre ; 

La fift fon mangier aporter 

Et aparaillier fon fouper. 

Eis vus° Galtier GifFart puignant : 

Sire, fet-il, k'alez faifant ? 

Vos n'eftes mie avenameht 

Remez od cefte morte gent.P 

Maint Engleiz gift enfanglente 

Entre li .morz fain u nafre, 

Ki de lor fane fe funt foillii, 

Et od li morz de gre couchi^,^ 

Ki par noit kuident relever, 

E par noit kuident efcaper ; 

Maiz mult fe kuident ainz vengier, 

E mult fe kuident vendre chier. 

Ne chaut chefcun de fa vie, 

Ne li chaut poiz ki Tocie, 

Maiz ke il ait un Norman t mort/ 

Nos lor faifon, 90 dien, tort. 

Aillors deufliez herbergier,* 

E faire vos efchargaitier* 

A mil u a dous mil armez 

De eels ii plus vos fiez. 

Seit ennuit^ faite Tefchargaite ;^ 

Nos ne favons ki nos agaite ; 

Fiere jornee a von hui faite, 

Maiz la fin bien me plaift e haite.** 

Gifart, dift li Dus, Dex merci, 

Bien Tavome fet trefqu'ici,* 

Et fe Dex le velt cunfentir, 

E ke a li vienge a pleifir, 

Bien le feron d'ore en avant ; 

De tot traiony Dex a garant« 
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Then he bade pitch his Tent^ and his Supper be fpread. 
And his Lodging prepare, in the midft of the Dead. 

Then lo ! Walter GifFart rode up thro' the Crow'd, 
He mark'd what was doing, and cry*d out aloud : — 
" Sire ! what doft thou here ? 'tis a fpot but ill found, 
" Where fo many Corfes encumber the Ground. 
" Unwounded perchance, 'mongft the heaps of the flain, 
" Tho* dabbrd with blood, many Englifh remain. 
" Only waiting for Nightfall, its fhadows to fpread, 
" To rife and efcape from this Field ftrewn with dead/ 
" *Twere a chance for fweet vengeance, if fuch there be here, 
" And little they'd reck, of their Lives felling dear ; 
" If the Life of a Norman they firft could but take, 
" Small account of their own, would they afterwards make. 
" On them, (as they deem,) cruel wrongs have we wrought. 
** Elfewhere in the Field, let your Lodging be fought ; 
" And to keep watch and ward, choofe out, and provide, 
** Some thoufand arm'd Men, in whom moft you confide. 
** All Night, let their Watch be obferv'd, and with care, 
" Little know we what Stratagems Night may prepare. 
" A rude, but a glorious day's work have we done, 
" Right glad do I feel, for our Vidtory won 1 " 

" God be thank'd, my good GifFart," — the Duke anfwer made. 
Till now, by His Favour, our part is well play'd ; 
And fuch with God's aid, fhall our progrefs be ftill. 
We repofe all our hopes, and full truft in His Will ! " 



it 



° Satente. ** Voila. 

P Vous n*etes pas convenablement place parmi ces morts. "* Couche expres. 

' Ne lui importe qu'il foit tue apres, pourvu qu'il ait tue un Normand. * Loger. 

* Garder, furveiller. " Aujourd'hui. " La garde. 

^ Et rejouit. » Jufqu*ici. ^ Prenons. 

7 William o/Jumieges makes it the middle of the night before William returned from 
the purfuit ; though his fubfequent exprei&on would rather imply daylight : — ^' ad aream 
belli regreflus, reperit ftragem, quam non abfque miferatione confpexit.'' 
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Les barons ob- 
feryent avec ad- 
mindonlaquan- 
dte et la gravite 
de9 coaps dont 
les armes du due 
portent rem* 
preinte. 



lU Televent au- 
deiTus de tous les 
guerriers. 



Le lendemainy 
on enterre les 
morti. 



Iffi 8*en eft Giffart tornez 
Et Willame s'eft d^farmez. 
A la guige* del col ofter, 
Et al helme del chief fevrer* 
Et al hauber del dos verier 
Vinrent Baronz ^ Chevaliers 
E dameifels et efquiers ; 
Li colps virent granz en I'efcu 
E li helme ont quaiT^ veu. 
A grant merveille unt tot tenu 
E dient tuient : tel ber ne fu 
Ki fi poinfift e fi ftrift, 
Ne ki d'armes tels faiz fi fift ; 
Poiz Rollant ne poiz Olivier 
N'out en terre tel Chevalier. 
Mult le preifent, mult le loent, 
De 90 k'il unt v^u s'esjoent, 
Maiz dolens funt de lor amis, 
Ki funt en la bataille occis. 
Li Dus fu entrels en eftant^ 
De bele groifle e de bel grant ;^ 
Graces jendi al Rei de gloire 
Par ki il out ixx vidtoire ; 
Li chevaliers a merciez, 

m 

E li morz fovent regretez. 
A la champaigne la nuit jut,^ 
Entre li morz mainga e but. 
Diemaine^ fu el demain ; 
Cil ki orent ju a eel plain ^ 
E ki orent veillie as chanss 
E fofert orent mainz ahans,^ 
Par matin furent el jor levez ; 
Par la champaigne funt al^, 
Lor amis unt fet enterrer, 



it 

€t 
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Then turning from GifFart, — his Barons unbrac'd 
His Shield^ — and his Helm from his Hauberk unlac'd. 
Knights, PageSy and Squires, in difarming him aid ; 
They ftripp'd off his Hauberk, and faw the Strokes made 
On his Shield, — and his Helmet all dinted, — and faid, 
'Twas a fight fuch as never before had they feen, 
And his equal in Combat, there never had been ; 
Who could fo manage Steed, — or his Weapons fo wield, 
" Or fuch Feats perform, as he did, in the Field. 
Since the days which gave Roland and Oliver birth, 
There ne'er yet had been fuch a Knight, upon Earth ! " 
Thus their Seignor they praife, with one heart and voice. 
And all in his Prowefs and Fortune rejoice. 
But many their friends, and their Comrades deplore. 
Who fell in the Fight, and lie ftretch'd in their Gore. 

There goodly in Stature, majeftic in Mien, 
In the midft of his Chiefs, was the Duke to be feen. 
He rendered up thanks to The Lord of all might. 
Through Whofe aid and favour, he won him the Fight. 
His good Knights and Barons, his thanks too received. 
For the brave, who had falPn in his Service, he grieved. 
He lodged himfelf there, in his Tent, on the Plain, 
And he ate, and he drank, in the midft of the (lain. 



The morrow was Sunday, and thofe who had flept 
On the Plain, or the Night-watch around it had kept, 
Tho' weary and worn, — rofe with break of the day, 
And to gather the Dead, through the Field took their way. 



* La courroie de Tecu. * Oter, feparer. . •* Debout. 
^ D'une belle corpulence et d'une belle grandeur. ^ Coucha. 

* Dimanche. ' Dans cette plaine. ' Aux champs. 
** Maintes fatigues. 
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Harold eft en- 
terre a Wal- 
thain. 



Guillaume eft 
elu et couronne 
par lea eveques 
et lea barons an- 
glais. 



Cels k'il porent morz trover. 

Li nobles dames de la terre 

Sunt al^es lor maris querre ; ^ 

Li unes vunt qu^rant lor peres, 

U lor efpos u filz u freres ; 

A lor villes les emporterent, 

Et as moftiers^ les enter rerent. 

Clers h proveires^ del pais, 

Par requefte de lor amis 

Uht eels ke il troverent pris ; 

Charniers unt fait, oil unt enz" mis. 

Li Reis Heraut fu emportez, 

E a Varham** fu enterrez ; 

Maiz jo ne fai ki Temporta, 

Ne jo ne fai ki Tenterra. 

Maint en remeft® el champ gifant, 

Maint s'en ala par nuit fuiant. 

Li Eveikes s'entremanderent, 

Et a Londres s'entr*afemblerent ; 

Li Baronz funt a els venu, 

Grant concile unt entrels tenu. 

Par comun confeil del clergi^, 

Ki Tunt lo^ h cunfeillie 



^ Chercher. ^ Aux eglifes. ' Pretres. 

"» Dedans. ° L'abbaye de Waltham. ° Refte. 

^ Other authority fupplies the fzSt that free leave was given expreffly for the purpofe 
of feeking and interring the dead ; fee H^illiam of Poitiers^ and Benoit de Sainte-More on 
the fame fubje£t. 

* William of Poitiers and Orderic Vital afTert that William Malet was charged with the 
burial : — " Tumulandum eum Guilellmo agnomine Maletto conceffit." — William of 
Poitiers, p. 204. 

Higden iays: — ^^ Corpus Haroldi, matri ejus id depofcenti fine pretio mifit, quod ipfa apud 
ff^althamyMonzStexvam Canonicorum quod ipfe fundaverat fepelivit.'' — Polycbronicon^ lib. vi. 

Corpus Heroldi matri repetenti fine pretio mifit : licet ilia per legatos multum obtulifliet : 
acceptum ita apud Watham fepelivit; quam ipfe Ecclefiam ex proprio conftrudam in 
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And there when their Friends or their Comrades they found, 
They heap'd the Earth o'er them, in many a mound. 
There feeking their Lords, noble Dames of the Land, 
Were fpread o'er the Plain, — ^ difconfolate Band. 
For Fathers, for Hufbands^ for Sons, was their Queft, 
Or for Brothers.* — They bore them to take their laft Reft, 
To their Towns and their Churches, and bury'd them there. 
And the Clerks and the Priefts of the Land, at their Pray'r, 
The Bodies received. — So in graves which they made. 
What remained of thofe Warriors, was decently laid. 

King Harold himfelf, — (tho* I know not by whom,*) 
To Waltham^ was carry'd, and laid in the Tomb. 
Vaft multitudes perifhed, and fell in the Fight, 
But many furviv*d, and efcap'd in the Night. 
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Thereafter, by Bifhops and Lords 'twas agreed. 
At London* a council to hold, and proceed 
T' eleft the Duke King,^ with unanimous Voice, 



honore Sanftae Crucis canonicis implcuerat. — Continuation ofBede — {ytnonymous)j p. 334. 
Ed. Heidelberg J 1587. 

* Waltham Abbey founded or reftored by Harold. According to William of 
Poitiers^ and OrdericuSy the body was brought to William 5 and being refufed to Ghita, 
Harold's mother, was committed to William Malet, to be buried on the fea (bore. For 
the reafons for the body being delivered to W. Malet, fee appendix. 

* Edwin and Morcar, the earls of Mercia and Northumberland : — Londinum venerunt, 
fororem fuam Algitham Haraldi uxorem, ad urbem Legionum id eft Ceftriam tranfmiferunt. 
Higden's Polychronicony lib. vi. Ed. Thomas Gale^ Oxon. 1691. 

5 Wace pafTes very lightly over Englifh internal affairs, of which he probably knew and 
cared little, and which were, moreover, foreign to the plan of his work. The Saxon 
Chronicle fays of the coronation : — " Then on Midwinter day archbifhop Aldred hallowed 
him to king at Weftminfter, and gave him poiTeffion with the books of Chrift ; and alfo 
fwore him, ere that he would fet the crown upon his head, that he would as well govern 
this nation as any king before him beft xlid, if they would be faithful to him." See, as to 
the chronology of William's life and age. Sir Harris Nicolas's Chronology of Hijlory^ 279. 



Wace here 

makes an ab- 
rupt tranfition, 
Benoit de St. 
More notices the 
abortive attempt 
to fet up Edgar 
Athelingy and 
gives an account 
of aSIurmiihon 
the left Bank of 
the Thames, and 
the burning of 
South warky etc. 
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Date de ce cou- 
ronnement. 



Duree du ligne 
de Gttillaume. 



II Kcompenfe 
fes foldatf. 



U laifle a fet fu- 
jetB le choix des 
loit d*api^ lef- 
qoelles ils feront 
gouvemes. 



E par li Baronz ki veeient? 

Ke altre efliere*i ne poeient, 

Unt li Dus fet Reis corone 

E feelt^ li unt jure ; 

Fcelt^ en prift e homages. 

Si lor rendi lor ^ritages. 

Mil ans feifante h fis aveit, 

Se li clers unt conte par dreit, 

Poiz la naiffance Jhefu Crift 

Quant Willame corone prift ; 

Vint et un an demie e plus' 

Fu poiz Willame Reis e Dus, 

A plufors ki Torent fui* 

E ki Torent lunges fervi 

Dona chaftels, dona citez. 

Dona maneirSy dona comtez. 

Dona terres, as vavaflbrs 

Dona altres rentes plufors. 

Poiz fift toz li Baronz mander 

E toz les Engleiz afembler : 

A chois les mifl kels leis^ teindreient, 

E kels coftumes il voldreient 

U des Normanz u des Engleiz, 

De kels Seignors h de kels Reiz ; 

E cil diftrent : del Rei Ewart, 

Li foes^ leis lor tienge h gart.^ 



p Qui voyaient. *> Elirc, 

' Pendant vingt et une autres annees et demie, il fut en meme temps roi et due. 
' Suivi. ^ Quelles lois. 

" Les fiennes. " £t garde. 

^ Wace had, in narrating Swain's fuccefs in overrunning England, i. 327, obferved upon 
the facility afforded to an invader by the fcarcity of fortified pofts :— 
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For Clergy and Nobks, faw no other choice.^ 

So Fealty was fworn, and they pledg'd him their troth, 

And their Homage was paid, and confirmed by their Oath. 

Thus eflablifhedin right to the Realm, at their hands. 
He reftor'd them their Fiefe, with their holdings and Lands/ 



In Chrift's year one thoufand and fixty and fix, 
As is reckoned by Clerks, if the date they well fix, 
The Crown William took. — Years twenty and one. 
And more than the half year he fat on the Throne* 
Being then King and Duke.— He granted and gave 
To thofe who came with Him, to hold and to have. 
Many Caflles, and Cities, vaft Manors, and Land, 
And Earldoms, and Lordfhips, as Fiefs at His hand* 
His Vavaflbrs alfo, he richly endowed. 
And on them and others, large Rents He beftow'd. 

Then he fummon'd His Barons, and Englifh, to make 
Confultation ; what Cuftoms and Laws they (hould take. 
To pronounce by which Laws they preferred to be fway'd, 
Whether thofe for the Normans, or Englifhmen made. 
They declared that the Laws of King Edward were thofe. 
Which beyond any others, they wifh*d for, and chofe. 



N'i aveit gatres forteleice, 

Ne tur de pierre ne bretefce, 

Se n'efteit en vieille cite, 

Ki clofe fuft d'antiquite. 

Maiz li barunz de Normendie, 

Quant il orent la feignorie, 

Firent chaftels e fermetez, 

Turs de pierre, murs e fbiTez. 
f WtlUam of Poitiers fays — " liberalitcr eis donavit gratiam fuam — ^reddidit eis. cunfta 
quae poiTederant, habebat eos magno honored — and efpecially of Edgar Atheling — ** Ade- 
linum • . • • amplis terris ditavit, atque in clariffimis habuit eum." — P. 2o8. 

fVilliam of Malmjbury fays : — " Quid enim prodeflet, fi nee unum in toto regno de 

I I 
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111 choififlent Li coftutrics k*il cognoifTeient. 

cellcid'Edouard. ® 

le-confeffeur. K ai tciiis Ewart tciiir foleienty 

Celes voldrent, celes reqiiiftrent, 
Celes lor plorent, celes priftrent : 
Ifli lor fu a volenti 
E li Reis lor a graant^.^ 
Maint travail out e mainte guerre 
Ainz k'il ^uft en paiz la terre, 
Maiz coment* k'il li fuft grief, 
De tote trait-il bien a chiefs 

c 

En Normendie trefpaffa* 
E tant il i vint, tant ala, 
Paiz fift de9a, paiz fift dela, 
Larronz deftruit, felons greya. 
La \x la bataille out efte 
Fift Ab<^ie h mift Ab^. 



illis dicerem priftini poteftate uti permiflum, fed omnes aut in gravem paupertatis aerumaam 
detrulbs, aut exhxredatos, patria pulibs — ^aut efFoffis oculis, vel caeteris amputatis membris 
opprobrium hoitiinum £i£tos, aut certe miferrime affli£los vita privatos/' — Hiji. ElienfiSf 
lib. ii. p. 516. Ed. Thomas Gale^ Oxon^ 1696. ' 

^ Leur a accorde. ' Quoique. ^ De tout il fe dra bien. ' PaiEu 

^ By the fuppofed charter of William in Rynur^ he thus declares : — ^^^ This aUb we 
command, that all have and hold the law of Edward the king in all things, — auda£lis hits 
quas conftituimus ad utilitatem Anglorum i** which his (on Henry expreiTes thus : — ^^ Le- 
gem Edwardi regis vobis reddo, cum iOis emendationibus quibiis pater meus eam emendavit, 
confilio baronum fuorum." See the laws of William in the Proofs and Illuftrations, p. 
Ixxxix, to Palgrave's Rtfe and Progrefs of the Englijh Commonwealth^ vol. i. 

^ William went firft in March, 1067. It is to be regretted that Wace did not avail 
himfelf of the glowing defcription of the wealth and fplendour of WiUiam*s retinue, the joy 
of all clafTes, the univerfal feftival occafioned by his triumphal return to Normandy, as 
contained in fVilliam of Poitiers y p. 210. 

* Menfe Martio in fmum Patriae redditus eft. — William of Poitiers, a du Chefne^ 
p. 209. 

' King William bithougt him alfo of that iblke that was vorlorne, 

• And'flayn alio through him in the battaile biforne ; 
And ther as the bataile was, an abbey he let rere 
Of Seint Martin, for the foules that there flayn were ; 
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The Laws made in England, whilft that Monarch feign'd. 
They afk*d for, as thofe which their Suffrage obtained. 
They knew them of old, and with them were content. 
The King heard their pray'r, — and he gave His confent.® 
Much Labour He had, and difturbances reign'd, 
'Twas long, ere the Realm was in quiet maintained. 
Yet Troubles were never fo great, in the Land, 
But He overcame all, with a Mafterly Hand. 



He pafs'd into Normandy,^ often again,* 
The Peace of both Lands 'twas His care to maintain. 
The Felons and Thieves throve but ill in His time. 
For Punifhment always attended on Crime. 
He fix'd on a Spot where the Battle had been. 
An Abbey there building, with Abbot therein.' 



And the monkes well ynough feiFed without fayle. 

That is called in Englonde abbey of batailb. 
So far Robert of Glocester. William, fpeaking for himfelf in his foundation charter in 
Dugdale's Monajiicon (where fee all the details of the foundation),, gives the following 
account of his motives and proceedings. ^^ Notum faxXo omnibus, &c. — quod cum in 
Angliam venifTem, et in finibus Haftingae, cum exercitu applicuiflem contra hoftes meos, 
qui mihi regnum Angliae injufte conabantur auferre, in procin£lu belli, jam armatus, coram 
baronibus et militibus meis, cum favore omnium, ad eorum corda roboranda, votum feci, 
ecclefiam quandam ad honorem Dei conftruere, pro communi (alute, (I per Dei gratiam obti- 
nere pofTem vi£loriam. Quam cum eflemus adepti, votum Deo (blvens, in honorem Sandae 
Trinitatis, et beati Martini, confefToris Chrifti, ecclefiam conftruxi ; pro lalute animae meae 
et anteceiToris mei regis Eadwardi, et uxoris meae Mathildis reginae, et fuccefibrum meorum 
in regno; et pro (alute omnium qiXorum Jabore et auxilio regnum obtinui; et illorum 
maxime qui in ipfo bello occubuerunt." The Chronicle of Battle Abbey (Cott. MS. Dom. 
A. ii.) is precife as to the localities of the battle. It ftates that Harold came ^* ad locum 
qui nunc Bellum nuncupatur,'' — ^and that William arrayed himfelf to oppofe him, ^* equi- 
tum cuneis circumfeptus" — *' ad locum collis qui Hethblande dicitur, a parte Haftin- 
garum fitum." Hethelande is afterwards mentioned as part of the abbey's poflTeffions* In 
this Chronicle is contained one of the moft curious hiftorical and legal relics of the twelfth 
century ; the record of a fuit, as to jurifdi£lion, between the bifliop of Chichefler and the 
abbot of Battle, which has been printed in Palgrave's Rife and Progrefs of the Englijh Com- 
monwealth. One of the barons prefent obferves of the battle, that William obtained his 
crown by it, '^ nofque omnes opulentia maxima ditati fumus«' 
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Guillaume re- 
fufe de tenir 
TAngleterre en 
fief du roi de 
France. 



Brooilles et 
guerres entre ces 
deux rois. 



' Li Reis de France le requift 
Ke d'Engleterre le fervift 
Come de Taltre fieu fafeit 
De Normendie k'il teneit, 
E Willame li refpondi 
K'HTen fervireit altrefi* 
Come il li aveit valu 
A fon bufuing e maintenu. 
N'a conquerre^ ne li valu, 
N*a fun bufuing le fecoru ; 
De fun fieu le fervira bien, 
Maiz d^altre fieu ne li deit rien ; 
Engleterre a fainz li cunquife, 
N'en deit forz a Dei nul fervife 
Et a r Apoftoile de Rome ; 
N'en deit fervir nul altre home. 
De Normendie h de fon dreit, 
Le fervira fi com il deit, 
Maiz fe il le ^uft aidie 
Ifii cum il li out pr^i^, 
E fis cors ovoc li feiift, 
Dit fuft ke par li Reis r^uft.<^ 
Ifli fe funt entre mefl^,** 
Maiz poiz fe funt entre acord^ ; 
Li Reis de France plus n'i fift, 
Ne Willame plus ne requift, 
Franceiz fovent le guerreient 
E mult fovent le leidangeient ; ' 
Willame bien fe desfendi, 
Cels de France fovent laidi 
E maintes fez li mefchai/ 
ler gaaingna et hui perdi ; 
De guerre fere vait iffi,« 
Ki out perdu poiz recoilli. 



CONGEST OF ENGLAND. 245 

The Monarch of France, a claim bri Him made. 
That fervice for England, \o Him ihould be paid ; 
That He for that Kingdom Oiould be William's Chief, 
As for Normandy, — held under Him, as a Fief. 
But William made anfwer, fo much would He ferve. 
As The Sovereign of France at His hands did deferve. 
In His need of Affiftance, He gave Him no Aid, . 
Or help'd Him one jot, in the Conqueft He made. 
For His Fief He would render good fervice, and true. 
But as for the other, no fervice was due. — 
Without Him, the Kingdom of England He won^ 
None but God, and the Pope, had claim on His Crown. 
None other He'd ferve. — But for Normandy He 
Was willing to ferve, — and as holding the Fee. 
'Twas true, if The King had but granted His Prayer, 
And with Him joined Forces, — and gone to the War, 
It might have been argu'd,' He was not alone. 
But The French King affifted in winning the Throne. 
Long time thus They wrangl'd, with many a word. 
But after a feafon, They came to accord. 
No farther demands by the French King were prefs'd. 
And William was left by his Neighbour, at reft. 

Still the French made Incurfions, and gave him Offence, 
William ofttimes repuls'd them, and made good defence, 
One while He mifcarry'd, and one while He gain'd. 
On one day He triumphed, — ^the next. Fortune wan'd. 
Such chances in Warfare muft ever prevail. 
To-day, your are Vidori— to-morrow, you fail. 



■ Ainfi. ^ Conquete. 

"" £t s'il Teuc accompagne en perfonne, il auraic ete dit qu'il la tenait au nom du Roi. 

^ Brouilles. • L'ofFenfent. 

^ Lui arriva mal. s II arrive ainfi quand on fait la guerre. 
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GuilUume eft 

retenu par une 

maladie a 
Rouen. 



Maavaife plai- 
(anterie du roi 
de France. 



Reponfe hoftile 
de GttilUttine. 



AccompliiTe- 
ment de fes 
menaces. 



II incendie la 
ville de Mantes, 



A Roem efleit a f(^jor 
U' il aveit eft6 maint jor ; 
Une enferte^ la li avint^ 
Ne £sii dire combien le tint, 
Ne pout monter for fon deftrier^ 
Armes porter ne guerr^ier, 
Li Reis de France of mult toft 
K'il ne poeit aler en oft, 
£ ke il gefeit en fon liet ; 
Mand^ li a par mal defpiet^ 
Ke lunges gefeit en gefine^ 
Come feme fet en cortine ; 
Bien d^uft deformez lever^ 
Trop poeit lunges repofer. 
Willame li a refpondu 
. Ke encor n'a gaires g^u :^ 
Quant jo, dift-il, releverai, 
Dedenz fa terre a meife irai, 
Riche ofFrende li porterai, 
Mille chandeles li ofrerai ; 
Lumeignons de fuft i ara, 
E fer por feu en fom luira,"* 
Co manda e quant il gari, 
Co k'il dift ifli acompli : 
En France mena mil armez, 
Lances dreites, li fer levez ; 
Maifons h viles fift ardeir,** 
Li feus en pout li Reis v^ir ; 
Poiz fift a Mantes un arfon,® 
La vile mift tote en charbon, 
Li bors arftrentP fe li citez, 
E li moftiers unt alumez. 



'' Une maladie. 



' Par mechancete. 
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The King-Duke at Rouen an illnefs retain'd^ 
I know not how long in that Town He remain'd. 
His ficknefs was fuch, that He neither could ride. 
Nor the weight of His Arms or His Armour abide. 
Soon the News to The King of The French was convey'd, 
That difabrd from War, on His Bed He was laid ; 
So He faid in His malice, — King William was wrong,* 
Like a Woman in Labour, to keep Bed fo long ; 
He fhould end fuch Repofe, — ^for if Longer it grew. 
He might find bitter caufe. His inaction to rue. 

** 'Tis not yet fo long," was King William's reply, 
^' Since here on my Couch, bound by ficknefs I lie. 
** And when I arife, let Him look for the day, 
** I vifit His Lands, where a Mafs I will fay. 
** A thoufand tall Tapers, as ofPring FU bring, 

Fitting tribute to lay at the Feet of a King. 

The Stem of each Taper, fhall be a good Stave, 
" And Steel 'flead of flames at their points fhall they have." 

Such MefTage He fent, and as He had faid. 
His threat carry'd out, when He rofe from His Bed, 
'And o'er the French Border,* a thoufand Spears led- 

The Houfes and Hamlets, wherever He came 
He burnt, — that The King faw the light of the Flame. 
A great Conflagration at Mantes, too. He made, 
Where Suburbs and City, in Afhes were laid. 






^ Que long-temps il reftait en gefine (en couches). ' Refie couche. 

"^ II y aura des meches de bois, et, au lieu de feu, le fer y luira au Ibmmet. 
«* Bruler. ^ Un incendie. 

P Briilent. 

^ Philippus fertur dixiflfe : Rex Angliae jacet Rotomagi more abfolutorium partu femi- 
narum cubile fovens. — Continuation ofBede — {jtnonymous)^ lib. iiL cap. 26. Ed» Hiiielberg^ 

1587. 

' This expedition took place at the end of July, 1087. 
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\ 



Son cheval fe 
cabre et le blefle. 



U revient a 
Rouen, et ie fiiit 
porter a Saint 
Gervais. 



II difpofe de la 
Normandieetdu 
Maine en faveur 
de Robert, Ton 
fits aine. 



Parmi la vile trefpaflbut^ 
Sor un cheval ke mult amout. 
En un arfiz'' mift fes dous piez, 
Maift toft les out a fei fachiez ;^ 
Par grant air^ avant failli, 
Li Heis fe tint k'il ne chai, 
£t il por 90 mult fe ble9a 
A fbn ar^on ii il hurta. 
E quant li Reis d'iloc torna 
Od la grant gent ke il mena, 
A Roem vint, fi acocha ;" 
E por li mal ki s'engr^ga/ 
Porter fe fill a Saint Gervaife, 
Por 90 ke plus li eft en aife. 
Sa terre a fes filz a donee, 
K'emprez fa mort ne feit medlee.^ 
Toz fes Baronz a apelez.: 
jOez,* dift-il, fi m^entendez. 
Normendie mon eritage, 
U li plus eft de mon lignage, 
Doins a Robert mon filz Tainz ne, 
E jo li ai por 90 gra^y 



:> 



1 Paflait. ^ Lieu brule, amas de charbons. * Retires. 

* Violence. " II s'alita. "" Qui s'aggrava. 

^ Difpute. * Ecoutez. ^ Accorde. 

^ Et quia ftrepitus Rotomagi, quae populoia civitas eft, intolerabilis erat segrotanti, extra 
urbem ipfe rex prsecepit fe auiFeri, ad ecclefiam Sandi Gervafii, in coUe fitam occidentali ; 
Ordericus Fit, vii. 656. A priory was attached to the church of St. Gervais, which furnifhes 
probably the oldeft ecclefiaftical remain in Normandy. The crypt, below the apfis, is 
fuppofed to be Roman, and coeval with the earlieft introdudion of Chriftianity at Rouen. 
The apfis itfelf is probably a re-ere£tion with the original materials, but anterior to Duke 
William. 

^ The anonymous continuer of Wace\ Brut gives a curious account of William's de- 
liberation, at an earlier date, with his barons, as to the future ftate and fortunes of his (bns. 
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The Churches e*en burnt. — ^Through the Street as He rode, 
His favorite War-horfe, on the hot Embers trod ; 
Starting back at the Contact, the Steed made a fpring, 
So fudden, as came near unhorfing The King ; 
He kept in the Saddle, and fell not to ground. 
But ftruck the high Pommel, and fo got a wound. 
Back to Rouen, thereafter. The King took His way. 
Leading with Him the whole of His mighty Array. 
There taking His Bed, William grew worfe apace, 
And was borne to the Priory, call'd St. Gervaife.^ 

*Twixt His Sons, then all Difcord and Strife to forfend. 
His Lands He divided, forefeeing His end. 
His Barons He fummon'd,^— and thus did He fay : — 

Attend to my words, — underftand, — and obey. 

My Heritage, — Normandy, — where ye know well, 
** The moft of my Race, and my Lineage dwell, 
" I give unto Robert, — my eldeft born Son, 
** As before I was King, I had meant to have done. 






He is defcribed as proving the qualities and tempers of his (bns, by afking each what bird 
he would choofe to be, if doomed to aflume that form : — 

Si Dex, ki eft tuit puifTant, 
De vus euft fait oifel volant, 
De tuz icels ki pount voler 
Laquelle voldriez refembler ? 
Robert fele£ls the efperver, and William the eagle, but Henry, ^^ k^en clergie efteit funde" 
— ^^ mult fagement ad parle/' and chofe the eftornele. The whole ftory forms a curious 
and interefting apologue. The ^^ grantz clers de phylofbphie^ e los meftres de grant clergie, 
e les fages homes de fon poer," are defcribed as afiembled on this occafion, ** a un parle- 
ment ; " and the king opens the feffion with a royal (peech, perhaps the earlieft of the (brt 
on record : — 

Seignors ! dift il, ki eftes ici, 
De voftre venue mult vus merci. 
De voz fens et voftre faver 
Ore endreit en ai mefter ; 
Pur ceo vus pri e requer 
K'entre vus voillez traiter, &c. 
The ftory forms a diftin£l fabliau in the MSS. Cotton. Cleop. A. xii. 

K K 
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Ses reflexions fur 
le caradtere des 
Normands. 



11 exprime le 
deiir que Guil- 
laume, fon fe- 
cond filSy foit roi 
d*AngIeCerre. 



Dez ancez* ke jo fufle Reis ; 
Encore li doins li Mans en creis,^ 
Li Mans h Normendie ara^ 
Li Reis de France en fervira. 
En Normendie a gent mult fiere, 
Jo ne fai gent de tel maniere ; 
Chevaliers font proz e vaillanz, 
Par totes terres cunqueranz. 
Se Normanz unt boen chevetaigne,'' 
Mult fait a criendre lor cumpaigne ; 
Se il n*en unt de Seignor crieme,^ 
Ki les deftreigne e aprieme,^ 
Toft en ara malveiz fervife. 
Normanz ne funt proz fainz juftife ; 
Foler e plaifier lor convient,* 
Se en toz temps foz piez nes tient, 
E ki bien les defolt h poigne/ 
D*els porra fere fa befoigne. 
Orguillos funt Normant h fier, 
E vant^or h bonbancier ; 
Toz tems les devreit Ten plaifier,8f 
Kar mult funt fort a juftifier :^ 
Mult a a fere et a penfer 
Robert ki deit tel gent garder, 
Guillelme ki ci eft mis filz, 
Ki mult eft nobles h gentiz^ 
Voldreie jo mult avancier, 
Se Dex le voleit otr^ier. 
Engleterre a fon oez coveit/ 
K'il en fuft Rei s*eftre poeit ; 
Maiz jo nel poiz fere par mei ; 
Raifnablement^ favez por kei. 
Engleterre cunquis a tort, 
A tort i out maint hoem mort, 
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ManSy too, (hall be his, over both fhall he reign, 

And fhall ferve The French King, as his Suzerain. 

A proud race, thefe People of Normandy are, 
** The like to my knowledge, exifts not elfewhere. 
** Their Knights Men of Prowefs, — well fitted to bear, 
" Their conquering Arms through the World, without Fear. 
** In Combat, the Normans, if only well led,® 
** Are Men, whom the braveft of Warriors, muft dread. 
" But when any fault in their Chief they detedt, 
*^ And he fails to command both their fear and refpedt, 
" Little fervice from them will he ever obtain ; — 
" Juft ufage alone, does their Value maintain. 
" The Ruler, who would their beft fervice command, 
" Muft bend and control them, beneath a ftrong Hand. 
" But he, who with Firmnefs and Tadl doth proceed, 
** Will find that they never will fail him, at need. 
" The Norman loves pleafure, is boaftful and proud, 
" Not eafily rul'd, or to Government bow'd ; 
** And Robert, will have a rough tafk with fuch Folk, 
" To guide, guard, and keep them well under the yoke. 

** My noble Son William, fo gallant and good, 
" It lies near my heart, to advance if I could ; 

His wifh hath aye been over England to reign, 

God willing, that Kingdom he yet may obtain. 

Of myfelf, — with his wifh I can never comply. 

And ye all who hear me, know wherefore, and why : — 
^* Unjuftly that Crown, and by Force, did I gain,^ 
" To win it, unjuftly, vaft numbers were flain. 

■ Des avant. ■ En fus. ^ Capitainc. 

^ Crainte. ^ Qui les ferre et les opprime. * II faut les fouler et les plier. 

' Et qui bien les foule et les frappe. > Courber, plier. ^ Gouverner. 

* A fon gre defire. ^ Raifonnablement. 

> Orderic puts the fame obfervation into William's mouth. Hiftorjr fully proves its 
juftice. 

9 This confeffion may appear to be an odd commentary on the tenor of Wace's preced- 



es 
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II donne a Henri 
c'mqmillelivresy 
ct le recom- 
mande a fet 
ireret* 



Sa maladie dure 
fix femaines. 



II fe confeiTe et 
communie. 



Les eirs en ai a tort ocis, 
Et a tort ai li regne J)ris ; 
E 90 ke j'ai \ tort toleit,^ 
Oil jo n'en aveie nul dreit 
Ne dei mie a mon filz doner, 
Ne a tort nel* deit eriter. 
Maiz ultre mer Tenverrai, 
A TArchevefke preirai 
Ke la corone li otreit ; ™ 
Se il le pot fere par raifon, 
Jo preie k'il Ten face le don. 
A Henri mon filz li puiz n^ 
Ai cine mile livres don^, 
Et a Guillalme ci comant** 
Et a Robert Taltre filz mant° 
Ke chefcun en fa poefte,P 
Iffi^ come il m'a en chiert^, 
Face Henris riche h manant. 
Plus ke home de li tenant/ 
Sis femaines malade jut. 
Fort fu li mal, Tenfert^ crut. 
As Evefkes et as Abez, 
Et as proveires coronez 
Se fift de fes p^chiez confez, 
Corpus Domini prift emprez. 



ing hiftory of the events leading to the conqueft. It was perhaps in Ibme quarters un- 
palatable here, for Ducheihe's MS. reads dire£tly the oppoiite : — 

** Engleterre ai cunquife a dreit." 
Orderic gives the confeffion, but lefs explicitly, thus : — ^^ Neminem Anglici regni conftituto 
haeredem • • • • Fafces igitur hujus regni, quod cum tot peccatis obtinui, nulli audeo tradere 
nifi Deo (blo.^' See the note on this pafTage in LytteltorCs Hen. IL vol. i. 397. Poffibly 
William's admiffion would not, in his day, be underftood as being at variance with any of 
the details given by Wace and other Norman hiftorians. Harold, as we have feen, is 
treated as aiTuming with his brother Gurth the perfedl moral and legal validity of his title 
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Unjuftly, The Heirs to the Kingdom were kill'd, 
Unjuftly, by me, was the Royal Seat fiU'd. 
" What, therefore, to wrong and injuftice I owe, 
^* It belongs not to Me, on My Son to beftow, 
** Inherit he cannot through wrong done by Me ; 
" But I will provide that he crofs o*er the Sea, 
" And if, on fair grounds, fuch an Adt can be done. 



" Will pray the Archbifliop to grant him the Crown. Lanfranc was 

n 1111 ^""^^ Archbi- 

** My youngeft Son Henry, hath had to him told ^^p o^ canter- 

' ' ^ ^ ^ bury A. D. 1070. 

** The Sum of five thoufand French Livres, in Gold, 

And Robert and William, I charge, their great Love 

And reverence for Me, — to their Brother to prove; 

Endowing him better, with Wealth, and with Lands, 

Than any of thofe holding Fiefs at their hands/* 

Six weeks in His illnefs. King William there lay. 
His Sicknefs wax*d fore and increased day by day. 
Priefts, Abbots, and Bifhops, aflembrd to take 
The Confeflion of Sin, which the King had to make. 
The Body and Blood of Our Lord, He received. 
By Mercy and Charities, Confcience relieved. 



a 



as againft William, and yet as flirinking from a perfbnal conteft '^xh one to whom he had 
de fa£fOy though by ftratagem, become bound in allegiance. And William might, in a 
fimilar train of reafoning, maintain all the fa£ls afTerted by the Normans, bearing on the 
moral juftice of the cafe as between him and Harold, and his perfonal right to puni(h treafon 
in his man^ and yet admit that Harold, having obtained by the gift of Edward, and by elec- 
tion and confecration, a ftri£lly legal title, his evidiion was tortuous, and could give his 
conqueror no right except that of force — none that he could lawfully tranfmit. Benoit 
ftates his title by conqueft, not in the mitigated fenfe in which that word has been ufed by 
fome of our legal antiquaries, but in its harfheft application : — 

Deu regne eft mais la feignorie 

As eirs eftraiz de Nor mend ie : 

CuNqyiSE Tunt cum chevalier 

Au FER TRENCHANT e al acier. 
* Ravi. °' Lui accorde. ** Commande. ** Mande. 

P Selon fa puiffance. ** Ainfi. ' Qui releve de lui. 



254 



MASTER WAGE'S 



II fait delivrer 
lea prifonniefBy 
et meme (on 
frere Odon. 



DetaiU fur 
Odon. 



De tote fien fe defaifi. 
Tot devifa, tot defparti^ 
Li prifons* fift toz delivrer, 
£ toz les fift quites clamer, 
E fon frere TEvefke Odon 
Fift delivrer de la prifon ; 
£ fe il kuidaft lunges vivre, 
Ne leiflaft pas fi toft delivre. 
£n rifle de Wic* Taveit pris 
£t a Roem en prifon mis ; 
Malicios ert, 90 difeit, 
£ coveitos'* plus ne poeit. 
Pofe out efte fis Senefchals, 
A totes genz cruels h mals ; ^ 
Tote Engleterre fe plaigneit, 
Povres e riches raenmeit.^ 
Priveement aveit enquiz 
£ demande a fes amis, 
Se ja Evefke Reis fereit, 
Ne fe ja eftre Reis porreit ; 
Reis efperout k*il devendreit, 
Se li Reis ainz de li morreit : 
£n fon grant aveir fe fiout, 
Et as granz genz ke il menout 
Par granz diz e par granz paroles 
£ par prameiTes k'il fift foles ; 
Li Reis le tint mult a felon 
£ vers li aveit fofpe9on. 
Quant il Tout comand^ ^ prendre, 
Por fon compte k'il ne volt rendre 
De fa rente k'il out ^ue 
D' Engleterre k'il out tenue, 
N'i out Baronz Id I'adefaft,* 
Ne ki fa main metre i ofaft. 
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All His wealth He beftow'd/ — all His Prisoners fet free, 

Debts forgave, — as forgiv'n Himfelf He would be. 

He fet Bifhop Odo, His Brother, at large. 

From the Wight,* brought to Rouen, and there held in charge. 

In his durance perchance, he had longer been left. 

Had William ere thought. Life fo long to have kept. 

A bad greedy man was the Bifhop, 'tis faid, 

Six evil-fam'd men, he had Senefchals made ; 

Who plunder'd the Rich, opprefs*d thofe in need. 

All England complained of their harfhnefs and greed. — 

He had privily afk*d, certain Friends whom he had. 

If ever a Bifhop, a King had been made ? 

For he thought if before him, the King met His Doom, 

He himfelf might the Kingdom obtain, in His Room. 

On his wealth he rely'd, and the great Force he led, 

Whofe hopes with big words, and large promife, he fed. 

Sufpedted by William, and lightly efleem'd. 

His Projedts as thofe of a Traitor were deem'd. 

What time he was Regent in name of The King, 
He refused all account of Revenue to bring, — 
When to feize and arrefl him The King gave command. 
No Baron there prefent, durfl on him lay hand. 
So the King flepping forth, drew him out from the Crowd, 
" We Ourfelf do arrefl thee," exclaiming aloud. 

Of wrongful Adl done me,** cry*d Odo, ** beware ! 

A Bifhop am I, — and a Crozier I bear ; 

No Man on my Perfon to lay hand may dare 1** 



€€ 
€€ 
ti 



• Les prifonniers. * L'lle de Wight. • Avide, dcfireux, ambiticux. 

"^ Mechant. ^ Ranjonnait. « Qui le touchit. 

" Vinftos fuos omnes educi et folvi, thefauros efferri et ecclefiis difpergt prsecepit. 

Continuation ofBede — {Jnonymous)^ cap. xxvi. Ed. Heidelberg^ 1587. 
« Ifle of Wight. 
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Quant li boen Reis avant failli,y 

Par les ataches le faifi, 

Avant le trait tot forz del renc : * 

Jo vos prenc, dift-il, jo vos prenc. 

Vos me faites, dift Odes, tort : 

Evefke fuis e croce port, 

Ne devez metre main en mei. 

Par mon chief, dift li Rei, fi dei : * 

Jo prendrai li comte de Kent 

E mon baillif e mon fervent,^ 

Ki ne m'a pas conte tenu 

De mon regne^ k*il a eu. 

Ifli fu priz e retenu, 

De quatre anz poiz ne fu rendu. 

Prez fu la nef, boen fu li venz 

E li Evefke fu mis enz : 

A Roem fu par mer menez, 

Et en la tur quatre anz gardez, 

Ne unkes poiz n*en pout iflir 

De fi ke li Reis dut morir. 



ciTconftances dc gtSMNTRANT fetembre a Toifme di^ 

laume. S^^l^ Morut li Reis, del fiecle ifu.^ 

inifi 1 1 3" p^ YoxQ ke primes^ fona, 
K'il 01 bien e demanda 
Ke 90 efteit ki dune fonout ; 
Dex reclama fi come il pout 
E Madame Sainte Marie ; 
Tot en parlant fina fa vie, 
E de fon fens n'en empeira,^ 
Ne fa parole ne mua.^ 
Son age. Seifante h quatr'anz out vefku 

E maint travail d'armes eu. 
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" By my Head/* quoth The King, — " Our right We affert, 
" And arreft Our falfe Steward, — ^who meets his defert. 

As Earl art thou feiz'd, — for thy County of Kent, 

Withholding, whilft Regent, our reckoning for Rent/' 

So the Bifhop was taken, in clofe Prifon kept. 
And there, for the fpace of four years, was he left. 
The Wind blowing fair, in a Ship ready made. 
He was ftraightway embark'd, and to Rouen conveyed. 
Immur'd in a Tow'r, — ^four years there he lay. 
And never came forth till The King's dying Day. 



M\m 



HE eighth of September, as Church Bells rang Prime,^ 
The King left this Life, but His Ear caught the chime ; 
And alking the Hour, He invoked, as 'tis faid. 



Our Lord, and The Virgin, to come to His aidl 

As He fpake. He expir'd, — but His fenfes remained. 

Till His laft breath He drew, and His voice was unchanged. 

Years Sixty and four, in this World had He been, 

And great Deeds of War in His time had He feen. 

Seven years was His Age, — ^when on Pilgrimage bent, 

Duke Robert His Sire, to Jerufalem went. 

Whilft wreftling with Death, in His chamber He lay, 
There was coming and going around Him that day. 
The filks and rich hangings, the Servitors tore, 
And all they could plunder, away with them bore. 
Nor yet till the Day after that when He died. 
Was the Corfe of The King, with a Coffin fupply'd. 



7 S'avanfa. • ' II le tira tout hors du rang. ^ Oui je le dots. 

^ Mon ferviteur. ^ De mon royaume. 

' Le matin du huitieme jour de ieptembre. * Sortit. ' Une heure. 

s II conferva Ton bon fens. ^ Ne changea. 

' HoRA PRIMA, fix in the morning. 

L L 
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Delbrdre et pil- 
lage qui fuiYcnt 
immediatement 
fa mort. 



Son corps eft 
embaume et 
porte a Caen. 



On lui fait des 
obfeques magni- 
fiquea. 



La ceremonie eft 
troublee et inter- 
rompue par un 
incendie. 



N'aveit encor ke fol* fet anz, 
Petit efteit, n'ert mie granz 
Quant li Dus Robert fe croifa 
Et en lerufalem ala. 
El terme ke li Reis fina 
E ke del fiecle trefpaiTa, 
Veiffiez mult fervenz errer, 
E eels iflir e eels entrer ; 
Veles e covertours embler,^ 
E quant k'il porent treftorner.^ 
Une jornee tote entiere, 
Ainz ke li cors fuft mis en biere, 
Leiffierent li Reis fol gefant 
Ke Ten foleit criendre devant. 
Dune fu la novele efpandue 
E la gent fu grant acorue^ 
E li Evefke e li Baron 
Vinrent o grant proceflion ; 
Li cors urit mul bel conr^e. 
Overt eft, oint et embafm^. 
A Caem unt li cors porte, 
Si com il aveit comand^. 
N'out nul Evefke en la province, 
Ab^, ne Comte, ne haut prince, 
Ki ne fuft al cors enterrer, 
Por 90 ke il peuft aler ; 
Mult i out muignes reveftuz 
E proveires h .clers menuz. 
Quant li cors orent conr^e," 
Haut chanterent libera me. 
A riglife unt port^ li cors, 
Maiz la biere ert encore fors," 
Quant iloc forz une criee, 
D unt la gent fu tote esfr^e. 
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Thofe who ne'er in His prefence had ftood without fear, 
Now left Him there lying, — ^without e'en a Bier ! 

Soon the News through the City was bruited abroad, 
And multitudes gathered, and form'd a vaft Crowd. 
Then Bifhops, and Barons, in goodly array. 
Came together, the Body to tend, and furvey. 
So open*d, embalm'd, and with Spices o'erlay'd. 
His Corfe, as He ordered, to Caen* was convey 'd. 
No Bifhop, or Abbot, or Noble of worth. 
Throughout all that Province, or Prince of high birth. 
But came to th' Interment, if travel he could. 
And many a Monk followed there in his Hood. 
Minor Clergy, and Priefts, too, together had come. 
To honour The Monarch, Who fought His laft Home. 
When the Body was deck'd, and in readinefs laid. 
They chaunted the Service, and Pfalms for the Dead. 
To the Church* in Proceflion, the Coffin was ta'en. 
But ere it came under the Roof of the Fane, 
A cry of Alarm, of a Fire in the Town, 
Caus'd the Bearers, in terror, to fet the Corfe down. 
The People rufli'd wildly away to the Fire, 
And left the Monks {landing alone, with the Bier. 

The Fire in the City at length ceas'd to burn. 
And People began to the church to return ; 
The Body was lifted, and laid in the Nave, 



' Seulement. ^ Enlever voiles et couvertures. 

* Detourner, derober. " Prepare, orne, decore. 
** Dehors. 

^ Tranflatum eft corpus ejus ficuti ordinaverat, Cadonum, et in ecclefia fandi Stephani 
quam ipfe a fundamentis sedificaverat ante majus altare regaliter tumulatum. — ^Will. Cal- 
culi Gemmeticensis Monachi, Hi^, Normannorum^ lib. vii. p. 292. 

* The church of the abbey of St. Stephen was founded by William, at the fame 
period as that of the Trinity was founded by his queen Matilda. 
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Puis par la re- 
damadon que 
fait A(celin du 
terrain o^ le Roi 
▼a etre enterre* 



Ke la vile efteit alumee ; 

Tote la gent i eft alee. 

Tuit forz li moignes i corurent, 

Cil remeftrent el cors° e furent ; 

Quant li feu chai" e quaffa. 

La gent ariere retorna. 

Li cors porterent al moftier, 

E li clers firent lor meftier ; 

Tuit unt od boene volenti 

Requiem eternam chante. 

Endementrez keP Ten faifeit 

Li farkeu u gefir debveit, 

E li Evefke e li Baron 

Efteient iloc environ ; 

Eis vos un vavaflbr errant,^ 

Ki la prefle vint defrompant, 

Acelin out nom, filz Artur, 

Par la prefle vint afleur/ 

Sor une pierre en haut monta, 

De vers la biere fe torna, 

Clers et Evefkes apela* 

En haut s'eftut,** en haut parla 

E tot li pople Tefgarda. 

Seignors, dift-il, entendez 9a : 

Jo d^v^e a toz e desfent 

De par Jhefu omnipotent 

E par TApoftoile de Rome, 

Nel* pois v^er* par plus haut home, 

Ke vos Willame n*enterrez 

El lieu u metre le devez, 

Ne ke il en mon dreit ne gife, 

Kar tot li plus" de cefte iglife 

Eft en mon dreit e en mon fieu/ 

Jo n' ai dreit greignur^ en nul lieu. 
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Where Clergy their aid in the Obfequies gave. 

The Notes of the Requiem rofe to the Sky, 

Whilft the Tomb was prepared where the Body fhould lie. 

The Bifhops and Barons were gathered around. 

When hurriedly through them, a man his way found. 

And fending the Prefs, boldly cafl his Eyes round. 

*Twas a Vavaffor, Acelin fitz Arthur, by name. 
Who fuddenly thus in the midft of them came. 
On a Stone which there lay, he a lofty ftand took. 
And the Bier pointing out to them, — loftily fpoke. 
To the Bifhops and Priefts he appealed in this wife,^ 
Whilft he fpake, all the Byftanders heard with furprife :^ — 
Hear, Seignors 1 and what I fhall fpeak, duly weigh. 

And the Proteft I make in your prefence this day ; 

On Jesus Omnipotent, refting my Claim, 

And The Roman Apoftle, (there's no greater Name !) 
" I forbid that the Body of William be laid 

In the Spot which is meant for His Tomb to be made. 

No refting-place here for His Corfe (hall be found, 
" For this Church is built on my fee,® and my ground. 

Better right have I none, than the right I here hold. 

For never by me was the Fee pledged or fold. 
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^ Ceux-ci reftcrent pres du corps. ^ Pendant que. *i Courant. 

' D'une maniere afTuree. * Se pla^a. ' Defendre. 

" La plus grande partie. ^ Et de mon fief. ^ Plus grand. 

^ Namque miles quidam ad cuius patrimonium locus ille pertinuerat, clara conteftans 
voce rapinam, fepulturam inhibuit. — Continuation ofBede — (Anonymous), Ed. Heidelberg^ 

1587. 

7 Obftupuere omnes qui aderant, judicio Dei, ad declarandam tranfitorise dominationis 
vanitatem a£tum confiderantes : ut Princeps potentiifimus qui tarn late dominatus fuerat, 
vivus, locum corporis fui capacem fine querela non haberet mortuus. — GuiL. Nbubrigensis, 
lib. i. cap. primum, p. 357. Heidelberg^ ^S^T* 

^ Terra, inquiens, ifta, avito mihi jure competit : quam idem Rex dum monafterium 
conftrueret, violenter mihi abftulit, nee unquam poftea, mihi latisfecit. — GuiL. Neubri- 
GBNSis, lib. i. cap. primum, p. 357. Heidelberg^ 15^7* 
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AfcelJn fe defifte 
de fa reclama- 
tion, moyennant 
uneibinmed*ar- 
gent. 



Jo nel* vendi, nel* engagai, 

Ne ner forfis, ne neP donai^ 

Ne il de moi ne Tengaga, 

N*en gage rien ne m'en dona ; 

Par la force le me toli, 

Unkes poiz dreit ne m*en ofFri, 

Jo Ten apel nomeement, 

Ke dreit m*en face el jugement 

U tuit irunt comun^ment 

Devant icel ki pas ne ment ; 

A eel jor m'en rende raifon^ 

Devant toz Ten femon par non. 

Quant 90 out dit, fi defcendi. 

Eis vos* par li moftier grant cri. 

Par li moftier out tel temulte, 

Nus n'i oi altre ne efculte \i 

£ cil ki vont e cil ki vienent^ 

Tel chofe a grant merveille tienent 

Del Rei ki tant aveit cunquis, 

Tantes citez, tant chaftels pris^ 

N'en a de terre quite tant 

U fis cors giefe al morant.' 

Li Evefkes unt Thorn apel^ 

Et as veifins unt demand^ 

Se 90 ert veir* ke il difeit, 

Et il diftrent k*il aveit dreit, 

Terre fon pere aveit eft^ 

De parent^ en parent^. 

A Thome unt dit ke deniers prenge. 

Si laift tot quite fainz chalenge.** 

Seifante fols li unt don^ 

E por tant a quite clam^ 

Li fepulcre ii li cors fu mis 

E por 90 a li deniers pris. 
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" No forfeit lies on it, and no Man can fay, 

" I either beftow'd it, or gave it away. 

" No Contrad: was made, and no pledge with me left. 

But by Him, and by force, was the Land from me reft. 

By name I arraign Him, for forely aggrieved. 

Nor Juftice nor Right have I e'er yet received. 
" Before that Tribunal, where all muft appear. 

Where all truth is known, my appeal ftiall He hear. 

All here (landing prefent, to witnefs I take, 
** That I fummon Him there, reparation to make ! " 

Thus he fpake and ftept down. — Then rofe up on high. 
To the Vault of the Church, loud tumult and Cry. 
They clufter'd together, or ran here and there. 
In the Babel of Tongues, no word could you hear. 
It feem'd both a monflrous and marvellous thing. 
That He Who in Life, had been fo great a King, 
And Cities and Caftles had ta'en and pofTefs'd, 
Should not find a fpot, where His Afhes might reft 1 

The Man to their prefence the Bifhops invite. 
And his Neighbours are afk'd of his Claim and his right ; 
That right they affirm, — ^for the Fee and the Rent 
As held by his Father, — were his, by defcent. 
So Money they proffered, — and Sixty Sols gave,^ 
To forgo any challenge, or claim, he might have. 
This Sum, the Man took, and abandonment made. 
Of the Site, where the Corfe of The King (hould be laid. 



* Voila. ^ Ni ecoute. 

' Ou fon corps repofe en mourant. * Si ce qu'il di(kit etatt vrai. 

^ £t qu'il laifle tout quitte fans ^ifpute. 

9 Centum librae argenti litigatori perfblutae audacem calumniam compefcuere. 

Continuation ofBede — {Anonymous)^ cap. xxvi. Ed, Heidelberg^ '587. 
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E li Barons li unt pramis, 
Ke mielx Ten fera maiz toz dis.^ 
Acelin Ta ifli grae,** 
Lores • unt li cors enterr^. 



^ Qu'il en fera mieux tous les jours, toute fa vie. ** Agree. • Alors. 

^ Orderic explains that this price was only for the mere grave ; the promife of future 
benefit appearing there to be realized by the fubfequent purchafe of all the ground claimed 
by Afcelin. We add that hiftorian's oratorical fummary of the flriking circumflances 
attending the conqueror's death and interment. '* Non fi£lilem tragoediam venundo \ non 
loquaci comcedia cachinnantibus parafitis faveo: fed iludiofis leftoribus varios eventus 
veraciter intimo. Inter profpera patuerunt adverfa, ut terrerentur terrigenarum corda. 
Rex quondam potens et bellicofus, multifque populis per plures provincias metuendus, in 
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The Barons held out, that for granting the Fee, 
All the days of his Life, he the better (hould be.^ 
Then on Acelin's waving his rights, held by birth. 
King William's remains were committed to Earth. 



arci jacuit nudus, et a fuis, quos genuerat vel aluerat, deftitutus. ^re alieno in funebri 
cultu indiguit, ope gregarii pro fandapila et vefpilionibus conducendis eguit, qui tot hadenus 
et fuperfluis opibus nimis abundavit. Secus incendium a formidolofis ve£lus eft ad Bafili- 
cam, liberoque folo, qui tot urbibus et oppidis et vicis principatus eft, caruit ad fepulturam. 
Arvina ventris ejus tot dele£tamentis enutrita cum dedecore patuit, et prudentes ac infru- 
nitos, qualis fit gloria carnis, edocuit." Benoit paraphrafes thefe reflexions more poetically 
than is ufual with him. 



M M 



Uppenbi):. 




I. BURIAL OF HAROLD. 

ONSIEUR A. le Prevoft, in note p. 205-6 of M. Pluquefs 
Edition^ vol. ii. commenting on the mode in which the body of 
Harold was difpofed of, remarks on the difference of terms 
employed by William of Poitiers and Orderic Vital in narrating 
the fame event. 

M. le Prevoft obferves, that, according to William of Poitiers,* the Conqueror, 
after obftinately refufing to give up the body to Githa, Harold's mother, 
offering, in exchange for it, an equal weight of gold, granted {conceffit) it to 
William Malet. 

Orderic Vital,' as the learned annotator further remarks, ftates that the 
body was handed over (Jraditus eft) to Malet ; both writers being agreed as 
to William's direfting the interment to be made on the fea fhore. 

M. le Prevoft fays, he prefers the phrafe ufed by Orderic Vital, not feeing 
any motive, arifing from particular relations {rapports particuliers), between 
Harold and William Malet, to induce the latter to make the demand implied 
by the term " granted,** employed by William of Poitiers. 

M. le Prevoft, however, adopts the prevailing tradition, that Harold's body 
was confided to Malet, and alfo that the interment was at Waltham ; founding 



* Sclvit enim non decere tali commercio aunim acdpi. D16him eft illudendo, oportere fitum efle 
cuftodem litoris et pelagic qux cum armis ante vefanus infedit. Guillelmo agnomine Maletto 
conciffft, — ^WiLUAM OP Poitiers, p. 204. 

' Ad tumalandum prope litus maris, quod diu cum armb fervaverat, Guilellmo agnomine 
Maletto, vi^loris juflU traditus eft, — Ordbricus Vitalis. 
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his belief on the concurrent teflimony of William of Malmfbury^ and the MS. 
Cott. Jul. D. vi. of Waltham, in the Britifti Mufeum. 

In proof of this being the faA, it is eafy to accumulate authorities. 

The anonymous continuer of Bede/ Ranulph Higden/ the Hiftoire de St. 
Edouard le Re/ and Benoit de St. More/ Wace's contemporary, all agree as to 
the place of burial. 

In arriving at the fame conclufion as M. le Prevoft, we on our part perceive 
a fimple, and mod natural reafon why the King's Body fhould be confided, or 
" granted " to Malet. 

As appears by the annexed pedigrees, Malet was uncle, on the one hand, of 
Harold's Queen Alditha,^ and, on the other, by his marriage with Hefilia 
Crefpin, connedled with William of Normandy. 

I. 
Leofric III. fixth Earl of Mercia=F=GoDiVA.* 



:ia=p< 



Alfgar II.^ feventh EarbpELOiVA or Elgitha,*<> Sifter of W. Malet. 



Edwin,^ eighth Earl Mor'car,^ Earl of Alditha, firft to Grifrid, 

of Mercia, 1066. Northumbrian 1066. fecond to Harold, 1066. 

(Vide Hoveden^ Dugdali^ &c.) 



• This moft reliable writer fays, — Corpus Heroldi, matri repetenti fine pietio mifit, licet ilia per 
leg^tos mulcum obtuliilet. Acceptum itaque apud Watbam fepelivit : quam ip(e Ecclefiam ex proprio 
conftnidlam in honore fandae Crucis, Canonicia inpleverat. — De Geftis Anglorum^ cap. xiv. 

^ Higden*s words are, — Corpus Haroldi matri ejus id defpofcent], fine pratis mifit, quod ipfa apud 
Waltbam Monaflerium Canonicorum quod ipfe fundaverat fepelivit. — Polycbronicon, lib. vi. 
^ A Wautbam eft mis en carcu 

Kar de la maifon fundur fu. 

Hift. de St. Ed. le Re. 
.* Heraut a Waltebam fiit porte. 

Benoit de St. More. 
^ Grithfridi quoque Regis Wallorum, poftquam hoftilis eum gladius peremit, pulchram conjugem 
Alditb praeclari Comitb ^i^jr^filiamfibi Uzorem junzit. — ^Will. Calculi Gemmbticensis Monachi« 
Hift. Normannorum^ lib. vii. 

Audito igitur Haroldi morte. Comes Edwinus, et Morcarus Lundoniam venere, et (brorem 
fuam» AUgitbam Reginam, fumptam, ad civitatem Legionum (Chefter) miiere. — Roobr de HovEDBif . 

* Known in hiftory as the Lady Godiva, and celebrated for her felf-facrlfidng ride through 
-Coventry, to free the burgefies from their fervitude. (Vide Contin, of Sede.) 
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11. 



Richard II. fourth Duke of Nomiandy=pPopjEA. 
I • 



Richard IIL fifth Duke. Crispina=Grimaldus, Prince of Monaco. 



A=p< 



Robert, fixth Duke. Crispinus of Bec,=pH£LoisE of Guynes 



Anigothus. 



and Boulogne. 



William the Conqueror, feventh Duke, Gilbert CRESPiN=f=GoNNOR,^* Coufinof 



Cresi 



and William I. of England. of Bee. 



Fulco de AInov. 



William Crespin, Gilbert Crespin, Hesilia, md. to 

at Haftings. at Haftings. W. Malet. 

(Vide Appendix to Lanfranc) 

This double conneftion furnifhes good ground for preTuming that he 
preferred a requeil for the body of his niece's hufband, to the Conqueror ; and 
it is equally natural to infer, that the duke conceded as a favor, to a faithful 
follower, allied to him by marriage, that which he had refufed to the mother of 
his enemy. 

In confirmation of this view, we learn from Benoit de St. More,^' that the 



* See the fubfequent note as to Edwin and Morcar. Their father appears to have rebelled more 
than once againil Edward the Confeflbr^ but was finally reconciled to him. (Vide Brempten^ Simeon 
Duneimenjis, and Dugdal^s Monafiicon.) 

^^ The anonymous continuer of Bede muft have had this connedUon in view, in the pafiagt in 
which he recounts the tragical fates of the brother Earls of Mercia and Northumbria :— > 

*' Poftremo nee vi nee dolo hoftium, fed fuorum perfidia tmcidati, Regem ad lacrimas flezere* 
quibus ipfe, et conjugia cognatarum,et amicitiae dignationem jampridem indulfiflet fi quieti acquiefcere 
vellent. — Cap. zv. p. 336. 

^ Crifpinus (Giflebertus) accepit uzorem Fulconis de Alnov germanam, nomine Gonnorem. — 
Appendix to Lanfranc ** de fimiilia Crifpina." 

^ Li Reis Heraut fut feveliz 

Et fi me retrait li efcriz. 
Que fa mere per lui aveir, 
Vout an Due doner grant aveir ; 
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duke granted the body of Harold to W. Malet, at bis eameft prayer^ with 
permiflion to bury where he pleafed. 

We think we may leave all thofe poflefled of thefe fafts^ to form their own 
conclufions^ as to how it came to paTs^ that the wiflies of Githa^ and of the 
Monks of Waltham were finally complied with^ in the difpofal of Harold's 
remains* A. M. 






n. THE BISHOP OF MANS. 

MA. le Prevoft fays this bifliop's name was Arnauld, and that he was a 
• Norman of the country of Avranches. In the lift of the contingents 
of veiTels publiftied by Taylor, we find no mention of this contingent. 
He alfo ailigiis a different number to that fupplied by biftiop Odo. 
The document is in itfelf of fufficient intereft to be given at length. 
Willelmus Dux Normannorum, veniens in Angliam ad adquirendum 
Regnum jure fibi debitum, habuit a Willelmo Dapifero filio Ofbemi LX naves. 
*' Ab Hugone poftea Comite de Ceftria totidem. ab Hugone de Montfort L naves 
'' et LX milites. A Romo vel Rumi Elemofinario Fefcanni, poftea epifcopo 
" Lincolnienfi unam Navem cum XX militibus : a Nicholao Abbate de Sandlo 
*' Audoeno XX naves cum C militibus. A Roberto Comite Augi, LX. a Fulcone 
Claudo XL naves ; a Geroldo Dapifero totidem ; a Willelmo comite d'Evereux 
LXXX naves, a Rogero de Montgomeri fexaginta naves ; a Rogero de 
Baumunt LX naves ; ab Odone Epifcopo de Baios, C naves ; a Roberto de 
Morotoin C et XX ; a Waltero Gifiardo XXX, cum C. militibus. Extra has 
Naves quse computatse fimul M efficiunt, habuit Dux a quibufdam fuis militibus 
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Mais n'en vout unques dener prendre, 
Ne por riens nule le con rendre ; 
Mais a un Guillaume Malet, * 
Qui n'ert tolel pas ne vailet« 
Mais chevaliers durs e vaillanz. 
Icift Ten flit depreianZf 
Si^illi dona a enfoir^ 
Lh ou H vendreit h plaifir* 

BsNorr db St. More. 
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(ecundum poilibilitatem uniuicujufque, multas alias naves. Mathlldis^ poftea 
Regina, ejufdem Ducis Uxor, ad honorem duels fecit effici navem quse vocabatur 
Mora. In qua ipfe Dux veAus eft. In prora ejufdem Navis, fecit fieri eadem 
^^ Mathildis, infantulum de auro, dextro indice, monftrantem Angliam, et finiftra 
<* manu imprimentem cornu eburneum ori. Pro quo fafto Dux conceflit eidem 
'^ Mathildas comitatem Cantiae.'' 

If this is to be taken literally, the laft aiTertion is erroneous — the county of 
Kent having been given to bifhop Odo. 

Lord Lyttelton conjedtures that there were certain lands in this county given 
to Mathilda. It is alfo neceflary to remark that the contingents of fhips above 
noted make a total of 781 j and not of iocx>, as therein computed. A* L. P. 



III. 

IT will be of intereft to many readers to learn that the Children of Harold, 
three in number, two ions and a daughter, according to the Danifh hiftorian 
Saxo Grammaticus, found refuge and hofpitality in Denmark, and that, according 
to this author, the daughter (whofe name Simeon of Durham fays was Gifla) 
was, by the care of the Danifh monarch Sven, married to Waldemar King of the 
Rutheni, or Ruffians. A note, by the learned editor of Saxo*s works, fays that 
there is good reafon for believing that this Sovreign was fVladitnir the Second, 
called Monomachus, who was born a. d. 1053. Saxo goes on to fay that 
Schlefwig afterwards received as duke, a prince named Waldemar, iflue of this 
union, — and, in his rather flowery Latin, he felicitates his country on poflefSng 
a Ruler in whofe veins flows the blood of the noble races of the Eaft and Weft. 
We give the words of Saxo, as to the firft of thefe two fafts : — 
Cujus filii duo, confeflim in Daniam cum Sorore migrarunt. Quos Sveon 
paterni eorum meriti oblitus, confanguineas pietatis more excepit, puellamque, 
Rutenorum Regi, Waldemaro, qui et ipfe Jarizlavus a fuis appellatus nuptum 
dedit." — Saxo Gram. ISft. Dan. lib. xi. Ed. Dr. Miillerand J. M. Fel/chow, 
Hannover J 1839* ^* ^* 
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IV. THE EARLS EDWIN AND MORCAR. 

THE only Englifh writer in whom we have been able to find a fatisfadory 
reafon given for the abfence of thefe two Chieftains from the battle of 
Haftings is Higden, who afcribesit to their difcontent at Harold's treatment 
of them after the battle in which Tofti was flain. 

It appears they were among the firft of the great Nobles to make their 
fubmiflion to William, though they are faid by fome writers to have promifed 
fupport to Edgar Atheling. 

Their connexion with the Conqueror himielf, as fhown in our previous note 
in this Appendix, on Harold's burial, may have influenced their conduft ; at 
any rate, they were confirmed and left by William in enjoyment of their honours 
and poflefiions, though he did not wholly truft them, as we find they were 
amongft the Nobles whom he took with him on his firfl: return to Normandy, 

Subfequently, we find Earl Edwin joining the Danes, and prefent with them 
at the capture of York, where his uncle, W. Malet, was governor. 

He muft have been pardoned for this rebellion, for it is not till fome time 
later that we find, in Orderic Vital, the narrative of his brother Morcar's 
imprifonment, and of his own violent death. 

Orderic fpeaks of thefe events with open reprehenfion of William's conduft ; 
ftating that he imprifoned Morcar on falfe information, and that Edwin was 
driven into the rebellion, (in which he was treacheroufly flain by his own people,) 
from indignation at his brother's ill-treatment. Other authors, as well as Orderic, 
(peak of William's regret at Earl Edwin's tragical fate ; but his forrow did not 
foften him towards Morcar, who died in his prifon. We quote Orderic Vital's 
words : — 

*' Rex Gul. confilio pravorum male ufus, laudi fuas damnum ingeflit, dum 
^' fraudulenter inclytum Comitem Morcarem, in Elienfls Infuli conclufit — omni- 
" que vita fua in ergaflxilo coercuit." 

'' Quod formofiflimus Juvenis Edwinus Comes ut audivit, emori quam vivere 
'* peroptavit." 

^' Tres fratres, et ipfi eundem eum XX equitibus toto animo fefe defendentem 
" occiderunt." 

In another pafl^ge, Orderic fpeaks of E^l Edwin as born of a religious 
race — *' ex religiosa parentela natus.*' A. M. 
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V. BRIEF. NOTICES OF THE AUTHORS CITED IN 

CORROBORATION OF WACE. 

WILLIAM OF POITIERS, a Norman Monk, chaplain to the Conqueror. 
His work, entitled " Gefta Guilellmi Normannorum Ducis," is univer- 
fally received as an authentic record of the events of the period. It is, however, 
partial, and extenuates William's feverities ; whofe good deeds are inordinately 
flattered and extolled, while the characters and afts of his enemies are as 
unfairly depreciated. 

His Chronicle, written in a fomewhat barbarous monkifh Latin, is inflated 
in ftyle, and often obfcure in diAion. 

He has been compared to Sallufl: ; but the parallel does great injuftice to the 
Roman hiftorian. 

Wace evidently drew largely on the information contained in his pages, but 
with fingular difcrimination ; rejefting much matter which would have figured 
more naturally in a poetical than in a profe compofition. (Vide Fabricii Cata- 
logues^ Med. Latin.) 

GuL. Calculus Gemmeticensis Monachus, a Norman Benedidline Monk, 
who dedicated his work to William the Conqueror. The firfl: part of his 
Chronicle is an abridgment of Dudo de St. Quentin, from whom Wace derived 
much of the matter of his Roman de Rou. His hiftory comes down to the 
reign of Stephen. 

His confirmations of Wace in minute particulars are numerous, and the more 
valuable as found in a Chronicle fo nearly contemporary. 

Lanfranc. This prelate, one of the moft learned and eminent men of the 
day, was made Archbiftiop of Canterbury, in a. d. 1070, having been previoufly 
Abbot of Caen. His letters afiFord fome of the mofl: curious and authentic 
records of the time. 

The Appendix to his works contains much valuable information, though in 
the point of Hefilia Creipin being the mother of William Malet, we have found 
it in error. 

Ordericus Vitalis, a Norman Monk, born in England, a. d. 1075 ; writer 
of a difiFufe and ill-compofed Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, and introducing therein many 
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(ecular events. Copied largely from William of Poitiers. His ftyle of com- 
pofition is much fuperior to that of William of Poitiers^ both in Latinity and in 
matter: he relates the fame fadls with more fimplicity, and without the 
exaggerations of language or mifplaced claflical allufions of his precurfor. 

William of Malmsbury, a Monk and Librarian in the monaftery of 
that place, flourifhed in the twelfth century, and his work " De Regibus Anglo- 
rum," comprifes the period from a. d. 449 to a. d. 1128: his hiftory of his 
own times goes down to a. d. 1143, ^^^ 7^^** ^^ ^^^ death. He is a very 
diligent and faithful hiftorian ; but his difpoHtion to narrate without favour 
appears to have been checked by fear of confequences. His national predileAions 
are honeftly expreffed, and he mourns over the deftruftion of Saxon fupremacy. 
His corroborations of Wace are therefore the more valuable. 

The anonymous continuer of Bede. None of the early Britifh writers 
whom the Tranflator has confulted, in the fearch for corroboration of Wace, 
have imprefled him more favourably than this writer. Let him (peak for 
himfelf: — 

But I, who have in my veins the blood of both races, will in my narrative 
obferve fuch moderation, as openly and without difguife to fet forth good 
deeds, in as far as they have come to my knowledge : I will dwell lightly, 
but fufficiently, fo to make them known, on bad aAions ; that my hiftory be not 
'^ blamed as falfe, nor will I affix a brand of cenfure on him, whofe ads, if it be 
" not poflible to praife them, may certainly nearly all be excufed.'* 

*' Ego autem qui utriufque gentis fanguinem traho dicendo tale tempera- 
mentum (ervabo, bene gefta, quantum agnofcere potui, fine fuco palam efFeram ; 
perperam afta, quantum fciri necefTarium erit, leviter et quafi tranfeunter 
attingam, ut nee mendax culpetur hiftoria, nee ilium nota inuram cenfbria, 
cujus cunfta pene, etfi non laudari, excufari certe pofTunt opera." — Contin. lib. 
ii. p. 324. Ed, Heidelberg^ 1587- 

This is his programme in reference to William the Conqueror, and it is 
confcientioufly obferved. It will be feen by the notes in the body of this work, 
how minutely his details accord with Wace's account of events. The only 
notable variation being that in which he fays that prince Henry, (the only one 
of William's fons prefent at his interment,) gave the fum of one hundred" pounds 
of filver, to the claimant of the ground, when Wace fatisfies him with Jtxty /ols ! 
Roger de Hoveden, another continuer of Bede — a later writer than Wace, 

■■ ^ ■ 1.^ ■ ■■ ■ ■ ^ — - . _ — , _^ ■_ ■ ^ — .. — ^^ — ^^ . ■ -_^ — ^^^^^^^^ 

^ Centum libne argenci licigatori perfolutx audacem calumniam compefcuere. — Cap. zzvi. 
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as his annals come doMm to a. d. 1201. He confirms Wace in many points; 
but we have not thought it neceflary to cite him^ excepting in the note to the 
Appendix on the burial of Harold^ where he (peaks of Edwin and Morcar as 
the brothers of Harold's wife Alditha. 

In another paragraph of his Chronicle^ he relates that when the Danes made 
an incurfion into England and took York, they (pared the life of W. Malet 
then Vice-comes, probably on account of his relation(hip to Edwin Earl of 
Mercia, who had joined the Dani(h forces. Hoveden's words are: — 

" Willelmus Malet, qui tunc Vicecomitatum gerebat, cum fua Conjuge et 
" duobus liberis, et Gilliberto de Gant, aliifque perpaucis vitae re(ervatis." 

Henry of Huntingdon. Another nearly contemporary hiftorian of the 
Conqueft, his hiftory coming down to the death of Stephen, a. d. i 154. 

Simeon Dunelmensis, one of the writers in Twyfden's work ; he is ftated 
to have coUeded all the hiftorical remains, which were to be found in the various 
Engli(h monafteries, after the Dani(h invafions. He died about a. d. 1130. 
A MS. of his works is faid to be in the Library of the Palace of Lambeth. 

John Brompton, Abbot of Jorvaux. His compilation begins a. d. 588, 
and is brought down to the death of Richard I. a. d. 1198. We referred to his 
work in Twyfden's coUeftion. He is defervedly confidered one of the beft of 
monki(h chroniclers. 

Radulf de DicETO. Styled in Twyfden '^ Londonienfis Decanus.*' His 
brief notices have the great merit of being dated, and ferve to fix the period of 
many events confufedly (lated by other Authors of the time. 

GuiLLELMus Neubrigensis or Little. A Canon of Bridlington in York- 
(hire, died a. d. 1208 ; wrote (everal works, but his five books, entitled ** De 
Rebus Anglicis fui Temporis," are the moft noted. We have confulted the 
Heidelberg Edition, printed in 1587; but Fabricius fays Hearne's Oxford 
Edition of 1 7 1 9 is better. 

HiGDEN, Ranulph or Radulph, a Benediftine Monk of Chefter, (eems 
to have derived moft of his information from William of Malm(bury, his 
Polychronicon comes down to a. d. 1357. 

Domesday, and Dugdale, are too generally known to require notice 
here. The fame may be faid of M. Thierry's work, of Palgrave, and 
Sharon Turner ; the latter writer, as is well known, has repeatedly quoted 
Wace as an hiftorical authority. A. M. 
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